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PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION

THE HERMETIC MUSEUM RESTORED AND ENLARGED was pubiied in Latin in Frankfort, in the year
1678, and, as the title implies, it was an enlaifpech of an anterior work, which, appearing in 16&5more scarce,



but, intrinsically, of less value. Its design waparently to supply in a compact form a represematollection of
the more brief and less ancient alchemical writerghis respect, it may be regarded as a suppletoghose large
storehouses of Hermetic learning asTheatrum Chemicum, and that scarcely less colossal of Mangetus, the
Bibliotheca Chemica Curiosa, which are largely concerned with the cream ofatahaic literature, with the works
of Gerber and the adepts of the school of Arabith the writings attributed to Hermes, with thogd&raymond
Lully, Arnold de Villa Nova, Bernard Trevisan, anthers.
THE HERMETIC MUSEUM would also seem to represedtistinctive school in Alchemy, not altogether
committed to certain modes and terminology whictivéel most of their prestige from the past, andisiehtly
enigmatical as it was, still inclined to be lessalre and misleading than was the habit of ther otgssters. For it
belonged to a period which had inherited a bittigregience of the failures, impostures, and misaryosinding the
Magnum Opus and its mystical quest, which was weary of unep@ébexperiment, weary of wandering
"multipliers”, and pretentious "bellows-blowers,hie it was just being awakened to the convictigaut if Alchemy
were true at all, it was not be be learned fromkispor, at least, from any books which had hithegen written on
the subject. Running through all the tracts whigh@mprised in the following volumes, the read#érnecognize
traces of a central claim in alchemical intitiatiothat the secrets, whatever they were, must berstood as the
property of a college of adepts, pretending to uesisted from time almost immemorial, and rewvegli
themselves to the select and few, while the litesgtlarge as it is, appears chiefly as an instniroe
intercommunication between those who knew. At tmestime, it may also be regarded as a sign and torthe
likely seeker, an advertisement that there was steny, and that he must go further who would unréve
While the treatises now translated are for the rpagtanonymous, as befits veiled masters, thetiyaeader will
remember the name of John de Meung connects #gpoaital "Romance of the Rose" with the parables of
Alchemy; Flamel will be familiar to all Hermeticugtents as the most celebrated of the French adbptsaintly
name of Basil Valentine, investigator of the prdigsrof antimony, will not even now be unhonourgdte
chemist; Eireneaus Philalethes, equally revereduakdown by all devout Spagyrites, is supposedatetbeen the
most lucid of hierorphants, and the "Open Entratede the clearest of all his works. Helevetius waa illustrious
chemist, and Michael Maier is a person of someteepputhe Rosicrucian controversy. Micheal Sendiusgvas an
uninstructed disciple of Alexander Seton, and thew Chemical Light,” which he published and clainaechis
own, was really the work of his master, who hastmgled the chief martyr of Alchemy. It may be addn this
connection that some critics have cast doubt upergénuine nature of the "Testament of John Créraed it is
true that the annals of Westminster do not inclad@bbot of that name.
It should be understood that the writer of thigbriote must not be accredited with the translatith it seeks to
introduce. That is the work of a gentleman whaaisl $o have had a life-long acquaintance with atcical
literature; it has been subjected to a searchivigiom at the hands of the present editor, who himgself be
permitted to claim some experience in Hermeticcpiitiies; the version as it stands does not un@ablyitrepresent
both the spirit and the sense of the original withttbe original's prolixity. While affording to theodern student of
secret doctrines an unique opportunity for acqgifmEnglish a collection of alchemical writerss tidition of the
HERMETIC MUSEUM also claims consideration at theds of the historian as a contribution of real eain the
early history of chemistry.
ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE

PREFACE TO THE ORIGINAL EDITION

ADDRESSED TO THE CANDIL READER

[Anonymous]

|twou|d be unjust to double, most gentle readext, ¢t all the arts invented for the use of lifetbg reason of man,

that of Alchemy is the most noble and glorious. For all philosoplexclaim, as it were, with one voice, albeit in
many languages, that this art is not only true,(hfier the Divine Law by which our souls are sgvibe best and
most magnificent gift imposed on man by God; arad thshould therefore be invesigated with all zgad with the
greatest pains. But as good wine needs no praisesither does this art need a herald; for it$tisiundoubted, and
its utility in human life universally acknowledgeahd shewn forth, not only in the Art of Medicime Pharmacy,
and many other sciences, but especially in theRAfransmuting Metals, is so clearly and perspicipu



demonstrated, that it in no way requires to be ekbby the splendour of oratory, or tricked ouhwite device of
language. | will not enlarge upon the blessing Wtife elaboration of minerals and metals has bextam our
race. | merely point it out, but refrain from dissing it at length. Different men devote themseteethe study of
this science from different motives. The philosapkémpelled by the love of truth, and the thfter wisdom. He
delights in knowledge for its own sake. He welcomesry elegant and copious treatise on the maoféature, to
the glory of Almighty God. This is a sufficientlyegerous reward for a philosopher. He has it atdismand the
most effectual means of becoming rich, if he wauitly use them. But he is fired by the love of psdphy, and
does not care for the mocking grandeur of fortiBwethought the Sages of the Saracens, EgyptiaabsAand
Persians; for when they were oppressed by tyrantsyiolently driven into exile, they protected angbported
themselves by means of their Art, and, though pteteand supported themselves by means of theiaAd,
through their knowledge of the transmutation ofatwtthey had at their command, not only sufficteritve upon,
but all the comforts and pomp of life, and thusctically demonstrated that they could obtain adittpold and silver
could give. Concerning this true transmutation etais, which is accomplished only by the ElixeStone of the
Philosophers, we here propose to speak. This aetiforth in a series of treatises by differernthats, which
appeared several years ago, and, like the preskmhe, was entitled "A Museum of Hermes." But mamiters
having discussed the subject, and treated it frarious points of view (so that one writes more itjethan the
other, and each throws light on the other's megnswne of my friends, who are adepts in this Aried me to add
to the former collection certain treatises suppletaiy of those already given. For though that faromlection
contained the most select writings on the subjettis was not as complete as it might have besmwas it
calculated to furnish to the reader in full meagteeeagerly expected fruit of his study. To thishwof my friends |
have all the more readily submitted, because Ifsnient must redound to the advantage of the sttidenave,
therefore, enlarged the collection with several nsetect treatises, and caused it to be adornddmany
engravings. | was most strongly impelled to undertis task by the consideration, viz., that tigbréraudulent
machinations of greedy imposters many false, seadahemical treatises have been put forward, iichvthere is
not a single spark of truth, and that very manyehasen, and still are being deceived by them. THepes, by
reading this book, in which the Magistry of the 1I8#ds most clearly and plainly set forth, and wttch no error or
forgery has been admitted, will be secured agéiresimposture of that wicked and mercenary band déiight in
fraud. For in this book all errors are shewn up disgelled. For this reason | confidently offerstiblume to the
sons of knowledge, in order that while they mayplkhipon and investigate the secret workings of Matilhey may
obtain from it nothing but the truth, and gain @arlinsight into the very nature of things. In thiene consists the
perfection of the entire most Holy Art of Philosgplonly let them go forward along the Royal RoadckiNature
prescribes in all her operations. As to the relsgdrtily bet the friends of this Art to give a #lin reception to the
present volume, and when, through the Will of Gmdeonstant labour, they have put ashore in theatehaven of
philosophy, after the nature of philosophers tdwke all that are unworthy from the knowledge togrand, being
mindful of charity towards their needy neighbothe fear of God (without any vain ostentation)sittg eternal
praises to the Good and Thrice Great God for thismidlérful and Divine Gift (without any abuse the)dnfa silent
and devoutly joyful heart.

The Golden Tract

The Golden Tract
Concerning The Philosopher's Stone.

The Author's Preface to the Art-loving Reader.

Worthy reader, and true enquirer into the secretature, marvel not that in the old age of thigldiowhen it
seems to have one foot already in the grave, | Hatermined to write this tract, although all libes ale already
full of books on this subject -- of which, howevthre greater part are false, and wear merely thgerand powder
of philosophy. | have written it not for my own pkure, but for your advantage, that, by pointintheofoundation
of truth, | might lead you back from the pathlesklarness into the right way -- which is certaifdy your own
interest. As far as | am concerned, | have longamall that | seek to know in regard to this matterd have no
need of many books, seeing that during the lasttiyvvo years | have read and re-read all the wihtasfell into
my hands -- including numerous manuscripts, as agethany printed volumes.



In this my tract you will find the subject set fortand the true solution given, not only theordtycdut also from a
practical and allegorical point of view, with a&taess and lucidity such as | believe to be almogtralleled in
any previous philosophical treatise. In quotingale always been careful to give the exact referesathat you
may look out the passage for yourself, and by eliltty considering it, sharpen your understandirggpuld more
easily have composed this treatise, and made nigsedfn to the Brethren of the Golden Cross, ifd keft out
those references; but for your sake | decided wfiser Do not wonder that | conceal my name, andseefo appear
to you face to face. | have come forward, not fier $ake of any paltry glory, or of worldly praibet to do you
good. Moreover, my teachers, even the true philosay advised me not thus to risk my life for thkesof
obtaining a high place in the world's esteem, fwose myself to greedy robbers or to give occasiomany crimes
by the prostitution of this profound secret. No bibtlne gentle reader has learned by the works ndi8egius that
whenever he shewed himself openly to the powenfulwvent in constant fear of his life. Experienaectes that
many philosophers who gave no thought to theirqgreaksafety, have been killed and deprived of ttieature by
greedy and powerful robbers; and it stands to re#tsat any one going about with a great treasuhésithand, must
fall a prey to brigands. Sendivogius concealechhime by an anagram. Thus also a short time agbemot
philosopher and Brother of the Golden Cross, whieakname has long been familiar to me, conceéaleeneath an
anagram, and made himself known to his friendsrbgragmatical designation. Why then should | plageself at
the mercy of this impure world? Permit me ratheardfriend, to follow the example of the sages, laasge the rest
to the thrice good and great God, who will maketmg self known to you in good time, if it be féwetglory of His
name, and for your and my good. Do not be eagenduiire after my name. For even if you should géiniow i,

or become personally acquainted with me, you wbalk to rest satisfied with the contents of thasttrFor | have
solemnly promised two philosophers- Bernard, Cadiftrevisan, and Neigens -- that | will not bettayany one
more than has been revealed in this book. Neiteamixious to ask whether | actually possess tleisipus treasure.
Ask rather whether | have seen how the world waated; whether | am acquainted with the natureefgyptian
darkness; what is the cause of the rainbow; whihbwithe appearance of the glorified bodies ageeral
resurrection; what is the most indelible colour.y©i that rightly understand this little book, livénquire whether
you have seen that great salt sea, without anpsiom, raise a sufficiency of the moisture of ature to the
summits of the highest mountains. Tell me whereetliesulphur out of sulphur, and mercury out ofcuey -- or
where sulphur springs from mercury, and again mgritom sulphur. When was there placed before wyas the
idea of most fervent love, the male and the feraalbracing each other so closely that they coulchare be torn
asunder, but through unsearchable love becamelbye® understand what | am alluding to, and hasggrmed
the experiment with your own hands, and seen h witur own eyes, | welcome you as fellow partakdrthe
mystery, and have no dearer wish than to enjoy fanailiar intercourse -- for which reason | haveaasent forth
into the world this little tract.

If any one complain of the difficulty of our Ariet him know that in itself it is perfectly simplgnd can present no
obstacle to those who love God, and are held wdiyhilim of this knowledge. If any one blame medetting
forth the truths of this Art too plainly and clegrso as to render it possible for any one to gainowledge thereof,
| answer that | have indeed explained them witlicgeht lucidity for those who are worthy and fordained of
God, but that the unworthy can derive no profitiirthem. To some foolish and shallow persons | lsaveral
times expounded this Art in the simplest manned, @ren word for word, but they despised it onlyd ammuld not
believe me that there is exhibited in our work aftdd resurrection of the dead. Our Art, its theasywell as its
practice, is altogether a gift of God, Who givewliten and to whom He elects: it is not of him thdls, or of him
that runs, but simply through the mercy of God. Ugitol had diligently studied this Art for 17 or §8ars, yet |
had, after all, to wait for God's own time, andequtdt as a free gift. No one need doubt the tantbertainty of this
Art. It is as true and certain, and as surely areldiby God in nature, as it is that the sun shah@®ontide, and the
moon shews her soft splendour at night. But | mostlude this preface, and gird myself for writthg tract itself.
But ye, beloved Brethren of the Golden Cross, wigcadout to learn how to enjoy and use this mastipus gift of
God in secret, do not remain unknown to me, ane iknow me not, be sure that the faithful will igpeoved and
their faith become known through the Cross, whileusity and pleasure overshadow it. God be withAnsen!

The Golden Tract
Concerning The Stone Of The Philosophers.

ANCIENT as well as modern philosophers, most bedawsader, and devoted seeker after true wisdompwhe
through the grace of God they had reached theafdhkir desires, have endeavoured to make thedogery
known to their fellow inquirers in all parts of theorld -- not only because they wished to informrththat the
thrice great and good God had enlightened theidsiblessed the labours of their hands, and shewrem the
greatest and most profound secret of earthly wisfomwhich benefit all praise, honour, and glorg gustly due to



Him) -- but also that they might afford assistateeeginners in the Art, by which, with God's pession, they too
might attain to the knowledge of this most holy teyg. Such men there have been in all countriesogst the
Egyptians Hermes Trismegistus holds the highesepldnen come Chaldaeans, Greeks, Arabs, Ital@asls,

Englishmen, Dutchmen, Spaniards, Germans, Polaggatians, Hebrews, and many others. Though the
aforementioned Sages wrote at different times,iauifferent languages, yet their works exhibitrsarvellous an
agreement, that any true philosopher may easilyrestall their hearts had been gladdened by Galdeiiscovery

of this stone, and that they all had performedwask with their own hands. Now, as the truth ddithviews is

perceived by their agreement, so the disagreenfi@ertain others marks them as false philosopliens.not
knowing the foundation of this glorious Art, and kimg up fanciful theories out of their own headwyt exhibit
their ignorance to all.

The aforesaid agreement exists in regard to théeljats solution, its weight, and the regulatiow ancrease of the
fire.
As concerns the Matter, it is one, and containbiwittself all that is needed. Out of it the arfisepares whatever
he wants. Its "Birth is in the sand," as the phiftser Anastratus says in "The Crowd": "Nothing @renprecious
than the red sand of the sea,; it is the distilledstare of the Moon joined to the light of the Sand congealed.”
That only this one substance is required is atidsyeAgadmon in the same book. He says: "Know tinégss you
take my body [sulphur] without the spirit [mercumg will not obtain what ye desire. Cease to tlohknany things.
Nature is satisfied with one thing, and he who dumsknow it is lost."
In the same way Arnold, of Villa Nova, writes irsHiFlower of Flowers"; "Our stone is made out oédhing, and
with one thing." To the same effect he says tadimg of Naples: "All that is in our stone is esdahto it, nor Does
it need any foreign ingredient. Its nature is arg] it is one thing." And Rosinus says: "Know ttegt object of
your desire is one thing, out of which all thinge anade." Lilium: "You have need only of one thimdnich at any
stage of our experiment can be changed into anatitare." So Geber says in his "Summary": "Our etsrone,
one medicine, to which we add nothing, from whidhtake nothing away, only removing that which is
superfluous.” Again, Scites in "The Crowd" sayse Hssence of this Art is in like manner a certaia thing which
is stronger and more exalted than all other thiagd, is called the most powerful acid, becausbahges gold into
a clear spirit, without which there is neither veimiéss, nor blackness, nor redness. When theisgoibed to the
body it becomes one with it; and yet again becomgsirit, and is saturated with the spiritual andhangeable
tincture, and thus again by combination receivbedily tincture which cannot be annihilated. If yolace the body
without the acid over She fire, it will be burntdadestroyed.” From these words of Scites the remifgint
conclude, that not one but two things, namely aytard an acid (as he calls it) are required, aatlaHiquid must
be combined with a dry thing lest the dry thingudddoe consumed by the fire, in order that by théstrthing it
may be preserved from such combustion. To sucmelasion, if rightly accepted, | gladly subscrilBait from the
above mentioned philosophical dicta (however olguwworded they may be) it is clearer than day that
substance of our Blessed Stone is one (althoudgrelift sages call it by different names), and Nettre has made
it ready to the hand of the adept, having willeid tine thing, and no other thing in all the wottwbe the material
of the Stone. This Matter lies before the eyedlpEaerybody sees it, touches it, loves it, bubws it not. It is
glorious and vile, precious and of small account] & found everywhere. Theophrastus Paracelsins inook
concerning "The Tincture of Physical Things," célihe Red Lion, which is named by many, but kndwrfew.
Hermes, in the first chapter of his Treatise, dallQuick Silver coagulated in its innermost charh" In the
"Rosary of the Philosophers"” it goes by the nam®atf. But, to be brief, our Matter has as many emas there are
things in the world; that is why the foolish knownot. Foolish | call those who, without any praxscknowledge of
Nature and her properties, undertake to learnAtisand come to it (as Arnold says) like the asthe crib, not
knowing for what they open their mouths. Hencs ivell said by Geber, in the "Sum of Perfectioie'who has
no elementary knowledge of Nature is far from gopraappreciation of this Art." And Rosarius saysadvise no
one to approach this Art unless he knows the lacnd the regimen of Nature: if he be acquaintitd these,
little is wanting to him except one thing, nor némdput himself to a great expense, since the stomee, the
medicine is one, the vessel one, the rule ongliposition one." Yet this one substance is saléiviby the
operation of Nature, and the skill of the Artistat it is transmuted into our White Eagle, nor dibessplendour of
the sun illuminate more abundantly the spagyridenatith its beams; or, as Basilius Valentinus hgtthat,
"thence is born a spirit white as snow, and anagpeit red as blood, which two spirits are conggirin a third
hidden thing." Hence King Aros well says: "Our n@de is composed out of two things having one essen
namely, through the mercurial union of a solid arljuid, a spiritual and a corporeal, a cold amdaést, a warm
and a dry, and in no other way can it be made." Rinthard the Englishman says: "The stone is orefrtédicine
one, which, however, according to the philosopiecalled Rebis (Two-thing), being composed of thiags,
namely a body and spirit [red or white]. But oveistmany foolish persons have gone astray, explginiin divers



ways." Rebis is two things, and these two thingsaare thing, namely, water joined to a body, byclvhihe body is
dissolved into a spirit, that is, mineral watert ofiwhich it was first made; and this body andisphake up one
mineral water, which is called Elixir, that is tays ferment; for then water and spirit are oneghuf which is
composed a tincture and medicine for purging allié® And thus, according to the philosophers, aeetithe
nature of sulphur and mercury above ground, whilgenground they become gold and silver. Bernardin€Cof
Trevisan and the March, says: "Our work is perfaiog means of one root, and two crude mercuriastsuizes,
drawn and extracted from a mineral, pure and cleging conjoined by the heat of friendship, as thidter
requires, and carefully cooked until the two thibgsome one thing," &c. Basilius Valentinus (LibatNet
Supernat., c. 4) says: "l will make this knownhee in all truth for the love of God], that the roé philosophic
sulphur, which is a heavenly spirit, is unitedhie same material with the root of the spiritual andernatural
mercury, and the principle of spiritual salt -- @fitvhich is made the Stone, and not out of seuwbrags. That
universal thing, the greatest treasure of eartlidgglam, is one thing, and the principles of thréagh are found in
one, which has power to change all metals into ©he.three things are the true spirit of mercung the soul of
sulphur, united to spiritual salt, and dwellingoime body; they are dragon and eagle, king and dipinit and body,
etc."

In this way our prepared material is also calledenamd female, active and passive. So Zimon say§,lie Crowd"
: "Know that the secret of the work consists inerahd female, i.e., an active and a passive ptendiplead is
found the male, in orpiment the female. The majleices when the female is brought to it, and thedke receives
from the male a tinging seed, and is coloured thefeAnd Diomedes says: "Join the male child of 'tkd servant’
to the fragrant spouse, and they will produce thiea of our Art. But you must not introduce anyeign matter,
neither dust, nor any other thing. The conceptidhtlen be perfect, and a true son will be borh, Gow precious
is the nature of the 'red servant,' without whorthimy can be effected !" Others call it quicksilver mercury, and
sulphur, or fire, as Roger Bacon says, in the tbirapter of his "Mirror" : "Out of sulphur and marg are all
metals, and nothing adheres to them, neither mefbio them, or transmutes them, but what is ahthend thus we
must accept mercury and sulphur as the matteredgtitne.” So also Menabadus says: "He who joircksgiliver to
the body of magnesia, and the woman to the margastthe secret essence by which bodies are ealdurullius
in his "Codicil" says : "The property of our mergus to be coagulated by its sulphur”". And, in Bractice of his
Testament: "The silver is a flowing moisture, fiogtabove and preserving the whole from combustion.
Others use the names, body, spirit, and soul. Anngld, in his "Flower of Flowers," says: "The Sadeve
affirmed that our Stone is composed of body, smud] spirit, and they have spoken truly. For thedrfect part they
have compared to a body, because it is weak. Ther weey have called spirit, and truly, because $pirit. The
ferment they have termed soul, because it givegdithe imperfect body (which before was dead), rmaakes its
form more beautiful."

Again, he says: "A spirit is never joined to a bduy by the interposition of a soul. For the seuihe medium
between body and spirit, joining them together."rldious says: "The soul quickly enters its own bedyut if you
tried to join it to a foreign body, you would lakxdn vain." And Lilium says: "Body, soul, and spimake up one
thing, which has all in itself, and to which nothiis added."

But why should we mention and explain all the natmegvhich our Matter is designated? We will be emtwith
the foregoing, seeing that they are the most comamainthe most germane to our purpose. In the fallgywages,
after endeavouring to find where our substancehiigésand where it may be obtained, we will say somords
about the mode of its dis solution, that beingradtethe principal object of our inquiry. And fitsas concerns the
search after our Matter, we should remember thetdrbeginning, when there was nothing but Himgadfd, who
is infinite in wisdom, created two classes of tlsngamely, those that are in heaven, and thosatbatnder
heaven. The heavenly things (about which we neetiere speak at length) are the heavens themsealvedhe
dwellers in heaven The things that are under tlawdmes were created out of four elements, and anencmly
divided into three classes. Those that live antifeld the first place, and are called animals. $&eond class are
the plants, that grow out of the earth, but do f8et. The third class, that of the minerals, ha®itgin
underground. These three classes include all tiesteath the moon) has been created out of the etendéhey can
never become more or less, and God has bound leaght® its own genus and species, so that it carimenge
from one genus to another. If any one tried to nmeakean or a tree out of a stone, or a monkey ar det of a plant,
or an animal or a plant out of lead, he would b®/pnted from doing so by the eternal order of theaGKing. If
such a thing were possible, all classes of natbgdcts could be changed into one. But, becaudeaubange
would put an end to the world, the Ruler of thevénse does not permit it. Nay, what is more, Heamdy
restricted everything to its own kind, but gaveteaeated thing its own seed, by which it mighpbepagated after
its own manner -- always remaining in its own clasgl not overstepping the bounds of some otheiespdf any
one wished to change a man into a horse, an applaiettuce, a diamond or any other jewel intta glbe would



make an enormous mistake. For such an attempt vieusyainst the nature of sublunar things. And aa$ in the
beginning so it shall be in the end, when the Almygwho in the beginning said "Let it be," shalys'Let it
perish." But among those things which have a comsufistance, seed, and elementary compositionpdtis
difficult to accomplish an amelioration and impravent, by the purification of their matter. So weynsae a man
of a clear and subtle mind attain to a higher degfehuman excellence than others who are lessdgitthis
difference arises from the superior purity and letptof his spiritual substance, which again ha®iigin in a
rectified and well constituted body. Thus also we ene horse excel the strength and speed of anatitkit is the
same with all kinds of living beings. A like rulelds good to an even greater degree in regarcatdphnd trees --
with trees, by transplanting, grafting, and kindneelthods well familiar to gardeners; while as toentvegetable
natures, we are taught by daily experience howtpland flowers of the same kind differ from eadteotin glory,
in beauty, in fragrance, and savour. Of this cloaed tulips afford a striking instance. Into hownyaifferent
species have these flowers been developed; andileses new developments are being made more hddtaifn
day to day, and it is universally admitted thaterewere there such fine and fragrant flowers befdfeat am | to
say about metals which have a common substanceslypaquicksilver, digested and consolidated bygbeer of
sulphur ? Concerning this common substance, Richar&nglishman has the following words: "Naturs ha
elaborated all kinds of fusible things by a natgralcess out of mercury, and the substance oftiighar, because it
is the property of quicksilver to be consolidatgdsteam, as by the heat of white and red sulphichwioes not
burn.”

The same view is expressed by Arnold (pt. I., cp."Quicksilver is the elementary form of all tiys -fusible; for
all things fusible, when melted, are changed iftand it mingles with them because it is of themeaubstance
with them. Such bodies differ from quicksilver lretr composition only so far as itself is or is free from the
foreign matter of impure sulphur.” Similarly Rosin(fAd Saratantam) says: "The substance of all métahe heart
of the earth is solidified and imperfect quicksitvior by the quickening heat of sulphur differemttals (according
to the different varieties of sulphur) are genatatethe earth; their original substance is onetardsame, and is
modified only by a greater or smaller externaluefice." Hence we see daily how busily Nature isipied in
bringing them to mortification and perfection. Ntive perfection of metals, and the final intentidMNature in
regard to them, is gold. For all metals shew thaiuke has done something for them towards ultippatéection, no
metal is so base as not to contain a single grfajold or silver Nature would always change quiblesithat has
within itself its own sulphur into gold, if she veenot often hindered by some outward impedimeat, imnpure,
foetid, and combustible sulphur. In most cases gottlig out pure, clear, free from dross, and uehixith any
other metals. But most frequently a large quamitioreign sulphur mingles with the quicksilverdatiius prevents
its perfect development; and, according to theetprf that sulphur, different kinds of metals gemerated, as
Aristotle says (4. Meteor.): "If the quicksilver béa good substance but the sulphur impure andastible, it
changes the quicksilver into brass. If the quisksilbe stony, impure, and earthy, and the sulpbtipare, it
becomes iron. Tin seems to have good and pure gjlviek but the sulphur is bad and not well mixedad has
gross, bad, and ill-smelling quicksilver, and iggmot properly coagulated."

That retarding, combustible, and foetid sulphurdsthe true fire that fashions metals; but quickesihas its own
sulphur in itself, which is sufficient for the purge of fashioning it, as Bernard, Count of Trevjsays: "Some
believe that in the generation of metals, a sulighsubstance is introduced from without; but, o ¢bntrary, it is
clear that in the working of Nature sulphur is attg enclosed in the mercury. Yet it has no powétr éxcept
through the moving heat, by which the said sulpwhanged, and with it two other qualities of thercury. In this
way, then, Nature generates by means of this sulplewdifferent kinds of metals in the veins of dath,
according to the diversity of degrees and altenstibFor in metals, according to Arnold (pt. I., @p), "there is a
two-fold superfluity: one that is enclosed in theérmost nature of the quicksilver, and got thetbeafirst
mingling of the metal; the other does not belonthtbessence of it, is external to it, and corhiptiTo remove the
former is a difficult task; the latter may be reradwvithout any difficulty. The combustible sulphsitaken away
by being subjected to the action of fire, or istd®ged by foreign bodies; but the other, whichnishe quicksilver,
is preserved by it from combustion." But againt ithavard sulphur which fashions the quicksilverdrging to it,
and matures it towards perfection, is either purenpure, combustible or incombustible. Impure suiphinders
the digestion of the quicksilver, which cannot tamsformed into gold until that which does not Ipgldo it has
been entirely separated from it; but the pure, mmoostible, fixed sulphur remains with it, and ttaength it
passes either into gold or silver, according asthghur is either white or red. This internal $ulpis nothing but
mature mercury, and the most advanced part ofuleksjlver. and for this reason the quicksilveraiges it so
kindly, as being of its own essence, while it regabe other which is foreign to it. So Richard Erglishman says,
in his ninth chapter: "The more simple the sulpkuthe more readily does it combine with simpld anre
mercury, and the more intimately they combine tloeenprecious is the metal which is produced. "Buhs



sulphur, says Avicenna, "is not found on earthepxén so far as it exists in metallic bodies tlglothe action of
the sun and moon. In the sun it exists in a ped&te, because there it is better digested amttit" According
to Richard, in his twelfth chapter, the red sulpbiithe philosophers exists in the sun on accofiitt greater
digestion, and the white sulphur in the moon oroant of its inferior digestion."

Since, then, the substance of the metals is one@mdnon to all, and since this substance is (edhence, or after
laying aside in course of time the foreign and sulphur of the baser metals by a process of gtatigestion)
changed by the virtue of its own indwelling sulpimto GOLD. which is the goal of all the metalsgahe true
intention of Nature -- we are obliged to admit, dmely confess that in the mineral kingdom, ad aglin the
vegetable and animal kingdoms, Nature seeks andmf#gsra gradual attainment of perfection, and augdad
approximation to the highest standard of purity ercellence.

| thought it would be best, O friendly searcheNafture, to discuss the matter more in detail, deothat you might
the more readily know and make use of the substahoar Stone! For if you attempted to produce $tane out of
an animal substance you would fail, because thettimgs belong to different natural orders. For $itene is a
mineral, but you would be trying to fashion it @fitan animal substance. "But nothing," says ouh®id, in his
first chapter, "can be got out of a thing whicimé in it. Therefore every species, every genusryeratural order,
is naturally developed within its own limits, beagifruit after its own kind, and not within soméiet essentially
different order: everything in which seed is sowastrcorrespond to its own seed.” And Basil. Valamndisays:
"Consider and know, my friend, that you must nd¢sean animal soul for this your purpose. ForHlasd blood
were given by the Creator to animals, and are prigpanimals, and from them animals are formedtaodght
forth.” For this reason | wonder at those who wishe regarded as great adepts, and yet look éosuhstance of
the stone in female menstruums, the seminal feggis, hairs, urine, and similar things, and areasbamed to fill
so many volumes with their vain and worthless regjand to deceive the ignorant with such foofistile, and
useless speculations. Roger, in his "Mirror" (@p, iexpresses his amazement at the folly of tmeea when he
exclaims: "How strange that any sane person sHoaldfor what he wants in the animal and vegetaiwdds,
which have nothing whatever to do with the objddtie search, while the mineral world is quite eady to his
hand. It is incredible that any philosopher shasthblish his art on such a remote foundation,Exoeeed by
way of allegory.” "For our Stone (says Basil) is n@ade of combustible things. Verily that Stone grelmatter
thereof are safe from all such violence, theref@mase to seek it in the animal kingdom; for Naheeself could not
find it there." Again, whoever hopes to find itthee vegetable world, as, for instance, in treefhd)dlowers, is
quite as much mistaken as he who would change iambimto a stone. Plants and trees, with all thay produce,
may be consumed by fire, and leave nothing behindHhz dust out of which they are made, and thenddth at
the first creation of their species they receiwedf Nature. Let no one be misled by the confidesedions of
those who pretend that they can produce the Pipilests Stone out of wheat, or out of wine. Thegeqgres fancy
they understand the meaning of a certain passate writings of Raymond Lullius, but they exhitiie depth of
their folly by the assumption of profound wisdomgdahus only deceive themselves and others. | ddemwy that
some excellent solvents, indispensable both telilysician and to the chemist, are obtained froredlsmurces; but
| do most positively deny that the Philosopheran®tcan be prepared, or its seed elicited, froomilsince the
Creator has ordained that nothing should overs$tefpounds of the natural order to which it wasipaitly
assigned. Hence every true disciple of wisdom nzdliey that the substance of the Stone is to bénglotaeither in
the animal nor in the vegetable world, seeing ltiedih are combustible. We must therefore look faniiong
incombustible things, that is to say, in the mih&rarld, and thence only can we prepare it. Siticen, the Stone of
the Wise is mineral, and there are different kiofisiinerals, as stones (including clay and theedififit varieties of
earth), salts, general minerals, and metals, we fatther ask, in which of all these it is contain®/e may at once
eliminate stones, because they contain no fusilelewny and cannot be melted, dissolved, or divideatheir
component parts on account of the large quantifpreign sulphur and earthly substance which cleéaxbem.

Nor will the wise investigator of Nature's secrexpect to find the substance of the Blessed Stosalis, alums, or
similar minerals. In them he meets with a sharprombng, destructive spirit, but mercury and sulplas
understood by philosophers, he would vainly loak €@eneral minerals, like magnesia, bismuth, antiyetc., can
never under any circumstances become metals; hew, tan the substance of this Stone, which igskential
perfection of all metals and minerals, be obtaifnech them? Moreover, they have nothing in commothwietals,
but do burn corrode, and destroy them: -- how teanthey be the means of their improvement?

Hear what Richard the Englishman has to say orhisl (cp. x.) : "The lesser minerals cannot becoetals --
First, because they were not generated out oflémentary substance of metals, which is quicksilBert seeing
that their generation differs from the generatibmetals in form, and substance, and compositlugy tan never
become metals, because things belonging to the spenges have the same elementary substance, &mgl fspm
the same seed. But the lesser minerals are notageddrom mercury, as we learn from Aristotle &wicenna. If



they were to become metals, they would have togdarto the elementary substance of metals. Amdessuch a
transformation is beyond the power of chemistrgytban never become metals; that is to say, theyesger be the
substance of the Stone. Second, since the leseerats cannot be come the elementary substancetafsnwhich
is mercury, they can never reach the middle an@tioeof the same development, namely, metals antintture.
But because the properties of the lesser mineralfoeeign to those of the metals, although they hmve some of
the virtues of minerals, yet on the whole theylass excellent and are liable to be injured by flieerefore the
nature of metals delights not in them, but repedsrt, while it receives that which is suited td-ibr this reason they
are foolish who bring in so many foreign speculadidor the purpose of imposing upon their heaffershe things
they put forward are altogether unlike metals aawul mever receive nor impart their nature.”

The student must not suffer himself to be misledhaylanguage occasionally employed with regaghtts by the
philosophers whom we have quoted, as, for instamben it is said, in the mystic language of ouresagHe who
works without salt will never raise dead bodies’;again, when he reads in the book of SoliloqliEg, who works
without salt draws a bow without a string." For youst know that these sayings refer to a very wffekind of
salt from the common mineral. This you may see fthenfollowing passage of the "Rosary of the Ploipdgers":
"The salt of metals is the Philosopher's StonepforStone is water congealed in gold and siltés; hostile to fire
and may be dissolved into the water of which @¢amposed after its kind." And that the "congealeden’ of the
Sages does not mean ordinary water may be gatfreradhe following words of Geber (lib. forn., cqx.): "Seek
to resolve the sun and the moon into their dry watkich the vulgar call mercury.” The Sages hdse described
their earth under the name of salt -- e.g., in"8@unding of the Trumpet,” where it is said: "Thddich is left at the
bottom of the distilling vessel is our salt -- ti@to say, our earth.” And in the "Allegories bétWise" one bursts
forth into these words: "Mark well that those badvehich flow forth from our bodies are salts anghad.” At times
they call the medicine itself "Salt," as in theld@ling passage of the "Scale" : "The virtue of skeond water is to
exalt earth into its own mineral salt, as thougéiragating it by its own strength.” And Arnold, his work
concerning the "Preservation of Youth," (lib. isays: "This prepared salt has great virtue inguréisg youth. The
Sages have compared it to the natural heat ofthegdtuth. The Stone itself has sometimes beencthlfethe wise
the Animal Stone, sometimes the Mineral Secregamount this similitude; sometimes the EverlasiRegnedy, or
the Water of Life. The whole preparation may beursdl to the purest drinking water, like other tisitigat have the
same properties.” From the aforesaid it clearlyeapp that we are forbidden both by the teachirtheBages and
by the nature of the thing to suppose that the&St@am be made out of the lesser minerals.

We should next enquire more carefully whether tla¢ten of our Stone may be obtained from the inteliate
minerals -- like bismuth, antimony, magnesia, amas. They are certainly often mentioned in thisrextion by
the Sages. Thus Senior says, in a certain pas8agetlow orpiment has not the power of coagulgtimercury our
Magistery can never attain its goal." Thomas deidagirecommends us to take "our antimony or blacthe'
while Parmenides, in "The Crowd," says: "Take gsiigler and coagulate it in the body of magnesia;asruptible
sulphur.” But in all such passages these termasad metaphorically; it is not meant that the GBtahe can ever
be made out of such substances. The orpiment agdesia of the Sages are not the common mineralshéu
substance which in other passages is called thatAtye Lion, the King, Sulphur, and by many othames. They
call it orpiment because it gives a deeper and rodhent colouring to gold; magnesia becausehef éxcellence
and greatness of that which is gained from it;raatiy, with Thomas Aquinas, on account of the lanitiblackness
which it assumes after solution. As a matter of, fatien the Stone has assumed its ebony colouratteeipn the
habit of comparing it to all black things.

But it may be said that some of these intermediatesrals are, as a matter of fact, composed of tngiand
sulphur, and may become metals, e.g., magnesiasunith lead and tin, and antimony not only mingléth
metals, but also produces a lead not very diffefrem natural lead. Moreover, it is asserted thahynpersons of
high and low degree have actually seen gold madeese minerals. It is further said that as theserals are
composed of mercury and sulphur (and can by chémieans be reduced to them), and are thereforeofremon
origin with the metals, the substance of the Stoag also be elicited from them. But, in the firktqe, we must
draw a distinction between the various mineralshisf class, namely those which contain mercury,thnde which
hardly ever contain it. Those that are full of meycare of greater account, since, by means oMadicine, their
mercury may be transformed into gold and silved, dheir nature being partly metallic, they may M called
half metals. But the rest, which have no mercurg,cd no use for our purpose. But forasmuch agawount of the
gross and combustible sulphur which is in themnehe first are very far indeed from the metallaal so they
cannot be taken for the substance of our Stonehadfiould be pure and perfect mercury combined puitie,
subtle, and incombustible sulphur. That they arstrimopure and deeply infected with the grossnesheif
sulphur, may be easily seen by the test of a clemaigperiment. One of them (zinetum) might, by ozesf its
weight and brilliance, be taken at first sight pfarre mercury by the careless; but when broughtedést of fire it is



consumed with a smoke, like that of sulphur. Bigmon the other hand, is not even fusible by firsuch is its
earthy grossness and impurity. Antimony, again,&purged by a chemical process, and reduceddoyavhite
and beautiful regulus. As we gaze upon it in thigffed state, it seems difficult to believe thatriay not be
transformed into something glorious. Hence it igired that some self-conceited people should happased that
the Stone may be prepared from it. But however namtimony is purged of its blackness, it still retaits
grossness, hardness, and sulphuric propertiesnihever become malleable (like the metals), aacktare, in spite
of its numerous affinities, cannot be regarded aetal. Moreover, it has gross and impure mercamng its sulphur
is combustible. Ye, then, who would be great phifdgers and do deceive many with your voluminousings, in
which you put this mineral forward as the esseridheuniversal remedy -- | ask you again and agameconsider
your opinion, and to mark the saying of Arnold,tttitiis foolish to seek in a thing that which ib&s not contain."”
He also says, in his Commentary on "The Crowd"he"philosopher's stone is a pure substance." Agalhs in
his "Last Testament," observes: "Our tincture ihimy but pure fire." There is an expression toghme effect in
his "Vade Mecum" : "It is a subtle spirit whichdi@s bodies and cleanses them of their leprousriitiis." But this
mineral (like all the rest, without a single exdep} is so gross and impure that it can only barcsed by the
mediation of our tincture. Therefore, the substasfosur Great Stone cannot be elicited from itcsifRichard, cp.
I.) nothing can be obtained from a body which do&isexist therein. What shall we say of vitriol, islhmisleads
many by its wonderful qualities, especially as sqag of it changes into copper, and itself hagpiner of
transforming if on into copper? As a matter of faicis the elementary substance of copper, anchwihis mineral
vapour (or aeriform mercury) finds in the mineralns of the earth a place where its bitter, a@#t, and venereal
sulphur lies hid, it immediately amalgamates witimio a metal. But since the quantity of the agaid sulphur
greatly exceeds that of the mercury, when the puseparated from the impure, and the combustibla the
incombustible by the segregating office of Nattine, mercury itself is changed into a greenish iofesubstance.
When common sulphur is added to copper, and théewdrought in contact with fire (for art can doibyense heat
in a few moments what it takes the gentle heatatfid a long time to accomplish) it corrodes thepew, and
changes it into vitriol, and, in proportion to theantity of the sulphur, the vitriol assumes aeicbr fainter colour;
whence it comes that some vitriol contains morepeo@and some less. In iron, too, there is grogshsmj hence it is
corroded by vitriol which seeks its mercury (thercuey of iron being very like that of vitriol), anthe mercury
being joined to the sulphur) the iron becomes popper.

It should be carefully noticed that the acid spfivitriol is generated from sulphur; for the sl sulphur is
perceived in the spirit of vitriol, and the spiitsulphur, like the spirit of vitriol, has power thange into vitriol.
Since, then, this corrosive sulphur is hid in witrend since it contains so small a quantity gfune mercury, we
may be sure that it cannot be the object of ourckedn this we agree with Alphidius, who says: K&deed, my
son, and eschew dead bodies, and stones; in thiags there is no true way of procedure, for thidrpreserves
not, but destroys. Such are salts, orpiments, exs@@agnesia, bismuth, tutty, and the like." And@ld (Flos Flor.)
says: "The reason of these mistakes is that thesfaitits, viz., orpiment, salt of ammonia, mercuapd sulphur, are
not the seed of perfect or imperfect metals (exagftourse, mercury and sulphur by themselves)."

But from these last words of Arnold it might beded that common mercury and quicksilver are thestnce of
the stone, seeing that these are referred to thesforits, and that sulphur is supposed to codatdithe mercury.
But | answer, with Richard the Englishman, in Heventh chapter, that it does not really do so.dwary kind of
common sulphur is repugnant to metals, as the Sage "Indeed you must know that sulphur comes fout of
the fatness of the earth, and is thickened in timera by gentle heat; when it becomes hard itlied¢aulphur.”
Now there are two kinds of sulphur, the living ahd combustible. Quick sulphur is the active ppleiof metals,
and, when purged from all foreign matter, is thetti®taof our Stone. But the common combustible wgii not the
Matter of metals or of our Stone; rather, it isungjus to them. Common, combustible sulphur -- s@keetold by
Avicenna and Richard the Englishman -- has nottorgdp with our art. However carefully preparedstit
disintegrates and destroys metals, because itdaffinity with them. When enclosed in metals gitards their
fusion. This is clearly seen in the case of irohjolr contains hard, gross, and impure sulphur. Whisrsulphur is
burned it is nothing but a dead, earthy, powdebstance. How then can it impart life to other tisipgror it has
two principles of decay -- its inflammability artg iarthy impurity. The sulphur of the Sages, @ndtiner hand, is
living fire; it is quick, and quickens and matutiésless substances. Common sulphur, then, carmtidsubstance
of the Stone.

But what shall we infer concerning common mercuriie Sages tell us that the Matter of our Stonen®ecurial
substance, and many of its qualities closely re¢ethiose of vulgar mercury. For it is the elementarbstance of
all fusible minerals, as Arnold says (Ros., ptCh, ii.): "Since all fusible substances, when egliare changed into
it, and it mingles with them because of its commature: they can differ from it only in so far agdntains impure
foreign sulphur.” And, again (cp. iv.): "Living many is clearly most perfect, and proved in alldperations, since



it saves from combustion and promotes fusion. tihésred tincture, the sum of perfection, and qaishightning;
nor is it severed from that with which it has miedjlso long as it exists. The same is full of affintleaving
faithfully, and is the medium by which tinctureg amited, for it mingles most intimately with thepgnetrating
naturally into their inmost part, for it is of tseame nature. We imitate Nature exactly, who inrhieera hath no
other matter whereon she works except a pure maldéarm. It is the only thing that overcomes fiemd is not
overcome by it, but delights in its amicable warrh#kgain, Bernard says "In this mercury is enclossdential
sulphur, which the fire cannot touch; and it acctishgs our object without any other substance thahof pure
mercury." Seeing, then, that mercury has such gbroperties, it must surely be the substanaaiofStone?
True; but as there are two kinds of sulphur, seetlage two kinds of mercury, the common mercury tlledmercury
of the Sages. Common mercury is gross and crudejoes it stand the test of fire like our mercuomyt is
dissipated in the form of smoke, even by gentld.hdance the Sages have laid down this rule: "Cercory is not
the mercury of the vulgar herd." So Lullius say&{Ccp. 1.) : "Common quicksilver, however caréfudrepared,
can never become the quicksilver of the Sages;dommon quicksilver can only stand the test of liiyethe aid of
some other dry and more highly digested quicksiMBut most students of this art have spoken Igrgbbut the
sublimation of common mercury, and have persisteskeking the treasure of earthly wisdom wherarinot be
found, because Nature has not placed it there. #aly, the working even of common mercury is sanderful that
it has misled some who supposed themselves todggsath this art. The following is a case in polrknew a man
who succeeded in giving to his amalgam an oranfgricdout he could not get it any nearer to theapbf gold.
At last this clever chemist determined to incretageheat of the furnace, thinking that this wouddida the desired
effect of more intimately combining the variousriedients. But alas ! the alembic burst, the gold tmarled into
the fire, and almost changed from its nature bystiievolatile mercury. Hence it appears that thercury (which is
its body) so strongly affected the gold in its nt@st particles as to reduce it to a tincture, altffioseveral colours
were obtained by the action of the heat on theedattass. If that good man had taken to heart Almeldrds in
the "Flower of Flowers," he would never have mddg experiment. For the said Arnold makes referém¢kose
who adopt this method in the following terms: "THayew that mercury is the elementary principlehaf metals,
and that they are produced through its digestiothbyheat of sulphur; they therefore sublimed mgroy itself,
then fixed and consolidated it, again melted it ditdagain coagulate it: but when they came to éxarthe
alembic, they found no gold, etc." Therefore wentdrbelieve that common quicksilver is the substasfiche
Stone. At the same time | do not deny that it didpensable both to the philosophical chymist anith¢ physician.
We have carefully sought the substance of our stotiee animal and vegetable world, among stommsselr,
intermediate, and greater minerals, but in vain.rist now see whether we can find it in the metais, if so,
whether in all or only in some. It is a well-knofiact (to which Roger bears witness, Spec., cp, that all metals
are generated out of sulphur and quicksilver, aatinothing will become one with them, or changathbut what
originates in themselves; since a thing can beldped and improved only by that which belongs $oitvn nature
(Richard, cp. i.).

| need not say that the Great Artist has ordaihatthroughout the whole of Nature things shouldegate and
produce only that which is like them, so that,ifetance, a horse can never be the offspring cdia iAs brute
animals," says Basil Valentine, "cannot multiplyeattheir kind by way of generation except by \értof their
common nature; so you cannot expect to obtain thesBd Stone, but out of its own seed, out of whiafas made
from the beginning. Now to find the seed you shdlildently consider for what purpose you require Store. You
will at once see that it can be obtained only ftbenmetallic root from which God has ordained thatmetals
themselves should be generated. Moreover, thergtisat conformity between the generation of th@alsand the
Stone. For in both sulphur and quicksilver (coritajrthat salt which is their quickening soul) andispensably
required; nor can any useful metal be generatdatitbase three (making up the metallic substanesketbeen
combined for in the composition of metals there timesnothing which has not been obtained from aahiet
source." "No external thing says Draco, "whichas eerived from these two [sulphur and mercury] pawer to
produce or transmute metals. On this account we salsct a metallic substance for the productiothefStone."
We must next briefly enquire whether it is to barfd in imperfect metals. Many imagine that the tare of the
white (tincture) may be elicited from tin or leaahd that of the red out of copper or iron, or bdthis idea is
doubtless owing to a misconception of the wordthefSages. For Geber (lib. forn. cp., ix.) say$iéass for
fermentation we generally gain from the imperféade] bodies." Therefore we lay it down as a gémelathat the
white paste may be extracted from Jupiter and Batbe red from Venus, Saturn, and Mars. And B&silentinus
says (Lib. de phys. et hyperphys.), that the tirectsl prepared out of a conjunction of Mars andigei\gain
(Triumph. Antimon.), he uses these words: "Aftas tincture of the Sun and Moon comes the tinctdréenus and
Mars which two make up the tincture of the Sun, mvtieey have been thoroughly perfected and condeAdtd
these come the tinctures of Jupiter and of Saforrttfe coagulation of mercury) and at last thettine of mercury



itself." But the searcher of Nature must know thate can be no contradiction of opinion betweeheger Basil,
for it is impossible that the true philosophersidt@ver lie, and so these words should be pareddiyliunderstood.
For no perfection can be obtained from imperfectatseeither by themselves or mixed, nor can thathis itself
imperfect bring other things to perfection. For fheest substance of mercury is required for oup@se, as is
testified in the "Sounding of the Trumpet,” andAwicenna, Lullius, and almost all the Sages, whanimously
affirm that "the purest substance of mercury iected by us for our work." Now this highly refinedbstance of
mercury is not found in the base metals, since #reyendered so gross by their impure and uneéaksulphur,
that, like leprous bodies, they can never be thginbupurged and cleansed, in which process is $keree of our
artifice. Nor do they well stand the test of fivehich is one of the properties required in our Mattet us hear
what Geber has to tell us (Summa, cp. ixiii.) conogy the impurity of imperfect metals, and thegedies of
perfect mercury: "Thus," he says, "we happen upanrhost wonderful secrets. The one is that theigtea
twofold cause for the destruction of every [impetfenetal by fire: namely, (1), the combustiblepuir enclosed
in their interior substance is kindled by fierceheand (unimpeded by any excellence in their mg)annihilates,
and converts into smoke their entire substanceft{)outward flame is fed by them, penetratestimeir interior,
and dissolves them into smoke, even though thexebesolid; (3), their interior is laid bare by calation. Now
when all these conditions of destruction are fotoggther, bodies must needs be destroyed; if theepat found
together, they are destroyed somewhat more slovblg.second secret is the excellence which quiaksimparts
to bodies. For quicksilver (no other condition etdy being present) does not permit itself to Ipaisged into its
elements, but proves its perfection by preservimgubstance intact in the fire. Blessed be Godavkated it, and
gave it such' a substance and such propertiega®afound in all Nature besides. This is thatohtovercomes
fire, and delights in its amicable heat. "Here Gatbearly shews that the substance of our Stoneatagxist in
imperfect metals; because things that are imputkemselves do not abide the fire which might guttiem, while
our mercury (on account of its purity) is not ire tflightest degree injured by the fire. Thus we@iee that no one
imperfect metal can contain the substance of cameStBut neither is it to be found in a mixturdrapure metals --
for by mixing they become less pure than they vbeffere. Moreover we said above that the substarcesquired
was one. This fact is clearly set forth by Halys.(secret., cp. vi.), when he says: "The Stor@rie; nothing else
must be added to it: out of one substance the S#gam our remedy. Nothing else must mingle with Stone
itself, or with its substance." And Morienus sad{&his Magistery grows from one original root, whibranches out
into several parts, and from which springs oneghiBut if base metals cannot be the substanckeoStone, why
do the Sages bid us employ them? | will tell yothédv they speak of impure bodies, they do not meapaer, iron,
lead, tin &c., but its own body, or its earth --Aamold (Flos Flor.) says "Mercury is united to #ai.e., to an
imperfect substance [or body]. "For though thistl@ais so perfect and pure that in these respeatsuld seem to
attain the utmost possibility of Nature, yet inaedjto the Stone it is still imperfect and impurethis point art
leaves Nature behind, since it accomplishes whairdaould not perform. That this earth beforglenary
purgation and regeneration is imperfect, may be f®en the fact that it cannot yet accomplish morthe matter
of tinging than Nature has given to it, while aftsrregeneration it is most powerful. Its grossniexlearly
perceived in an actual experiment: for first iblack and looks like lead or antimony; then it issavhitish colour,
and is called Jupiter (or tin, or magnesia), amgldlso before it has attained true whitenesswihan it has passed
the white stage it is called Mars and Venus; dfiat it becomes perfect and red. That Basil Vatergtiagrees with
me, and did not really hold the opinion which hpressed in some of his writings, is clear fromtrast concerning
the Great Stone where (speaking of the Matter®@fStone) he says that in the Sun all three peofextire found
together, whence it derives its power of resisthegfire, and that the Moon, on account of itsdixeercury, does
not easily yield to the fire, but endures the tridhat noble paramour Venus," he continues, "igiihed with an
abundance of colour, and the greater and richergbduer body is full of tincture. The colour istBame which
dwells in the most precious of metals, and on agtofiits abundance has a reddish appearancetBubdly is
leprous, for which reason the tincture cannot rerfiaed in it, but evaporates when the former istdeyed. For
when the body decays the soul cannot remain, lis$pated and driven off. Its habitation is degtd and burnt
with fire, and its place knows it no more. In agfikbody it would without difficulty remain. The &d ' salt ' gives
to brave Mars a hard, strong, and heavy body; wiéme strength of his soul is perceived: for thésnor is not
easily overcome. For his body is hard and diffitcaltvound."

But let no one conclude from these words of Basithat that fixed sulphur of Venus, when unitethi spirit of
perfect mercury, will become the tincture. We nmagsin repeat that our substance is not collectad fnany
sources; but, as Basilius says, it is one universad, and is found in, and obtained from onedhioeing the spirit
of mercury, the soul of sulphur, and a spiritudi, smited under one heaven and dwelling in oneybdtierefore let
us turn our backs upon the base metals, and turmimals to the precious metals, taking to hears¢hwords of
Plato (qu. ii.): "Why do you melt and dissolve atbedies with great labour, when in these [the ijptexmetals]



you have what you seek? If you wish to use the baals, you must first change them into the suicstaf perfect
bodies." Therefore, beloved inquirer into the stscod Nature, leave on one side all things animaleegetable, all
salts, alums, vitriols, bismuths, magnesias, antie®) and all base and impure metals, and seeRttine with
Arnold de Vill.nov. ( Pt. 1., cp. vii.): "in Mercyrand the Sun for the Sun, and in Mercury and tleh/for the
Moon; since the whole virtue of this art consistsHem alone."For as the source of ignition is, fa@ gold is the
principle of gold making," says Ripley, in his "tiiGate." If, therefore, thou wouldest make gold sitver by the
philosopher's art, take for this purpose neithgsegor blood, but gold and silver, which, beinbjeated to the
action of fire naturally, prudently, and not marnyadenerate new substances after their own kike,dll things in
Nature. Richard (cp. x.) tells us "to sow gold aiider, that aided by our labour they may bringHdruit, through
the mediation of Nature: for these two have [arg] ®hat you seek and nothing else in all the wbrahd why
should I not fix on them since they contain purd parfect mercury, with red and white sulphur. fRial, cp. xvii.)
So Avicenna teaches that, "in all silver is whéte,in all gold there is red, sulphur. No other Buldike that which
exists in these bodies is found on all the eartter@fore we cunningly prepare these two bodies wwbanay have
sulphur and quicksilver of the same substanceasithich generates gold and silver under the ekahthey are
shining bodies, whose rays tinge other bodies tuith whiteness and redness, according to the mafitleeir own
preparation.” "For our Magistery," says, Arnold o pt. 1., cp. v.) "aids perfect bodies, and warnon the
imperfect without the admixture of anything elsald, then, being the most precious of all the nsetalthe red
tincture, tinging and transforming every body. 8ilis the white tincture, tinging other bodies withperfect
whiteness." Let me tell the gentle reader thaintle¢als, that is to say, gold and silver in theitatie form, are not
the Matter of our Stone -- being in the middle ewthem and the base metals, as our Matter iwimiddle
between the former and our Great Stone. no Besaysl (pt. ii.): "Let them be silent who affirm thiaere is any
tincture but our own, or any other sulphur thar thiaich lies hid in magnesia; also those who waxtiact the
quicksilver from any but the red slave, and whoagpef some other water but our own which is incptihle and
combines with nothing except that which belonggg@wn nature, and moistens [tinges] nothing ekdegt which
is one with its own nature. There is no acid butawn, no other regimen, no other colours. In times way, there
is no other true solution, sublimation, consolidatiputrefaction. | therefore advise you to haveedwith alums,
vitriols, salts, black bodies, borax, aqua fottistbs, animals, beasts, and all that proceedstfiem, hairs, blood,
urine, human seed, flesh, eggs, and all mineratst@keep to the metals. But though the quicksitequired for
our Stone is found in metals only, and in thegbésbeginning of the work, they are not therefare $tone, so long
as they retain their metallic form. For one andghme substance cannot have two forms. How carbéhélye
Stone which holds an intermediate form between Imatad mercury, unless their present form is fiettroyed and
removed? Therefore, also, Raymond Lully says inhéstament" (cp. vi.): "On this account a goodsatakes
metals for his media in the work of the magistenyg especially the Sun and Moon, because in theraubstance
of the Mercury and Sulphur is ripened, pure, antl-digested by Nature's own artifice.. The artigtuld vainly
endeavour to produce this exact proportion ouhefrtatural elements, if he did not find it readyi®hand in these
bodies." And in the "Codicil" he says: "Without sgetwo, viz., gold and silver, our art would haweexistence
since the sulphur they contain has been purifieddiyire with a thoroughness such as art would yatnive to
imitate. From these two bodies, with their prepaelpphur [or prepared arsenic] our Medicine magligted, but
without them we can never obtain it." In the prefée his "Key" he says: "l advise you, my friendspperate on
nothing but the Sun and Moon; but these you shmsddlve into their elementary substances, viz. goicksilver
and our sulphur.” In like manner Arnoldus assurethat "from these bodies there is extracted anexiogly white
and red sulphur; for in these there is a most pubstance of sulphur, cleansed to the highest ddgyrélature’s
own artifice.” Nicarus, in "The Crowd," says: "ldbyou take gold, which you desire to multiply ardew, and to
divide its water into two parts; for that metallifad into that water will be called the fermentingatter of gold."
How can this Sage call his "water" gold? To aghiststudent in solving this enigma | must tell ivat the gold of
the Sages is not common gold, as also Seniorugllg "The Crowd" it is said: "As mercury is tHeraent of all
metals, so gold is their ultimate goal; hence imredtals, pure and impure, there are gold, sil@ed mercury. But
there is one true gold which is the essence df BHlus you see that there is a gold of the Sagbighwthough
derived from common gold, is yet very differentrfrit. The following words occur in the "Rising DaWwfep. xvi.)
"The philosopher's gold resembles common gold aeeithcolour nor in substance. That which is extrddrom it
is the red and white tincture.” "The philosophgotd may be bought at a low price” (Aphidius). "#ihat is bought
at a high price is false. With little gold we buyiah” (Morienus). Moreover, our gold is living golahd our silver
is living silver, so that they can cause nothinglde and growth. Common gold and silver are déatky can
effect nothing until they are raised from the daad quickened by the Sage. Then they live, andeggeda a high
degree the power of propagating and multiplyingrttece. Concerning the life of our metals thatagehilosopher,
Sendivogius (who is still living), has the follovgmwords: "Let me advise you not to receive the goid silver of



the vulgar herd, for they are dead. Take our livimgtals. Place them in our fire, and there willtea dry liquid.
First, earth will be resolved into water [for thihe Mercury of the Sages is called]. That watel sdlve gold and
silver, and consume them until only the tenth pattt one part is left. This will be the humid radiof the metals."
It is to be noted that Sages sometimes call thateryas well as their earth, gold. Hereunto westedready heard
the words of Nicarus, and after a like manner veetald in the "Rosary of the Philosophers: "Ourdgahd silver
are not the gold and silver of the vulgar. We gald the water which rises into the air when exgasefire. Verily,
this gold is not the gold of the vulgar. The vulgayuld not believe of their gold that it could balatilised on
account of its solid nature.”

The philosopher's "earth," then, is sometimes aedéyl their gold, as the same author testifiesoWthat our ore,
which is the gold of the philosophers, is theitledrThis "earth" is also called ore, ferment,iacture; just as the
"water" is called white and flaky "earth". So waden the "Sounding of the Trumpet" : "Whereforeides says,
"Sow your gold in white, flaky earth which by calation has been made glowing, subtle, and volafileat is to
say: Sow gold, i.e., the soul and quickening virtoto the white earth, which by preparation hasrbmade white
and pure and freed from all its grossness. Thugralagold is not the fermenting matter, but thegdopher's gold
is the quickening ferment itself." Again, in thevBath Step of the is "Ladder of the Philosophélsleir earth is
white in which their gold [which is the soul] iswen, and this body is the centre of knowledge, threcentration
thereof, and the habitation of tinctures." Onceendfherefore Hercules says: "Solve the body of mea@ which
has become white and like the leaves of the bratribles is the body; the soul is the essence widalled the
philosopher's gold." (For with water the spirit @sds into the upper air.) "Mix," says Senior, "gafith gold, that is
water [mercury] and ashes." Again, Hermes saysw'§ald into the white flaky earth.” From these eeqmions,
however obscurely worded it is clear that our geldot common gold.

But why do the philosophers call their gold now tevd' and now "earth"? Do they not contradict thelwss, or
each other? No; our Sages, in expounding the tvethit under obscure and allegorical expressibus,
nevertheless agree with each other so marvelldbhatythey all seem to speak, as it were, with onatm They do
not confound one thing with another, nor do theghato lead the earnest enquirer astray. They expinesnselves
in mystic phrases to hide the truth from the untwpdnd impious, lest they should seem to be captiagls before
swine, and giving the holy thing to be trodden ufalit by these who think only of indulging theistful desires.
But the noble student of our art has been told rtftaa once, not only from what quarter our Stong be
obtained, but also that its substance must bevamieh by the artist's skill may be resolved intmfwiz., earth and
fire, or mercury and sulphur.

The Sages, then, do well to call their gold eartivater; for they have a perfect right to term ktatever they like.
So they have frequently called their Stone theld gineir superperfect gold, their regenerate gafd] by many
other names besides. If any one does not perdederheaning at the first glance, he must blamehis
ignorance, not their jealousy.

The reader now knows that the substance of oureStoneither animal nor vegetable, and that it dadselong to
the minerals or the base metals, but that it mesbtracted from gold and silver, and that our gwlid silver are
not the vulgar, dead gold and silver, but the fvgold and silver of the Sages. We must now sayesiting about
the mode of solution, as the greatest arcanum,adrad the root of the matter. A solution takescplavhen we
transform a dry thing into a liquid, a hard thimgo a soft, a hidden thing into one that is manjfes., when a solid
is changed into water; not, however, the vulgarewéds Parmenides and Agadmon in "The Crowd "teach
"When some persons hear of the liquefaction, thinkta change takes place into the water of theddoBut if
they had read and understood our books, they wiandar that our water is permanent), but into theawaf the
Sages, i.e., the elementary substance, as Arnalgl (R cp. ix.) says: "he object of the Sages idissolve the Stone
into its mercury, or elementary matter" And Avicarsays: "Thou who wouldest attain our object miust f
endeavour to dissolve and sublime the two lumisarighich is the first stage of the experiment, thay may
become quicksilver." Therefore Arnold (Ros. Il., @ describes the solution as a resolving ofiesdand a
preparation of the first Matter or Nature. And Rioththe Englishman (cp. xviii.) writes thus: "Fitee Stone must
be resolved into its elementary substance [sediggttis an union of body and spirit], that theotmay become one
mercurial water." But even as this first solutisrtie most vital part of our process, so is it #tgomost difficult, as
Eobold Vogelius testifies when he says: "How haid achievement is can be affirmed by those whe hav
performed it." Bernard of Trevisan, in his book sei$ed to Thomas of Bononia, says: "He who knowsdtret of
the solution is acquainted with the arcanum ofAhewhich is, to mingle kinds, and effectuallyeatract elements
from elements which lie hid in them." The solutimast not be made with aqua fortis; for aqua farticodes and
destroys the body which should be only liquefied anproved. The solution does not take place inpwsater that
wets the hands, but into a dry water, which isechoth sulphur and mercury, as Zneumo says (Tutba)ess by
resolving it into its elements you extract from tarly its marrow, and make it an impalpable spyay labour in



vain." And Richard the Englishman, following Aviaex affirms (cp. xi.): "The Sages have striveniszaver how
those sulphurs may be extracted from more perfediels, and how their qualities may be so refinedtiythat
that which was not manifest before (although itatevlay hid in them) may appear by the mediatiothefsaid Art
with Nature." And this they confess cannot be damless the body be resolved into its First Matidrich is
quicksilver, out of which it was made in the begnt without admixture of any outward things; sifoeeign
matter cannot improve the nature of our Stone. Héowater," says Bernard, "dissolves our bodiesthat which is
of their kind, and may be inspissated by them.". @@ hom. of Bonon.) And in the same Epistle héesr "The
solution should be permanent, so that from botmetes, viz., the male and female seed, a new sprt@Eg result.
Amen, | say unto you that no natural water canalesmetals, except that which is always in thetstantially
and formally, and which the metals themselves,ddiasolved, may again consolidate." Thus Morfs)en "The
Crowd" says: "Every body is dissolved with the #pirat is joined to it, and doubtless also becosmstual. And
every spirit is modified and coloured by bodieswttich spirit is thus added a tinging colour whitands the test
of fire." Hence the student of our art must dilidg®enquire what that water is. "For the knowledd¢he
menstruum," says Raymond (Comp. An., p. i.) "ieiag without which nothing can be done in the miagisof this
Art. Nothing preserves the metals while it disssltleem, but our menstruum," which, as he furthetestin his '
Codicil," is "the water by which the metals areved|, while all their essential properties are corex®” Though this
is the Great Arcanum which our Sages have alwagsderret, and have forbidden us to reveal, ydarass we
may, we will put you on the right track by two gations. The first is found in the abridged Rosang runs as
follows: "The first preparation and foundation bigt Art, is the solution [i.e., reduction] of thedy into water, i.e.,
into quicksilver, and this they call the solutievhen they say: Let the gold be dissolved, whidhidsin the body of
magnesia, that it may be reduced to its First Matitet thence it may become sulphur and quicksiled not be
again liquefied into water. The object of our smintis to make it liquid, and resolve it into thébstance of
quicksilver that the saltness of its sulphur mayiminished, which divine sulphur is prepared byrastion from
two sulphurs, when the spirit meets the body." 3&eond quotation is from the "Proemium of the TweBates,"
by Ripley: "I will straightway teach thee that thoayest know that there are three mercuries, wiiietthe keys of
knowledge [which Raymond calls his menstrua], withwhich nothing is properly done. But two of thane
superficial. The third is of the essence of the &uth Moon, the properties of which | will describbehee. For
mercury, the essence of other metals, is the péhsubstance of our Stone. In Gold and Silvermoenstrua are not
visible to the eye, and are only perceived by te#ect. This is the Stone of which we speak, f@are understand
our books aright. It is the soul and shining sulsteof the Sun and Moon, that subtile influencenfrehich the
earth derives its splendour. For what are goldsilndr (says Avicenna) but pure red and white &aiitake away
from it the aforesaid splendour, and it will belioty but worthless earth. The whole compound wkazallead.
The quality of splendour comes from the Sun and Mdmd, in brief, these are our solvents. Perfecliés we
naturally calcine with the first, without addingyaimpure body but one commonly called by philosaphbe green
lion, and this is the medium for perfectly combunite tinctures of the Sun and Moon. With the sdcarhich is a
vegetable liquid, reviving what before was dead,ttho principles [both material and formal] mustdméved; else
they would be of little value. With the third, whiés a permanent, incombustible liquid, of unctuquality, the
tree of Hermes is burnt to ashes. This is our agtorost sure fire, our mercury, our sulphur, ouregtincture, our
soul, our Stone raised with the wind, born in thgle These things take to heart. This Stone, é tatell thee, is
the powerful essence of the metal, and thou musabeful how thou dost obtain it. For this solvisninvisible,
although with the secondary philosophic water iynkgy the separation of elements, become visibtaeérform of
pure water. Out of this solvent, and with it, thoayst obtain the sulphur of Nature, if it be nallyreurned into a
pure spirit. Then. thou mayst with it dissolve fopdamental mass [i.e. gold and silver]."

In these two quotations the whole mystery of tHat&m is revealed. If you will consider the profes and powers
of Nature, and compare them with these words, anthdate all the workings of Nature (i.e. reduber. and
unroll them like the thread of a skein), you wilid in them all truth plainly and fundamentally.tBiiyou cannot
gather from them where are the bolted gates, anmbtiknow the substance and the powers of Natore shall be
conducted to them, not by contemptuous self-conbattby ardent prayer and indefatigable study.

For (by the revelation of the great and good GdwMe attained this Art only by persevering appiics vigils, and
repeated reading of authentic books. | do not spé#the matter -- that was made known to me by¢velation of
God alone; but | have by study discovered the sefriés solution, which is the same with ancientlanodern
Sages, and the true arcanum of the Art, in thermlesef which neither past nor present Philosopbeutd have
performed anything, whence it is a secret of Adt an arcanum of wisdom which no one but God musaie for
which benefit | give undying thanks with heart dipd to the Creator of all things, world withoutdgrAmen.

That you may have no cause to complain of me, geatder, | will, however, for the love of God, expd to you
another mystery. You are to know that, althoughsttiation is one, yet in it there may be distingeid a first, and a



second, as they say in the schools. The firstisolig that of which Arnold speaks in the abovetgtion, viz., the
reduction of it to its First Matter; the secondtiat perfect solution of body and spirit at the saime, in which the
solvent and the thing solved always abide togetmst,with this solution of the body there takespla
simultaneously a consolidation of the spirit.

Here you may clearly and plainly see with your eybsat you have long desired to see. If you undedsig it is
mere child's play; therefore, | will forbear to ageany further about it. If you know the beginnitite end will duly
follow by the help of God, from whom alone we mdptain all glory, the corruptible glory of this wdrland that
eternal glory in which with glorified bodies we deee God face to face -- despising all mundapraslre that we
may behold with our own eyes that eternal, infindbed unspeakable joy of heaven. With these wovd$ |
conclude my little tract. Everything else that rémsao be said | will set forth in the following radole, where you
will find the entire system and practice clearlpewnded. If you duly follow it, you will doubtlesdtain to the true
wisdom. May it be shewn to you, and to all good ni®nGod the Father, God the Son, and God the Hpisit,
Blessed for evermore!

M.S.

The thing is one in number, and one essence, Wthre strives to transform, but with the help of, Anto two,
and twice two: mercury and sulphur impart nourishtie themselves. Spirit, and soul, and body, awd f
elements: the fifth which they furnish is the Phdpher's Stone. Select your substance without,detlé be
double, and let its splendour be of pure mercuakelsulphur free from every foreign substance,cam$ume it in
a fiery furnace. But when you put it together agéehit still be of the same weight. Then | wikleeve that you are
upon the road of the mystery. When you have digghlguickly sublime it. Pound what you obtain, ardselessly
distil it. Then endeavour to condense it, and cw®ito expose it to heat. After this begin to "@htargely. You
have the panacea of men, and the sum of the matalsjou shall be able to cure whomsoever and wéeés you
please.

Here follows a Parable in which the Mystery of the whole Matter is Declared

Once upon a time, when | was walking abroad in adyand considering the wretchedness of thisdifel
deploring that through the lamentable fall of dustfparents we had been reduced to this pitighake sl suddenly
found myself upon a rough, untrodden, and imprabtie path, which was beset with briars. Then | afesid, and
strove to retrace my steps. But it was not in mygroto do so; for so violent a tempest blew uponfiom behind

that it was easier to take ten steps forward thaake one backward. So | had to hurry forward, falidw the
rugged path up and down hill. After a while, | read a beautiful meadow, surrounded with heavy-lddeéntrees,
which the inhabitants of the place called the M@adbHappiness. There | met a crowd of decrepit mih grey
beards, one of whom, an elderly personage, hadgadarkish beard, whom also | knew by name, butsetace |
had never seen. These men were discussing vatbjects, e.g., the goodness and wisdom of Godaaliral
objects, and especially the great mystery whichhie in Nature, which -- they said -- God concédadm the whole
world, and makes known only to a few who truly Id¥ien. | listened to them for a long time (for | wakeased with
their discourse) till I thought that some were itadkrather wildly, not in regard to the substannd the method, but
as concerns parables, similitudes, etc., which wWerdigments of Aristotle, Pliny, and others. Whdreard these
things, | could no longer contain myself, and, 1&&ul among the prophets, | began to give my opjraad to
refute those futile assertions by arguments drawum fexperience and reason. Some of them agreedmeitland
began to test my knowledge with many questions.| Bu#ts so well grounded that | stood the test eatimiration
of all. They all marvelled at the soundness of mgwledge, and affirmed with one voice that | shcuddreceived
into their fellowship. These words filled me withegt joy. But they said | could not be their Brathatil | knew
their Lion, and his internal and external propettiehey told me | must summon up my whole stretgubdue
him. | confidently replied that | would leave n@sé unturned to attain this object. For their kieshaffected me so
that | would not have left them for all the weatttthis world. Therefore they conducted me to tienl.and were at
great pains to declare to me his nature. But novemeéd tell me how | must treat him at first. Sonfehem did
indeed mutter a few words on this point, but sofesedly and obscurely, that scarce one in a thalsamuld have
understood their meaning. However, they said thenil had bound him without being harmed by hisslelaws
and terrible teeth, | should know all the rest.sTlhion was old, fierce, great, and terrible to Hdhaith his flowing
yellow mane. Then | repented of my temerity, andildagladly have retreated if | had not been helch{opurpose
by my vow, and the old men that surrounded me. &uréfully descended into the Lion's den, and sttovpacify
him; but he glared upon me with red eyes, andgiffed me so that | could hardly stand upon my feed, thought
that my last hour had come. But calling to mind tdvze of the old men had said to me when | entthredlen,
namely, that many had undertaken to tame the lbonthat only few had accomplished it, | summonpaourage,



and tried several artifices, which | had learnedlitigent training. Moreover, | had some knowleddaatural
magic. | therefore relinquished my blandishmentsl seized him so gently, skilfully, and subtly,tthimost before
he knew what | was about | had drawn all the blfsoth his body, and from his very heart and bowe€hss blood
was red indeed, but choleric. Then | proceededssedt him, and made a most marvellous discovetyis-bones
were as white as snow, and their quantity moreidersble than that of the blood. When the old méo &tood
round the den, and had watched our struggle, sawtkiey began to converse with great eagernesscasd see
from their gestures -- for, being in the den, Ildowot hear their words. But anon their disputeasetp run high,
and | could distinguish these words: "He must bhing to life again if he wishes to be our brothdrtierefore,
without further delay, | stepped out of the demwiatlarge open space, and then suddenly (I knowaaw} found
myself upon a very high wall, which rose more th&0 yards into the air, but at the top was not ntloa@ a foot in
width, and along the middle of it ran an iron katient of great strength. Now as | passed alongught | saw one
walking before me on the right side of the battlat&/hen | had followed him a short distance | meeaware of
another person following me on the other side; Whether it was a man or a woman | cannot undettakay. This
person hailed me, and said that there was moreetiemt footing on his side than on mine. This | wage ready
to believe; for the battlement, which was on thddte of the wall, made the path so narrow as tdeeprogress
extremely difficult at such a great height, indeledpticed that some of those who followed me dbtall.
Therefore | got over the battlement on to the osfige, and proceeded to the end of the wall, whrelsented a
most difficult and dangerous descent. Then | waysbat | had deserted my own side, as | coultheeiadvance
nor retreat But, remembering that fortune befriethésbold, | attempted the descent, and by usindgpamgls and
feet, | got down safely. Now when | had advancéittla further, | put away all thought of dangendaforgot all
about the wall and the battlement. Then lightingrup certain place, | found white and red rosesthmilatter were
more abundant; so | gathered some of them and geck in my cap. In that place were some most kfeaut
women, and in the neighbouring garden a numbepohg men were to be seen. But a wall which surredrbe
garden prevented the latter from joining the wonTérey were eager to do so, but were not allowegbtoound the
garden and find the gate. The sight moved me o aitd therefore | hastily went back by the smquzth along
which | had come, and soon reached some housesgantich | expected to find the gardener's cott&ge.|
found there many men, of whom each had his own(icellery few there were two living together). Thegre all
busily at work, each labouring by himself. Theirwavas of a kind long and familiarly known to mendeed, far
too well known. So | said to myself: "Behold, hare many persons at work upon vain arid foolisheexpents,
which have a certain specious plausibility (acaogdd each man's idiosyncrasy), but no real fouodah Nature.
Surely you, too, will obtain forgiveness." At lealstvould not suffer myself to be detained withgbadarren
futilities, but went on my way. When | reached ¢fage of the garden some looked askance at me,\aad &fraid
they would prevent me from carrying out my purpdthers murmured, and said: "Look, this fellow jpirags to
approach the gate of the garden, and we who harg sp many years in these horticultural laboussemever
gained admittance! How we will jeer at him if heetgewith a repulse." But | paid no attention tairtelk (for |
knew the interior of that garden better than tlaihough | had never been in it), and approachedj#te, which
was double-locked, and in which there appearea todokeyhole, but soon | perceived a keyhole whiohld have
escaped any common observer. So | inserted my mastecalled by some "the adulteress"), whichd ddigently
fashioned for the purpose, pushed back the batteatered. After passing this gate, | came upoerdiblted gates,
which, however, | opened without any difficulty. Sentered the garden, and found in the middle afimall
square garden, which was surrounded with a rosgehealvered with beautiful roses, and as a littlie waas falling,
and the rays of the sun shone upon it, It beheddrdoow. But | was hastening past the small garttethat place
where | thought | could aid the young women, wheshold, there came forward the most beautiful lotha!
maidens, arrayed in silk and satin, with the mestutiful of the youths, dressed in a scarlet ratey walked arm
in arm to the rose garden, and carried many fragoemes in their hands. | greeted them, and anedalskw she had
got over. "This my beloved bridegroom," she salilfied me, and now we are leaving this pleasadiegaand
hastening to our chamber to satisfy our love."Miiglad," | returned, "that without any trouble og part your
desires have been fulfilled. But you see how mucbltle | have taken on your behalf, having traveise great a
distance in so short a time." Then | came to a mai#, built within of stones, where there were fhour bins or
other miller's requisites; yet | saw wheels driveand by the water. | asked the decrepit millerrérgeson, and he
told me the grinding took place somewhere out efwiAt the same moment | saw a miller enter that@by a
small bridge, and immediately followed him. Whemald passed the bridge, which was on the rightcidee
wheels, | paused and beheld a wonderful sight.mmoment the wheels were above the bridge; | sawback
water, with white drops; the bridge was only ahibuée inches wide; but by clinging to the railot gafely back,
without being wetted at all, and asked the old imaw many wheels he had. He answered, "Ten." | veabled by
the marvellous incident, and would gladly have kndts meaning, but felt that it was labour lostask the old man



any questions, and so departed. Before the millavassed platform on which some of the afores&ddwen were
walking to and fro in the warm sunshine, discussirigtter which they had received from the Facaftthe
University. | guessed the tenor of the letter, dadling sure that it concerned me, | addressedeim a question to
that effect "It does concern you," they said, "Wife whom you married a long time ago, you mustké® ever, or
else we must tell our chief." "You need not troupbeirselves about this matter,” | said, "for we evborn together,
and brought up together as children, and now thave married her, | will never forsake her, bugrigh her till her
last breath; nay, even death itself shall not sager"It is well,” they said, "your wife is satiefl, too; you must be
joined together." "l am content,” | said. "It is lethey repeated. "For thus the Lion will be @=d to life, and be
more powerful and more active than he was befdreeh | remembered my labours, and knew by certgimsghat
this matter concerned not myself, but a very gotmhfl of mine. As these thoughts crossed my misdw our
bridegroom and his beloved bride -- both clothethanaforesaid garments -- come forward, eagee foined
together. This sight gladdened me; for | had béeicathat the whole matter concerned me. Now wihen
bridegroom, in his bright scarlet robe, with higllet whose silk dress gave out shining rays, rehtie old men,
they were straightway joined together. And | mdegethat the maiden, who was said to be the mathker
bridegroom, was of so youthful an appearance,shatmight have seemed his daughter. But | knowvhat sin
they had committed, except that brother and sisidrbeen drawn to each other by such passionagehat they
could no more be separated; and, being chargedaést, they were shut up for ever in a closeoprisvhich,
however, was as pellucid and transparent as glaglsarched like the heavenly vault, so that ali tihey did could
be seen from without. Here they were to do penéorctheir sins with ever-flowing tears, and truersav. All their
clothes and outward ornaments were taken away. Nbtheir servants and friends were allowed to il them,
but after they had received sufficient meat andidfthe latter taken from the aforesaid water),dber was shut
and locked, and the seal of the Faculty was afftedtl | was entrusted with the charge of heathgjr chamber in
the winter, so that they might be neither. toorfmttoo cold, and | was further to see that thelyrdit escape. If any
accident of any kind happened, | was to be sevegnatyshed. | did not like this charge; and, asthembered that
the matter was most important, and that the Coltdgages were not wont to say what they did n@mewas
filled with fear. But since | had to bear that whilccould not alter, and since the chamber wastgtliin a strong
tower, and surrounded with battlements and loftilsyand, moreover, could be easily heated witlertlg and
continuous fire, | called upon God for help, anddreto heat the chamber. But what happened ? Asaothey
felt the grateful warmth they fell to embracing leather so passionately that the husband's heartnetted with
the excessive ardour of love, and he fell down bnok many pieces. When she who loved him no fess he
loved her, saw this, she wept for him, and, asitejycovered him with overflowing tears, until hasauite flooded
and concealed from view. But those complaints aadstdid not last long, for being weary with exdegdorrow,
she at length destroyed herself. Alas ! what fearanguish fell upon me, when | saw those who feghiso
straitly committed to my charge lying, as it wemgslted and dead before me. | felt sure that | shbelput to death
for it; but the jeers, the derision, and the contewhich | would have to undergo seemed more grisv@ven than
death. In this anxious state of mind | spent sédags, until the thought occurred to me that, #déa had restored
a dead body to life, | might perhaps be able tthéosame. But | could think of no better plan ttmkeep up the
warmth of the chamber until the water should haxaperated, and the dead bodies of the lovers amaéh be
seen. | doubted not that then | should most hordyiescape from all danger. So | kept up the firtyfdays, the
water diminishing from day to day, and the deadiégmbeginning to reappear. Now, however, they Idakeblack
as coals. This effect would have been producedesabthe chamber had not been so closely shusaatéd so that
| could in no wise open it. For | noticed that thater rose to the \roof of the chamber, and themecdown again
like rain, but it could find no exit from the chaethuntil the dead bodies had putrefied and begaive out a
grievous smell. In the meantime the rays of theshining upon the moisture of the chamber, prodacetbst
beautiful rainbow; and, after all my sorrow, thgtgiof its gay colours filled me with great deligand | was
particularly pleased to see my lovers lying befme But as there is no joy without a drop of bitesss, so | was
still disturbed by the thought that those who hadrbcommitted to my care were still lying lifeleslevertheless, |
comforted myself with the reflection that the chamfbeing so tightly closed) must still containitheuls and
spirits. Therefore | continued diligently to perfomy office of warming them, being assured thay teuld not
return to their bodies while they could enjoy thtist atmosphere. This conjecture was justifiedhgyevent. For
towards evening | noticed that many vapours rozm fthe earth through the heat of the sun, and lift¥é up as
water is attracted by the sun; afterwards whentrgh they watered the earth as fertilising dewd washed our
bodies, which became more beautiful and white ftener this sprinkling took place. And the whiteey became,
the more the quantity of moisture in the air dirsiv@d, until at last the atmosphere was too thithespirit and
soul to remain therein any longer; so they weleragth compelled to return to the clarified bodytied Queen,
which (to my great joy) was straightway restoredifeo My joy was all the greater, because nowshs arrayed in



a beautiful and magnificent garment such as idyaeen by mortal eye, a d had a glorious crownmabe of
diamonds, upon her head. Thus attired, she stood kgr feet and cried: "Know this, ye mortals, &etdt enter
your hearts, that the most High God is one God, hd®power to set up and pull down kings. He maikésand

poor as He wills. He has killed, and raised agaivas great, and was brought low; but now, haviegrohumbled, |
have been made Queen of many more kingdoms. Adigthdife has been restored to me. When | was pploer,
treasures of the wise and mighty were committetie¢o Therefore |, too, can make the poor rich, gaze to the
humble, and restore the health of the sick. Bum Inmt yet able to raise my beloved brother, thetmoghty King,
from the dead. Nevertheless, when he comes, hehallv that my words are true.” When she had thakespthe
sun lighted up the world with his glorious raysgdadhe heat waxed great (for the dog days were aghiog). Long
before this, garments of rich black silk, of greyash-coloured damask, of rare white silk, embnadevith silver,
precious pearls, and brilliant diamonds, had besnmeady towards the marriage of our Queen; and gemments of
many colours, of flesh colour, orange, and saffeorg of red and scarlet silk, richly embroiderethwubies and
carbuncles, were being prepared for the adornnfemiranew King. But there was no one to be seerkingrat
those garments; yet one after another was got ré@shymuch that | greatly marvelled, because | kiteat none but
the bride and the bridegroom had entered the charmlyewonder increased when | observed that as deeds was
finished, those that had been there before stnaghtanished, though | could see no one put theayaWow
when that most precious scarlet garment had beehéd, the great and mighty King appeared in gpl@ndour
and indescribable magnificence, and when he sawvhthevas shut in, he besought me, in the most psnsel
accents, to open the door, as it would be to mypaidge to let him out of the chamber. Now, thoughd been
most strictly enjoined not to open the chamberas Willed with awe by the majesty and persuasie=sh of the

King, and acceded to his request. When he leftliaenber, he bore himself so kindly, so gently, smtiumbly,
that | could not help reflecting that these virtaes the most glorious ornaments of the great.eAsdu passed the
dog days in great heat he was extremely thirstptsped weary wherefore he humbly requested meing him
some water from the river where it raged and foameder the wheels. | gladly acceded to his reqaest, after

slaking his thirst with a deep draught, he returizethe chamber, requesting me to shut the doefudér so that no
one might disturb him or rouse him from his slegp.he slept a few days, and then called me bacgéa the door
again. He looked much more beautiful, ruddier, arede royal, and said that this water was very presiand full
of virtue. When at his request | had fetched himaanore, he took a deeper draught than beforemneshb that the
size of the chamber seemed to become enlarged. dkftking of this water (which is lightly esteemby the
ignorant) as much as he desired, he became safbkant glorious that in all my life | do not remmber to have
seen a more glorious man, or more glorious deamshé&took me into his kingdom and showed me allttbasures
and riches of the whole world, till | was obligeddonfess, that so far from exaggerating his potherQueen had
not told me the half of it. Of gold and precioustemcles there was no end. There was also to belfrenewal and
restoration of youth and of the natural faculteesqd recovery of lost health, with a never failirappcea for all
diseases. What pleased me most of all, was thatetbple of that kingdom knew, feared, and honotheit
Creator, and asked and obtained of him wisdom, nstaleding, and, after this life, eternal glory dedtitude. May
this latter be given to us also by God the FatBeq the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, the Blessexity, to
Whom belong praise, glory, and honour, world withewod, Amen.

The Sophic Hydrolith (part 1)

The Sophic Hydrolith;
or
Water Stone of the Wise,
That is, a chymical work, in which the way is shewn

the matter named, and the process described;
namely, the method of obtaining the



A BRIEF EXPOSITION

OF THE
WONDERFUL WATER STONE OF THE WISE,
COMMONLY CALLED

THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE.

From the beginning of the world, there have alwagsn God-enlighten men and experienced philosofimersvise
Gentiles who diligently studied the nature and prtips of the lower Creation. They laboriously emdrired and
fervently longed to discover whether Nature corgdianything that would preserve our earthly bodynfdecay
and death, and maintain it in perpetual healthagolur. For by the light of Nature, and Divine ré&teon, they
intuitively perceived that the Almighty, in His lewo men, must have concealed in the world somedlerdul
arcanum by which every imperfect, diseased, andatige thing in the whole world might be renewent] aestored
to its former vigour.

By the most diligent and careful search they grigdiaund out that there was nothing in this wotthét could
procure for our earthly and corruptible body imntyritom death, since death was laid upon the Piastg Adam
and Eve, and their posterity, as a perpetual periltt they did discover one thing which, beingitsncorruptible,
has been ordained of God for the good of man,nwwe disease, to cure all imperfection, to purgeagie, and to
prolong our brief life - a boon actually enjoyedthg Patriarchs.

This wonderful remedy was industriously soughthey wise and understanding, until they discovereahid its
precious virtue. Thus, the Patriarchs used it $tore their bodily vigour, and prolong their livesid it was no
doubt revealed by God to Adam, our thrice greatipiamwho bequeathed the secret to all the Patdastio were
his descendants, who thereby procured for themsédvgth of days and boundless wealth. When thesdidd
Gentiles had received this knowledge, they justtyarded it as a most precious gift of God, and st tmoly Art,
and forasmuch as they perceived that, by God'dgeoee, it had been revealed only to a few, andealed from
the majority of mankind, they always made it a poiihconscience and honour to keep it secret.



But that the secret might not be lost, but ratltioued and preserved to posterity, they expouiitdedst
faithfully, both in their writings and in oral telaiag to their faithful disciples, for the benefitmosterity;
nevertheless, they so clothed and concealed ttteitrallegorical language that even now only Viemy are able to
understand their instruction and turn it to pradteccount. For this practice they had a very geadon; they
wished to force those who seek this wisdom totleeir dependence on God (in Whose hand are aljshirtio
obtain it through instant prayer, and, when it besn revealed to them, to give all the glory to Hifereover, they
did not wish the pearls to be cast before swine @y knew that if it were made known to the widkeorld, men
would greedily desire nothing but this one thingglect all labour, and give themselves up to aotliss and
degraded life.

But although the said philosophers have treatedsthibject with so great a variety of method, arediusany
peculiar and singular expressions, curious parables strange and fanciful words, yet they all agnepointing out
the same goal, and one and the same Matter agiaksethe right conduct of the Art. Neverthelesgny students
of the Art have entirely missed their meaning, #r@secret Matter of which they speak. For at tiesgnt day there
are (as there have always been) a large numbe&nhobf low charlatans, but of grave and learnea,meho have
sought this knowledge with unwearied industry, getlhave not been able to attain to it. Nay, sangling with a
golden hook, have utterly ruined themselves, ame lheen compelled to abandon their search in deg§parefore,
lest anyone should doubt the existence of thisesdat, or, after the manner of this wicked wotlbk upon it as a
mere figment, | will enumerate some of the trueeSadpesides those named in Holy Scripture) whayr&akw this
Art, in the natural order of their succession. They Hermes Trismegistus, Pythagoras, AlexandeGtkat, Plato,
Theophrastus, Avicenna, Galen, Hippocrates, Ludianganus, Rasis, Archelaus, Rupescissa, the Aatthibie
Great Rosary, Mary the Prophetess, Dionysius, 4deghdaly, Morienus, Calid, Constantius, Serapialbertus
Magnus, Estrod, Arnold de Villa Nova, Geber, Rayohanlly, Roger Bacon, Alan, Thomas Aquinas, Manggll
Palingenius; and, among moderns, Bernard of TreFisder Basil Valentinus, Phillip Theophrastus.(i.
Paracelsus), and many others. Nor is there anytdbat) among our own contemporaries, there, niighfound
some, who, through the grace of God, daily enjég dihcanum, though they keep it a close secret fhenworld.
But, side by side with these great Sages who haiteewtruly and uprightly concerning this Magistethere are
found many charlatans and impostors who falseltepceto have a knowledge of this Art, and, by frigkout their
lies in the phraseology of the Sages, throw dustnmen's eyes, make their mouths water, and atHdag to make
good their promises. Their dupes should well potideifollowing warning: "Trust not him who distilipold out of
your money-box. If you are wise you will be on yaurard against such. If you would not suffer baitsland
mockery, beware of these dishonest charlatansowdhose who are simple, straightforward, and mbHeswho
has the good, enjoys it in silence." But whereyang to find such? "Seek the good; you may know thertheir
excelling the rest in weight, matter, and perforomhNow, since there are many students of thismut would
fain learn its secret by a true and straight peatidl, are yet so bewildered by these impostors aadatans, by their
empty talk and their high pretensions, that theydibknow which way to turn: therefore | have detiered briefly
to expound the true principles of this Art. Fordbb | account myself unworthy to speak of so geelsltystery, yet
I may say, without any self-glorification, thatrélugh the grace of God, | have made greater pregmnesis
Magistery than most; and | consider it as my dutita hide the talent which my Lord and Master, gheat and
good God, has committed to my unworthy keeping.tRizrreason | am willing to show the right way,Wlgich
they may attain a true knowledge of this subjexgltlovers of chemistry, and have put forth trgef Epitome and
Declaration of the Whole Art (so far as it may leenenitted to writing), in the hope that through mgans, God
may perchance open the eyes of some, and leadb&ekfrom their preconceived notions to the righthpand so
manifest to them His mighty works. For the greatamvenience of the reader | will divide the wortoifiour Parts:
In the First part | will set forth the rudimentstbe Art, and the best mode of preparing oneselitsostudy.

In the Second | will shew and describe the qualitgl properties of the substance required, as ladsméethod of its
preparation and manipulation.

In the Third something will be said concerning ¢ineat utility of the Art, and its unspeakable effig and virtue.

In the Fourth will follow a Spiritual Allegory, iwhich this whole Magistery is set forth, being thee form of the
Heavenly, Everlasting, and Blessed Corner StortheolMost High. It will also contain a true, briefid simple,
practical manual of the method of proceeding, faml no friend of many specious words.

PART I.

Who is he that fears the Lord? He will instruct himin the right path. (Psalm 25.)



In the first place, let every devout and God-feguéhemist and student of this Art consider that gnicanum should
be regarded, not only as a truly great, but as st hnaly Art (seeing that it typifies and shadows txe highest
heavenly good). Therefore, if any man desire tahighis great and unspeakable Mystery, he mustrdraethat it
is obtained not by the might of man, but by thecgraf God, and that not our will or desire, butydie mercy of
the Most High, can bestow it upon us. For thiseeagu must first of all cleanse your heart, lifta Him alone,
and ask of Him this gift in true, earnest, and uratimg prayer. He alone can give and bestow it.

If the omnipotent God, who is the unerring seardiell hearts, should find in you uprightnesstHailness,
sincerity, and a desire to know this Art, not fay &elfish end, but for His true honour and gld#g, will doubtless
hear your prayer (according to his promise), antkad you by His Holy Spirit that you will begin tmderstand
this art, and feel that this knowledge would nevwave entered your heart if the most gracious Ladi ot
answered your petition, and revealed to you theststdnding even of the most elementary principles.

Then fall upon thy knees, and with a humble andr@erheart render to Him the praise, honour, adodygiue for
the hearing of thy prayer, and ask Him again aradraip continue to thee His grace, and to grartt dfter attaining
to full and perfect knowledge of this profound Mssst, thou mayest be enabled to use it to the glad/honour of
His most Holy Name, and for the good of thy suffgrfellow men.

Moreover, as you love your soul, beware of reveglire Mystery to any unworthy or wicked man, evethie
smallest particular, or by making him in any seagmartaker thereof. If you in any way abuse thedjifsod, or use
it for your own glorification, you will most certally be called to account by the Almighty Giver, ammdi will think
that it would have been better for you if you hader known it.

When you have thus, as it were, devoted yourse¥dd (who is not mocked), and learned to appregistty the
aim and scope of this Art, you should, in the fpistce, strive to realise how Nature, having bestrirsorder by
God the Triune, now works invisibly day by day, andves and dwells in the will of God alone. Foramg should
set about the study of this Art without a just agmation of natural processes. Now Nature may toelglescribed as
being one, true, simple, and perfect in her owemss, and as being animated by an invisible sHitiierefore you
would know her, you, too, should be true, singlarted, patient, constant, pious, forbearing, amghirt, a new
and regenerate man. If you know yourself to bemswstituted and your nature adapted to Nature, yiluhave an
intuitive insight into her working, such as it wduwtherwise be impossible to obtain.

For the study of this Art is such a perfect guidlexcellence that a good knowledge of its prinapid! (as it were,
against your will) hurry you on to an understandifigll the wonderful things of God, and teach youate all
temporal and worldly things at their true valuet B not him who desires this knowledge for thepmse of
procuring wealth and pleasure think that he wittreattain to it. Therefore, let your mind and thbisgoe turned
away from all things earthly, and, as it were, tedanew, and consecrated to God alone. For yauldsbbserve
that these three, body, soul, and spirit, must vtoglether in harmony if you are to bring your stadiyhis Art to a
prosperous issue, for unless the mind and hearthadin be governed by the same law which develapwlitole
work, such an one must indubitably err in the Art.

When you are in inward harmony with God's worldiward conformity will not be wanting. Yet our attisan do
nothing but sow, plant, and water: God must giseititrease. Therefore, if any one be the enemyodf @ll
Nature declares war against him; but to one wheddsod, heaven and earth and all the elementslemastheir
assistance. If you bear these things in mind, aruvithe true First Matter (of which we shall spéstkr on) you
may at once set about the practical part of thidystcalling on God for grace, direction, and guit® so that your
work may be carried successfully through all iegysts.

He that abides in the fear of the Lord, and cleaves to His Word, and waits faithfully on His office, will transformtin

and copper into silver and gold, and will do great things with the help of God: yea, with the grace of Jehovah, he
will have power to make gold out of common refuse. (Ecclesiastes. XI.)

The Sophic Hydrolith (part 2)

PART II.

Therefore, thus saith the Lord: Behold | lay in Zion for a foundation a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious corner Stone,
a sure foundation. He that hasit shall not be confounded. (Isaiah XXVIII.)

The numerous writers on our most noble Art haveengrearied of singing its praises, and inventingtfaew and
glorious names. Its most precious object they ltalled the PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, or the most ancastret,



natural, incomprehensible, heavenly, blessed, fieztand triune universal Stone of the Sages. rTeaison for
naming it a stone, or likening it to a stone, was:tFirst because its original Matter is realliad of stone, which,
being hard and solid like a stone, may be pounctliced to powder, and resolved into its three efgs(which
Nature herself has joined together), and then agaiybe re-combined into a solid stone of the fligitof wax: by
the skilled hand of the artist adjusting the lavwNafture.

The importance of starting with an exact knowledfthe first or otherwise the second Matter of Bélosophical
Stone has been largely dwelt upon by all writershisisubject. This Matter is found in one thingt of which
alone our Stone is prepared (although it is cdifed thousand names), without any foreign admixtane its
quality, appearance, and properties have beehtif the following manner. It is composed ofaithings, yet it
is only one. Likewise, having been created and neddae, two, three, four, and five, it is everywhéund in one
and two. They also call it the universal Magnesiahe seed of the world, from which all naturajeaits take their
origin. Its properties are of a singular kind; foraddition to its marvelous nature and formsiheither hot and dry
like fire, nor cold and wet like water, nor colddadiry like earth, but a perfect preparation otladl elements. Its
body is incorruptible, and is not destroyed by afithe four elements, but its properties far exciede of the four
elements, and the four qualities, like heaven &edluintessence. With respect to its outward appeat figure,
form, and shape, they call it a stone, and nob@estthey liken it to gum and white water, andhe water of the
Ocean. It is named the water of life, the purest@ost blessed water, yet not the water of theddpar of any
common spring but a thick, permanent, salt, an@ @ertain sense) dry water, which wets not thel harslimy
water which springs out of the fatness of the earitewise, it is a double mercury and Azoth, whibking
supported by the vapour or exudation of the greatdrlesser heavenly and the earthly globe, cammobnsumed
by fire. For itself is the universal and sparklifgme of the light of Nature, which has the heayepirit in itself,
with which it was animated at first by God, Whoysates all things, and is called by Avicenna, thel 8bthe
world. For as the soul lives and moves in all theerhers of the body, so that spirit lives and mones|
elementary creatures, and is the indissoluble lmdibdy and soul, the purest and most noble essengkich lie
hid all mysteries in their inexhaustible fullnegsmarvelous virtue and efficacy. Moreover, theyrdseto it infinite
Divine power and virtue when they say that it is 8pirit of the Lord who fills the Universe, andtie beginning
moved upon the face of the waters. They also tHiki spirit of truth that is hid in the world, andnnot be
understood without the inspiration of the Holy 8pwr the teaching of those who know it. It is falpotentially
everywhere, and in everything, but in all its petifen and fulness only in one thing. In shortsiti Spiritual
Essence which is neither celestial nor infernal,dvuaerial, pure, and precious body, in the mitidisveen the
highest and lowest, the choicest and noblest thitger heaven. But by the ignorant and the begiiiethought to
be the vilest and meanest of things. It is soughhkany Sages, and found by few; suspected by thasere far
away, and received by those that are near; seali,lput known by few, as you may see from theof@ihg lines:
Into three the great good is divided, yet it is one, and highly esteemed by the world. Men have it before their eyes,
handle it with their hands, yet know it not, though they constantly tread it under their feet It is the greatest wealth,
and he who knows the Art may rival the richest.

AN ENIGMA OF THE SAGES.
In which the underlying substance of the Art, chliee Phoenix of the Sages, is found to be thhioeefold.
If 1 tell you three parts of a thing you have no cause to complain. Seek one of three, and of the three one will be
there: for where thereis body and soul, there isalso Spirit and there shine salt, sulphur, and mercury. Trust my
word, seek the grass that istrefoil. Thou knowest the name, and art wise and cunning if thou findest it.

ANOTHER ENIGMA
(Much easier.)
Thereis onething in thisworld which is found occasionally. It is bluish-grey and green, and, wonderful to say, there
isin thisthing a red and white colour. It flows like water, yet it makes not wet ; it is of great weight, and of small. |
might give it a thousand names, yet the thousand know it not. It is mean to look upon, yet to the Sage it is precious.
He who solvesit with the second and condenses it with the third, he has our glorious subject.

YET ANOTHER ENIGMA.
Everything contributes to the formation of this Sone. It is conceived below the earth, born in the earth, quickened in
heaven, diesin time, obtains eternal glory.

Now when you have the substance indicated (whiah figrt heavenly in part earthly, and in its natstate a mere
confused chaos without certain name or colour),lkanav it well (for this knowledge the Sages hawegagls



accounted the Principal part of this work, then yuust give your whole mind to manipulating it irethroper
manner. But before doing anything to it with hisitlg, the student should remember not to beginriygapation of
this great and inscrutable arcanum before he kieslisthe spirit that lurks in it according to itssential qualities
and properties. "With this spirit," says a certafmlosopher, "you should not meddle until you finstve a full and
exact knowledge of it. For God is marvellous in Wigrks, and He is not mocked, | could give soméaimses of
men who set about this matter with great levity esetle heavily punished by meeting (some or thert) faital
accidents in their laboratories. For this workaslight thing, as many suppose, perhaps, becaesgabes have
called it child's play. Those to whom God has réae#lis secrets may indeed find the experiment lrapd easy.
But do thou carefully beware of exposing thyselfteat danger by unseasonable carelessness. Ratjierthy
work with reverent fear and awe and with earnesyer, and then thou wilt lie in little danger."

Now when you have exercised yourself with exceeditigence in the oratory, the matter being reamydur hand,
go into the laboratory, take the substance inditaad set to work in the following manner.

Above all things you must let it be your first otlj¢o solve this substance (or first Entity, whibk Sages have also
called the highest natural good). Then it must lggd of its watery and earthy nature (for at firsippears an
earthy, heavy, thick, slimy, and misty body), afidtat is thick, nebulous, opaque, and dark imitst be removed,
that thus, by a final sublimation, the heart amemsoul contained in it may be separated and esbtaca Precious
essence. All this can be accomplished with ouriP@md Catholic water, which in its refluent couns@ates and
fertilizes the whole earth, and is sweet, beaytdigar, limpid, and brighter than gold, silverttmancles, or
diamonds. This blessed water is enclosed and caatan our Matter.

Then the extracted Heart, Soul, and Spirit museanore be distilled and condensed into one by their proper
salt (which in the interior of the substance istfwf a blood-red colour, but then becomes of ghyiclear, and
transparent white, and is called by the Sages alteoSWisdom). You have thus first, by what isledlthe anterior
process, separated the pure from the impure, astddindered the visible invisible, then, agaime, ithvisible visible
or palpable (but yet no longer so gross and shapale it was at first), and it is now a bright badth a pleasant,
penetrating smell, and withal so subtle and ethéheaif it were not fixed it would evaporate avahish away. For
this reason the Sages call it mercurial water, atewof the sun, or mercury of the sun, or meradhe wise. But
so long as it remains in the aforesaid form it wipifiused as a medicine, produce no good efferttrdiher act as a
poison. If, therefore, you wish to enjoy its glarsovirtue, and manifold power, you must subjett some further
chemical processes.

For this purpose you must diligently observe thekivg of Nature (extending over a considerableqzkdf time),
and strictly follow her guidance. When you haves tkmowledge, you should take two parts of the afmice
prepared aqueous matter, and again three diffpeetg The first two parts you should keep; buhmthree parts
add another matter, viz., the most precious anisheliyy endowed Body of Gold, which is most intimgtekin to the
First Matter. Of this add one twelfth for the fifstmentation; for both, the spiritual and heavemigpared
substance, and this earthly Body of Gold, musbireefl together, and coagulated into one body.

But it should be noted that common gold is useflessthis purpose, being unsuitable and dead. Fargh it has
been declared by God the Omnipotent to be the prestous and beautiful of metals, yet so long &syithid in the
mine its perfect growth and development was hindlebaily use, moreover, blunts its indwelling posiaramely,
sulphur, or its soul, and it is continually becoghnmingled and defiled with other things that aneign to its
nature. Hence it becomes daily more and more tobe the subject of art. You must, therefore, deaibtain gold
which has a pure, living spirit, and of which thaphur is not yet weakened and sophisticated,$ptire and clear
(by passing through antimony, or by the heavenspiere of Saturn, and being purged of all its eefént):
otherwise the first substance, being spiritual etfrereal, will not combine with it. For this Magisy deals only
with pure bodies, and suffers no unclean thing,m@aror around it.

Now when these unequal parts of the water and @lifiering not only in quality, but also in quartitfor the first
is, after its preparation, ethereal, thin, suldhel soft, while the other is very heavy, firm amdd) have been
combined in a solutory alembic, and reduced toydiguid or amalgam, they should be left six oresevays
exposed to gentle heat of at least a tepid charaldten take one part of the three parts of wated, pour it into a
round, oval glass phial, similar to an egg in shape the tempered liquid in the midst thereof, &ale it once
more for six or seven days; the Body of the Suhtén be gradually dissolved by the water. Theogupoth will
begin to combine, and one will mingle with the athe gently and insensibly as ice with warm wakéis union
the Sages have shadowed out in various ways, lkeereld it, for instance, to the wedlock of a bridd aridegroom
(as in the Song of Solomon). When this is done,taddhird part (which you have kept) to the rést, not all at
once, or in one day, but in seven different instalts: otherwise the Body would become too ligait entirely
corrupted by too much moisture.

For as seed, when cast into the ground, is destragd rendered useless by an excess of moistunaemdo our



work cannot prosper unless the water is judicioasiginistered. All this being done, let the phialdarefully
closed and sealed, to prevent the compound fromogaéing or losing its odour; and place it in thenface, there
exposing it to a gentle, continuous, airy, vaporeusl well-tempered heat, resembling the degreeaith with
which the hen hatches her eggs.

[NOTE. The Sages have said much about vaporoysifivieh they have called the fire of wisdom, whismot
elementary or material, but (according to themgpsal and preternatural. They also call it theiD#fire, i.e., the
water of mercury, roused into action by commonfidgest and heat it well, yet take care that nohi¢ is
sublimed, or, in the parabolic language of the Sathat the wife does not rule the husband, andhieshusband
does not abuse his authority over the wife, &€.you do this, the whole will proceed normally, out any
interference on your part (except that, of couyse, must keep up the fire). At first the earthlydgof the Sun is
totally solved, and decomposed, and robbed otrahgth (the Body, which was first of a muddy imipyr
changing to a coal-black colour, called by the Sage Raven's Head, within the space of forty days] is thus
despoiled of its Soul. The Soul is borne upward, tue Body, being severed from the Soul, lies éone time, as if
dead, at the bottom of the still, like ashes. Btiheé fire is increased, and well tempered, thel §adually
descends again in drops, and saturates and moittdtdy, and so prevents it from being completalyned and
consumed. Then, again, it ascends and descengwoitess being repeated seven times. The temperaiurmust
keep at the same point from beginning to end. Halstely - for it is of the greatest importance that influence of
the fire should be brought to bear gently and galiguln the meantime you will observe various clmahchanges
(e.g., of colour) in the distilling vessel, to whigou must pay careful attention. For if they appealue order, it is
a sign that your undertaking will be brought toragperous issue.

First there appear granular bodies like fishessetyeen a circle around the substance, whichssrddish, then
turns white, then green and yellow like a peacadlitsthen a dazzling white, and finally a deeg reintil at last,
under the rarefying influence of the fire, the Sandl Spirit are combined with their Body, that égghe bottom,
into a fixed and indissoluble Essence, which umind conjunction cannot be witnessed without unspaak
admiration and awe. Then you will behold the refied, quickened, perfected, and glorified Body, ethis of a
most beautiful purple colour (like cochineal), atsdtincture has virtue to change, tinge, and ewery imperfect
body, as we shall hereafter show more in detailelMihus, by the grace and help of God, you havpilyagitained
the goal of your labours, and found the PhoenithefSages, you should once more return thanksrtowith your
whole heart, and use His unspeakable gift solalie glory, and for the advantage of your suffgrbrethren.
Thus | have most faithfully explained to you thealehprocess by which this most noble Art, and highe
achievement, to wit, the Egg of the Sages, or Bapber's Stone, may be begun and successfully etedpl

If, however, during the operation, any accidentaap should occur, it must be seen to in timelss the
chemical process will never be brought to perfectibyou

(1) observe that before the compound is solvedtamd black, anything is sublimed, or evaporatedgomething
resembling a red oil floats on the surface of thiestance (which is a bad sign);

or (2) if before or after it has turned white,Ltrs red too suddenly;

or (3) if, towards the end, it does not properlagalate;

or (4) if the substance is so strongly affectedHgyheat that, being taken out, it does not inktanélt on red hot
iron like wax, but tinges and colours the iron, afigrwards will not remain fixed in the fire - youay regard all
these indications as symptoms of a false compaoséia temperature, or of some kind or other ofleasmess.

If these defects are not immediately seen to, wi#yspeedily become incorrigible. A cunning adspbuld be
acquainted with the various devices by which they fme remedied; and | will recount them here fershke of the
beginner.

If one or more of the above defects are obseryedwhole compound must again be taken out of tied, @nd
once more solved in the aforesaid water of meraiso called virgin's milk, or the milk, blood, asdeat of the
First Matter, or the never-failing fountain, or tater of life, which nevertheless contains the tmoalignant
poison); with this water it must once more be nagied and saturated, and then subjected to thenaddtibe fire,
until there is no longer any sublimation or forroatof gaseous vapours; or till the final coagulatias duly taken
place, as described above. Of its subsequent feéatimmand multiplication, and of its uses, mord & said in the
third part.

Of the time required for the whole process, ipossible to say anything very definite; and, injéke Sages have
put forward the most conflicting opinions on th@ng - no doubt because some have been occupiadtiainger
than others. But if any man will carefully obsetiie working of Nature, and be guided by her teaghamd in all
things hold a middle course, he will gain his obgmoner than one that trusts too blindly to hisavisdom.

But | tell thee not to go beyond the middle poifithe letter X either in the former or latter stagjehe operation,
but to take one half (V) for the time of the sabutiand the other half for the composition. Themjagor the final



union, the number XX should be thy guide (unlesghing unforeseen should occur). Be satisfied ittt space
of time. On the other hand, do not try to hurrytioe consummation, for one hour's mistake may thrme back a
whole month. If thou strivest unduly to shorten tinee thou wilt produce an abortion. Many persoagd) through
their ignorance, or self-opinionated haste, obthméihilixir instead of the hoped for Elixir.

In view of the importance of this magical scienideave thought it right to lay this before the soh&nowledge,
for their careful consideration.

RIDDLE.
There are seven cities, seven metals, seven days, and the number seven; seven letters, seven words in order meet,
seven times, and as many plates; seven herbs, seven arts, and seven stones. Divide seven by three, and thou shalt be
wise. No one will then strive to precipitate the half. In brief, all will proceed favourably in this number.

In the following lines the whole Process is briedgscribed:--

(1) -THE FIRST STAGE.

"Dissolve your substance, and then let it be deasm®g ; then let it be distilled, and once more emseéd."

(Il.) -THE SECOND STAGE.

"Combine two things, decompose them, let them becblack. Digest them and change them to white hy gh&ill;
at last let the compound change to a deep rei Hetcoagulated, and fix it; and you will be adaved man. If,
afterwards, you cause it to ferment, you will hageducted the whole work prosperously. Then timgeewith
whatsoever you will, and it will multiply to you finite treasure."

Or, more briefly, thus:-
"Seek three in one, again seek one in three; Dissahd condense, and thou shalt be master ofrttie A

A Riddle in which also the Process is indicated :-

"A spirit is given for a time to the body, and tisairit is the life of a soul. If the spirit drawe soul to itself, they
ore both severed from the body. Then are there thbb@ling in the same place, until the precious/bsdlissolved,
and is decomposed and dies. But after a time tini¢é @pd the soul are brought back by gentle warrattd hold
once more their former seat. Then you have thenees@ao perfection is wanting, and the work is ifjled by a
joyful end.”

"My son, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes plseny ways." (Proverbs XXIII.)

The Sophic Hydrolith (part 3)

PART III.
Who, has seen Him that he should tell of Him? Who can exalt Him according to His greatness? We see but the
smallest of Hisworks: those that are much greater are hidden from us. For God has made all, and gives
under standing thereof to those that fear Him. (Sirach xliii.)

Concerning the end of this great Art, and the d&nek, virtue, efficacy, and unspeakable utilitytef marvellous
Philosopher's Stone, much has been written: yehbame been able to tell out its thought-surpasgiary or to
adequately set forth its fame. All Sages have daghit as the chief felicity that this earth cafoed, without which
no one can attain perfection in this world. For Mous says: "He who has this Stone has all, andsee other
help." For it includes all temporal felicity, bodihealth, and solid good fortune.

They have also commended the Stone for that thié apd efficacy which lie concealed in it are 8prit of the
Quintessence of all things beneath the disc ofrtben; on this account they say that it upholdssttye and moves
the sea. They also describe it as the most eleeimbst subtle, the purest, and noblest of alh&#@venly spirits, to
which all the rest yield obedience as to their Kithgit bestows on men all health and prosperitgishall diseases,
gives to the God-fearing temporal honour and a ldagbut to the wicked, who abuse it, eternalighment. It is
also extolled by the Sages because it has nevarkmesvn to fail of effecting its purpose, but isifa to be in all
proved, perfect, and unerring. Therefore HermesAaislotle call it the true, undeceiving, and ulifay arcanum of
all arcana, the Divine Virtue which is hidden frone foolish. In brief, they have designated it theef of all things
under heaven, the marvellous conclusion or epilaful philosophic works. Hence some devout Sdge®



affirmed, that it was Divinely revealed to Adamgary him handed down to all the holy Patriarchs.

For by its aid Noah is said to have built the Avlgses the Tabernacle with all its golden vesseld,Solomon the
Temple, besides accomplishing many other greatgjdéashioning many precious ornaments, and progdion
himself long life and boundless riches.

Moreover, the Sages own that through its meansithented the seven liberal arts, and sought arteirodal
sustenance for themselves. God gave them thithgifthey might not be hindered in their researdyegoverty, or
driven to flatter the rich for the sake of gaindahus become contemptible, and as a jest or bg-woHis sight.
The Stone enabled them to discern the great mgstefithe Divine wonders, and the inexhaustibleascof the
Divine Glory. By it their hearts were roused andetl up to a more intimate knowledge of God. Faytsought
not to obtain great wealth, or the honour and piessof this world, but all their delight was t@sgh out and
contemplate the marvellous secrets of Nature. Teggrded the works of God with very different eyay] in a
very different manner than most men in our own sipveho, alas, look on them like cows or calves, purgue the
study of our noble Art for the sake of wealth, amchporal advantage and pleasure. But they will nérd what
they seek. For God gives not this gift to the watkeho despise His word, but to the godly who sttiv live
honestly and quietly in this wicked and impure wpdnd to lend a helping hand to the needy bretlmenn the
words of the poet:

"God gives this Art to the sincere and good, nar ttee world purchase it with all its gold. The vallknow nothing
of this Mystery, for if any man be impious, he se#dle Stone in vain. He who holds it in silence ikswehere he
would, and fears neither accidents, nor thievesang evil. For this reason this sacred gift isnged to few: it is in
the hands of God, and He gives it to whomsoevewHlg

Much has been said concerning the operation, vieme utility of this Art in a variety of writingahich have
heretofore seen the light, as, for example, untatwhtent the said Stone, prepared and made memeptrfect,
becomes a medicine which is above every medicifead been denominated the universal panacea,itt wht
only all diseases yield (as, for instance, leprasy gout), but by the use of which, old men mayhbeeyoung
again, recover their lost faculties, and their fermstrength, and by which those who are alreadydagd may be
revivified and quickened. But, as | am no physicianill forbear to give an opinion on this poifithat the Stone
has this virtue, every one that possesses it cmoder for himself. | prefer to set down a few aladons
concerning those qualities and uses of the Stonehvere known to me by daily experience.

In the first place, the practice of this Art enables to understand, not merely the marvels of iatust the nature
of God Himself, in all its unspeakable glory. laslows forth, in a wonderful manner, how man isithege of the
most Holy Trinity, the essence of the Holy Trinignd the Oneness of Substances in that Trinitwedisas the
difference of Persons; the Incarnation of the Sdd@erson of the Holy Trinity, His Nativity, Passjdeath, and
Resurrection; His Exaltation and the Eternal Happswon by Him for us men; also our purificatioonfroriginal
sin, in the absence of which purification all gaadions of men would be vain and void - and, ieball the
articles of the Christian faith, and the reason wian must pass through much tribulation and angaisth fall a
prey to death, before he can rise again to a rfewAil this we see in our Art as it were in a roirras we shall take
occasion to set forth in our Fourth Part. Secoritdyearthly and natural use consists in changinghaerfect
metals, by means of its tincture, into pure anddsgdld, as | will try to show as briefly as | can.

The Stone or Elixir cannot be used for this purdagée form in which we left it at the completiohthe previous
stage of our process; but it should be still furieemented and augmented: in the following manasmtherwise it
could not be conveniently applied to imperfect fsesand bodies.

Take one part of the Essence, and add to it thaets pf purest gold, which has been purged andechély means of
antimony, and reduced to very thin plates. Let thenplaced together in the crucible.

Thereupon the whole compound will be transformed épure and efficacious Tincture, which, whenliggdpto
base metals, in the ratio of 1::1000, will chartgent into pure gold.

Note - The purer the metals are, and the greagar dlffinity to our substance, the more easilythey received by
the Tincture, and the more perfect and rapid iptioeess of regeneration. For the transformatiorsists in all that
is impure and unsuitable being purged off, andcte like dress in the same manner flawed stonebea
transmuted into precious diamonds, and commonalrgah be so tinged as to become equal to the pnesibus
stones.

Moreover, many other things may be done with theeflire which must not be revealed to the wickeddvdrhese
virtues of the Stone, and others of a like king, lanked upon as the least important by the Sagesby all
Christians on whom God has bestowed this most @usajift. Such men think them vile indeed when carad
with the knowledge of God and of His works whiclafforded by the Stone.

For let me tell you that he on whom the Most Higis lkonferred the knowledge of this Mystery estesmie
money and earthly riches as lightly as the dithefstreets. His heart and all his desires are ljgon seeing and



enjoying the heavenly reality of which all thesags are but a figure; as Solomon, the wisest sEWlings,
testifies in chapter vii. of the Book of Wisdom, vk he says: "I preferred wisdom before sceptrdgtaones, and
esteemed riches nothing in comparison of her. Meitompared | unto her any precious stone, becadlgeld in
respect of her is as a little sand, and silverldfetounted as clay before her." Those, theretheg,desire this Art
as a means of procuring temporal honour, pleasmewealth, are the most foolish of men; and ttayrever
obtain that which they seek at so great an expehs®mney, time, and trouble, and which fills thieéarts, their
minds, and all their thoughts. For this reasonShges have expressed a profound contempt for wavietlth (not
as though it were in itself a bad thing, seeing ithia highly commended in Holy Scripture as acdaent gift of
God, but because of its vile abuse). They despideztause it seemed to hinder men from followimg good and
the true, and to introduce a mischievous confusitmtheir conceptions of right and wrong. Thesesas of money
the illustrious Marcellus Palingenius Stellatus besphically described in the poem entitled thediZo of Life",
under the sign of Sagittarius, where he draws i@ ydicture of the evils of avarice. To this poemduld therefore
refer the gentle reader.

From this poem we may gather how lightly this digtiished man, though evidently a possessor ofttheeSas
appears out of his "Zodiac of Nature", held gold aitver, and all things temporal, in respect ofug.

Nor is his case by any means exceptional. All Shges regarded wisdom, and the knowledge of hegvhimngs,
as far better than the transient things of eantl,leave so ordered their lives and actions thtkteakast they might
obtain immortality and eternal glory. This feeliilsgwvell expressed by Solomon, in his Book of Prbegicp. xvi.),
where he says: "How much better is it to get wisdbam gold ! and to get understanding rather toHmsen than
silver!" - and again in the xxii. chapter: "A goodme is rather to be chosen than great richesgramaledge rather
than silver and gold." The same aspiration promgtedollowing words of the son of Sirach: "Seet ti@u keep a
good name, for it is better than a thousand tressof gold." By reason of these and other virtubElvresult from
the philosophy of the Stone, the Sages have nesari@d of extolling its marvellous excellence; éinely have
taken great pains to make it known to the worthygrider that its wisdom might be accepted and jwadtt
exhibited by them. But to the foolish everythingscure and difficult to be understood. This & ¢t of the first
six chapters of Solomon's Book of Proverbs, whersdys that men should strain every nerve to atheour
wisdom. In the Book of Ecclesiastes, too, he useddllowing words: "My son, be satisfied with ady station:
for it is better than all that this world desir@fie greater thou art, the more humble thyself,@ad will give thee
grace. For the Lord is a most High God, and doeatghings through the lowly."

The Sophic Hydrolith (part 4)

PART IV.

"I will open my mouth in parables, and declare gisifnidden from the foundation of the world." (PsaX¥XVIII.
and Matthew XIII.)

When it pleases Almighty God by His Divine Wordnbake known unto the human race His marvellous, ,dasgh
celestial mysteries, He is wont to do so in paskdad to shadow forth His meaning in things faanito our eyes
which are depicted visibly before us. For instamdeen pronouncing upon Adam in Paradise, afteFdik the
sentence of death, He told him that as he was madiédormed of dust, he should also return to ddsist being a
thing which in itself has no life. Again, when prising to Abraham an innumerable posterity, He ilated His
meaning by pointing to the stars of the heaveressénd of the sea shore, and the dust of the éatthe same
manner, God made use of divers precious typesdiaidieg His will to the children of Israel througie Prophets.
This practice was also adopted in the New Testalmehrist Himself - the Foundation and Expressdenaf the
Truth - who set forth His teaching in parablesiidey that it might be better understood. So He @mepHis

Divine and Blessed Gospel - the highest happinessa - to seed that is sown in a field, amongstiwvthe enemy
scatters evil seed; to a hidden treasure; to d pegreat price; to a grain of wheat; to a mustsedd; to leaven, etc.
[Cf. Luke viii. Matthew xiii. and xxii Luke xix. M&thew xx.]

The Kingdom of Heaven He describes under the inohgegreat Wedding Feast. The Christian Churchinadgite
compares to a Vineyard, and to a King calling upiznservants to render up an account. He alsotbhsesimilitude
of a noble lord who entrusted his goods to hisa®is; of a lost sheep, a prodigal son, and otHeasimilar nature.
[Cf. Matthew xviii. Luke xvi Matthew xxv. Luke xuii Mark xii. Luke xviii. Luke x.]

These types and similitudes were given to us onwattoof our human infirmity, which prevents us from



understanding and picturing to ourselves the thofdggeaven. And since it is God's wont to revea Hind in
parables and figures, we can but regard it aspid@e with all the other dealings of God, that@eef Good, His
Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who byodiedience saved all mankind from eternal deathrestored to
us the Kingdom of Heaven, should have expressea#tize in a concrete bodily form. This is the ggeamystery
of Almighty God, and the highest and worthiest b knowledge.

[Ephesians iii. Collossians i. Isaiah xlv.: "Leetheavens drop down from above, and let the skiasgiown
righteousness. Let the earth open and bring foelSaviour."]

And although this great Good had been prefiguragstm the Old Testament by types such as thefisacaf I1saac,
the ladder of Jacob, the betrayal and wonderfut&tan of Joseph the brazen serpent, Samson, DarndlJonah:
yet, besides all these, Almighty God deigned tegis a fuller revelation and a corporal, visibled apprehensible
idea of His heavenly treasures and gifts in thes&eof His Son. This earthly and bodily manifestatHe plainly
foretold in the Prophet Isaiah (chapter. xxviiiBehold, | lay in Zion for a foundation a corneosg, a tried stone, a
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not masén” To the same effect the Royal Seer Davidkspélaough the
Holy Spirit, in Psalm cxviii.: "The Stone which theilders rejected is become the head stone afdheer. This is
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyadis type, the aforesaid Corner Stone, Christiappo Himself
(Matthew xxi.) when He says: "Have ye never reathScriptures? The Stone that the builders rejeistbecome
the chief stone of the corner. This is the Lordmd, and it is marvellous in our eyes. And whosseshall fall on
this Stone shall be broken; but on whomsoeveral $all it shall grind him to powder."” And Petekdts, iv.) and
Paul in his Epistle to the Romans ix. repeat alrttestsame words.

This tried, blessed, and heavenly Stone Jesust@asslongingly expected from the beginning of Wald by the
Fathers and Holy Patriarchs; God-enlightened mayeat that they might be accounted worthy to se@tbmised
Christ in His bodily and visible form. And if thaightly knew Him by the Holy Spirit, they were coonfed by His
presence in their lives, and had an invisible Etien whom they could stay themselves, as uponréusgifulcrum,
in trouble and danger even unto the end of thieir li

But although that heavenly Stone was bestowed liy&&a free gift on the whole human race, theagctvell as
the poor (Matthew xi., 6.); yet to this very dayrquaratively few have been able to know and apprh#m. To
the majority of mankind He has always been a hidsmet, and a grievous stumbling block, as Istmiediold in
his eighth chapter: "He shall be for a stone ofndtiing and a rock of offence, a gin and a snar¢habmany shall
stumble and fall, and be broken, and be snaredbandken.” The same was revealed to the aged 8jméden he
spake thus to Mary, the Mother of the Corner St6Behold, He shall be for a fall and rising agafm@ny in
Israel, and for a sign that shall be spoken agaimstthis St. Paul also bears witness (Romans'ixhey fell from
the Stone of offence, and the rock of stumblingtliég believes in Him shall not be confounded."sT&ione is
precious to them that believe, but to the unbetigVia stone of offence and stumbling, seeing tiey &rre broken
against the word, and believe not in Him on whosythre founded (Ecclessiastes xliii.)." In all thesspects the
Precious, Blessed, and Heavenly Stone agrees noostarfully with our earthly, corporal, and philoigal Stone;
and it is, therefore, well worth our while to compaur Stone with its Heavenly prototype. We stials
understand that the earthly philosophical Stortkadrue image of the real, spiritual, and heav&tbne Jesus
Christ.

Thus, then, those who would truly know and prephedfirst Matter of the Philosopher's Stone (thieichAnd
principal mystery of this earth) must have a dewsght into the nature of things, just as those wbald know the
Heavenly Stone (i.e., the indissoluble, triune mesef the true and living God) must have a protbsipiritual
insight into the things of heaven: hence we saiolinfirst part, that the student of our Art musstfhave a
thorough knowledge of Nature and her propertiea.rifan would come to know the highest good, he nigistly
know, first God, and then himself (Acts xvii: "FiorHim we live," etc.). If anyone learn to know teeif and God
(i.e. our duty as men, our origin, the end of ceinb, and our affinity to God), he has the highsesiolarship,
without which it is impossible to obtain happinesisher in this world, or in the world to come.

If we would find that high and heavenly Stone, washremember that, as our earthly Philosophicaié&ts to be
sought in one thing and two things, which are mi¢h everywhere, so we must look for Him nowhereinuhe
eternal Word of God, and the Holy Scripture (catmsgsof the Old and New Testaments) - as God thbdfa
testified at His Transfiguration on Mount Tabor (., Luke ix.), when He said: "This is My Belo¥é&on: hear
ye Him." In the same way Christ, the essential @ednal Word of God, speaks of Himself: "No one esno the
Father, but by Me" - according to the Scripture, itifallible testimony of the Divine Word (Isaiakxiv.). In Isaiah
viii. we find the words: "to the Law and the Testiny." And Christ, the aforesaid Corner Stone, beatrsess to
the necessity of Scripture, when He says: "Sedrelstriptures, for in them ye believe that ye heteenal life, and
it is they that testify of Me." Therefore, Davidysan Psalm cxix., long before the coming of Chrisy delight, O
Lord, is in Thy commandments, for they are my celloss; Thy word is a lamp unto my feet; | rejoioghe way



of Thy testimonies more than in great riches. Alsmnsider Thy ways, and walk in Thy testimonigsénesis xiii.
Psalm xlv. Isaiah ix, 49. Jeremiah xxxii. John 4, Romans ix. |. Corinthians v.]

Moreover, when and where the First Matter of tiiavenly Stone was founded (“from the beginnindghefworld"),
is expressly set forth in several passages of Bohpture, especially in the fifth chapter of MicdWWhose goings
forth have been from of old; from everlasting.” Whbe Jews asked the Corner Stone Himself who Hg Ma
answered: "l that speak to you was from the begmhiand again: "Before Abraham was, | am." Frogsth
passages it follows that He had His being, wittbeginning, from all eternity, and that He wiliégdthroughout
all eternity.

And although this knowledge is to be found and ibleid nowhere but in the Old and New Testamentsgntiesless
he who would gain it must proceed with the greatast (II. Timothy, lit), for one false step maynder all our
subsequent labour useless. He who would gain @galdderstanding of the word of truth, should hiieeeyes of
his soul opened, and his mind illumined by the irdMaght (1. John, v.) which God has kindled in dwaarts from
the beginning; for he who strives to obtain thiswiedge without the Divine light, may easily mistaRaul for
Paul, and choose a false road instead of the pigitt This happens continually in regard to outhaStone. Ten
persons may read the same description of it, ahdnfg one may read the words aright. So the migjafi mankind
daily miss the knowledge of the Heavenly Stone;bemause it is not before their eyes, but becdesehave not
eyes to see it. Therefore Christ says: (Luke Xilje'eye is the light of the body, and if the eyalag the whole
body will be full of darkness."” In the seventeedliapter of the same Gospel He says: "Behold thgdkim of God
is within you." From these words it most clearlyeprs that the knowledge of the light in man moste from
within, and not from without.

The external object, as they say, or the lettenriten for the sake of our infirmity, as a furthegd to the implanted
light of grace (Matthew xxiv.), as also the outwapbken word is used as an auxiliary means focdneeyance
and advancement of knowledge. For example, if dendmid a black tablet were put before you, andwene asked
to say which was white and which black, you woubd Ime able to answer the question if you had nuipus
knowledge of those colours; your ability to do somes, not from looking at the tablets, but from khowledge
that before was in your mind. The object only stipsyour perceptive faculty, and calls out the kleulge that
before was in you, but does not of itself affordttknowledge. In the same way, if any one put yaor hand a
flint, and asked you to bring outward and visibte but of it for him, you would be unable to dowithout the
steel that belongs to it, with which you would hawelicit the spark slumbering in the stone. Meero you would
have to catch and fan it into flame on a piecerafdr - or else the spark would immediately varighin. If you do
this, you will have a bright fire, and so long asikeep it up, you will be able to do with it whate you like. In the
same manner, the heavenly light slumbers in theamusoul, and must be struck out by outward contechely, by
the true faith, through reading and hearing, anoutph the Holy Spirit whom Christ restored to usj @romised to
give us (John xiv.: "No man comes to the Fathelyune"), and to put into our dark, but still glaygihearts, as
into a kind of tinder, where He may be fanned aindled into a bright flame, working the will of Gad our souls.
For He delights to dwell in light unapproachableg in the hearts of believers. Although no man ées, or ever
can, see God with his outward bodily eyes, yet Withinward eyes of the soul He may well be seenkaown.
But notwithstanding that inward light casts itsgtibeams over the whole world, and into the hefeevery man
without any difference, the world, by reason ofifsate corruptness, cannot see it rightly, andses to
acknowledge it; and on this account so many fatskpernicious notions are current concerning it. \Be shall do
well to consider that God has, not without a goarppse, furnished our heads with two eyes and aws; éor He
would thereby teach us that man has a double vaiona double hearing; namely, the outward andhtlard.
With the inward he is to judge spiritual thingsdahe outward is also to perform its own propeiceff The same
distinction we find in the spirit and the letter®¢ripture. For this reason | thought fit to expltiis matter for the
sake of students of the simple sort, who mightthee be at a loss to apprehend the full signifieaof the triune
Stone.

Again, as the substance of the earthly Stone lsimpticcounted of in the world, and rejected byrtizgority of
mankind, so Christ, the eternal Word of the Fathed the Heavenly Triune Stone, is lightly esteemetis world,
and scarcely even looked at; nay, we may say ththing is so profoundly and utterly despised by kiaah, as the
Saving Word of God. Hence (Corinthians I, 2) it&éled foolishness by the wise of this world. N@itionly
contemned and regarded as worthless; it is evestpbed and laid under a ban, like some false ioatatoctrine,
and it is grievous for a God-fearing man to listethe blasphemous words that are spoken agaifitithe
believer must be tried by it, and the world siftadits appearance. So St. John says (cp. i.): ‘deecunto His own,
and they received Him not;" and again: "He wash&world, and the world knew Him not."

Again, as the physical and earthly water-Stondef3ages has, on account of its unsearchable excellbeen
called by a great variety of names by the multitafiphilosophers, so the Heavenly Light, the on@fNen and



llluminant, whose riches and glory are past finding, is designated in Holy Scripture by a largebaer of titles.
We will go through the most important names of bathe Philosopher's Stone is called the most ahcenret or
unknown, natural, incomprehensible, heavenly, eléssacred Stone of the Sages. It is describediag true,
more certain than certainty itself, the arcanuralb&rcana - the Divine virtue and efficacy, whisthidden from
the foolish, the aim and end of all things undeavea, the wonderful epilogue or conclusion of ladl tabours of the
Sages - the perfect essence of all the elemeetimndestructible body which no element can injtine,
guintessence; the double and living mercury whia$ in itself the heavenly spirit - the cure forialsound and
imperfect metals - the everlasting light - the paaaafor all diseases - the glorious Phoenix - thetmrecious of
treasures - the chief good of Nature - the univérgae Stone, which is naturally composed of ¢htleings, and,
nevertheless, is but one - nay, is generated angyht forth of one, two, three, four, and fivethe writings of the
Sages we may also find it spoken of as the Catiwdignesia, or the seed of the world, and under no#imgr names
and titles of a like nature, which we may best syomand comprehend in the perfect number of onestinodt And
as the earthly Philosopher's Stone and its substaanee a thousand names, so an infinite varietifles is even
more justly predicated of the Chief Good of thegnse. For He is God, the Word of God, the EteBual, the real,
eternal, tried, and precious corner and found&a®itmme which the builders refused and rejected sHiie, and
more ancient than all things seeing that He wagrbehe foundation of the world, and from everlagtiHe is the
true, hidden, and unknown God, supernatural, incehgnsible, heavenly, blessed, and highly praideds the
only Saviour, and the God of Gods (DeuteronomySuye He is, and true, and cannot lie (Numbers. xdbmans
iii.). He is the only Potentate who does what Hi, wtcording to His good pleasure. He is secreteternal, and in
Him lie hid all the treasures and mysteries of klsmlge (Romans xvi., Collossians ii.). He is theyddivine virtue
and omnipotence, which is unknown to the fooligithe wise of this world. He is the only true esseof all
elements, seeing that of Him all things are anceveeeated (Romans ii., James i.). He is the qusete=, the
essence of all essences, and yet Himself not ames®f anything. He has in Himself the HeavenlyiSphich
quickens all things with life itself (Wisdom viisaiah xlii., John xiv.). He is the one perfect av of all imperfect
bodies and men, the true heavenly physician ofth#, the eternal light that lights all men (Isabah John i.), the
universal Remedy of all diseases, the true splirfiaaacea. He is the glorious Phoenix that quiclkerbsrestores
with His own blood His little ones whom the old Sent, the Devil, had wounded and killed. He isgheatest
treasure, and the best thing in heaven or upoh,ah# triune universal essence, called Jehovélone the Divine
essence - of two, God and Man - of three, namebetPersons - of four, namely three Persons, aadosine
Substance - of five, namely of three Persons, anm® and one Human Substance. He is also theQatlolic
Magnesia, or universal seed of the world, of Whtimgugh Whom, and to Whom are all things in heaaeth upon
earth - the Alpha and Omega, the beginning anemide says the Lord that is, and was, and is to ctime
Almighty (Apoc. i.).

But again, as in the case of the philosophical wibik not enough for anyone to know its substaame its triune
essence, with the quality and property theredfeifioes not also know where to obtain it, and lobetcome a
partaker of its benefits - which can only be dasewe said above, by dissolving the substancetstbree parts,
decomposing it, and so depriving it of its caligissshadow and hirsute essence, subliming its imidelen heart
and soul by means of the sweet, universal, fiegsime water (extracted from itself) into a volatigsence - so we
cannot know that glorious triune Essence, calléd\ah, unless the image of Him is first dissolvad purified in
our own souls, the veil of Moses (i.e., our ownmigate sinfulness which prevents us from seeing&3adde is)
being taken away, and our inner heart and soughmimified, cleansed, and sublimed by the Divihenilination of
Him that dwells within, namely, Christ, who wasloes hearts like pure water (Isaiah xliv.), andsfihem with His
sweet and gentle comfort. So you first behold thatky but afterwards the love of God.

Once more: As our Matter, in the philosophical wafer being dissolved into its three parts ongiples, must
again be coagulated and reduced into its own preglerand into one essence, which is then catlesalt of the
Sages: so God, and His Son, must be known as @meehns of their essential substance, and mustenmgarded
as two or three Divinities, possessing more thanessence. When you have thus known God througBdtisand
united them by the bond of the Holy Spirit, Goah@slonger invisible, or full of wrath, but you mésel His love,
and, as it were, see Him with your eyes, and hadidtewith your hands, in the person of Jesus Chirl Son and
express image. But even this knowledge of the Eri@ond will avail you little, unless you continueadvance and
grow in His grace, for God otherwise will be stétrible, and as it is said of Him (Deuteronomy 8), "a
consuming fire." For as the substance of the Sadts,all the changes that it has undergone,deilmore harm
than good as a medicine applied to the body, wittimifinal preparation, so unless you fully andgely
apprehend Christ, the mere knowledge of Him willdt¢o your condemnation rather than to the salaagfoyour
soul (I. John, iv.). Therefore if you wish to beampartaker of Christ, and if you desire to pass@sl enjoy His
heavenly gifts and treasures, you must advandeeipérsonal knowledge of Christ, and look upon Hiot,merely



as a pure and immaterial Spirit, but as the Savidhw in the fulness of time took upon Himself a lmbody, and
became the Son of Man, as well as the Son of God.

For as in our philosophical work another most nairld cognate metallic body must be united to aat §ubstance
(if it is to be rendered effectual for the perfagtiof other metals), and joined together with ibinone body, so the
Divine Nature of the Son of God had to take upsalit as it were, another kindred "metallic* bodgmely our
human nature, our human flesh and blood (whichingalveen created in the image of God, has the egtaffinity
with Him), and to be joined with it into one indidgble whole, in order that He might have the powafdringing
imperfect men to perfection.

But again, we said that common gold, on accouitsamperfection and impurity, would not combinethwour
substance, because its manifold defects had resh@téidead” and useless for our purpose, and tbiathis reason,
it must first receive a bright and pure body (ndtléerated or weakened by the presence of bachadtsulphur). In
the same way, the Divine essence of the Son ofd@altl not be joined to common human nature, whsch i
conceived in sin, defiled with hereditary unclessmend many actual sins and besetting infirm{tiesugh all
these are no integral part of human nature as sbhahjequired a pure, sinless, and perfect humanit

For if the earthly Adam, before the Fall (thougteatll only a created being), was holy, perfent ainless, how
much more must the heavenly Adam, to whom the babotten Son of God was joined, have a perfect hityva
Therefore the heavenly, eternal, fundamental Cdsbene, Jesus Christ (like the earthly Philosoptétane), is
now One, uniting in Himself, after an inscrutablamer, a dual nature of admirable generation aigihpand the
properties both of God and of man. For accordingitoDivine Nature, He is true God, of the SubseotHis
heavenly and eternal Father, and the Son of Gods&boings out (as the Scripture says) were fraamasting
(Micah v.). According to His human nature, on thieeo hand, He was born in the fullness of time as@and
perfect man, without sin, but with a real body aodl (Matthew xxvi.). Therefore He now eternallpresents the
indissoluble and personal union of the Divine drelluman substance, the oneness of the naturesdodi@ man.
It is much to be wished that the eyes of our spifionated doctors were opened, or the nebuloos 6
sophistical mask, which obscures their vision, te&e/ay, that so they might see more clearly. | antiqularly
alluding to the Aristotelians, and other blind thegcal quibblers, who spend their lives in wrangliand disputing
about Divine things in a most unchristian manned, put forth no end of manifold distinctions, dieiss, and
confusions, thus obscuring the Scriptural doctdoecerning the union of natures and communicatfcsubstances
in Christ. If they will not believe God and His lydlWord, they might at least be enlightened by dtf our
chemical Art, and of the union of two waters (Mfm&t of mercury and that of the Sun) which our gtstrikingly
and palpably exhibits. But the scholastic wisdontheir Ethnic philosophy is entirely based upongrag
philosophy, and has no foundation in Holy Scriptor€hristian Theology. Their Aristotelian preceptseir
"substances" and "accidents," entirely blind therthe true proportions of things, and they forgettdllian's
saying "that philosophers are the patriarchs oé$el But we do not think it worth while to pursiinés subject any
further.

Again, as our chemical compound (in which the twsemces have been combined) is subjected to tloa atfire,
and is decomposed, dissolved, and well digestetiaarhis process, before its consummation, eshitaitious
chromatic changes, so this Divine Man, and Humad, @esus Christ, had, by the will of His heaverdgher, to
pass through the furnace of affliction, that isptlgh many troubles, insults, and sufferings, am¢burse of which
His outward aspect was grievously changed; thusifiered hunger when, after His Baptism and Hisagite
upon the ministry of the Word, the Holy Spirit Ielim into the wilderness to be tempted of the Deasild there
waged with Him a threefold contest, as an examphditbaptized Christian men, who, having decldreinselves
followers of Christ, are, like Him, tempted, and/édo sustain the shock of various grievous assafijain, He
was subject to weariness, He shed tears, He trelmkewrestled with death, He shed drops of sweadjled with
blood, He was taken captive and bound, was stimtie face by the high priest's servant, was maakexdded,
spitted upon, scourged, crowned with thorns, coméehio die upon the Cross, which He had to bearskliimwas
nailed to it between two malefactors, received gareand gall to drink, cried out with a loud voicemmended His
spirit into the hands of His Father - and so ggwvéhe ghost and died upon the Cross. These andtathdations,
which are faithfully related by the Evangelists, ltbel to bear in the course of His earthly life.

And as the Sages say that the above mentionedgsrofehemical digestion is generally completedhiniforty
days, so the same number seems to have a mosigpeigtificance in Scripture, more particularlydonnection
with the life of our Lord. The Israelites remairfedty years in the wilderness; Moses was forty dayd forty
nights on Mount Sinai; Elijah's flight from Ahabaied the same length of time. Christ fasted fdetys and forty
nights in the wilderness; He spent forty monthprieaching upon earth; He lay forty hours in thergraappeared
to His disciples forty days after His Resurrectidfithin forty years from Christ's Ascension Jerasalwas
destroyed by the Romans, and made level with tbergt.



Then again, the Sages have called our compountk whilergoing the process of decomposition, theeRavHead,
on account of its blackness. In the same way, €fisagiah liii.) had no form nor comeliness - wasplised and
rejected of men - a man of sorrows and acquaintddgeief - so despised, that men hid, as it wireir faces from
Him; and in the 22nd Psalm He complains that Haigorm, and no man," "a scorn and laughing-stdcke
people”. We may also see an analogy to Christarfaht that the decomposed body of the sun liesdore time
dead and lifeless, like burnt-out ashes, at thbobf the phial, and that its "soul" gradually cesds to it under
the influence of greater heat, and once more dasjras it were, the dead and decaying body, aras safrom total
destruction. For when, on the Mount of Olives, andhe Cross, Christ had experienced a feelingtef u
dereliction, He was afterwards comforted and stitegrged, and nourished (as it were) with Divine aefrom
above. And when at length He had given up the glapst all the strength forsook His body, so thattdéat down
to the parts below the earth, even there He wasepred, refreshed, and filled with the quickeniogver of the
eternal Deity; and thus, by the reunion of Hisispiith His dead body, quickened, raised from tlead)} lifted up
into heaven, and appointed Lord and King of alheve, sitting at the right hand of His Father, ldevmules,
governs, preserves, and quickens all things withpthwer of His Word. This marvellous Union and Divi
Exaltation angels and men in heaven, upon earthuader the earth can scarce think upon without fealr, and
trembling: awe - Whose power, strength, and pufjpteture (i.e., Blood) changes us imperfect mensinders in
body and soul, and is a marvellous medicine fooatldiseases, as we shall see further on.

We have briefly and simply considered the most obwianalogies that serve to establish the typmahection
between Jesus Christ, the heavenly Corner Stodeg@amearthly Philosopher's Stone, and to illustitst figurative
resemblance to the Incarnation of the Saviour af.riiée will now proceed to shew that the earthlyntalso
shadows forth His transmuting, strengthening, hegaland quickening power towards us sinful, wrediclzad
imperfect human beings.

For though God created man at the beginning iroMis image, and made him more glorious and perfest bther
creatures, and breathed into him a living and intat@oul, yet by the fall the image of God was deth and man
was changed into the very reverse of what God hi@hded that he should be.

But in order that we might be restored to our fargierious state, God in His great mercy devisedfthlowing
remedy: As the perfect earthly Stone, or Tinctafger its completion extends its quickening efficaand the
perfecting virtue of its tincture to other imperfecetals, so Christ, that blessed heavenly Stotends the
quickening influence of His purple Tincture to psrifying us, and conforming us to the likeness$iaf perfect and
heavenly Body. For, as St. Paul says: (Roman$,\Hle is the first-born among many brethren, agsHdso the
first-born before all creatures, through whom lilhgs in heaven and earth were created, and rdedrtoi God. If
we who are by Nature impure, imperfect, and modesire to become pure, immortal and perfect, this
transmutation can be effected only through the atexdi of the Heavenly Corner Stone Jesus Christ, iwhhe only
holy, risen, glorified, heavenly King, both God amédn in the unity of one Person.

For as the Philosopher's Stone, which is the Chariiing, has virtue by means of its tincture arsddiéveloped
perfection to change other imperfect and base satad pure gold, so our heavenly King and fundasale@orner
Stone, Jesus Christ, can alone purify us sinnatsraperfect men with His Blessed ruby-coloured Time, that is
to say, His Blood, from all our natural filth andaleanness, and perfectly heal the malignant disebsur nature;
seeing that there is no salvation but in Him, drad ho other name is given under heaven wherebycarembtain
happiness and perfection.

The blind and insensate world has, indeed, thralgltraft and deceit of the Devil, tried many otivarys and
methods of obtaining everlasting salvation, andtbéed hard to reach the goal; but Christ nevdetwis and
remains the only true Saviour and Mediator, wham@loan make us appear just in the sight of Godparifly us
from our spiritual leprosy - just as, upon eartigre is only one royal, saving, chemical Stone hictwvall
imperfect metals must be brought to perfectiona@hbodily diseases healed (especially that feagtl otherwise
incurable leprosy). All other spiritual remediesuch as those invented and used by Jews, Turkhemsa and
heretics - may be compared to the devices of tatsksophistical alchemists; for by them men arepndfied, but
defiled - not quickened, but enfeebled, and givesr @0 a state of more helpless spiritual deadri&sshe pseudo
alchemists, or malchemists, as they may be mormppgptely termed, discover many tinctures and wdoy
which men are not only deceived, but, as daily eérpee teaches, often ruined in fortune, body, smd. Again, if
we men would be purified and cleansed of our oalyain and the filth of Adam (in whom, through thebtilty of
the Cacodaemon, our whole race was corrupted imdheProtoplast), we can obtain perfection andnete
happiness only through the regeneration of watdrthe Spirit, as the royal chemical substancegemerated by
water and its spirit. In this new and spirituale@agration, which is performed in baptism throughewand the
Spirit, we are washed and purified with the BloddChrist, united to His Body, and clothed with Has with a
garment (Collossians iii., Ephesians v.). For hasghilosophical Stone becomes joined to otherIsbiameans of



its tincture and enters into an indissoluble unigth them, so Christ, our Head, is in constanthdtanmunion with
all His members through the ruby tincture of His@&l, and compacts His whole Body into a perfeaitsji
building which after God is created in righteousnasd true holiness. Now, that regeneration whichrought in
baptism through the operation of the Holy Spiritdally nothing but an inward spiritual renewafafen man, by
which we become God's friends instead of His engnaird thus heirs of God and fellow heirs with €hfi.
Corinthians ii., Romans xii., Ephesians ii., Hebsdii). For to this end Christ died and rose agtiat through this
means, namely, through His passion, death, resimmeand ascension, He might enter the Holy Piaade
without hands, and prepare for us the way to oarlasting Fatherland. Therefore, we, too, as Hi¢hars and
sisters, should follow His passion, and grow likenHin love, humility, and all other virtues, tillevare conformed
to His glorified body, and until, having lived adikd with Him, we also reign with Him, and shares ldverlasting
glory.

But this inward quickening and imitation of Chrisyr heavenly King, in our daily lives, is not thetgrowth of our
own merit or natural will (for by nature all mereabslind, deaf, and dead, as to spiritual things),i®produced
solely through the effectual working of the Holyi@pwho dwells in us through the blessed laveragfeneration.
In like manner, the minerals and metals are in 8@wes gross and dead, and cannot purify or aragdior
themselves, but are purified, renewed, dissolved,erfected through the agency of the spagyrittsiiow when
we have been incorporated in the Body of our helgMeimg, and washed and cleansed of original siaugh His
purple Tincture, and so rendered capable of brinéprth the first fruits of the Holy Spirit, we afed up, like little
children, and nourished with the pure and healttngi milk of grace, until at length we become ligistones, fit for
the heavenly building and the highest priesthoddclvconsists in offering up spiritual sacrificexl as are
acceptable to God the Father, through Jesus CRdseven a Christian, though regenerated througfenvand the
Word, cannot grasp or apprehend all things at dmgiemust grow gradually, and daily, in the knovgeaf God
and of Christ.

For as, in our philosophical experiment, the urabthe two essences, namely of the earthly goldthadheavenly
prepared Matter, which have first been reducedkio@ of dry liquid, or amalgam, in a solutory aleisy does not
take place all at once (seeing that the differantspare added gradually and at stated intervas)e must expect
the growth of the quickened spirit to be slow aradgal. For when the spiritual union of a man v@tirist in
baptism has once taken place, and he is unitedfoned with His Body, he must gradually advannehe
Christian faith, and assimilate in his soul onéchatafter another, until he has obtained perfecvedge, and is
firmly established in all the fulness of conviction

Now the Christian faith, like the prepared aqueswisstance, consists of twelve articles, accordirthe number of
the Apostles, and these again fall into three fpaicsections, viz. (1) that which treats of owation, (2) that
which deals with our redemption, and (3) that whielscribes our sanctification. All these articles Christian
must, one by one, and little by little, make hisnowde cannot master them all at once; for if to@mspiritual
nourishment were administered to him at a timesbid might begin to loathe its food, and he mighentirely
estranged from the faith. Therefore, the thirdcketifor instance, should be divided into severtigp@and taught in
seven different lessons (just as the matter waputonto the phial all at once). When a man haderthe whole
faith thoroughly his own, he must carefully preseityure from all corruption and falsification.

Moreover, in the chemical process, the Stone cammog its influence to bear on imperfect metatdgess it is first
combined with three several parts of highly refiaed purified gold, not because the tincture ofSkene itself is
imperfect, but on account of the grossness of telsiwhich otherwise could not receive its suintieience. The
Stone itself is perfect; but the base metals afeaole and dead that they cannot apprehend trediealgand
spiritual perfection of the Tincture, except thrbube more congenial medium of gold, refined arséuthrough
Antimony. In the same way, our heavenly King, JeShsst, has, through His obedience to His Fatheiilsonce
for all delivered us from sin and impurity, and reads sons and heirs of God; nevertheless, His g&lood, the
true purple Tincture, cannot be received by usaaount of our inborn infirmity and gross sinfulsgexcept
through three media appointed by God for this psepoamely: (1), His Holy Word, which is better gnater than
earthly gold seven times refined; (2), saving faithich is a marvellous gift of God, comes throtigé Word of
God, unites the hearts of men, and is tried irfitkeof affliction; (3), unfeigned love towards Gaad our
neighbour, which is also a gift of God, the fulfémt of the law, and a perfect imitation of God'sura If we have
and possess in a proper manner these three tkivegé/ord, faith, and love, Christ can operate tighpon us with
his heavenly Tincture, and celestial Unction, midar blessed influence felt throughout our impetfeatures, and
thus, by pervading our entire being, cause us foabtakers of His own heavenly nature. But Sataat, grim
pseudo-alchymist, ever lies in wait to draw tho$®m Christ has regenerated, and made sons of Gtaitby
through baptism, and who are warring the good weyfand keeping faith and a good conscience, away the
right path - and in this attempt he and his faits&rvants, our sinful flesh, and the wicked, séigtlaovorld, are,



alas, very frequently successful (for even the fjoah falls seven times a day. Proverbs xxiv.).d%0he lay in wait
for Christ, our Lord, Master, and Guide, and softerdlis Baptism made a violent assault upon Hiontosthe
present day he spreads his crafty nets and peusisioares in the Christian Church. Our Lord h¢ énsleavoured
to delude into doubting the Word of God, and questig His Father's love, by pointing to the waninger, and
bodily affliction, that God suffered Him to endurethe wilderness. But if Christians do not yieddthis temptation,
Satan attacks them on another point, and triescace them to place a foolhardy confidence (sudh ast
warranted by God's word) in their heavenly Fathest as he strove to persuade Christ to cast Hfrdsein from
the pinnacle of the Temple, seeing that God woutdlg protect Him. If this device does not succeahd,Evil One
is not ashamed to try a third expedient: he prosnigeall the riches of this world, and the glorgrof, if we will
forsake God, become idolators, and worship Satasélf - a proposal which he actually had the hamihto make
to Christ. These Satanic machinations God, in ksriutable wisdom, permits, in order that men rhayeby be
exercised in faith, hope, patience, and true prared prepared for the agony of death which then@d will one
day have to undergo - that thus they may gainal fiictory over their hereditary foe. This victahey will gain if
they are taught by the grace of God how to encouhéDevil's deceitful and crafty wiles.

For since, as St. Paul says, we wrestle not wétshfland blood, but with principalities and powaeurish the rulers of
the darkness of this world, with the spiritual fesf wickedness in the heavenly places; we casuaatessfully
oppose our own strength to their spiritual assabliswe must, after the example of our Standaatdye Jesus
Christ, arm ourselves against our spiritual foeth wpiritual weapons, such as the Word of God,thadword of
the Spirit. We must take from the armoury of thdyHepirit the breast-plate of righteousness, angelaur loins
girt with truth, our feet shed with the preparednefthe Gospel of peace; and we must cover owgseftith the
great shield of faith, with which we shall be atdequench all the fiery darts of the wicked one:féith in Jesus
Christ is a most strong shield which no weaporhefivil Demon has power to pierce.

Again, we saw that in our chemical operation ttgulation of the fire, and a most patient and cadrefmnpering of
its heat, was of the greatest importance for tprdigestion of the substance. We also spokieedffire of the
Sages" as being one of the chief agents in our ida¢process, and said that it was an essentielepratural, and
Divine fire, that it lay hid in our substance, ahdt it was stirred into action by the influencelaid of the outward
material fire. In like manner, the true Word of Godthe Spirit of God, whom Jeremiah comparesfitealies bid
in our hearts, having been planted in our soulblatre, and only defaced and obscured by theTrais spirit must
be aided, roused into action, and fanned intoghbdame, by another outward fire, viz., the déiily of godliness,
the exercise of all the Christian virtues in go@ysland in evil, and the study of the pure Diviner®V if, indeed,
the internal light of grace, or the Spirit of Gaglto work in us, instead of being extinguished:. & an earthly
craftsman polishes iron, which in itself is colidl,it is heated by continual friction, and as anfa must go out if it is
not constantly fed with oil; so the inward firerafin, unless it is assiduously kept up, gradualbiriseto burn low,
and is at length completely extinguished. Therefoieindispensable for a Christian diligentlytear, carefully to
study, and faithfully to practice the Word of God.

Again, what we said of spiritual sight, viz., tliatnust take place not with the outward eyes ofttbdy, but with
the inward eye of the soul, is equally applicablsgiritual hearing. | speak of listening, nothe butward speech
of men, or to the Pharisaic leaven of the new 8stilvhich nowadays, alas, is substituted for theese and
unadulterated Word of God, but to the Voice of Ghhself. | speak of the thrice refined Word of G@balm
cxix.), which proceeds out of the mouth of God, &ndeclared by His Holy Spirit - which is not,thgse false
teachers presumptuously assert, a vain arid enoptyds but the Spirit, the life, and the saving poefeGod to all
that believe. Of it the Royal Seer David speakfbews: "l will hear what the Lord shall say untee." Of this
inward and Divine hearing of the Word of God, amrira kind of fountainhead, good and living faitthieh works
by love, takes its source. For it is, as St. PaysgRomans x.): "Faith comes by hearing, and hgdry the Word
of God."

Now if the Word is pure and undefiled, the heartog, may be pure and undefiled, and the faith Wwiizmes of
such hearing will also be true, and show itselfdwe and humble obedience to the will of God inyerapraise, and
thanksgiving. It will also find expression in athgd work towards our neighbour. To the exercisthisflove Christ
exhorts us in His long valedictory discourse (Jgiiir), and leaves it with us as His farewell sayitiThis is my
commandment that ye love each other, even as lalsd you." "If any one say, | know God, and lowa his
brother, he is a liar, and the truth is not in hBut he who keeps the Word of God, in him the lo¥&od is
perfected” (I. John, ii.). And again (I. John, iV(od is love, and he that abides in love abideSad, and God in
him." From these passages we learn that love ibdhd of perfection by which we are united to Chasd by
which we are in Him, He in His Father, and His [eatim Him. "If any one," says Christ, "will keep nmord, this is
he that loves me, and | will love him, and we witime to him and take up our abode with him." Agdiinye keep
my commandments, ye shall abide in my love." Big ¢hur love to God must also find expression towardr



neighbour. For "if any one love not his brother whbe has seen, how can he love God, whom he hazeant?
And this commandment we have of Him, that he the¢$ God love his brother also." The nature oflthie is
described by St. Paul (I. Corinthians xiii.) in fielowing words: "Love suffereth long, and is kirldve envieth
not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed updarever fails." Hence it appears that there isne ove which does
not show itself in works of kindness towards oulof@ men; and hence also it appears that the gamttswvhich
are acceptable to God cannot precede faith, butsaoaitgrowth and precious fruit; works do not md&ith good
and acceptable, but it is faith that gives thed kalue to works - for we are justified and obtaiarnal life by faith
alone. And if a regenerate man bear himself thusgy and humbly in all his life, he will neverdk fruit in due
season. For such a man is placed by God in thaderof affliction, and (like the hermetic compourglpurged
with the fire of suffering until the old Adam isald, and there arises a new man created after Gighteousness
and true holiness, as St. Paul says (Romans"WE:are buried with Christ by baptism into dealtattike as
Christ was raised up from the dead, even so weshlsald walk in newness of life." When this hasrbee
accomplished, and a man is no longer under therdombf sin, then there begins in him somethindagaus to
the solution of the gold added to the substaneapthemical process. The old nature is destrayisdplved,
decomposed, and, in a longer or shorter periodra, ttransmuted into something else. Such a mao veell
digested and melted in the fire of affliction th&t despairs of his own strength and looks for kel comfort to the
mercy of God alone. In this furnace of the Crossiaa, like earthly gold, attains to the true bl&aven's Head,
i.e., loses all beauty and reputation in the eyeleoworld; and that not only during forty daysarights, or forty
years, but often during his whole life, which isishoften more full of sorrow and suffering tharcofnfort and joy.
And, through this spiritual dying, his soul is takieom him, and lifted up on high; while his bodystill upon earth,
his spirit and heart are already in his eternah&idand; and all his actions have a heavenly soarw® seem no
longer to belong to this earth. For he lives ngkmaccording to the flesh, but according to thiitSpot in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but in the light aindhe day - in works that stand the test of firbis separation of
body and soul is brought about by a spiritual dyipgy as the dissolution of body and soul is penfedt in the
regenerated gold, where body and soul are sepdratecone another, and yet remain close togethtérdrsame
phial, the soul daily refreshing the body from adoand preserving it from final destruction, uatiet time: so the
decaying and half-dead bodily part of man is ndirely deserted by its soul in the furnace of thess, but is
refreshed by the spirit from above with heavenlydand fed and preserved with Divine nectar. (Rartemporal
death, which is the wages of sin, is not a reattgdaut only a natural and gentle severing of badg soul). The
indissoluble union and conjunction of the Spirit@&dd, and the soul of the Christian, are a realamding fact.
And here again we have an analogy to the (sevendsicending and descending of the soul in the adamrocess.
For the tribulations and temporal sufferings of Ggzkople have now lasted six thousand years;Winglthis
whole time, men have again and again been refresbedorted, and strengthened by the Spirit of Gadd so it is
now, and ever will be, until the great universablath and rest-day of the seventh millennium. Tthenoccasional
spiritual refreshing will cease, and everlasting\all reign, since God will be all in all.

While the digestion of the dead spiritual body iamgoes forward, there may be seen (as in the chépriocess)
many variegated colours and signs, i.e., all manheufferings, afflictions, and tribulations, inding the ceaseless
assaults of the Devil, the world, and the flesht &Lthese signs are of good omen, since they ghatwsuch a man
will at length reach the desired goal. For Scriptialls us that all that are to obtain the etebealtitude of Christ
must be persecuted in this world, and we must énterthe kingdom of heaven through much tribulatmnd
anguish. This truth is well expressed in the follogwvords of St. Augustine: "Marvel not, brothdrafter
becoming a Christian you are assailed by many tesuls-or Christ is our Head, and, as His membessywst
follow and imitate, not only Him, but His life arsdifferings. The life of Christ was closely besetwall manner of
tribulations, poverty, insult, mockery, scorn, savy and acute bodily suffering; and it is cleart ffigou would
obtain the life of Christ, you must, like Him, bewe perfect through suffering. For without thesdictibns and
tribulations we cannot come to God. A man who wariter Paradise must go through fire and watertivenédne
be Peter, to whom the keys of heaven were entrusteeaul, a chosen vessel of God, or John, to whlbthe
secrets of God were revealed. Every brother must ¢éime kingdom of heaven through much tribulation.

It should further be observed that the Antimonyhaf Sages with which the gold must be refined leeliming
added to the Elixir, or royal chemical substanaeb@fore undergoing a sudatory bath with ancieeygreaded
Saturn) is expressed by the sign [circle with cadghe top]. In the same way, a ball with a cigssn it is put into
the hands of the Lord of the Holy Roman Empire, iebg it is indicated that he, too, must experieace be tried
by the tribulations of this world, before he canpeacefully seated upon his throne. To all thiswes find an
analogy in the aforesaid School of the Cross, hadrtbulations and persecutions through whiclCallistians must
pass, and the struggle which they must wage wil-geaded Saturn, that is to say, the old AdamSatdn, before
they can enter into everlasting joy and rest.



Besides the aforesaid sorrows and afflictions,glse also in this world certain signs and manasig, great
mundane revolutions, which we must diligently cdesiand perpend. We must first hear of wars, anmbtus of
wars, various sects, plagues, and famines; fahedle things are the true forerunners and heréloisraedemption.
Then must come the general resurrection of the,daadhich those who obtain the victory through Bleod of
the Lamb (for this second regeneration is begurrandered possible by their first regeneratiorhis life) pass
into a new and unending life through the final gwdiluble union of their bodies, souls, and spiFits. by the power
and effectual working of Christ, our almighty healyeKing (to whom we are joined in a supernaturalnmer by
faith), we shall be endued with pure spiritual Headtrength, glory, and excellence. This marvedlanion of body,
soul, and spirit, this Divine glorification and dtetion of the elect, is a, consideration fraugiithweverential and
unspeakable awe (like the sight of the final chanti@ansformation); it is a sight at which the vangels will stand
rapt in inexpressible wonder; and then they wil g8 pass into the heavens to reign with Christ veith them, and
the ministering spirits, in everlasting glory, gog unspeakable, world without end.

To conclude - as, in our chemico-philosophical pes; it was possible and necessary to correctcatamy defect
or irregularity, since otherwise the whole compowmdild be corrupted and rendered useless; sogi€Histian
life, every fault must at once be carefully coregttand put away, lest it afford a loophole foraBathe world, and
the flesh, to creep in again, and to cause inaig) speak, a pernicious sublimation, or a prereatedness
(corresponding to the first and second chemicaasj, or to make us despair of God's mercy wheonomsider
our many grievous sins, or to stir up in us a spirimurmuring against the great furnace heat al'&discipline
(which two latter failings correspond to the thinad fourth chemical defects). If any of these unicate accidents
happen to our souls, they must be dissolved agétier the analogy of the chemical compound), benégnce, by
the solutory key of holy Absolution, and thus, &g as is required, be purged of sin and postidrapl defilement
by Absolution, as well as by the pure heavenly rofikhe Lord's Supper; which is the sweat of thaviealy Lamb,
and water and blood, the fountain of life - whitikg the mercurial water of the chemical processja the
unworthy and wicked, the most deadly poison, batfalrink, and a source of strength to the repéialever.
Thus he may still attain to what corresponds tdfitled coagulation and perfect chemical condensatiamely, to
the heavenly perfection of eternal beatitude. Thesemost wholesome remedies for post-baptismaf\sin
Absolution and the Lord's Supper), God in his méray ordained, and entrusted to the keeping ofritist
Beloved Church, for the healing of repentant Clastnen. Through her, we are either, by absolufioonounced
free from guilt, or, if we remain impenitent, anergist in our wicked course, we are, by excommuioing
delivered over to Satan, that by the destructiothefflesh, our souls may be saved in the dayef.tird Jesus.

EPILOGUE.
Thus, gentle and well-wishing reader, | have byiafid simply set forth to you the perfect analogdyol exists
between our earthly and chemical and the true aagdnly Stone, Jesus Christ, whereby we may attdamcertain
beatitude and perfection, not only in earthly Heban eternal life. | might have done so more dgigand
copiously; but you must know that | am neithereolbgian, nor, according to the modern fashionAastotelico-
theologian, but a simple and unsophisticated layrranthe knowledge which God has committed to Irheye
obtained, not at any learned academy, but in tietsal school of Nature, and by perusing the dpmok of God.
For this reason | have expressed my thoughts simaply not tricked them out in sesquipedalian woadss the
manner of professional theologians; nor do | prétenhave exhausted the subject; all that | haveedeto throw
out some hints for the guidance of those who wasintestigate it more carefully. In doing my bddtave also
endeavoured to do my duty; for every lover of thught is bound to praise God by revealing the kndgéeentrusted
to him. Besides all this, | desired to profess ipimy belief in the true Christian faith; sincethe present time
many devout and godly Christians are falsely repres] and decried by lying slanderers as herédtataot the
blasphemies and reckless judgment of the wickeddwaouble the true Christian, against whom they directed:
for the Devil and his servants have at all timesedtm the followers of Christ what they did to Ghilimself
Therefore | will say no more on this subject, butill leave it to be decided by the Judge of a# thorld.
As to the earthly Stone itself | must ask the readetudy diligently what has gone before in geatise as to this
subject. For as in an excellent poem a verse ie8omas repeated at least once, so on this poirtres@ccustomed
to do the same, because the reader ought notdet dis aims and thoughts to the earthly Philoszgt8tone until
he has attained a right knowledge of the CeleStiahe, and has prepared it, or, at least, has conedewith the
utmost zeal the preparations of both togethertfi@earthly Stone is a gift from God, descendingheyclemency
of the Celestial Stone. | agree with all the Sabasit would be folly to attempt the study of sojound a mystery
without a good previous knowledge of Nature anddneperties. But | also say that it is not meraf§icllt, but
quite impossible, to prepare the Philosopher'sé&without a true knowledge of Christ, the heaveltyner Stone,
in whom all Nature lives and moves, and has itadper his warning should be duly considered; andvhe would



not expose himself to the certainty of ignominifaiture, should reflect that the mastery of anyraguires
persevering exercise, and that, before settingtahusearch after the Philosopher's Stone, he prapare himself
by careful and patient study. If any neglect theaming, his failure will be the result of his owgnbrance and
mental immaturity.

But | wonder still more that there are to be fogndhe men, who not only study this Art, but evertdrpractice it,
and yet do not quite know whether it proceeds liynahand legitimate magic, or whether it is naeatll a
necromantic, or black art, which is exercised lgyitlegitimate aid of the powers of hell. No, myagbfriend. The
Devil, wicked angels, and wicked men, have no pdwethat which God suffers them to possess - attdaur
present glorious Art they positively have nothingatever to do. It is entirely in the hand of Gothovimparts it to
whom He will, and takes it away from whom He wéhd He does not suffer any votaries of pleasureyibspirits,
to partake of it. He gives it only to the puregtrand humble of heart. This excellence is neithemwn, nor
understood, by the majority of the present genematind when the sound of it strikes upon theis,eand they do
not comprehend it, they straightway call it fooliglss. On account of this their blindness, thaitspill always be
hidden from their minds, and will at length be egiti taken away from them.

Let me, however, be permitted to impress one thimghe minds of my pious and devout readers. liaisas a man
orders his life, soul, heart, and actions arighhmsight of God, in so far will he perceive thatis making good
progress in the discovery, preparation, and uskeoStone. This assertion is the result of my oers@nal
experience during many years, and it embodies Hilgetate conviction. Therefore, the best preparatio this
study is, in my judgment, a diligent amendment et and life.

| am aware that | here lay myself open to the digadhat it is possible to enumerate several mia actually
possessed this Stone, or Tincture, and with istraried base metals into gold and silver; and whaevgee not
good men, but vain, profligate, and without knovgeaf God. To this objection, | answer that fromewbesoever
these men may have obtained the Tincture, | céytagver will believe that they prepared it - i#he true and right
Tincture - themselves. The tragic end of many eséhmen, and the headlong destruction brought tingon by
their Tincture, prove but too clearly the truthvdfat | say. Moreover, all that call themselves atuofsts are not
therefore necessarily true possessors of the Skameas in other branches of knowledge, therdcaned many
different schools and sects, so all that are incéeaf this precious Tincture are called alchemisithout
necessarily deserving the name.

In this tract | have spoken of true, natural, atidrgific alchemy, which teaches us to distingutsh evil and
impure from the good and pure, and thus, to aiduakness, and correct the corruption, of Nature.nélp the
metals to arrive at maturity, just as a gardeney assist fruit, which by some accident is prevefiteth ripening,
or as a seed or grain of corn may easily be midtigby being sown in the ground. Of pseudo-alchénsither
pretend, nor care, to know anything, because lgdezdhat the ways of its teachers are crooked tlzetcthey
promise mountains of gold, without being able tdeem the least part of their pledge; | also sekthiose who
follow them incur great expense, ceaseless toil,aar often ruined in body and soul. Thereforgoif encounter
alchemists of this description, who speak boastfodltheir Art, and offer to teach it you for monéyvarn you to
be on your guard against them. For with such meretts mostly a serpent lurking in the grass (Migah

| think I may confidently assert that the cost oégmring the Tincture (apart from your own dailyim@nance, and
the fuel required) does not exceed three florims.tRe Matter, as has already been said, is fot pars, very
common, and may be everywhere obtained in abundandethe labour is easy and simple. In briefvhele
design can present no difficulty whatever to thebem God has chosen for this purpose, i.e., toethd® love
Him ; but to the wicked it is beset with insupembhpediments. In conclusion, let me tell you tfi&od in His
gracious mercy should vouchsafe to reveal to yaudpen secret, it will then become your sacred thutise it
well, and to conceal your knowledge from the uniwgrto put a seal upon your lips, and to presenlaaken
silence about it If you neglect this well-meant miag, you may bring upon yourself the anger of Gaodj
persecutions of wicked men, and be justly puniskigd temporal and eternal ruin.

"If any one seek riches by means of this sacredlétrhim be devout, and simple-hearted, silent\aiseé. He who
strives not after these virtues, will receive tippasite of that which he desires: he will be poeedy, naked and
wretched."

All this, beloved Reader, | desired to enjoin upon as a farewell admonition. | devoutly hope Bat has opened
your eyes, and that you have completely apprehengecheaning. To explain the matter more clearly apenly
than | have done, | am forbidden by my vow. | caty@sk you once more to peruse this treatise alyeind to
ask God to enlighten your understanding.



The Sophic Hydrolith (part 5)

APPENDIX.
If, after obtaining this knowledge, you give waypiade or avarice (under the pretext of economynudence),
and thus gradually turn away from God, the secikiwost certainly fade out of your mind in a manméich you
do not understand. This has actually happened tty wao would not be warned.

RECAPITULATORY LINES.
"If you will follow my teaching, and if you are adout Christian man, you may take the substancehave
before indicated, and, by following the directidrigave given, you may possess all the riches oftgle world."
To this end - if you are worthy - may God in Hismyevouchsafe you His blessing. This prayer | offprfor you
from the bottom of my heart.

PRAYER

Almighty, everlasting God, Father of heavenly lightm Whom proceed all good and perfect gifts:pray Thee,
of Thine infinite mercy, to reveal to us Thine e@rwisdom, which is evermore about Thy throne, laypavhich all
things were created and made, and are still godesind preserved: send it down to us from heavehfram the
throne of Thy glory, that it may be with us, andriwwith us, seeing that it is the teacher of alivenly and secret
arts, and knows and understands all things. lastdbmpany us in all our works, that by Thy Spirit may attain a
true understanding and certain knowledge of thes&td Art, and of the marvellous Stone of the Sagish Thou
art wont to reveal only to Thine elect, and hastoealed from the world. And so further us with Magdom, that
we may begin, continue, and complete this work editrany error, and enjoy its fruits for ever wittegt joy -
through the Heavenly and Eternal Foundation anch&dBtone, Jesus Christ, Who with Thee and the Bpisit
liveth and reigneth, ever One God, world withoutl.eAimen.

"And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land whicé svare to give unto their fathers; and theredailet aught of
any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto thesk of Israel; all came to pass" (Joshua xxi, 4.3-4
"Ascribe the Glory unto God Alone!" (Deuteronomyxiix3.)

AMEN.

EPIGRAM.
"It is an easy matter to prepare gold in the fuenat of metals: at times there is found a manhHomthe secret is
revealed. Why is not every alchemist rich? Thearas that one thing is wanting which many seekaitxious
care. Common gold is not fixed, and, when brouglhé test of fire, quickly disappears and perisBes he who
knows the tired gold, which at all times remains $ame, and from which nothing is lost, he is th&spssor of the



true Art, and may be called a good and practicgb%ld Chemist."
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ANOTHER EPIGRAM.
Theology without alchemy is like a noble body witihds right hand. This is graphically shewn andibited in the
picture before us. First look at the helmet andttveewings, which signify the love of the Art. Thegar us onward
to Sophia (Wisdom), who is bright like Phoebus. Bedy is naked because she is ardently loved. Sloweéd
because she has at her disposal the riches ofttble wworld. He that gazes upon her beauteous fanmat refrain
himself from loving her, goddess as she is. AltHothds love is, as it were, hidden, yet it is camst and that is
indicated by the mask. Her heart is sincere, hedsvare modest, righteousness upholds her stepss fiee from
malice and guile. Her valiant appearance shewsstimts of an open mind. Yet she seems to be dttia: that is
because the base world hates her, and with fiemcelence tries to cast her down to the ground.eBatmore she
bravely rises on high though ambition moves her &bt is beloved by God and man. Though mockexy lier for
a garment, as is shewn by the noisy cymbals, yetahes nothing for it, but cleaves all the moitnfally to
wisdom; to it she lifts her eyes, to it she dirduts steps. For she knows that it is the only salgation, and
therefore she occupies herself with it by day apdight. She is not anxious for worldly praise, does she heed
the hatred and injustice of men, or care for tbpinion too little or too much. Much suffering atrdbulation are
inflicted upon her by this wicked world, yet sheabsit with a valiant heart and holds it in disddinr she
possesses the treasure which gives her all thategiees, and avarice dwells not in her thoughtsit ih which the
world delights, she accounts as the dirt beneatlfiele¢, since fortune is a wheel, and its revohsdiare swift.
Therefore she delights to tread the path of tharnsl, leaving the world, she finds rest in thentm Then her
righteous soul will soar aloft to heaven, and fgust reward there shall be given unto her a diadestars. After
her death, her praise and glory shall wax brighhéworld, like unto the glorious splendour of ua ; nor will it
ever pale, but become more intense as the yeaameelvand her name shall shine like a bright stagfermore.

UNTO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY.
AMEN.



The Remonstration of Nature

The Remonstration of Nature, made to the erring aleemists,
and complaining of the sophists and other false tehers.

Set forth by John A. Mehung.

Nature speaks.
Good heavens, how deeply | am often saddened iagsthe human race, which God created perfect,isnon
image, and appointed to be the lords of the edgpart so far away from me! | allude more partidylto you, O
stolid philosophaster, who presume to style yofiesgkactical chemist, a good philosopher, andayetentirely
destitute of all knowledge of me, of the true Matsnd of the whole Art which you profess! For, bleh you break
vials, and consume coals, only to soften your bstilhmore with the vapours. You also digest alwalf, orpiment,
and atrament; you melt metals, build small andddtgnaces, and use many vessels: neverthelesssica of your
folly, and you suffocate me with your sulphurousokm With most intense heat you seek to fix youckgilver,
which is the vulgar volatile substance, and not thé of which | make metals; therefore you effeathing. For you
do not follow my guidance, or strive to imitate mmgthods, rather mistaking my whole artifice. Youubdo
better to mind your own business, than to dissahet distill so many absurd substances, and thpagse them
through alembics, cucurbites, stills, and pelic&ysthis method you will never succeed in congeptinicksilver.
For the revivification you use a reverberatory,fmad make it so hot as to render everything ligeithus do you
finish your work, and in the end ruin yourself astiers. You will never discover anything unless fiogt enter my
workshop, where, in the inmost bowels of the ebddaselessly forge metals: there you may findsthestance
which | use, and discover the method of my work.
Do not suppose that | will reveal my secret to yoless you first find the growing seed of all met@esembling
that of the animals and vegetables). | presertkedrbosom of the earth both that which is usedHfeir generation,
and that with which they are nourished up.
Metals Exist, vegetables Live and Grow, and anirkalksl, which is more than merely to grow. | makeaise
stones, and the atramental substances out of tefenents, which | mix and compound in a certady.\Mlrhese
elements you must seek in the heart of the eamthnawhere else. Vegetables contain their own sewtlimage; in
like manner, animals are propagated, and by the saeans do generate their own likeness. Everythiogeeds by
the laws laid down for it. Only you, wicked man, avtny to usurp my office, have departed furthenfrme than
any other creature. Metals have no life, or prilecigf generation and growth, if they lack their opnoper seed.
The first is accomplished by the four elementsinerdays; the Moon goes through the twelve heavgiglys in
twenty-nine and a half days.
By the aforesaid laws, winter and summer relievaheagher, the elements are changed, generatioaptake in the
earth — through my working, through the working afdzand the heavens, do all things subsist, theepéhte, the
visible, and the invisible. Thus all things in heawhich are comprehended under the Moon, do ved,impart
their influence to the substance, which, like a woriongs to conceive seed. Each star influensasah
substance, and according to their peculiar nathey, produce different things. They work first iedven above,
then in the earth beneath in the elements, eadrding to its own peculiar virtue; and hence asigecies and
individual things.
You are to know that these manifold influences dbpour themselves fruitlessly upon the earthlyrasts. For
though their working is invisible, yet it is a mastrtain and real thing. The earth is surroundetidgven, and from
it obtains her best influences and substancesyBpdtere is ready to communicate its truth, ancethigh to
pervade her centre. Through this motion and heatetarise upon earth vapours, which are thedinsstances. If
the vapour is cold and moist, it sinks down agaithe earth, and is there preserved; that whichoist and warm
ascends to the clouds. That which is shut up ire#lréh | change, after a long time, into the suizstaof sulphur,
which is the active, and into quicksilver, whiclthie passive principle. The metals are anotheruréxbf this first
composition. The whole is obtained from the fo@ne¢nts, which | form into one mass. This procespéat so
often that you have no excuse for a mistake.
After the putrefaction comes the generation, wlisdbrought about by the internal incombustible widrreating
the coldness of the quicksilver, which gladly sutsno this heat because it wishes to be unitetsteulphur. All
these things, fire, air, and water, | have in dieenbic in the earth. There | digest, dissolve, smolime them,



without any hammer, tongs, file, coals, vapoug,firbath of S. Mary", or other sophisticated deanhces. For |
have my own heavenly fire which excites the elemlestcording as the matter desires to put on atdeiand
comely form. Thus | extract my quicksilver from ttwair elements, or their substance. This is alveay®mpanied
by its sulphur, which is its second self, and waitngsadually, gently, and pleasantly. Thus thedldeécomes warm,
and the dry moist and oily. But the moist is nothwut its dry substance, nor is the dry withounitsist: one is
conserved by the other in its first essence (whidhe elementary spirit of the essence, or thatgasence) from
which proceeds the generation of our child. The ffirings it forth, and nourishes it in the air, bafore that, it is
decomposed in virgin earth; then water flows f@athit flows forth from the water), which we mugtek, since it is
my first Matter, and the source of my mineral. Eontrary resists strenuously to contrary, and dotuch wise
fortify itself, lest perchance it be carried awayoperating; then does it suffer transmutation, iaredripped of its
form by the concupiscence of matter, which incetgattracts a new form.

By my wisdom | govern the first principle of motioMy hands are the eighth sphere, as my Fatheir@diamy
hammers are the seven planets, with which | foegubful things. The substance out of which | faghall my
works, and all things under heaven, | obtain fromfour elements alone. Chaos, or Hyle, is the dinbstance. This
is the Mistress that maintains the King, the Queen, the whole court. A horseman is always readiotber
bidding, and a virgin performs her office in theaotbers. The more beautiful she is, the more bedudiif | appear
in her. Know also that | have power to give thaisence to all essences, that it is | who preséem,tand mould
them into shape. Moreover, observe the three padswhich God has divided the first substanceth@ffirst and
purest part He created the Cherubin, Seraphin,akgéls, and all the other angels. Out of the seashith was
not so pure, He created the heavens and all thatdpeeto them; of the third, impure part, the elataeand their
properties. First and best of these is Fire. Rimits of no corruption, and contains the purest pathe
quintessence. After Fire, He made the subtle Aid, put into it a part (but not so large a parthaf quintessence.
Then came the visible element of Water, which lasach of the quintessence as it needs. Last obaikes the
Earth. All these (like all the rest of Nature) Heated in a moment of time. The earth is grossdamki, and though
it is fruitful, yet it contains the smallest pafttbe quintessence. At first the elements remaasethey were in their
separate spheres. So Air is really moist, but@perly tempered by Fire. Water is really warm, dlotains its
moisture from the air. The Earth is really dry, lus$ also cold; its great dryness renders it a&ifire. Fire,
however, is the first of elements which causesdiid growth by its heat.

Now all these elements influence and qualify eablem so that each in its turn is now active, nasgive. For
instance, Fire works upon air and earth. Earthésmother and nurse of all things, and sustainbailis liable to
decay under heaven. Now God has given me powestive the four elements into their quintessers;i$ that
first substance which in every element is gendsicplalified. | resolve them for my own purposeddhereby
bring about all generation. But no one will be aoleesolve me into my first substance, as heestrte resolve the
elements. For | alone can transmute the elementthair forms, and he who thinks otherwise decehiaself. For
you will never be able to assign to each substdageoper influence, or to find the correct prajmrs of the
elements which are required by that substancenieall say, can form created things, and give éotktheir peculiar
properties and substance. By my heavenly mystepesduce perfect works, which are justly calledaunies, as
may be seen in the Elixir which has such marveldtse, and is of my own forming. No art upon earém add
anything to, or improve upon, my workmanship. Eveape person must see that nothing can be acctwenlis
without a perfect knowledge of the heavenly bodiegpart from the efficacy which abides in thenthaut these
everything is error and misuse; and yet, wheneen®re man to obtain this influence, and how itohapply it to
the substance? How can he mingle the elementginright proportions? Even if a man were to spanang life in
the investigation of this secret (says AvicennaMireCord., chap. ii.), he would not get any nedceits solution.
It is entrusted to my keeping alone, and can nbedmown to any man. By my virtue and efficacy kmghe
imperfect perfect, whether it be a metal or a huiady. | mix its ingredients, and temper the foengents. |
reconcile opposites, and calm their discord.

This is the golden chain which | have linked togetbf my heavenly virtues and earthly substancascémplish
my works with such unerring accuracy that in théinmg power is strewn forth, and with so much sHilat the
wisest of men cannot attain to my perfection. Gthfthen, and behold my works, you who think yolirse skilled
a workman, and (without any knowledge of me), withur coal fires and your S. Mary's bath, strivenake gold
potable in my alembics — and know that | cannot bieaisight of your folly. Are you not ashamed, afte
considering my works, to attempt to rival them wjtsur malodorous decoctions in your coloured aridtpd vials,
and thus lose both your time and your money? | eanl@ss to conceive what you can be thinking. Haitheupon
yourself, and consider my teaching. Try to undetaghtly what | tell you, for | cannot lie. Codgir how that
most glorious metal, gold, has received its bealukiirm from heaven and its precious substance tterearth. The
generation of the precious stones, such as catjreninethysts, and diamonds, takes place in the ssmner. The



substance itself is composed of the four elemétstorm and qualities it receives through heavénfiuences,
although the capacity of being thus wrought upamslers in the element and is only brought out andied in the
course of time. All this is accomplished by my hsuatbne. | am the architect, and no one else kibavsecret of
life. For, however wise he may think himself, heesmot know how much to take of each element, @revto
obtain it, or how to mingle hostile elements sacaallay their discord, or how to bring the heayenfluences to
bear on these essences: He cannot even make iif@ado or the very basest of metal; how then shbalbe able to
make gold except by stealing my treasure? The biyjkich he desires can be accomplished by my aneal— an
art which it is impossible for man to know.

And even though we allow gold to be the most presiof metals, yet gold by itself cannot cure dissasr heal the
imperfections of other metals, or change them gatial. In the same way glass (which might otheris¢he
Philosopher's Stone) can never become so softlzs tendered malleable. Gold alone is the mosiqgus@nd the
most perfect of all the metals. But if you cannedre make lead, or the minutest grain of any metailproduce the
fruit of any herb, how hopeless must your seartdr défie art of making gold appear! Again if you slagt you wish
to produce some chemical result, even if it dotaot out to be gold, | answer that you thereby @il a fresh
proof of your folly. Can you not understand thag tecret of my innermost working must always renaadealed
book to you? What Nature does can never be suctigsshitated by any created being. Nay, if | magped out of
seven metals, and you do not understand my mellowvd can you ever hope to prepare the substancenitbalf
changes all metals into the purest gold, and isrtbst precious treasure that God has given me?a¥@toolish and
ignorant, if you do not know that this preciousithwhich you seek is, to the created mind, thetgstanystery of
Nature, and that it is compounded by heavenly arftes — and thus has power to heal and deliverfroenall
diseases, and to remove the imperfection of the begals. If, therefore, it is in itself so perfdat it has not its
like upon earth, it must surely be the workmangdiithe highest Intelligence, since no one elseesam make gold,
and certainly not produce a thing which has itdefpower of making gold. Surely, to maintain that are able to
prepare such a thing, is like saying that you caoaay ten pounds, but that you are strong endogarry a
hundred pounds. Put to heart, therefore, the topesand responsibility of your intent.

I, myself, again, receive all my wisdom, virtuedgrower from heaven, and my Matter, in its simpfesn, is the
four elements. This is the first principle and theéntessence of the elements, which | bring fostmdzluctions,
time, and circulations, by which | transmute thiefior into the more perfect, the cold and dry itlte moist and
warm; and thus | preserve stones and metals inngiral state of moisture. This is brought atimputhe
movements of the celestial bodies, for by themeteenents are ruled; by their controlling influetlike is brought
to like. The purer my substance is, the more egnelire the results produced by the heavenly infleeAnd do
you think that there in your alembic, where youdégwur earth and water, | will be induced by ydre &nd heat,
and by your white and red colour, to bend my necfaur yoke, and to do your will and pleasure? Do think
that you can move the heavens, and force themei tteir influence upon your work. Do you thinkithzat is an
organic instrument which gives forth sweet musityavhen it is touched by the musician's fingers Yake too
much upon yourself, you foolish man. Do you notwkribat the revolutions of the heavens are govebyea
mighty Mind, which, by its influence, imparts powerall things?

| beseech you to remember that all great thingsged from me, and, in the last instance, from @aod; not to
suppose that the skill of your hands can be agpesk the operation of Nature. For it is void aath, and, ape-
like, must imitate me in all things. Nor must yaippose that your distilling, dissolving, and corglag of your
substance in your vessel, or your eliciting of watet of oil, is the right way of following me. Fom it, my son.
All your mixing and dissolving of elements neveslmoduced, and never can produce, any good résulfou
wish to know the reason? Your substance cannod stemheat of the furnace for a single half-hout,ust
evaporate in smoke, or be consumed by the firetigusubstance with which work, can stand any degféeat,
without being injured. My water is dry, and doe$ mmisten what it touches; it does not evaporatéegome less,
neither is its oil consumed. So perfect are my el&s) but yours are worse than useless.

In conclusion, let me tell you that your artificiade will never impart my heavenly warmth, nor libur water, oil,
and earth supply you with any substitute for myssabce. It is the gift of God, shed upon the elésm&om
heaven, and upon one more than upon another; bytif&nown only to me, and to the Great Artist vemdrusted
me with this knowledge. One thing more let meyell, my son. If you would imitate me, you must epall out
of one simple, self-contained Matter, in one wédised vessel, and in one alembic. The substandaiosrall that
is needed for its perfect development, and mugreépared with a warmth that is always kept at #raesgentle
temperature. Let me ask you to consider the bmthdevelopment of man, my noblest work. You camnake a
human body out of any substance whatsoever. Of ethad in forming so subtle a body neither Aristotte Plato
had the remotest knowledge. | harden the boneshaenigeth, | make the flesh soft, the muscles ¢hilprain
moist, the heart, into which God has poured tlee lifarm, and fill all the veins with red blood. Aimdthe same



way, | make of one quicksilver, and of one activedersulphur, one maternal vessel, the womb of wisithe
alembic. It is true that man aids me with his bytshedding external heat into the matrix; more tiés, however,
he cannot do. He, then, that knows the true Madied, prepares it properly in a well-closed vessad, puts the
whole in an alembic, and keeps up the fire at tiopgr degree of warmth, may safely leave the cestd. Upon the
fire all depends, and much, therefore, does it belyou to see thereto. Consider, therefore, tieg fhich they call
epesin, pepsin, pepausin, and optesin, or napnetkernatural, and infranatural fire, which buros. Without the
true Matter and the proper fire, no one can attaénend of his labour. | give you the substance; yaist provide
the mere outward conditions. Take, then, a veasél,an alembic of the right kind and of the righesBe wise,
and perform the experiment in accordance with nmglaHelp me, and | will help you. | will deal witfou as you
deal with me. To my other sons, who have treatedveik have obeyed their father and mother, anaéited
themselves to my precepts, | have given a greanégvas John de Mehung, for instance, will tell .yidis
testimony is also borne out by Villanova, Rayma¥dyienus the Roman, Hermes (whom they call Fated, who
has not his like among the Sages), Geber, andtites have written about this Art, and know by eigree that it
is true.

If you, my son, wish to prepare this precious Stgoel need not put yourself to any great expeniehét you
want is leisure, and some place where you can tieuti any fear of interruption. Reduce the Matwhi¢h is one)
to powder, put it, together with its water, in allvedosed vessel, and expose it to continuous,|gdrgat, which will
then begin to operate, while the moisture favoliesdecomposition. The presence of the moisturespisithe
dryness of the quicksilver from retarding its askition. Meanwhile, you must diligently observe whao, and
remember the words of Aristotle (Meteor iii. and)jwwho says: "Study Nature, and carefully pethsebook
concerning Generation and Corruption.” You must a¢sd the book concerning heaven and the worlhionh
you will find indicated the beautiful and pure starge. If you neglect this study, you will fail. @ris subject
consult Albertus Magnus, De Mineralibus. But if yayes are opened by such studies, you will disctheesecret
of the growth of minerals, viz., that they areptbduced from the elements.

First learn to know me, before you call yourselfdtéa. Follow me, that am the mother of all thingsated, which
have one essence, and which can neither growgeoeive a living soul, without the heavenly and edatary
influences. When you have learned by perseverimdydb understand the virtues of the heavenly mdresir
potent operations, and the passive condition oétéments, and its reason — if you further knowrtteglia of
transmutation, the cause of generation, nutritma decay, and the essence and substance of thentéée— you
are already acquainted with the Art, notwithstagdhmt a most subtle mind is still needed for tinelyang of my
operations. But if you do not possess part at leftttis knowledge, you will be fortunate indeegdfu succeed in
discovering my secret. It is a secret that is meatcdoy those that are wise in their own conceits y those that
humbly and patiently listen to my teaching Therefaf you desire to own this treasure, which haanbiae reward
of the truly wise in all ages, you must do as |yadi. For my treasure has such virtue and potdmtythe like of it
is to be found neither in heaven nor upon eartholds an intermediate position between MercurythedVietal
which | take for the purpose of extracting frorbytyour art and my knowledge that most preciousmess. It is
pure and potable gold, and its radical principladsve humidity. Moreover, it is the universal Nigde described
by Solomon (Eccles. xxxviii.); the same also isstakrom the earth, and honoured by the wise. Gadikaigned it
a place among my mysteries, and reveals it to #ge§ although many who call themselves learnethdoof
Theology and Philosophy, hold it in ignorant conpeérm- as Alchemy is also despised by the doctors edikine,
because they do not know me, and are ignorantadfithich they profess to teach. They must be iigafitly
furnished with brains, or they would not directitHeolish scorn against the panacea which rendiisther
medicines unnecessary. Happy is the man, even lthoaidpe sinking under the weight of years, whogs &od
prolongs until he has come to the knowledge ofgbizret! For (as Geber says) many to whom this\gift
imparted late in life, have, nevertheless, beerestied and delighted by it in extreme old age.

He that has this secret possesses all good thimhgraat riches. One ounce of it will ensure to bioth wealth and
health. It is the only source of strength and ratioa, and far excels the golden tincture. It & ¢ixir and water of
life, which includes all other things. In my treasare concealed quicksilver, sulphur, incombustibil, white,
indestructible, and fusible salt. | tell you, friynkhat you will never be able to accomplish itegaration without
me, just as | can do nothing without your help. Bybu understand my teaching, and cooperate mighyou can
accomplish the whole thing in a short time.

Have done with the charlatans, and their foolishings; have done with all their various alembiasd phials; have
done with their excrements of horses, and all Hréety of their coal-fires, since all these thimgs of no use
whatever. Do not perplex yourself with metals, threo things of a like nature: rather change thenelds into a
mutable form. For this is the most excellent sutsteof the Sages, and is rejected only by thegholis substance
is like, but its essence unlike, that of gold. Bante the elements and you will have what you seghklime that



which is the lowest, and make that which is thénagg, the lowest. Take quicksilver which is mixeithvits active
sulphur; put it into a well-closed vial, and onerabic, plunge one-third of it into the earth, kimdhe fire of the
Sages, and watch it well so that there may be rakenThe rest you may leave to me. | ask you taalmore, but
only bid you follow my unerring guidance.

The Answer of the Chemist,

In which he confesses his errors, asks pardorh@mt and returns thanks to Nature.

Dearest Mother Nature, who, next to the angelgharmost perfect of all God's creatures, | thdugetfor thy
kindly instruction. | acknowledge and confess thaitu art the Mother and Empress of the great wonklje for the
little world of man's mind. Thou movest the bodid®ve, and transmutest the elements below. Atittdirtg of thy
Lord thou dost accomplish both small things andgr@nd renewest, by ceaseless decay and genethédace of
the earth and of the heavens. | confess that rpttan live without a soul, and that all that exastsl is endued with
being flows forth from thee by virtue of the powbkat God has given to thee. All matter is ruledhmse, and the
elements are under thy governance. From them #iast the first substance, and from the heavensdbst obtain
the form. That substance is formless and void itrisImodified and individualized by thee. Firkbti givest it a
substantial, and then an individual form. In thgarwisdom thou dost cunningly mould all thy wotlkough the
heavenly influences, so that no mortal hand casrlyttlestroy them. Under thy hands God has puhadgs that are
necessary to man, and through thee, He has dittdad into four kingdoms, namely, those that havadend
essence, like the metals and stones; those thatdsence and growth, like the vegetables; thasdnéve feeling
and sensation, like the beasts, birds, and fiShHesse are the first three classes; in the fouptetised God to place
only the noblest and most perfect of His works, elgrrman, to whom He also gave a rational and inahsoul.
This soul is obscured by the defilement which foitedvay into the body through the senses, andfdsuhe grace
and mercy of God, would have become involved icd@isdemnation. Hence the chief perfection of marots
derived from thee, nor dost thou impart to us aunanity. Nevertheless, the material part of mahéswork of thy
hands alone.

And, surely, our bodies are cunningly and wondégrfolade, and, in every part of them, bear witheshe
masterly skill of the workman. How marvellous dne tises of our various members! How wonderful tthatsoul
can move them and set them to work at will! Buasabftener still the body is master of the sont #orces it to do
many things which pure reason condemns. If we denshe matter from this point of view, it seemgtasgigh thou
hadst begun well, and yet thy work had, aftertatihed out an abortion. Wert thou wanting in wisgdom
knowledge; or couldst thou not do otherwise? Parderif | speak too presumptuously about thy wisdbamly
desire to be rightly and truly informed. For, indeeven now thy stern rebuke has made many thiegs  me. |
have spent my whole life in attending to thy less@nd the more closely | have listened, the miaarky have |
understood my mistakes and the depth of thy wisddomv, whether |1 lie, or stand, or walk, | can thiofknothing
but thy great mystery. And yet | am unable to coreghat substance and form | must take for it. 'Halst
sternly rebuke me for not following thy way; bubthknowest that, if | do not obey thee, it is obgcause | do not
know what thou wouldst have me do. | shall nevealtle to attain any satisfactory result in this, Ariless thou
wilt enlighten my blindness. Thou hast rightly s#idt it is not for man to know the mystery of thgrking: how
then can | be guided to this knowledge, unless thittitake me by the hand? Thou sayest that | rfalktw thee;
and | am willing to do so. But tell me what | mdst, and what books | must study for that purpodeh®books
which | have read, one says, "Do this," and themt'No, do that"; and they are full of uninteilite expressions
and of dark parables. At last | see that | caneatrl anything from them. Therefore | take refugenwhee, and
instantly beseech thee to advise and to tell methoset about this difficult task. On my knees plare thee to
show me the way by which | can penetrate into deet parts of the earth, and by what subtle procassto
obtain the perfect mercury of the metals. And yaduibt whether any man, even after obtaining théscory, can
really make gold. That is thy work, and not the kvof man; as thy words and my own experience mestrky
shew.

We see that the cold and moist mercury needs 8istasce of its sulphur, which is its seed aftekind, or its
homogeneous sperm, out of which the metal or Staungt be produced. But thou sayest only: Take tbhpegr
substance, the proper vessel, the proper minbeaproper place, and the proper fire; then formguo and life will
grow and spring forth from thence. Thou art thehitexct; thou knowest the glorious properties of Mketter. The
active principle can do nothing unless there bassipe principle prepared to receive its influefideou knowest
how to mix the warm and the cold, the dry and tleésinby reconciling hostile elements, thou cametipce new
substances and forms. For | did indeed understhtithathou didst tell me, but am unable to expriéso well as
thou. This thou hast firmly impressed on my midttthe Elixir is composed by the reconciling anatumal
transmutation of the four elements. But what masuiicient for such a task? For who knows howleagn have
its essence in common with air, or how it can bengjed into moisture which is contrary to its naeurer humidity



will not leave a cold and humid element, not evedar the influence of fire. This, too, is the wafkiNature, that it
becomes black, and white, and red. These thre@levisblours correspond to the three elements, eadter, and
fire, and are pervaded by the air.

Then, again, thou sayest that the Stone is pregdrede thing, of one substance, in one vessefatle(elements)
composing one essence in which is one agent wiaghmb and completes the work; man, thou sayest, dee
nothing but add a little heat, and leave the @#y wisdom. For all that is needed is alreadytaimed in the
substance, in perfection, beginning, middle, ardl as the whole man, the whole animal, the wholedr is
contained each in its proper seed. Now, in the lmusead the human specific-substance is also indjudeflesh,
blood, hair, &c.; and thus every seed containthallpeculiar properties of its species. In the whabrld men
spring from human seed, plants from plants, anirfrate animals. Now | know that when once the seeghiclosed
in the female vessel, no further trouble or worlany kind is required — everything is brought tofeetion by thy
gradual and silent working. And the generationhef $tone, thou sayest, is performed in a similarmaa Only one
substance is required, which contains within ita@lf water, and fire — in short, everything thahéeded for the
completion of this work. No further handling of akind is necessary, and a gentle fire is sufficterouse the
internal warmth, just as an infant in the wombherished by natural heat. The only thing in whicinnmust aid
thee, is, by preparing the substance, removintpallis superfluous, enclosing this simple earthictvis combined
with its water, in a vessel, and subjecting ithe &action of gentle heat in a suitable alembics Tthiou sayest, is all
that needs to be done by man; when all has begaige for thee, thou dost begin thy part of thekwdhou
dissolvest the substance, and makest the dry wakbeny thou sublimest it, and bearest it upward the air, and
thus, without any further aid, bringest that tofpetion which can itself impart perfection to afiperfect things.
Therefore, thou, Nature, art the first mother, sitttou dost cunningly combine the four elements amt essence by
a process of which none but thou has any knowletiges far have | understood thee, and do not gig@gpair, if it
be pleasing unto God and to thee, of seeing thgtgesvard with my own eyes.

But at present | earnestly desire to know but dinggt and that is, how can that substance be addifaimhat are its
qualities, and what its powers to impart perfectmimperfect things

| am well aware that gold is the most precioushefinetals; but | cannot see that it has any capathecoming
more potent than it already is. For whatever maw dwawith it, it will never be able to perfect ahirtg but itself. If
any one told me to dissolve it and extract froftsiguicksilver, | should regard that as a venyligfodirection; for
nothing can be got out of gold but what is in ihe§e philosophasters betray their ignorance bygdiiat they can
reduce gold to its first substance; but thy indtarchas made it clear to me that the first sultsgarannot be
obtained, except by destroying the specific progef a thing, nor can any new species be brafogtit by such a
destruction, unless the species be first universdlinto the genus. Moreover, | make bold to affina no man can
first resolve gold into its generic substance, toah restore it again; for when it has once Iassjitecific properties,
no mere human skill can change it back into whatis before. Nor can any one really reduce gottedirst form
imparted to it by the elements. For gold is notsrauted either by heat or by cold, and is so peirfieits kind that
fire only renders it purer. It does not admit ofdnrther development, and therefore no other nmtajuicksilver
can be obtained from it.

It is true that plants and animals are constamtbgpcing their like by means of their seed, and tbepacity of
organic nutrition. But | do not see how the same lza said of metals, seeing that at the expiraifany given
period they still retain the same size and weighitivthey had at the beginning. Through thee teegive their
being out of the elements without any sowing, pfaytor development of any kind. Moreover, | kndwattno

credit is to be attached to the fanciful notionshaf old Sages who would prepare our Stone oucofide metallic
substance, and do not understand that the forns@pstance of a thing are conditioned by its esslemtiture. Now,
| remember a certain juggling charlatan, who wakéal upon as a great philosopher, telling me timbnly true
material was common quicksilver, which must be wagled with gold, since in such an union the breught the
other to perfection. If | did this, continued thiapostor, | should be able to prepare the Elixrst-however, the
four elements must be separated from each othan, #iter each had been purified, they must beitexirthe great
being combined with the small, and the subtile wlir gross. This, he said, was the right way ofingathe Stone.
But | know that all this is sheer nonsense, antighah men are only deceiving themselves and others

| am also aware that only God can produce anytbingf the elements. He alone knows how to mingk a
combine them in their due proportions. For He alisrtbe Creator and Author of all good things, #rete is
nothing in the world that He has not made. Theeeftat the charlatans cease their vain-gloriols tald remember
that they can never hope to gather where they ¢amvg let them make an end of their false calodmast
sublimations, distillations, by which they extréog spirit in a vaporous form, and of their jugglicoagulations and
congelations, by which they pretend, even amongniliated, to be able rightly to separate the elata of gold and
quicksilver. It is certainly true that all thingader heaven are composed of the four elementanaret! of them



according to the due proportion of their genus sgmeties; but it is not simply the union of the felements, but
their being combined in a certain way, which cdostis the substance of the Philosophical Stone.

| also understand that in the red quicksilver aadget body, which is called the Sun, the four edata are
combined in a peculiar way, and so inseparablyainagl, that no mere human art can divide themal@ncient
and true Sages say that fire and air are enclosedrth and water, and contend so violently witthezther that
none but God and Nature can loosen their grapgimgrace. This | can truly affirm and also prover We can
neither see the fire nor grasp the air; and if @amgy says that the several elements can be sesraheémpostor,
seeing that they are inseparably and inextricabhjained. For, although the Sophists pretend, amfidently
affirm, that they can divide gold and quicksilvetd the four elements, yet for all that they speakthe truth. If
two elements, fire and air, were thus taken awkyha rest must vanish into nothing. They may gt those two
are retained, but they are, nevertheless, dengebtyant as to what becomes of them; for air ardd@mnot be seen
or perceived. Again, that extract which they ciaé find air renders humid, which is not the propeither of fire or
of air.

Moreover, as thou hast said, even the most legboetbr cannot know the proportion of each elemearariy given
substance. For God has entrusted this knowledtieetoalone. Nor is any Sage wise enough to betalnéngle
and put together the elements so as to producaatnyal object. If then he dissolves anything itdelements,
how, | pray thee, is he to put them together agamany abiding form, since he is ignorant of th@bportionate
guantity and quality, and of the method of theimpmsition? Yet it is of no use to separate thernhef/ cannot be
put together again. To thee, O Nature, we mustishthis task, since thou knowest the art of priegahe
Philosopher's Stone, and of combining the elemsitb®ut first separating them. Nevertheless, fer pheparation
of the true Elixir, thou needest the aid of a vasd truly learned man. Aristotle says: "Where thgsicist ends,
there the physician begins." Nor can we attaimuie tlchemy, until we begin to follow Nature, ande guided by
a knowledge of her principles. Where the study lsha&my is rightly carried on, it is mightily advaett by Nature.
But, for all that, we must not suppose that evertyral substance must be useful to the alchemistmdyst
remember that Alchemy has a threefold aim: Ficstjuicken and perfect the metal, and so to digesipirit that
none of it is lost; secondly, so to digest and lieatsubstance in a small phial that (without théitton of anything
else) the body and spirit are changed into one.riingling of the elements is performed, not byahtst, but by
thee. Thirdly, it (alchemy) proves that the proaaisgreparing the Stone does not include any séparaf the four
elements (of the quicksilver and the Sun, whictei¢ed red and glorious gold). To believe that sadeparation
must take place is a great mistake, and contrattietfundamental principles of philosophy.

Again, it is an undoubted fact, that every elemgnsabstance is fed by the elements themselvehelf, that
which now forms one object is dissolved, the obgcsuch is destroyed, the bond which held theegl&stogether
being violently broken, and each returning to fhat which it was first taken. A father that begeatson must not
be destroyed for that purpose; it suffices thatgbeerating spirit shall go forth with the seedj ae conceived by
the female seed, and cherished with its warmthh @ugenerating spirit has power to beget an irdattie same
species, as Avicenna says. Now, it is the samemith gold, which is the true master of the Phibtscal Stone.
For the father is the active principle, and musth@destroyed, or resolved into its elementsjthstsufficient for
the paternal Sun (gold) to breathe its virtue anehgth through the mother into the son. When tbéher (who is
of the earth) brings forth, the son is seen to hhgdather's substance.

Thus, | have learnt from thee, O Nature, that Afofiés a true science, and that the deep red gdiathws called
Sun, is the true father of the Stone or Elixirpfravhich this great and precious treasure proceslish heats,
digests, and cunningly tinges (without the leastidution or corruption) the other principle of thgild, and thus
brings forth so glorious a son. It is worse thaeless, therefore, to meddle with the compositioripseparate the
elements, which Nature has so skillfully combinedhie quicksilver, and in the perfect body of tioédg All we
have to do is to imitate Nature, and use the insnts with which she combines the elements, andhdtie uses
in moulding minerals, and in giving its form to theicksilver. If we act otherwise, we destroy thgriss, and sever
the golden chain which thou hast forged. Never®lere must, as Aristotle says, transmute the elentieat we
may obtain the object of our search.

Thus thou hast wisely led me into thy way, and Bastvn me the utter folly of my own doings. UntedH render
the most heartfelt thanks for that thou hast dedigane from my own ignorance, and from the disgeatkruin to
which all my endless alembics quicksilvers, aquates, dissolutions, excrements of horses, andfeal must at
length have brought me.

In future, | will read thy book more diligently, drmbey thee more implicitly. For this is the sur@stl safest way
that a man can go, because the Art is entirelizyrhands, although, by reason of its gigantic @isrprogress must
necessarily be slow. Therefore, | will lose no mimee, and first begin to think about the substatioe active
principle of which shall yield me most potent qusitker. That | will enclose in a clean, air-tightial, and under it |



will place an alembic; thereupon thou wilt wait mphine office. From the bottom of my heart | omoere render
unto thee the debt of unspeakable gratitude, fatrttrou hast deigned to visit me, and to bestowupe so
precious an inheritance. In token of my gratituaeéll now do thy bidding, and let it be my ceasslasm to attain
to this most glorious Tincture of the Elements]ifegassured that with the help of the thrice geeat good God, |
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Or,
An Useful, Good, And Helpful Tract,
Pointing Out The Path Of Truth.
1677.

The Only True Way

Beloved friend and brother, under the name ofdglisious Art there is to be found much false teaghwhich is put
forward by pseudo-alchemists, whose writings atéing but imposture and deceit, and are yet higstgemed by
people of the simpler sort. These charlatans intlugie dupes to waste much money and time on thathacan
profit them nothing; for unless a thing be well begit can never be brought to a good end. Yet mmst, who,
nowadays, have devoted themselves to this exaited ehemistry, are pursuing a wrong course, aeddaceivers
or deceived. The deceivers are conscious of theirignorance, and try to veil it under an obscuré allegorical
style. The less they really know, the more pompmathe more unintelligible do their speculatioesdime. But
the reader, who is puzzled by their perplexingestyday at least comfort himself with the assurahaehe knows
as much about the matter as the authors. Thataams®imust serve for a kind of clue to the endkdsgrinth of their
false sublimations, calcinations, distillationslusions, coagulations, putrefactions, and corrupgidNevertheless,
we may almost every (lay see foolish persons spiegid whole substance on those absurd experimeeitsg
induced to do so by the aforesaid pseudo-alchemisis impose on them with a false process, andffanc
perversions of Nature.

With these useless and unnecessary experimentsigh@lchemists will have nothing to do. They fellahe
method pursued by Nature in the veins of the eartlich is very simple, and includes no solutiongygfactions,
coagulations, or anything of the kind Can Natunethie heart of the earth, where the metals do graweceive
increase, have anything corresponding to all tipsseido-alchemistical instruments alembics, retontsylatory
and sublimatory phials, fires, and other materisiigh as cobbler's wax, salt, arsenic mercuryhsuj@and so forth?
Can all these things really be necessary for tbevtr and increase of the metals? It is surpridiag &ny one not
entirely bereft of his senses can spend many yedhe study of alchemy, and yet never get beybindé foolish
and frivolous solutions, coagulations, putrefactiadistillations, while Nature is so simple andaptssticated in
her methods. Surely every true Artist must looknufias elaborate tissue of baseless operatiortseanéerest folly,
and can only wonder that the eyes of those siljediare not at last opened, that they may see Bmmétesides
such absurd sophisms, and read something besioles $hupid and deceitful books. It seems that &neyso
entangled in their sophisms that they can nevairatb the freedom of true philosophy.

But let me tell you that so long as you love l@sd turn away from rational philosophy, you wilvee find the
right way. | can speak from bitter experience. Fooo, toiled for many years in accordance withsth sophistic
methods, and endeavoured to reach the covetedgaalblimation, distillation, calcination, circulan, and so
forth, and to fashion the Stone out of substanaeb as urine, salt, atrament, alum, etc. | haes thiard to evolve it
out of hairs, wine, eggs, bones, and all mannéedbs; out of arsenic, mercury, and sulphur, ahthalminerals
and metals. | have striven to elicit it by meanagda fortis and alkali. | have spent nights angsda dissolving,
coagulating, amalgamating, and precipitating. Yei all these things | derived neither profit noy.jl had hoped
much from the quintessence, but it disappointedikeaethe rest.

Therefore, beloved brother, let me warn you to haothing to do with sublimations of sulphur and cuy, or the
solution of bodies, or the coagulation of spiritswith all the innumerable alembics, which betldiprofit unto
veritable art. So long as you do not seek thedssence of Nature, your labours will be doomeaitarke-
therefore, if you desire success, you must oncalfeenounce your allegiance to all those old rodth) and enlist



under the standards of that method which proceedsict obedience to the teaching of Nature -hiors the
method which Nature herself pursues in the bowktseearth. For you see that Nature uses onlysabstance in
her work of developing and perfecting the metatsl that this substance includes everything theggsired. Now,
this substance appears to call for no specialrresat, except that of digestion by gentle heat, wihnust be
continued until it has reached its highest possielgree of development. For this simple heatinggss the
cunning sophists have substituted solutions, cagiguis, calcinations, putrefactions, sublimaticarg] other
fantastical operations - which are only differeatrres for the same thing; and thereby they havdpteit a
thousand-fold the difficulties of this undertakiramd given rise to the popular notion that it im@st arduous,
hazardous, and ruinously expensive enterprise.thbishave simply done out of jealousy and maticgut others
off the right track, and to involve them in poveatyd ruin. But they will find it difficult to justy their conduct
before God, who has commanded us to love our neigitas ourselves. For out of sheer malice theg hendered
the road of truth impassable, and perplexed a simgtural process with such an elaborate tissag@mfmstantial
nomenclature, as to make the amelioration of thealmappear a hopelessly difficult task. For wiyibel heat, you
also putrefy, or decompose, as you may see byh@eges which a grain of wheat undergoes in theingrainder
the influence of the rain and of the sun; you krbat it must first decay before new life can spriogh. It is this
process which they have denominated putrefactidrsatution. Again when you heat, you also subliarg] to this
coction they have applied the terms sublimation mogtiplication, that the simple man might err mesesily. In
like manner coagulation takes place in heatingthHey say that coagulation takes place when huynislithanged
into the nature of fire, so as to be able to rehistaction of fire, without evaporating, or beownsumed. And
heating also includes that which they call "cirtigia," or conjunction, or the union of fire with ves to prevent
complete combustion. Thus you see that that wiiielr have called by so many names is really butsonple
process. The substance, whicloig, they have described under a similar variety ofdlppions, to prevent men
from finding that which, by the grace of God, canvide for them so many precious blessings. Irfitilséplace
they call it "our mercury," by which they mean riathbut moisture, which begins to unite itself witte fire, and
therefore may be compared to mercury. Again, theythe expression, "our sulphur," whereby they nmexdiing
but the fire itself, which lies hid beneath the evabr humidity, and is heated by the water tdithest degree.
Then, again, they call it Hyle, or the First Subst because all things are first generated owttdr and fire.
Other names, such as Arsenic, Orpiment, Bismughnat used by the Sages at all, but only by centgiorant
charlatans, of whom we need not take any furthéceoLet us follow the guidance of Nature: shd wilt lead us
astray.

If you let this be your motto, you will surely bbla to call to mind the first substance, out of ethall metallic
substances are generated. But before we consideyuéstion, it will much behove you to understamg the Sun,
Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, are medald what is their origin. Besides finding an ansteehis
guestion, you must also bear in mind that all @@ahings are divided into three kingdoms, vize, @éimimal, the
vegetable, and the mineral. To the first belongjtg things that have flesh and blood; to thea®l all herbs,
plants, and trees; to the third all metals, stoaed,everything that cannot be burned.

But, though divided into three classes, yet aligsi O my brother, may be traced back to one confPnimtiple,
from which they derive their generation, or bify. different varieties of heat this first substamé&ansmuted in
various ways, and assumes different specific fo@iwe, then, Nature is so simple, | advise yolweanore to have
done with all those foolish sublimations, coagulasi, and putrefactions, and the ridiculous old wliv@bles which
are even now believed by many, and simply to foldature, and her unsophisticated methods: themvadhtake
you by the hand, and guide you to the true substdfmr the only method of correcting or ameliorgtiature,
consists in the natural heating of essences. Nas/HEssence, my friend, is the principal thingwdnch depends
the whole matter. This simple truth, the vulgarchef alchemists seem quite unable to understarmtttars go on
toiling day by day with substances which have mahd do with the matter. They might as well sowrh@r wood,
or stones, and expect a golden harvest of cornsifthandmoon cannot be made out of all substances, but only out
of the natural Essence out of which all thingsfarened, being afterwards differentiated into divenbstances by
different varieties of heat. Thus the special quaf every individual thing is to be referred tetdegree of its
coction. If, therefore, we wish to exercise thestArt of Alchemy, we must imitate the method by efhNature
does her work in the bowels of the earth.

The ancients have named many colours in connexitintiais process, such as black, white, citrind, green, and
so forth. All this is simply intended to lead yostray from the right road, and to keep you in igmme. Those
ancient writers were constantly at the greatestgia obscure their style with such a perplexingeta of
allegorical expressions as to render it imposditnehe ordinary reader to understand their meaning
Therefore, | would again and again exhort you adidlieve them when they tell you that you mustehawvtake a
black substance, or that the substance turns bilddte, and red in the course of the chemical pgsc&he black



colour was suggested to them by the fact thatubstance or essence at first mingles with a bmillmaterial fire,
by which a liquid is separated from the essendhérform of a certain black fume. This black furhe &ncients
called the Black Raven, and the essence they deatexi the Raven's Head. This separation you shanédully
observe. From it the ancients learned that theraéipa of natural substances is nothing but a ahtiefect of the
heating process. This, again, suggested to therotigderation that those essences that had bemnfently
heated by Nature, might be aided in a natural mamyperdinary fire, and that thus the essences lware still
combustible, and their liquids (which the ancigéntadiously called mercury) being black when theg aeparated
from the essence, might be perfected by art, am@ssences guarded against combustion by theid lignd the
liquid rendered incapable of being separated fitoeneissence. This the ancients called "our sulpFor.after this
preparation the essence is no longer vegetablgimag but by the perfection of its heating it tecome a mineral
essence, and is therefore called sulphur; the essemothing but adementary fire, and its liquid, which is
guarded against combustion, is telementary air, and, because air is naturally warm and mitigt,called mercury
by those jealous ancients. Air contains in itdedf hature of fire, and elementary fire, again, amst within itself
the nature of air: thus, by the union of their coonnelements, a true amalgamation of the two caa pédce. Such
are the material fire and water which we see. Thesterial elements are nothing but an aid to teerees of the
elements by which they can be naturally reducetigdiighest degree (of perfection?). This gradatidhe only
true Alchemy, and there is none beside. The psalat®emy of our modern charlatans is mere wasteovfay and
time.

It would be a great mistake for you to suppose ybatcan derive any real knowledge from the wriiog the
Sages. They show you only the outside, and conlceahternal Essence. To you they offer the husilsthe finest
of the wheat they keep for themselves. They shawayaray which they do not dream of treading. | adwiou,
therefore, in future, to give them a wide berthyou will only enrich the apothecaries while youmde yourself
and your family into the deepest poverty; nay,gasdtof gaining the universal panacea, you will @ottthe most
dangerous diseases from constantly moving in anshere black with sulphurous and mercurial smakd,fetid
with the stench of bismuth and all manner of salts.

It is truly amazing that none of the seekers after great treasure, though willing to submit t¢ amount of labour
and hardship for its sake, seem capable of perzeitie lesson which constant failure is strivingnpress upon
them. What, | pray you, have those thousands @igpes; who have tried the solutions, coagulationsgfactions,
amalgamations, and circulations, gained by thein&ing toil? What good result have they producéd their
waters, solutions of metals, blood, hair, eggsksiigar, and all manner of herbs? Let me beseachoyprofit by
their heart-breaking experience, and to have ddtteeverything but true Alchemy, which teaches that
substance is brought to perfection, and attaingxladation of elementary fire, by its own lightdaiquid- by which
also imperfect metals are ameliorated, becausedteanentary fire was not properly digested byidfsid. And for
the same reason the elementary fire cannot reriwaithe liquid is separated from that elementary by the heat of
the ordinary fire, and evaporates in the form ofta&emoke. The elementary fire, on the other hdoés not
evaporate, but abides with its earth, and mustupeddl with it, because its protecting liquid hasished in white
smoke. This is that whiteness of which the Ancidmatge said that it comes after the black colour.tRis reason,
they are in the habit of saying that you must nmitkéack before you make it white. We begin ourgess with
blackness, and transmute the black smoke, but ttake it for our substance, and make it white. [Hteer would
be a foolish supposition and imposture. If you wdoavoid such misapprehensions, you must not attémxtudy
of this subject until you have a sound knowledgthefoperations of Nature, and more especiallhefssential
properties of the metals.

| am afraid, my Brother, that my book will causeuyfeeaviness of heart, instead of joy, because ¢gwagvay at one
fell stroke all those false sophistical notions ethhad become so dear to you. Nevertheless, yotianas for all
relinquish that idea of yours that you are profdynersed in the mysteries of this Art, and ledwese childish
absurdities to those who derive wealth and prodifthem. Among these persons, Adam de Bodensgdihahvery
distinguished place; for he wrote all manner otafled theosophical books, and boasted of hisnatiants in the
alchemistic Art, of which he was really quite igant. Yet to the present day many people believehtbgdwhose
expressions are those of a mere charlatan) haal knmewledge of true alchemy. It is true that himisense cannot
for a moment impose on the initiated; but amondadlived (as the proverb says) it is easy to win galdpinions as
a good fencer. On this account, and as Boden&e&ia more among the living, | will dismiss the sdbj for
nothing but what is favourable should be spokethefdead and of the absent. This | will say, howetbat he was
a good Sophist and a good physician; but of Alchémknew little or nothing. | should not have sdig much if |
were not really anxious to warn the unwary agaeshg dazzled by the splendour of his name, anuideent them
from being lured on by it to their own ruin.



If, then, you are a lover of the truth, you wilblfarewell to these specious absurdities, and Hertbesntrust
yourself to the guidance of Nature alone; be suaéshe will lead you onward without faltering ke tdesired goal,
even that method by which she works towards thenegs Moreover, she will demand of you neither mablour
nor any considerable outlay The whole thing is doya simple process of heating, which includesstilation and
coagulation of the bodies, and also the sublimadiath putrefaction. But some writers have substitfibe the
simple and true essence a certain other essertbewhich they have deceived the whole world, antlved many
persons in considerable losses. Whether their aivdas upright and loving will one day be decidgdte Great
Judge. It would be better not to publish such wgiti, since the false statements and groundlesgiassewith
which they swarm, plunge so many credulous persaagyrievous losses. For if there were not so maogks put
forward by ignorant writers, many thousands of passwho at the present moment are hopelessly feringlabout
in a sea of specious book-learning would have lesby the light of their own unaided intellectshe knowledge
of this precious secret; they are prevented, thesgy years, from seeing the plain truth by a vastsf printed
nonsense which commands their reverence, becaexgelohnot understand it. The Ancients did indeealkn
something about the Art; but at the present dagavevery well dispense with the cumbrous phrasgolwgler
which they (most successfully) attempted to vegirtimeaning. It can only tend to the bewildermdranest
enquirers, who are thereby thrown off the true sagmless indeed they should come to be instrugyddiing
Masters.

I myself may not speak out as plainly as | wouddt,Ifam silenced by the vow which binds all the reesof the
Art, the curse that lights on those who violateghered seal of Nature's secrets, and the maledicfiall the
philosophers. Therefore, | must exhort you agathagmain to trust your own observations rather thanwritings of
others, and to let the Book of Nature be the meabidired volume of your library. Observe her methods only in
the production of metals, but in the procreatiothef fruits of the earth, and their constant groaritl development,
in the winter and summer, in the spring and autumgrrain and sunshine. If you had a sound knowlexddé¢ature's
methods in producing the bud and the flower, antdp@ning the green fruit, you would be able toysmir hand to
the germs which Nature provides in the bowels efdarth, and to educe from them (or their subsjahe¢ which
you so much desire. Forgive me then, my Brotherséounceremoniously overthrowing all your old leetiand
dearly cherished convictions. My excuse must belthave done it for your own good, as you wouldeptvise
never learn the true secret of transmuting meYals. may believe and trust me, for | can have naceomble
motive for filling the world with fresh lies of wbh, God knows, it is already full enough, throukib &gency of the
aforesaid deceivers and their willing dupes, wherdieing lured on by those false books to the dbsdl their
worldly goods, have not suffered their eyes to pened by their losses, and seem unable to find wasji out of
that gigantic labyrinth of falsehood. Nay, they daven taken upon themselves to write books, asfeak as if
they were perfect masters of the Art, and had ddriyreat advantage from it, though in reality thaye been
brought so low as to be able to afford nothingrhigerable decoctions. They dissolved until theiolgtfortune had
undergone a process of dissolution; they sublinmi all their gold and silver had evaporated; tipeyrefied until
their clothes decayed upon their bodies; and thadireed until all their wood and coal were consurteedshes, and
they themselves were reduced to wallet and staff.

This is the prize which they have won with all thieduble. Let their ruin be a warning to you, msogher. For their
alchemy instead of imparting health, is followedg®nury and disease; instead of transmuting cappzgold, it
changes gold into copper and brass. Consider alsaiany ignorant persons, such as cobblers, tatbarskrupt
merchants, and tavern keepers, pretend to a knge/lefithis Art, and, after a few years' unsuccessfu
experimenting in the laboratory, call themselve=atjdoctors, announce in boastful and sesquipedalieuage
their power to cure many diseases, and promise tamsof gold. Those promises are empty wind, aed t
medicines rank poison, with which they fill the cbluyards, and for the impudent abuse of which Gibidowe day
visit them with heavy punishment. But | will leathee magistrates and the jailers to deal with tsgadling
charlatans. | speak of them only to put you on yguard. If so many persons write on the subje&lcfiemy, who
know nothing whatever about the nature and gemerati metals, it becomes all the more necessarydorto be
careful what books you read, and how much you belie

For | tell you truly that so long as you have nal@nd fundamental knowledge of the nature of te¢af, you
cannot make much progress in the true Art of Alcheon understand the natural transmutation of med¥bu must
grasp the meaning of every direction before youparit into effect. Always mistrust that which ydo not
understand (i.e., in studying this art). Thereraemy false ways, but there can be only one thatiés and indicates
a process which does not require many hands, oh habour. For this reason, beloved friend and Brgtilou must
work hard by day and by night to obtain a thorokgbwledge of the metals, and of their essentialneafThen you
will be able to understand the requirements ofattheY ou will know without being told what is theie substance
and the true method. You will see the utter usekess of your former labour, and you will be amaaegour



former blindness. Study the nature of metals arctftuses of their generation, for they derive thigith from the
same source as all other created things.

For as by a heating process the infant is develapdte mother's womb out of the father's seed,aanithe chicken
is brought forth out of the egg by the natural imetion of the hen, so the metals, too, are devedlapa certain way
out of a certain substance. Yet | do not say, nottar, that mercury and sulphur are the first saryst of metals.
Those juggling deceivers have told you so; buh@neins of the earth, where the metals grow,@rad neither
mercury nor sulphur. Therefore, when they speadutfhur, you must understand them to allude to efeany fire,
and by mercury you must understand the liquid. $in@lar lying spirit they have called fire (elentary) "our Sun,"
and the liquid "our Moon," or the elementary fioak and the elementary liquid spirit, because eletary
substances are invisible. The soul is invisible,fand the spirit invisible moisture: the outwasdential fire and
water they have called ' bodies,' because theyisitde and palpable. Nay, they try to make youdwe that these
are metallic bodies, and that you must dissolventtigut do not let them deceive you. Be on your duagyainst
their dishonest tricks, and cunning devices, bycWhhey set you to experiment with metallic bodiglsen they
really mean the metallic essence.

They point out to you various materials and suliannotwithstanding that there is only one truestance, and
one true method. Be sure that their solutions, aladigns, sublimations, calcinations, and putrédenrs, do not
represent the method of Nature in the heart o#réh, where the metals grow. For pious Nature babts the
elementary fire which is thereby ameliorated amddithrough its liquid; which latter she also ches\doy various
degrees of heat, into all the various objects whimtmpose the three natural kingdoms-and althoughinis
differentiated into bodies so different as vegetabanimals, and minerals, yet they have all caigirsprung from
one common substance, all have one root, whicltioients denominated the first Matter or Hyle. Bus really
nothing but hidden elementary fire, with its liquighich the Ancients called the root liquid, radic®isture, or
humid radical, because it is the root of all crddténgs.

This liquid, with its fire, is differentiated intine various kinds of natural bodies, by the varidegrees of heat, or
‘coction," which take place in them. One thing renperfectly heated in its elementary fire throughiquid, than
another. The vegetable nature is that in whictctiation is least perfect. Therefore its esseneasdy burned, and
its liquid easily separated from its elementarg,fisy common fire.

The coction of th@nimal is almost as imperfect as that of the vegetalbstance: for its essence is easily burned.
The coction of thenineral substances is the most perfect of all, becaudeem the metallic liquid is more closely
united (by coction) to its elementary fire. Hencetafs are better able to resist common fire tharvdgetable and
animal substances. When a metal is placed in tagifidoes not burn with a bright flame like wodak; the liquid

of wood is not so completely joined (by coction)t®essence, as the liquid of metals is to itemss. The union of
the liguid with the essence is not metallic, bujetable, for which reason the latter is consumet avblack
smoke, when, by a higher degree of coction, thetedde has been transmuted into a metallic essiémzelonger
gives out a black smoke in common fire, but a whiteoke, as you may see when imperfect metals dtedrie the
fire. That is why the Ancients said that you mursttfmake the substance black before you makeitewie., it
must first give out a black smoke before it gives @ white. Again they say: You must first maketite before
you make it red. To make red is to make perfeaabse gold and silver have been rendered perfemdiion,
their essence being fully united to their liquiddachanged into pure fire.

Do not then suffer yourself to be thrown off yowagd by the obscure phraseology of the Ancientgouf
thoroughly study the simple fundamental naturehefrhetals, you will know what their enigmatic exgsiens
mean, and will not, like some moderns, concludenftbeir writings that you must take a certain sabsé and
dissolve it until it turns black., then again puréind calcine it till the blackness disappearsighdgins to turn
white; and after that, once more increase theafire calcine and toil until the substance turns &eath an
interpretation of the language of the Ancients ealy suggest itself to persons entirely ignoranthef nature of
metallic substances; indeed, the Ancients wroth&gdid solely in order to hide their real meariirggn all but the
close students of Nature. To this end they wethérconstant habit of employing the terms "merc¢uand
"sulphur." And although the metallic essence istthe substance which, by natural coction, mustised from the
lowest to the highest stage of development, atmbagth the meaning of the Ancients is intelligibf@egh to the
initiated, yet the ignorant can gather from thaitguage no more than the fact that the substansebmudaken from
the metals. But where are they to obtain it, and ace they to bring it to perfection?

The metallic essence can not be separated froimgierfect metals without being injured; for if i Iseparated with
fire the liquid must evaporate, and the essencth (i@ earth) be consumed. Nor will you be abledparate the
essence of the imperfect metals by means of aqtig, farsenic, aqua vita-, or alkali, without injug the essence
and its liquid by the foreign moisture: for the aiét nature can bear no foreign substance, aadyifforeign
moisture combines with the metallic liquid, it lssés proper quality and is entirely corrupted. Thetallic essence



of the perfect metals you cannot obtain in a seépdcam; for their liquid and elementary fire arelded together
by so perfect a process of coction, and so clageited with their earth, that neither fire nor watan avail to
separate them, seeing that the fire has no powartbem, and no foreign moisture can combine witlgorrupt,
the liquid of perfect metals. All your labour wilk in vain: the coction has done its work so wedktyou will never
be able to undo it.

Hence, the Ancients said that there was no sulphamything but in the metals, and hence also taded the
metallic liquid quicksilver. But names do not altacts: the fact is that the elementary fire messb united to its
elementary liquid by natural coction that they braedndivisible. For the liquid protects the firea@mst combustion,
so that both remain fixed and unchanged in comrirenThis perfected substance the Ancients haveoa#éd
Elixir, or fire which has undergone a process afge coction: for that which before was crude aam is
"cooked," or digested by the process of coctiorat®ement which, by its imperfection, causes lastals to be
broken up and disintegrated by fire, has been thdeand perfected by natural heat.

For this reason you must not grudge the labour kvttie proper performance of this heating processadels,
seeing that it includes purification, sublimatidissolution, and all the other chemical processesnerated by the
ancient alchemists. All these you may safely disrfiem your mind, as they can cause you nothingrouble,
loss, and waste of time. My purpose in writing tiaighful admonition is to caution you again ancizgo beware
of those pitfalls with which the contemptuous obiggwof the Ancients has so plentifully beset tlatpof the
ingenuous enquirer. | also desired to suggest tiatlye truesubstance, and the one trueethod and have throughout
endeavoured to express myself in a style as foaa &llegorical obscurity as possible. | have rechilou from your
wanderings in the pathless wilderness, and putirydloe right way. Now you must beseech Almighty Godjive
you the real philosophical temper, and to open yyess to the facts of nature. Thus alone you wilable to reach
the coveted goal.

The Glory of the World (part 1)

The Glory Of The World;
Or,

Table Of Paradise;

A True Account Of The Ancient Science Which Adam Learned
From God Himself; Which Noah, Abraham, And Solomon
Held As One Of The Greatest Gifts Of God; Which
Also All Sages, At All Times, Preferred To The
Wealth Of The Whole World, Regarded As
The Chief Treasure Of The Whole
World, And Bequeathed Only To
Good Men;

Namely

The Science Of The Philosopher's Stone.

2 PET. ii., 5:
"For this they willingly, through their wickednesge ignorant or, that through the Word of Godhbavens were
of old, and the earth standing out of the wated, iarthe water."
The Glory Of The World,
Or,
Table Of Paradise:
A most precious book, containing art, the like d¢fieh is not to be found upon earth; shewing théhtooncerning
the true Philosophy, and the most noble medicing,paiceless Tincture, together with divers othedugble Arts,
and the instruments required for them.

Now, in the name of God, the Almighty Creator amdserver of this World, | venture to shew forth théden
mysteries of Nature, which God has planted therd,deigns to reveal to men, that they may see hawetiously



things are created, and how wonderfully all clagge®atural objects are brought forth: for a testay to all
believing Christian men, and for a comfort to dlliected and troubled hearts -- seeing that alhtfs created perish
and are decomposed only to be renewed again, tauliplied, animated, and perfected after theirdkiRor nothing
that is created, or born, is at rests but dailyaugdes increase or multiplication on the part ofurg until it
becomes that which is created and ordained toéd&dhsure of all mankind.

Therefore, beseech God to give you such wisdonuaddrstanding as will enable you to understandAHisand
to bring it, by His blessing, to a good issue fas bwn glory, and the good of your neighbour.

If then you would obtain this knowledge at the hah&God, you must confess yourself a miserableesirsnd
implore His blessing, which alone can enable yoreteive His Gift worthily, and to bear in mind tivée has
bestowed it upon you out of pure mercy, and thgtpitde or presumptuous insolence on your part ikt
certainly entail its loss, in addition to His wra#ind eternal condemnation. You must resolve tinttégs blessed
and divine work in the name of God, for the serw€all good Christians, and the building up of faith; to be a
good athlete in the war against unbelievers; tmgha company of wicked men; never to open yourtimagainst
the righteous; but to bestow your bounty upon #edy in order that after this life you may recdive crown of
eternal joy and beatitude. For this treasure, wticbove all other earthly treasures, is grargeurh alone who
approves himself humble, honest, gentle, and faithf far as the weakness of human nature allangskeeps the
laws of God through God's bounty and blessing,\almal is not likely to mistake the true nature of tfi, or to
abuse it against his own eternal welfare. It isgifieof the Holy Spirit, the loving bounty of trgreat God, which
comes down from the Father of light. He who madigissArt, must have asked and obtained wisdomaxf,Gince
he has not only gold, silver, and all the richethaf world, but also perfect health, length of sleand, what is
better still, the comfort toe be derived from asmaing type of the bitter passion and death ofLoud and Saviour
Jesus Christ, His descent into hell, His gloriond most holy Resurrection on the third day, andvitisory and
triumph over sin, death, Devil, and hell -- a vigtthat must carry joy and comfort to all that hale breath of life.
Let me now shew you how wonderfully the human anthd natures of Jesus Christ were united and gbine
together in one Person. The soul and body of CanidtHis divine nature were so inseparably joimegther that
they cannot be severed throughout all eternity.aiéxeless Christ had to die, and His soul had teelparated from
His body, and once more joined to it on the thiag,dhat His body might be glorified, and rendeasdubtle as His
soul and spirit. For He had received His body efsbbstance of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, andeflore it had
to be perfected by temporary separation from Hig aod Spirit. Nevertheless, His divinity remaingdted in one
essence with the body and soul of Christ -- it wik the body in the tomb, and with His soul in &dise.

The body of Christ had to be separated from it$ isoorder that it might receive the same power glody. But
now, Christ having been dead, and His soul havitegvaards been reunited to His body, they are hientte
inseparably conjoined into one subtle essencedidise omnipotence which He received from His Fathdich
governs all things in heaven and earth, and islggperfect from all eternity, is now one Persoriwihe Christ
Jesus, who suffered, died, rose again, and ascémmeldeaven, in endless power, glory, majesty htignd
honour.

Therefore, O sinful man, render thanks to AlmigBtyd for the grace and fatherly loving kindness shewou;
and rest assured that you may obtain the glorifinawhich was given to Christ. For Christ rosetfttgat he might
open up for you a way unto His heavenly Fathereltkm, you too must be crucified to this world bamy
hardships, tribulations, and anxieties. But that geay understand the glorification of the body, @adenewal to
eternal life, you should dilligently consider Goftiitherly love and mercy towards fallen man. Beamind that all
things that come down from Him are good and pedéts. Take care, therefore, lest you foully abtieegifts
bestowed upon you freely, without any merit of youm, to the destruction of your soul; rather leyyaur actions
shew that you love and fear God, and then eveiyuiato which you set your hand will prosper, arahirbeginning
to end you will pursue the work successfully angbjesly. Commit your care to God, trust His wordd &eep His
holy commandments: then God will be with you inthihgs, will bless your toil, and in His fatheftye forefend
all loss and harm. Your art will then afford youdrcomfort, yield you al] you need, refresh youaall your
hardships, supply you with the means of relievimg tecessities of others, and constantly keep dgfmur eyes a
living type of your own glorious resurrection, amitthat of all Christian believers -- whereby weshexchange
this earthly and mortal life for endless joy and thory of eternal and incorruptible beatitude.

Let me then tell you, who would be a true lovetha$ Art, that it was first delivered by God to Adan Paradise.
For it is a true revelation of many secrets andtariess. It shews you the vanity of your body angair life in this
world; but it also solaces you with the hope of e salvation. It suggests to you the reflectiwat if God has
infused such wonderful virtues into mere inanimegtural objects, surely we, who are so much bditar they,
must be reserved for some high and glorious dedtingseech you, therefore, to acquit yourself lyigeall that
you do -- not to be in haste, -- but to reveal thistery to no mortal man, unless he be a lovéhisfArt and of a



godly, sincere, and merciful temper. Such was thetjre of the ancient Sages to whom this wisdoms neaealed
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. You must@lsonfess that this Art is real, for the sake osthwho will not
believe that Jesus Christ proceeded from His Altyigteavenly Father, and was also born of a pumgnvir
Moreover, you must ask God to enlighten you bydifteof His Holy Spirit, to sharpen your understargl to open
your eyes, and to grant you a profound insight thad unfathomable wisdom which lies hid in our,Amd which
no Sage has ever been able to express in his ggitior there are many secrets in Nature whichithpossible for
our unaided human reason to apprehend. If youvfotity directions and suffer yourself to be guidedtiy grace of
God, then the work which you undertake for the gloirGod, and for the good of your neighbour, \uéive a joyful
issue. Feed the hungry; give drink to the thirstgthe the naked; comfort the afflicted; visit iek and the
prisoners: and you shall have what you desire.

Robert Valens Rugl.

"A spirit is within, which by deliberate skill"
"you must separate from the body. Simply"
"disjoin the material part from the vapour. You "
"should then add the cold water of the spring."
"With this you should unweariedly sprinkle both."
"You will then have the true Elixir of all this "
"Art."
Exhortation and Information
to all the lovers of this Art, in which they caresas in a mirror, all the fundamental and essker@tuirements
thereof; whether it is possible or not to arrivéhet true Art, and concerning the same.
I would warn all and sundry, but especially you, bejoved disciples, in clear and impressive languégbe on
your guard against all fantastical teaching, anlisten to the truthful information which | shalbw proceed to give
you.
In the first place, you must give a wide berthhe false Alchemy of the vulgar herd. | have experéal this so
much that | am loath to recommend any to underiag&evork, since this Art is so well hidden thatmortal on
earth can discover it unless Sol and Luna megbufgive diligent heed to my warning you may attaira
knowledge thereof, but if you do not, you will neegproach any nearer to it. Know also that themeniy one
thing in the whole world that enters into the cosifion of the Stone, and that, therefore, all cdatippn, and
admixture, of different ingredients, would shew yolbe on a wrong scent altogether. If you couldgre all the
different operations of our art, yet all your dissog, coagulating, decomposing, distilling, augrtieg, albefying,
&c., would be useless, without a true knowledgewfMatter. For our Art is good and precious, ram eny one
become a partaker of it, unless it be revealednobly God, or unless he be taught by a skilled ktadt is a
treasure such as the whole world cannot buy. Dothetefore, my sons, spend your toil until youknehat that is
on which you are to operate. For even if you knesvrtght Matter, your information would be uselesyou
without a knowledge of the method of preparin@fie Stone in its final and effective form is nobi® found
anywhere in the whole world, either in the heawasve, or in the earth beneath; nor in any metalimanything
that grows, nor yet even in gold or silver. It mostprepared, i.e., developed, into its final foyet; for all that, it
cannot, strictly speaking, be made better than Gedted it, nor can the Tincture be prepared oiit tife ' Tincture
' must be added to it, and therefore has nothimdptaith our main object, since it is a differeiny altogether. If it
were in any metal, we should surely have to loaktfm the Sun or Moon; yet the Moon cannot comtisior it
would long since have become the Sun. Neitheriisritercury, or in any sulphur, or salt, or in herbr anything of
that nature, as you shall see hereafter. Now wiecatiiclude our exhortation, and proceed to deschibéArt itself.
There follow some Methods of Recognising our Stone.
l.

Know that our Stone is one, and that it is justiled a Stone. For it is a Stone, and could bearame so
characteristic, as that of the Stone of the Sagefsit is not any one of our existing stones, lyalerives its
appellation from its similarity to them. For ouin8e is so prepared as to be composed of the fearegits. On this
account it has been called by different names,amsdmes different forms, although it is one tharg] its like is
not found upon earth. It is a Stony, and not aesiarthe sense of having the nature of any oneesibis fire, yet it
has not the appearance, or properties, of fiig;dtr, yet neither has it the appearance, or ptigse of air; it is
water, but has no resemblance, or affinity, tortatire of water. It is earth, though it has notrthture, or
appearance, of earth, seeing that it is a thinigsieyf.

Another way of Knowing our Precious Stone.
1.



An ancient philosopher says: Our Stone is calledsticred rock, and is divided, or signified, inrfaays. Firstly,
into earth; secondly, into its accretion; thirdhlyto fire; and fourthly, into the flame of fire. #iny one knows the
method of dissolving it, of extracting its saltdaof perfectly coagulating it, he is initiated hetmysteries of the
Sages. Therefore if the salt turn white, and assamgily appearance, then it tinges. There areetbtages in our

Art. Firstly, the transmutation of the whole thiimgo one salt; secondly, the rendering of thredlsuindies
intangible; thirdly, the repetition of the wholelsiion of the whole thing. If you understand thist your hand to
the work. For the Matter is only one thing, and ldowemain one thing, though a hundred thousand $bakl been
written about it, because this Art is so greaeagure that the whole world would not be a sufficeampensation
for it. It is described in obscure terms, yet ogeammed by all, and known to all. But if all knets secret, no one
would work, and it would lose its value. On thigagnt it would be impious to describe it in univahg intelligible
language. He to whom God will reveal it, may untird these dark expressions. But because most oneotd
understand them, they are inclined to regard otiaé&iimpossible, and the Sages are branded asdvic&a and
swindlers. Learned doctors, who thus speak of axge fit before their eyes every day, but they doumoterstand it,
because they never attend to it And then, forsdb#y, deny the possibility of finding the Stoner mdll any one
ever be able to convince them of the reality of Ay so long as they blindly follow their own beamd inclination.
In short, they are too wise to discern it, sindeahscends the range of the human intellect, amst be humbly
received at the hand of God.
Yet another Way of Knowing our Blessed Stone.

The philosopher, Morienus, calls our Stone, watad he had good reasons for the name. O watettef taste,
that preservest the elements! O glorious natueg,dhercomest Nature herself! O thou that resernblasire,
which dissolvest her tractable nature, that exalNasure -- that art crowned with light, and presst in thyself the
four elements, out of which the quintessence iseh@tiou art for the simple, seeing that thou arsthsimple in thy
operation. Having conceived by a natural procéssy bringest forth vapour, and art a good mothkeouTheedest
no outward help; nature preserves nature, andtiseparated from nature by the operation of nafne.thing is

easy to find, the knowledge is easy, altogetheilifamyet it is as a miracle to many. Thy solutisrgreat glory,
and all thy lovers are named above. Thou art & greanum and to the many thou appearest impossible
Explanation.

Know, my son, that our Stone is such that it camaegtquately be described in writing. For it isanst and
becomes water through evaporation; yet it is noestand it by a chemical process it receives. anydbrm it is at
first like any other liquid water, being a thinifly yet its nature is not like that of any othernteraupon earth. There
is only one spring in all the world from which thigter may be obtained. That spring is in Judasdjsacalled, the

Spring of the Saviour, or of beatitude. By the grat God its situation was revealed to the Sageéssues in a
secret place, and its waters flow over all the dditlis familiar to all, yet none knows the priplg, reason, or way

to find the spring, or discover the way to Jud&a.whoever does not know the right spring will aeattain to a

knowledge of our Art. For this reason, that Sagghtivell exclaim, "O water of a harsh and bittestéd' For, in

truth, the spring is difficult to find; but he whkmows it may reach it easily, without any expettaeour, or trouble.
The water is, of its own nature, harsh and biterthat no one can partake of it; and, becauseottlittle use to the
majority of markind the Sage doth also exclaim W&ter, that art lightly esteemed by the vulgar, wbaot
perceive thy great virtues, in thee lie, as it wéid the four elements. Thou hast power to dissawd conserve,
and join nature, such as is possessed by no dtimgy upon earth.” If you would know the propertesl
appearance of this Stone, know that its appeararaueous, and that the water is first changedargtone, then
the stone into water, and the water at lengthtimtoMedicine. If you know the Stone without the hwoet of its
preparation, your knowledge can be of no more as®t than if you knew the right method withoutrizgi
acquainted with the true Matter. Therefore our tseare filled with gratitude to God for both kinofsknowledge.
Concerning the Treasure in the Tincture.

For let me tell you that when you have the rectftine] you have something that all the treasurgbefvorld will
not buy. For it transmutes all metals into truedgalind is therefore much better than the preparatisghe Sun. As a
medicine it excels all other gold; all diseases fmaygured by drinking one drop of the tincture iglass of wine;
and it has power to work many other marvels whiehcannot here mention at length. If you wish tgpre the
tincture for the Moon, take five half-ounces of tkd tincture, and mix it well with five hundredlfiaunces of the
Moon, which have been subjected to the actionref then melt it, and the whole will be changed ithite Tincture
and the Medicine. Of this take half an ounce, aekt it into five hundred half-ounces of Venusaol other metal,
and it will be transmuted into pure silver. Of tieel tincture, which you have diligently preparexket one part to a
thousand parts of gold, and the whole will be cleghigto the red tincture. Of this, again, you nmalketone part to a

thousand parts of Venus, or any other metal, andlibe changed into pure gold. For this purposa yeed not



buy any gold or silver. The first injection you carake with about a drachm of both; and then youtrsmute
with the tincture more and, more.
You should also know that in our Art we distingutslo things -- the body and the spirit: the forrheing constant,
or fixed, while the other is volatile. These twoshbe changed, the one into the other: the body baeome water,
and the water body. Then again the body becomesy Watits own internal operation, and the two, ilee dry and
the liquid, must once more be joined together imaeparable union. This conjunction could not talexe if the
two had not been obtained from one thing; for adiab union is possible only between things of $hene nature.
Of this kind is the union which takes place in éut; for the constituent parts of the Matter arm@ul together by
the operation of nature, and not by any human hahe.substance is divided into two parts, as wé skplain
further on. For instance, the Eagle is a "watehfcl being extracted is then a body dead and §ielé it is to be
restored to life, the spirit must once more begdito it, and that in a unique fashion, as we Batit devours
gradually again the one eagle after the other. Themody loses all its grossness, and becomesnédwure; nor
can this body and soul ever die, seeing that tla@g lentered into an eternal union, such as thenwfiour bodies
and souls shall be at the last day.
Another Description of our Stone.

The Enigma of the wise (the Stone) is the SaltRodt of the whole Art, and, as it were, its Keytheut which no
one is able either to lock or unlock its secretamte. No man can understand this Art who doekmmw the Salt

and its preparation, which takes place in a corar@rspot that is both moist and warm; there theatiigion of its

liquid must be accomplished, while its substaneoeaias unimpaired. These are the words of Geber.
Explanation.

Know that the Salt of which Geber speaks has nbtigecspecific properties of salt, and yet is chbeSalt, ands a
Salt. It is black and fetid, and when chemicallggared, assumes the appearance of blood, antbiggét rendered
white, pure, and clear. It is a good and preciaals\ghich, by its own operation, is first impuredattien pure. It
dissolves and coagulates itself, or, as the Sage gdocks and unlocks itself. No Salt has thisgerty but the Salt
of the Sages. Its chemical development it may waer a moist and convenient place, where its rastas the
Sage says) may be dissolved in the Bath of Marymidans that it must be warm enough for its watdetdistilled,
yet not warmer than the excrement of horses, wisiciot fresh.

Another Description of our Stone.

Alexander the Great, King of Macedonia, in his '18swphy" has the following words: Know that thetSafire and
dryness. Fire coagulates, and its nature is hgt,ahd penetrating, even unto the inmost parpridperty is to
become white even as the Sun and the Moon witkdhations in the extremes of fire, to wit, of thatural fire,
while the Sun restores redness and the Moon wlstered brings bodies to their spiritual conditithe same
time that it removes their blackness and bad sulphith it bodies are calcined: it is the secrettaf red and white
tincture, the foundation and root of all thingsgdhe best of all created things after the raticoal of man. For no
Stone in the whole world has a greater efficacy,aam any child of this earth find the Art withdhts Stone.
Blessed be God in heaven, who hath created thisy/A&alt for the transmutation of all things, segthat it is the
quintessence which is above all things, and ithallgs. God Most High has not only from Heaven $déescreatures
in this fashion, but praise, excellence, power, &istlom are to be recognised as existing in this Ha who can
dissolve and coagulate it, is well acquainted whiharcana of this Art. Our Salt is found in a arprecious Salt,
and in all things. On this account the ancient Sagdled it the "common moon," because all men iitedfdyou
would become rich, prepare this Salt till it isdered sweet No other salt is so permanent, ordesmower to fix
the "soul,” and to resist fire. The Salt of thetleds the soul; it coagulates all things, is in thielst of the earth when
the earth is destroyed; nor is there anything eretiirth like its tincture. It is called Rebis (T#RAg), is a Stone,
Salt, one body, and, to the majority of mankingila and a despised thing. Yet it purifies andoe=s$ bodies,
represents the Key of our whole Art, and all thiags summed up in it. Only its entering in is sbtkuthat few
perceive it: yet if it enter a body, it tinges itcabrings it to perfection. What then should yosiceof God but this

Salt and the ingression thereof?
If a man lived a hundred thousand years, he coev@msufficiently marvel at the wonderful mannewinich this
noble treasure is obtained from ashes, and agdirtee to ashes. In the ashes is Salt, and thethmeshes are
burnt, the more ashes it affords; notice also, titett proceeds from fire, and returns to fire, ahjjcoceeds from
[the] earth. All must confess that in the Salt éhare two salts that kill mercury. This is a masffpund saying. For
sulphur, and the radical liquid, are generatedaimheof a most subtle nature, and thus is prepdwe&hilosopher's
Stone, which causes all things, even as the plpleas set forth, to arise out of one thing, andrmateare, without
the addition of any foreign substance. Our Mattesrie of the commonest things upon earth, and icenaathin
itself the four elements. It is, indeed, nothingrslof marvellous that so many seek so ordinatyiregt and yet are
unable to find it. We might put down many otherretederistics of this Salt, but | prefer to leave thrther



elaboration of this subject to the reader, andttdine myself to a more detailed account of itstéentrance, and

life, of the mode of opening the garden, and catglai glimpse of the glorious roses, of the way liclv they

multiply, and bear fruit a thousand-fold; also hgou may cause the dead body to reappear, andraidesl again
to immortal life, by the power of which it may bkelato enter imperfect bodies, purify them, anahihem to
perfection, and to a state of immutable permanence.

I now propose to speak of the Stone under threecéspriz., as the vegetable, the animal, and thenal Stone;

and among these again, of the one which contaosetfour elements that impart life to all. Plade tme substance

in an airtight alembic, and treat it accordinghe precepts of our Art, which we shall set forthiitfar on. Then the
sowing in the field can take place, and you obthéMineral Stone, and the Green Lion that imb&@such of its
own spirit. Then life returns to its spirit througte alembic, and the dead body lies at the bottbtihe vessel. In
the latter there are still two elements which fhe ¢annot sever -- for sooner [than that] the asire burned in the
fire itself, and the Salt thereby becomes strongke. earth must be calcined until it turns whikesrt the earth is
severed of its own accord, and is united to its earth. For every thing strives to be joined tdiks. Give it the
cold and humid element to drink, and leave it stag@ight days, that the two may be well mixed. Youst see
yourself what is best to be done after this: foamnot give you any further information at pres&uotn and Moon
must have intercourse, like that of a man and worotrerwise the object of our Art cannot be attdin®l other
teaching is false and erroneous. Think upon thitséSahe true foundation of our Art; for its worthitweighs all the
treasures of this world. Itself is not developet ithe tincture, but the tincture must be addeitl tdor is the
substance of our Art found in any metal.

Another Description of the Matter and the Method

By Senior.

Natural things, according to this Sage, are thdsiemwhave been generated and produced out of aahatibstance
by a natural method. Now in its first, or lunaggs, our Stone is produced from a coagulated \ehitth, as the
Sage says: Behold our Sun in our white earth, badity which the union in our Art is effected; wiis twice

transmuted into water, and whose volatile exhatatiepresenting that which is most precious inQuwinstance, is
the highest consolation of the human body. With ttater the inward mercury of the metals must tiaeted.

Hence it follows that our Stone is obtained from glements of two luminaries (gold and silver) nigeialled our
quicksilver and incombustible oil, the soul andhtigf bodies -- which alone can afford to dead iamgkerfect
bodies eternal light and life. Therefore | pray &edeech you, my son, to crush quicksilver from@ulsstance with
intelligence and great activity.
The Purging the "Earth" of Its Superfluous Earth.

The aforesaid earth, or Matter, you must purifycalcine, so as to extract its water and spirie Ttter you must
enclose in a phial, and pour common aqua vita upiilhthe substance is covered to the heighthoéé or four
fingers; then subject it to the action of fire for hour, and diligently distil it by the bath. Whamains you must
again calcine, and extract with its water till yfiind nothing more in the "earth." The earth keeptfe second stage
of the process. The water you have extracted desit a gentle fire. Then you will find at the lwott of the
distilling vessel a certain beautiful substancemngsling a crystal stone, which is purged of altldgrgrossness, and
is called "our earth." This substance you mustelaa glass (pumpkin-shaped) distilling vessetl, @acine until it
becomes dry and white, and yet liquid withal. Tlgen have obtained the treasure of this world, wiiak virtue to
purify and perfect all earthly things: it entersoirll, it nourishes the fixed salt in all thingg Imeans of Mercury or
the body.

Another Description of our Stone.

Know, my sons, that the Stone out of which ourig\laborated, never touches the earth after itergg¢ion. If it
touch the earth, it is of no use for our purpostbpagh at its first birth it is generated by thensand Moon, and
embodies certain earthy elements. It is generatélaki earth, then broken, destroyed, and mortifiad. of it arises
a vapour which is carried with the wind into thea,send thence brought back again to the land, whahaost
immediately disappears. It must be caught in thebaffore it touches the ground; otherwise it evafes. As soon
as it is borne from the sea to the land, you mumptly seize it, and enclose it in your phial,rthmanipulate it in
the manner described. You may know its coming leywind, rain, and thunder, which accompany it; ¢fane it
should not escape you. Though it is born anew edayy yet it existed from the beginning of the woBut as soon
as it falls to the ground, it becomes uselessHemurposes of our Art.

"From our earth wells forth a fertilizing fountdin,

"whence flow two precious stones. The first"

"straightway hastens to the rising of the Sun;"

"the other makes its way to the setting thereof.”

"From them fly forth two Eagles, plunge into the"



"flames, and fall once more to the earth. Both"
"are furnished with feathers, and Sun and Moon,"
"being placed under their wings, are perfected.”
Know also that two waters flow forth from this faam; the one (which is thepirit) towards the rising Sun, and the
other,the body, towards the setting Sun. The two are really omlg wery limpid water, which is so bitter as to be
quite undrinkable. The quantity of this water isgseat that it flows over the whole earth, yet smnothing but
the knowledge of this Art. The same also is misusedften by those who desire it. Take also tive,"fand in it
you will find the Stone, and nowhere else in theletworld. It is familiar to all men, both youngdald, is found
in the country, in the village, in the town, in #iings created by God; yet it is despised byRith and poor handle
it every day. It is cast into the street by servaatds. Children play with it. Yet no one prizeglitough, next to the
human soul, it is the most beautiful and the mostipus thing upon earth, and has power to pullrdkivgs and
princes. Nevertheless, it is esteemed the viledtnaganest of earthly things. It is cast away ajetted by all.
Indeed it is the Stone which the builders of Solardisallowed. but if it be prepared in the rightywi is a pearl
without price, and, indeed, the earthly antitype&afist, the heavenly Corner Stone. As Christ wesptsed and
rejected in this world by the people of the Jews] maevertheless was more precious than. heaveeatid so it is
with our Stone among earthly things: for the spmvigere it is found is called the fount of naturer Even as
through Nature all growing things are generatethieyheat of the Sun, so also through Nature isStame born
after that it has been generated.
When you have found the water which contains oan&tyou must take nothing away from it, nor adgtlsing to
it: for it must be entirely prepared by means aft twhich it contains within itself. Then extracettvater in an
alembic, and separate the liquid from the dry. bbey will then remain alone on the glass, whilewager runs
down into the lower part. Thereupon unite the watere more to the body in the manner describedegtamd your
task will be accomplished. Know also that the watewhich is our Stone, is composed in well balahpsoportions
of the four elements. In the chemical process yitluaarn to distinguish earth, oil, and water,bardy, spirit, and
soul: the earth is at the bottom of the glass Ve8®eoil, or soul, is with the earth, and the evas the spirit which
is distilled from it. In the same way you will compon two colours, namely, white and red, représgrihe Moon
and the Sun. The oil is the fire, or the Sun, tla¢ewis air, or the Moon; and Sun and Moon aresiand gold
which must enter into union. But enough, what Iéhagid in this Epistle ought to enable you to fimel Stone, and
if herein you fail to discover it, rest assurecttihavill never become known to you. Be thou, tHere, a lover of
the Art, and commended unto God the Almighty eveto @ll eternity. Written in the year 1526 aftee thirth of our
Lord.
Thus do the Sages write concerning the two watbishwyet are only one water -- and in this
alone the Stone is to be found. Know also thatdognach as the earthly part is wanting, by also sohrdoes the
heavenly part abound more fully. Now this Stonedezs all dry and arid bodies humid, all cold bodigsm, all
impure bodies clear and pure. It contains withéelitall healing and transmuting virtue, breath#d it by the art of
the Master and the quickening spirit of fire. Thaile unto God therefore in all time.
The Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother.
If you have those two spirits, they bring forth Si@ne, which is prepared out of one part of SulpbuSun, and
four parts of Mercury, or Moon. The Sulphur is waard dry, the Mercury cold and moist. That musirapa
dissolved into water, which before was water, deditody, which before was mercury, must again becom
mercury.

Concerning the First Matter, or Seed of the Metalduding that of the Husband, and that of the %0
Metals have their own seed, like all other creditinlys. Generation and parturition take place antfas in
everything else that grows. If this were not theecave should never have had any metals. Nowgibe is a
metallic Matter which is liquefied from earth. Theed must be cast into its earth, and there gikeviHat of every
other created thing. Therefore, we must preparednth, or our first Matter, and cast into it teed, whereupon it
will bring forth fruit after its kind. This motios required for the generation out of one thing, Mhat first Matter;
the body must become [a] spirit, and the spiritypadence arises the medicine which is transmutaah bne colour
to another. Now, that which is sought in the wipiteduces white, and the red, in like manner, gieels The first
Matter is one thing, and fashioned into its preséiaipe by the hand of God, and not of man -- joingdther, and
transmuted into its [being] essence by Nature al®hes we take, dissolve, and again conjoin, anghnaith its
own water, until it becomes white, and then agaah Thus our earth, in which we now may easilyageSun and
Moon, is purified. For the Sun is the Father ofastand the Moon is their Mother: and if generatoto take
place, they must be brought together as husbanavé@dBY itself neither can produce anything, @nherefore the
red and the white must be brought together. Andghaa thousand books have been written aboulttifoyell that,
the first substance is not more than one. It isefir¢h into which we cast our grain, that is to, gay Sun and Moon,



which then bear fruit after their kind. If itselélzast into metals, it is changed into that whéchést, viz., Sun and
Moon. This is most true. Thanks be unto God.
A Simple Account of the True Art
According to the Sages, no body is dissolved witlb@ coagulation of the spirit. For as soon assigt is
transmuted into the body, [the Stone] receivepatser. So long as the spirit is volatile, and leatd evaporate, it
cannot produce any effect: when it is fixed, it igdiately begins to operate. You must thereforeameefi as the
baker prepares the bread. Take a little of theétspind add it to the body, as the baker adds lesw¢he meal, till
the whole substance is leavened. It is the santeowit spirit, or leaven. The Substance must bemamtsly
penetrated with the leaven, until it is wholly leaed. Thus the spirit purges and spiritualizebtiy, till they are
both transmuted into one. Then they transmutéalbs, into which they are injected, into their omature. The
two must be united by a gentle and continuous éiflerding the same degree of warmth as that whickva hen
hatches her eggs. It must then be placed in a &y'8MBath, which is neither too warm nor too cdlde humid
must be separated from the dry, and again joinéd Wéhen united, they change mercury into purelgoid silver
Thenceforward you will be safe from the pangs ofgrty. But take heed that you render thanks untd f8oHis
gracious gift which is hidden from many. He haseaded the secret to you that you may praise Hig hame, and
succour your needy neighbour. Therefore, takeeflidieed, lest you hide the talent committed ta gawe. Rather
put it out at interest for the glory of God, and ffood of your neighbour. For every man is bounidelp his
fellowman, and to be an instrument in the hand @l @r relieving his necessities. Of this rule H8lgripture
affords an illustration in the example of Josephbakkuk, Susanna, and others.
Here follows my Testament which | have drawn ugadar favour, my beloved Sons, with all my Heart
For your sakes, beloved students of this Art, agat Gons, | have committed to writing this my tewtat, for the
purpose of instructing, admonishing, warning, arfdriming you as to the substance, the method, itfelpto be
avoided, and the only way of understanding theing# of the Sages. For as Almighty God has crealtetlings
out of the dry and the humid elements, our Artdlwne grace, may be said to pursue a preciselilagimourse. If
therefore any man know the principle and methodreétive nature, he should have a good understguadiour
Art. If anyone be unacquainted with Nature's meshd@ will find our Art difficult, although in reiy it is as easy
as to crush malt, and brew beer. In the beginningnyaccording to the testimony of Scripture, Gadlenheaven
and earth, there was only one Matter, neither wetdny, neither earth, nor air, nor fire, nor lighor darkness, but
one single substance, resembling vapour or migisible and impalpable. It was called Hyle, or tinst Matter. If a
thing is once more to be made out of nothing, thathing” must be united, and become one thingodtiisone
thing must arise a palpable substance, out of élygaple substance one body, to which a living saust be given -
- whence through the grace of God, it obtainspgec#ic form. When God made the substance, it wgshiit held
together by moisture. If anything was to grow frtirat moisture, it had to be separated from thatkwhias dry, so
as to get the fire by itself, and the earth byifitSéhen the earth had to be sprinkled with waifesinything moist
was to grow out of it, for without moisture nothiogn grow. In the same way, nothing grows in wadrcept it
have earth wherein to strike root. It then the wit¢o bedew the earth, there must be somethithging the water
into contact with the earth; for example, the wardvents all ordinary water from flowing to the saad remaining
there. Thus one element without the aid of anatherbear no fruit; if there was nothing to setwled in motion it
would never blow -- therefore the fire has receittegl office of impelling and obliging it to do igork. This you
may see when you boil water over the fire; for theare arises a steam which is really water being nothing but
coagulated air, and air being generated from watehe heat of the Sun. For the Sun shines upowater, and
heats it until steam is seen to issue forth. Thisour becomes wind, and, on account of the largetgy of they
air, we get moisture and rain: so air is once nebi@nged or coagulated into water, or rain, andesaal things
upon earth to grow, and fills the rivers and thasse
It is the same with our Stone, which is daily geed from [the] air by the Sun and Moon, in thexf@f a certain
vapour, yea, even through the Red Sea; it flowhigea in the channel of Nature whither it behowew ring it. If
we catch it, we lop off its hands and feet, tediitsthead, and try to bring it to the red [colouf]we find anything
black in it, we throw it away with the entrails atte filth. When it has been purified, we takdiitgbs, join them
together again, whereupon our King revives, nevali¢ again, and Is so pure and subtle as to peraththard
bodies, and render them even more subtle thar. iksgbw also that when God, the Almighty, had selef in
Paradise, He shewed him these two things in theviolg words: ' Behold, Adam, here are two thingse fixed
and permanent, the other volatile: their secretigithou must not make knowndh thy sons."”
Earth, my brother, is constant, and water volatifeyou may see when anything is burnt. For thanwhich is
constant remains, while that which is volatile ewagpes. That which remains resembles ashes, aodi ipour
water on it, it becomes an alkali, the efficacyhe ashes passing into the water. If you clarigyltfe, put it into an
iron vessel, and let the moisture evaporate oviee ayou will find at the bottom the substance @hbefore was in



the lye, that is to say, the salt of the mattemfiehich the ashes were obtained. This salt might well be called
the Philosopher's Stone, from being obtained byoagss exactly similar to that which is employegieparing the
reel Stone, though at the same time it profits ingtin our work. For the substance which contaims®tone is a
lye, not indeed prepared by the hand of man framessnd water, but joined together by Nature, aiegrto the
creation and ordination of God, commingled of therfelements, possessed of all that is requiredsqrerfect
chemical development. If you take the substancéwtontains our Stone, subject it to a S. MarggBn an
alembic, and distil it, the water will run downanthe antisternium, and the salt, or earth, reraathe bottom, and
is so dry as to be without any water, seeing tbatlyave separated the moist from the dry. Pountadg small,
put it into the S. Mary's Bath, and expose it tath#l it is quite decomposed. Then give it itsterato drink, slowly,
and at long intervals, till it is clarified. Fordbagulates, dissolves, and purifies itself. Ttatilted water is the spirit
which imparts life to its body, and is the alonelgbereof. Water is wind (air), and wind is lig;nd the life is [in
the] soul. In the chemical process, you find wated oil -- but the oil always remains with the bpdgd is, as it
were, burnt blood. Then it is purified with the lyday long, continued gentle heat. But you shouladeful not to
set about this Art before you understand my insimas, which at the end of this first part are begthed to you in
the form of a Testament. For the Stone is prepaut@f nothing in the whole world, except this dalpse, which is
essentially one. He who is unacquainted therevéthrever attain the Art. It is that one thing whigmot dug up
from mines or from the caverns of the earth, likédgsilver, sulphur, salt, &c., but is found iretform which God
originally imparted to it. It is formed and manifed by an excessive thickening of air; as soon laswves its body,
it is clearly seen, but it vanishes without a trasesoon as it touches the earth, and, as ii isrrs®en again, it must
therefore be caught while it is still in the aias | told you once before. | have called it byimas hames, but the
simplest is perhaps that of "Hyle," or first pripl@ of all things. It is also denominated the Oten8 of the
Philosophers, composed of hostile elements, theeStbthe Sun. the Stone of the Metals, the runaskaxe, the
aeriform Stone, the Thirnian Stone, Magnesia, trpareal Stone, the Stone of the jewel, the Stdrleeofree, the
golden Stone, the fountain of earthly things, XesisSilex (flint), Xidar, or Radix (root), Atromr Porta (gate). By
these and many other names it is called, yetanhig one. If you would be a true Alchemist, give a wide Ibex all
other substances, turn a deaf ear to all othesadsyjiand strive to obtain a good knowledge of3tane, its
preparation, and its virtue.

My Son, esteem this my Testament very highly: foit i have, out of love and compassion towards, gnen the
reins to the warm-hearted impulse which constraiado reveal more than | ought to reveal. But Eeeb you, by
the Passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chiasttoncommunicate my Testament to ignorant, unworbin
wicked men, lest God's righteous vengeance lighhymu, and hurl you into the yawning gulf of easting
punishment, from which also may the same mercifudl Gost mercifully preserve us.

It is by no means a light thing to shew the natfrthe aforesaid Hyle. Hyle is the first Mattere tBalt of the Sages,
Azoth, the seed of all metals, which is extractednfthe body of "Magnesia" and the Moon.

Hyle is the first principle of all things -- the Mer that was from the beginning. It was neitheistyamor dry, nor
earth, nor water, nor light, nor darkness, but etuné of all these things, and this mixture is HYLE

The Glory of the World (part 2)

Here Follows The Second Part Of This Book.

In the beginning, when God Almighty had createdfost parent Adam, together with all other eartahd
heavenly bodies, He set him in Paradise, and ferbéd, under penalty of eternal death, to eat effthit of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil So long dar obeyed the Divine precept he had immortalitg, a
possessed all that he needed for perfect happiBassthen he had partaken of the forbidden frigtwas, by the
command of God, driven forth into this world, whéieeand his descendants have since that time edffething
but poverty, disease, anxiety, bitter sorrow, aedtd. If he had been obedient to the Divine injiom;the would
have lived a thousand years in Paradise in penBgmpiness, and would then have been translategbeen; and a
like happy destiny would have awaited all his desleats. For his disobedience God visited him wltmanner of
sufferings and diseases; but in His mercy also sldvim a medicine whereby the different defectaight in by
sin might be remedied, and the pangs of hungedasdse resisted, as we are, for instance, presanc
strengthened by bodily meat and drink.
It was on account of this original sin that Adamspite of his great wisdom and the many arts@wt had taught
him, could not accomplish his full thousand ye&ut if he had not known the virtues of herbs, drelMedicine,



he would certainly not have lived as long as he ditien, however, at length his Medicine would nogler avail to
sustain life, he sent his son Seth to Paradisetth the tree of life. This he obtained after aitil manner. But
Seth did seek also and was given some olives oftbe of the Oil of Mercy, which he planted on grave of his
father. From them sprang up the blessed Tree dfithe Cross, which through the atoning death of Radeemer
became to us wretched, sinful men, a most poteatdf life, in gracious fulfilment of the reques$tonir first parent
Adam. On the other hand, the suffering, diseasg jraperfection brought not only upon men, but alpon plants
and animals, by the fall of Adam, found a remedsthet precious gift of Almighty God, which is calléhe Elixir,
and Tincture, and has power to purge away the ifeapgons not only of human, but even of metallidias; which
excels all other medicines, as the brightnessettin shames the moon and the stars. By meanis ofidlst noble
Medicine many men, from the death of Adam to thetfo monarchy, procured for themselves perfecttheaid
great length of days. Hence those who had a goodlkdlge of the Medicine, attained to three hungwests,
others to four hundred, some to five hundred, Aklam; others again to nine hundred, like Methusadech Noah;
and some of their children to a longer period,dite Bacham, llrehur, Kalix, Hermes, Geber, AlbanOrtulanus,
Morienus, Alexander of Macedonia, Anaxagoras, Rythas, and many others who possessed the Meditthe o
Blessed Stone in silence, and neither used itvibparposes, nor made it known to the wicked; psiGod Himself
has in all times hidden this knowledge from theugkahe impure, and the froward. But cease to wotigg God
has put such excellent virtue into the Stone, aaglilmparted to it the power of restoring animalibsdand of
perfecting metals: for | hope to explain to you Wgole matter in the three parts of my Book, wHitlave entitled
GLORY of the WORLD. If you will accept my teachingnd follow my directions, you will be able to peothe
truth of my assertions by your own happy experiehtmav when you have attained this great resule tdee that
you do not hide your talent. Use it for the solatéhe suffering, the building of Christian schoatsd churches, and
the glory of the Holy Trinity. Otherwise God wilalt you to an eternal account for your criminal leegof His gift
May God deign to keep us from such a sin, andtbésh us in His Holy Word!

To the Reader.

If it should seem unto you a tedious matter, mgndly reader, to read through and digest my boekylse you to
cheer yourself on by bearing in mind the great ctbjeu have in view. If you do so you will find tihe@ok very
pleasant reading, and a joy indeed. Since Godaisga in all times be his Holy and Venerable Nam@i His

unspeakable mercy has made known to me the magddtéris most true and noble Art, | am moved and
constrained by brotherly love to shew you the mafi@roducing this treasure, in order that you rhayable to

avoid the ruinous trouble and expense to whichd pua in the course of a long and fruitless sedrefil

endeavour to be as clear and outspoken as podsiloigler to vindicate myself from the possible rfeaof
imposture, malice, and avarice. | am most anxibasthe gift which God has committed to my trustlshot rust,
or rot, or be useless in my hands. For this mastipus Medicine is so full of glorious potency ade most justly
styled the Oil of Mercy, for reasons which your owrderstanding will suggest to you. It is therefonmecessary
for me to go into this preliminary question at amgat length. | may at once proceed to give yoacount of the

Art itself, and to put you on your guard againssalucing deceivers, -- in short, to open up to gdrue, unerring,

and joyful road to the knowledge and possessidheftone, and to the operations of this Art.

Therefore, | -- who possess the Stone, and commatanio you this Book -- would faithfully admonishdabeseech

you to keep this my TABLE of PARADISE and GLORY the WORLD, from all proud and unjust oppressors of

the poor; from all presumptuous, shallow, scornfalumnious, and wicked persons, so as not tot [irtbi their
hands, on pain of God's everlasting punishmergsebch you to take this warning to heart; butherother hand,
to communicate and impart this my Table to all tp®or, pious, honest, and benevolent persons,wilho
gratefully reverence and rightly use the mercifftl of God, and conceal it from the unworthy. Netheless, even if
my book should find its way into the hands of widkaen, God will so smite them with blindness aprevent

them from apprehending too much of my meaning,feustrate all their attempts to carry out my direes. For

God knows how to confound the wicked, and bringrtheesumption to nought; as we are also told byi®@ his

psalms: "Thine enemies shalt thou hold in thinedhamd shalt restrain them in the snares of th&idrhl beseech

you, therefore, my sons, to give diligent heed toteaching; then you will spend this life in headhd happiness,
and at length inherit everlasting joy. | pray tiatd the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, magtghis my
petition.
An Account of the True Art
I make known to all ingenuous students of thistAdt the Sages are in the habit of using words lhwhiay convey
either a true or a false impression; the formeh&ir own disciples and children, the latter to ih@orant, the
foolish, and the unworthy. Bear in mind that thédgsophers themselves never make a false assefi@nmistake
(if any) lies not with them, but with those whoséreess makes them slow to apprehend the meanimg.eHe
comes that, instead of the waters of the Sagese thexperienced persons take pyrites salts, meradisdivers



other substances which, though very expensivegfane use whatever for our purpose. For no one evdtgam of
buying the true Matter at the apothecary's; nagt, tfladesman daily casts it into the street ashiess refutes. Yet
the matter of our Stone is found in all those tkiagpich are used by ignorant charlatans: for @usStone, our
Salt, our Mercury, our verdigris, halonitre, salmi®ars, sulphur, &c. It is not dug out with pickes from
ordinary mountains, seeing that our Stone is fanr@ur mountains and springs; our Salt is foundun salt-spring,
our metal in our earth, and from the same placéigi@p our mercury and sulphur. But what we meaourymines
and springs these charlatans cannot understanddthas blinded their minds and made gross teeses, and
left them to carry on their experiments with allrmar of false substances. Nor do they seem algert®ive their
error, or to be roused from their idle imaginatidtayspersistent failure. Where they should havall#idtwith gentle
heat they sublime over a fierce fire, and redue# $ubstance to ashes, instead of developinglierént principles
by vitalizing warmth. Again, when they should halissolved, they coagulated instead, and so onh8set false
methods they could, of course, obtain no good tesut instead of blaming their own ignorance thaythe fault
on their teacher, and even deny the genuinenesgrdfrt. As a matter of fact, all their mistakessarfrom their
misinterpreting the meaning of words which showdgiénput them on the right scent. For instance, whersages
speak of calcining, these persons understand thiat t@ mean "burning," and consequently render thdistance
useless by burning it to ashes. When the Sagesoldés” or transmute into "water," these shallowspas corrode
with aqua fortis. They do not understand that tissalution must be effected with something thatostained
within our substance, and not by means of anydorappliance. These foolish devices bear the satatan to our
Art that a dark hole bears to a transparent cryStak their own ignorance that prevents them fedtaining to a
true knowledge; buhey put the blame on our writings, and call us charlatand impostors. They argue that if the
Stone could be found at all, they must have disam/é long ago, their eyes being as keen and thigids as acute
as they are. "Behold," say they, "how we have tlidlay and night, how many books we have read, hamymears
we have spent in our laboratories: surely if theeee anything in this Art, it could not have esaaps." By
speaking thus, they only exhibit their own presuomptnd folly. They themselves have no eyes, aay thake that
an argument for blaspheming our high and holy Anerefore, you should first strive to make yourselfuainted
with the secrets of Nature's working, and with¢lementary principles of the world, before youyssir hand to
this task. After acquiring this knowledge, carefugkeruse this book from beginning to end; you thi#n be in a
position to judge whether our Art is tree or falgeu will also know what substance you must talkey lyou must
prepare it, and how your eager search may be btaaghsuccessful issue. Let me enjoin you, theeefo preserve
strict silence, to let nobody know what you arengoiand to keep a good heart: then God will grant the
fulfilment of all your wishes.
Here follows my own Opinion and Philosophical Dittu
| now propose to put down a brief statement ofvilbev which | take of this matter. He who underssndy
meaning may at once pass on to the opinions ofaheus Sages, which | have placed at the end dfook. He
who does not apprehend my meaning, will find itlakged in the following treatise.
Since | know the blessed and true Art, with theireind the matter of the Stone, | have thoughyituty freely
to communicate it to you -- Not in a lawyer's styler in pompous language, but in few and samplelsvo
Whoever peruses this book carefully, and with @meintary knowledge of natural relations, cannosittie secret
which | intend to convey. | am afraid that | sHad overwhelmed with reproaches for speaking out a6t much
plainness, seeing that this Art has never, fronbiginning of the world, been so clearly explaiasd mean to
explain it in this Book. Nevertheless, | am wellaae/that | am now declaring a secret which musef@r remain
hidden from the wise of this world, and from theg® are established in their own conceits. But stmow
proceed to give you the result of my experience
My beloved sons and disciples, and all ye thastardents of this Art; | herewith, in the fulnessGifristian faith
and charity. do make known to you that the Philbsois Stone grows not only on "our" tree, but igh, as far as
its effect and operation are concerned, in tha &lall other trees, in all created things, inmaais, and vegetables,
in things that grow, and in things that do not gré&er when it rises, being stirred and distilledthg Sun and the
Moon, it imparts their own peculiar form and prajes to all living creatures by a divine gracegiites to flowers
their special form and colour, whether it be blaeki, yellow, green, or white; in the same wayatals and
minerals derive their peculiar qualities from thgemtion of this Stone. All things, | say, are endd with their
characteristic qualities by the operation of thisr®, i.e., the conjunction of the Sun and Moom.tRe Sun is the
Father, and the Moon the Mother of this Stone,thrdStone unites in itself the virtues of bothpiggsents. Such are
the peculiar properties of our Stone, by whichdyrbe known. If you understand the operation, timenf and the
qualities, of this Stone, you will be able to prep#; but if you do not, | faithfully counsel yda give up all thought
of ever accomplishing this task.



Observe, furthermore, how the seeds of all thihgs grow, as, for instance, grains of wheat ordyasdpring forth
from the ground, by the operation of the Stone, thieddeveloping influences of Sun and Moon; howy ti@w up
into the air, are gradually matured, and bringHdrtit, which again must be sown in its own propeit. The field
is prepared for the grain, being well ploughedamg manured with well rotted dung; for the earthstones and
assimilates the manure, as the body assimilatésats and separates the subtle from the grosseWigtrit calls
forth the life of the seed, and nourishes it withawn proper milk, as a mother nourishes her infamd causes it to
increase in size, and to grow upward. The earthrségs, | say, the good from the bad, and impgais nutriment
to all growing things; for the destruction of oiéng is the generation of another. It is the sameur Art, where
the liquid receives its proper nutriment from tlaetk. Hence the earth is the Mother of all thirgg grow; and it
must be manured, ploughed, harrowed, and well peelpén order that the corn may grow, and triumpérdhe
tares, and not be choked by them. A grain of wieeaised from the ground through the distillatafrthe moisture
of the Sun and Moon, if it has been sown in its @roper earth. The Sun and Moon must also imgellitring
forth fruit, if it is to bring forth fruit at allFor the Sun is the Father, and the Moon the Motfeall things that
grow.
In the same way, iour soil, and out obur seed, our Stone grows through the distilling ef #un and Moon; and
as it grows it rises upwards, as it were, intoaimewhile its root remains in the ground. That evhis above is even
as that which is below; the same law prevails;gtiemo error or mistake. Again, as herbs grow ugwgut forth
glorious flowers and blossoms, and bear fruit, @ogvain blossoms, matures its fruit, is thresiséted, purged of
its chaff, and again put in the earth, which, hosemust previously have been well manured, hardpaad
otherwise prepared. When it has been placed matigral soil, and watered with rain and dew, thésinoe of
heaven, and roused into life by the warmth of the &1d Moon, it produces fruit after its own kifithese two
sowings are peculiar characteristics of our Art. the Sun and Moon are our grain, which we put mipsoil, as
soul and spirit -- and such as are the father badnother will be the children that they generdteis, my sons,
you know our Stone, our earth, our grain, our mead,ferment, our manure, our verdigris, our Sue kioon. You
understand our whole magistery, and may joyfullggratulate yourselves that you have at length ridmve the
level of those blind charlatans of whom | spoke:. thés, His unspeakable mercy, let us render thanklspraise to
the Creator of all things, through Jesus Christlaud. Amen.

Concerning the Origin of Metals.

My son, | will now proceed to explain to you monedetail the generation of the metals, and the wayhich they
receive their growth and development, with the&al form and quality. You will thereby be enabted
understand, even from the very foundation, withvaelous accuracy and clearness, the principleuhderlies our
whole Art. Permit me, therefore, to inform you thdtanimals, trees, herbs, stones, metals, andrais) grow and
attain to perfection, without being necessarilyctoed by any human hand: for the seed is raisedoup the ground,
puts forth flowers, and bears fruit, simply throubk agency of natural influences. As it is withrdk, so it is with
metals. While they lie in the heart of the eanththieir natural ore, they grow, and are developag,by day,
through the influence of the four elements: thige is the splendour of the Sun and Moon; the ezstiteives in
her womb the splendour of the Sun, and by it tleels@f the metals are well and equally warmed likesthe grain
in the fields. Through this warmth there is prodiigethe earth a vapour or spirit, which rises uphand carries
with it the most subtle elements. It might welldaled a fifth element: for it is a quintessena®] aontains the
most volatile parts of all the elements. This vapsitives to float upward through the summit of theuntains, but,
being covered with great rocks, they prevent itfrdoing so: for when it strikes against them, tasnpelled to
descend again. It is drawn up by the Sun, it isddrdown again by the rocks, and as it falls thgouais
transmuted into a liquid, i.e., sulphur and merc@¥each of these a part is left behind -- but Whaich is volatile
rises and descends again, more and more of it nemgadehind, and becoming fixed after each desdéns. "fixed"
substance is the metals, which cleave so firmihéoearth and the stones that they must be snalitsid a red-hot
furnace. The grosser the stones and the eartle ghttuntains are, the less pure will the metalleentore subtle
the soil and the stones are, the more subtle withie vapour, and the sulphur and mercury formeitsby
condensation -- and the purer these latter argyuber, of course, will the metals themselves baelthe earth and
the stones of the mountain are gross, the sulptdingercury must partake of this grossness, andotattain to
their proper development. Hence arise the diffeneetials, each after its own kind. For as eachdféke field has
its own peculiar shape, appearance, and fruitash enountain bears its own particular ore, thoseest and that
earth being the soil in which the metals grow. Ghality of this soil is to a great extent dependgyan planetary
influences. The nearer the mountains lie to thegiky the more do metals grow in them; for theitjgalof metals
are determined by planetary influences. Mountdias are turned towards the sun have subtle stontksaxth, and

produce nothing but gold. If they are more convetiyesituated for being influenced by the moonijitineetallic
substance is turned into silver. For all metalsemvhperfectly developed, must ultimately become Maod Sun,



though some need to be operated on by the Sun aond Mnger than others: for the Sun is the Fated,the
Moon the Mother, of all things that grow. Thus ysme that gold glitters like the Sun, and silvee like Moon.
Now, children always resemble their parents; ahthatallic bodies contain within themselves thepenties of the
Sun: to change the baser metals into gold andrsilvere is positively nothing wanting but gentidas warmth. In
this respect there exists a close analogy betweiemahand vegetable growth. When the Sun retirekerwinter,
the flowers droop and die, the trees shed theitelgaand all vegetable development is temporangpended. In the
summer again, when the heat of the Sun is too gneabeing sufficiently tempered by the coolinfjuances of the
Moon, all vegetation is withered and burnt up Hrihis to be perfect growth, the Sun and Moon mwosk
together, the one heating and the other coolintelinfluence of the Moon prevails unduly, it mhstcorrected by
the warmth of the Sun, the excessive heat of tmenfust be tempered by the coldness of the Moon. All
development is sustained by solar fire. Imperfeetats are what they are, simply because they hatvgen been
duly developed by solar influences.
Now, by the special grace of God, it is possibleriag this natural fire to bear on imperfect metay means of our
Art, and to supply the conditions of metallic growtithout any of the hindrances which in a natstate prevent
perfection. Thus by applying our natural fire, vémao more towards "fixing" imperfect bodies andatwin a
moment, than the Sun in a thousand years. Forgh®son our Stone has also power to cure all thihmtsgrow,
acting on each one according to its kind. For oattht represents a perfect and inseparable unitredbur
elements, which indeed is the sum of our Art, ancbinsequently able to reconcile and heal all disooall manner
of metals and in all things that grow, and to jputlight all diseases. For disease is discord efdlements, (one
unduly lording it over the rest) in animal as waslin metallic bodies. Now as soon as our blessedidihe is
applied, the elements are straightway purified, jaimted together in amity; thus metallic bodies fixed, animal
bodies are made whole of all their diseases, gemhpeecious stones attain to their own proper péde.
You should also know that all stones are genetiagettie Sun and Moon out of the sulphur and volatiggcury; if
they do not become metals, that is entirely dubédr own grossness. In the same way, all plagtgeanerated from
sulphur and mercury, and that by the heat of threaéBul Moon. For the Sun and Moon are the mercuopin
Matter. The Sun is warm and dry, the Moon warm asodst; for in [the] earth is hid a warm and dryefiand in that
fire dwells warm and moist air -- and from thesgaserated mercury which is both warm and moishddehere
may be distinguished two chief constituent prinegplto wit, moist and dry, that is, earth, windj avater, unto
which mercury is conjoined, and the same is wartchraaist. Mercury and sulphur, in our substance,iarall
things, spring from the moist and dry, the moist dry being stirred by the warmth of the Sun, aistilttd and
sublimed, -- in each thing according to its speaifature. Thus our Stone is that mercury whichiietof the dry
and the moist. But the common mercury is uselaessdbpurpose -- for it is volatile, while our mary is fixed and
constant. Therefore have nothing to do with the mom mercury, but take our mercury which is the gigle of
growth in all bodies, whether human, vegetablemetallic; which imparts to all flowers their fragige and colour.
This mercury represents an harmonious mixture @falir elements, hot and dry, Sun and Moon. leisagated in
the form of a vapour in the fields and on the maing, by the warmth of the Sun: that vapour is emséd into a
moisture, from which arise sulphur and mercury, fiath them again metals The same process takes plamr
Art, which represents the union of the warm andstdiy means of warmth. For our substance is gtk the
form of a vapour out of warmth and moisture, andngded into sulphur. In this fire and water, and here else, is
our Stone to be found. For the vapour carries ugwath it most subtle earth, most subtle fire, msmdbtle water,
and most subtle air, and thus presents a clos@& wfithe most subtle elements. This is the firsttbtaand may be
divided into water and earth, which two are againgd together by gentle heat, even as in the wands
mountains mercury is joined with a quick earth gan@ water by means of a temperate warmth, arfteitong
process of time is converted into metal. So isdated in our Art, and not otherwise does the gsedake place.
When you, therefore, see that our substance, héaag first generated in the form of a vapour, jitsritself to be
separated into water and earth, you may know teaBtone is composed of the four elements. Knoavthkst the
vapour in the mountains is true mercury (which cdaroe said of the ordinary mercury); for wherevere is
vapour in the mountains, there is true mercuryciiiy ascending and descending, in the manneridedabove,
becomes fixed, and inseparable from its earthhabvthere the one is, there the other must abide.
Thus | have told you plainly enough how the megaésgenerated, what mercury is, and how it is trarted into
metals. | will therefore conclude this part of mgatise, and tell you in the following section hgeu may actually
perform the chemical process. You see that it isnancredible, after all, that all metals shobédtransmuted into
gold and silver, and all animal bodies deliveramirfrevery kind of disease; and | hope and trust@uat will permit
you practically to experience the truth of thiseatien.
Now | will tell you how you must produce the FiredaWater, in which is prepared the Mercury requicedhee
red and white Tincture.



Take fire, or the quicklime of the Sages, whicthis vital fire of all trees, and therein doth Goignidelf burn by
divine love. In it purify Mercury, and mortify ibf the purposes of our Art; understand, with vulgl@rcury, which
you wish to fix in water or fire. But the Mercuryhieh lies hidden in this water, or fire, is theréiked of itself. The

Mercury which is in the fire must be decomposedrified, coagulated, and fixed with indelible, tig, or Divine

fire, of that kind which God has placed in the Samg wherein God Himself burns as with Divine ldoethe
consolation of all mankind. Without this fire ourt&an not be brought to a successful issue. Bhisd fire of the

Sages which they describe in such obscure ternts,l@s/e been the indirect cause of beguiling mangcent
persons to their ruin; so even that they have pedisn poverty because they knew hot this firdnefPhilosophers.

It is the most precious fire that God has createttié earth, and has a thousand virtues -- n&ysa precious that
men have averred that the Divine Power itself wafsctually in it. It has the purifying virtue &urgatory, and
everything is rendered better by it. It is not werfdl, therefore, that a fire should be able todind clarify Mercury,
and to cleanse it from all grossness and impLifitye Sages call it the living fire, because Goddradowed it with

His own Divine, and vitalising power.
In the writings of the Sages, this fire goes byeddnt names. Some call it "burnt" wine, othersgas®o it three
names from the analogy of the Three Persons dfithe Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and GumHoly
Ghost; Body, Soul, and Fire, or Spirit.
The Sages further say: The fire is fire, and alatew containing within itself both cold and heatisture, and
dryness, nor can anything extinguish it but itddnce others say that it is an inextinguishalwke fivhich is
continually burning, purifying, and tinging all nagt, consuming all their impurities, and combinigrcury with
the Sun in so close an union that they become ndéngeparable.
Therefore our great Teachers say that as God tihef-ghe Son, and the Holy Ghost, are three Psrsord yet but
one God; so this fire unites these three thingsyaty, the Body, Spirit, and Soul, or Sun, Mercuaygd Soul. The
fire nourishes the Soul which binds together theyBand the Spirit, and thus all three become omng ramain
united for ever. Again, as an ordinary fire, onngesupplied with fuel, may spread and fill the whwlorld, so this
Tincture may be multiplied, and so this fire mayegnnto all metals; and one part of it has powethange two,
three, or five hundred parts of other metals irdtulg
Again, the Sages call this fire the fire of the yi8birit, because as the Divinity of Christ toolongtself true flesh
and blood without forfeiting anything of its Diviridature, so the Sun, the Moon, and Mercury, arestrated into
the true Tincture, which remains unaffected byoatward influences, and endures, and will endunee¥er. Once
more, as God feeds many wicked sinners with hisdlso this Tincture tinges all gross and impuréategwithout
being injured by contact with them. So also, themef may it be compared with the sacro-saintly &aent of the
Most Holy Eucharist, from which no sinner is exaddhow impure soever he may have been. You hasehiben
made acquainted with the all but miraculous vid€iénis fire: remember that no student of this éah possibly do
without it. For another Sage says: "In this invisifire you have the whole mystery of this Art,ths three Persons
of the Holy Trinity are truly concluded in one stdrgce." In this fire the true Art is summed uptiree palpable
things, which yet are invisible and incompreherssibike the Holy Spirit. Without those three thirms Art can
never be brought to perfection. One of them is fine second, water; the third, earth; and allehtbsee are
invisibly present irone essence, and are the instrumental cause of &lgtien in Nature.

Now will | also describe the operation of those 8éiThings in our art, and will at once begin wilhTéaree.
Our wise Teacher Plato says: "Every husbandmansehs good seed, first chooses a fertile field, ghsuand
manures it well, and weeds it of all tares; he td&es care that his own grain is free from evergifjn admixture.
When he has committed the seed to the ground, é@smmaoisture, or rain, to decompose the graini@naise it to
new life. He also requires fire, that is, the wdrmt the Sun, to bring it to maturity.” The need®wor Art are of an
analogous nature. First, you must prepare your, seedcleanse your Matter from all impurity, byr@thod which
you will find set forth at length in the Dicta dfe Sages which | subjoin to this Treatise. Thenmaost have good
soil in which to sow your Mercury and Sun; thisthanust first be weeded of all foreign elemenisii to yield a
good crop. Hence the Sage enjoins us to "sow the isea fruitful field, which has been preparedhwiving fire,
and it will produce much fruit". What is the Uring Children?

I will now truly inform you concerning the Urine @fhildren, and of the Sages. The spirit which isaoted from
the metals is the urine of children: for it is #eed and the first principle of metals. Withous tbéed there is no
consummation of our Art, and no Tincture, eithet oe white. For the sulphur and mercury of goldtaeered, the
sulphur and mercury of silver are the white Tinetuhe Mercury of the Sun and Moon fixes all Meycur
imperfect metals, and imparts excellence and dligbiven to common Mercury. Dioscorides has writéan
elegant treatise concerning this Urine of Childmehich he calls the first Matter of metals.

What is the Mercury of the Sages?



Mercury is nothing but water and salt, which hagerbsubjected for a long space of time to natweat ko as to be
united into one. This is Mercury, or dry water, afnis not moist, and does not moisten anythingoefrse, | do not
speak of crude common mercury, but of the Merctithe Sages. The Sages call it the fifth elemens. the vital
principle which brings all plants to maturity anerfection. The other quintessence, which is inetith, and partly
material, contains within itself its own seed whgrows out of its soil. The heavenly quintesseraraes to the aid
of the earthly, removes the grossness of its eanth brings the aforesaid seed to maturity. ForcMigr, and the
Celestial Quintessence, drain off all harmful maistfrom the quintessence of the earth. This Mgrizualso called
sulphur of the air, sulphur being a hardening ofauey; or we may describe them as husband and fuifen whom

issue many children in the earth. You must notkivat | desire to hide from you my true meaningy,n will
further endeavour to illustrate it in the followimgry. Common sulphur, as you know, coagulates commercury;
for sulphur is poisonous, and mercury deadly. Ho@ntcan you obtain from either of them anythingadle for
perfecting the other, seeing that both requireet@assisted by some external agent? On the othdr htell you that
if, after the conjunction of our fixed sulphur witkur sublimed mercury, you sprinkle a mere partidlg upon
crude mercury, the latter is at once brought tégaéion. Again, you may clearly perceive that thengessence of
the earth has its operation in the winter wheretigh is closed up with frost; while the Quintesseof the Stars
operates in the summer times when it removes atlishinjurious in the inferior quintessence, amastquickens
everything into vigorous growth. The two quintesses\ may also be driven off into water, and thereserved. An
earthly manifestation you may behold in the colmfrthe rainbow, when the rays of the Sun shineubh the rain.
But, indeed, there is not a stone, an animal,@aat, that does not contain both quintessenceshart, they
embody the secret of our whole Magistery, and étihh@m our Stone is prepared. Hermes, in his Erdérable,
expresses himself as follows: "Our Blessed Stomégiwis of good substance, and has a soul, aséerdsearth to
heaven, and again descends from heaven to eartfféttual working is in the air; it is joined Mercury; hence
the Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother; thednliias borne it in her womb, the earth is its ngrsiother, and at
length that which is above is also that which e The whole represents a natural mixture: fiag & Stone and
not a Stone, fixed and volatile, body and soulblansl and wife, King and Queen." Let what | have saiffice,
instead of many other words and parables.
Composition.

Albertus expresses himself thus concerning theurmtion of the Stone: "The elements are so subderto
ordinary method of mingling will avail. They mudétst be dissolved into water, then mixed, and plaocea warm
spot, where they are united after a time by natweaimth. For the Elixir and the two solutions mistconjoined in
the proportion of three parts of the Elixir and qaet of the crushed body. This must again be dasegiand
dissolved, and so also again until the whole hasine one, without any transmutation. All this is@oplished by
the virtue of our mercurial water; for with it thedy is dissolved. It is that which purifies, cang dissolves, and
makes red and white." Aristotle says of it as felo This water is the earth in which Hermes bidsaws the seed;
the Sun or Moon, as Senior hath it, for extractibthe Divine water of sulphur and mercury, whisHire, warming
and fructifying by the igneous virtue thereof. Tisishe Mercury and that is the water which wetsthe hand. It is
the Mercury which all Sages have loved and usedl odmvhich they have acknowledged the virtue salas they
lived.

The Glory of the World (part 3)

The Third Part Of This Treatise, Containing The Dida Of The Sages.

i. I will now proceed to quote the very words of tharious Sages in regard to this point, in ordat you may the
more easily understand our meaning. Know thenAhatghty God first delivered this Art to our Fathékdam, in
Paradise. For as soon as He had created him, ehiohsi the Garden of Eden, He imparted it to lrinthe
following words: "Adam, here are two things: thdtieh is above is volatile, that which is belowikefl. These two
things contain the whole mystery. Observe it waatid make not the virtue that slumbers therein kntmathy
children; for these two things shall serve thegetber with all other created things under heasad,| will lay at

thy feet all the excellence and power of this wpskekeing that thou thyself art a small world."
ii. ABEL, the son of Adam, wrote thus in his Priplgis: After God had created our Father, Adam, abdhisn in
Paradise, He subjected to his rule all animals)tplaninerals, and metals. For man is the moumtimountains,
the Stone of all stones, the tree of trees, theabmots, the earth of earths. All these thingsritludes within
himself, and God has given to him to be the presesfall things.



iii. SETH, the son of Adam, describes it thus: Knamy children, that in proportion as the acid ibjsated to
coction, by means of our Art, and is reduced irgloes, the more of the substance is extracted, ecahies a white
body. If you cook this well, and free it from alblokness, it is changed into a stone, which isdadl white stone
until it is crushed. Dissolve it in water of the atl, which has been well tempered, and its whitemé soon
change to redness. The whole process is perforpatelans of this sharp acid and the power of God.

iv. ISINDRUS: Our great and precious Matter is &r,air ameliorates the Matter, whether the aigb®ss or
tenuous, warm or moist. For the grossness of tharisies from the setting, the approach, and #giegiof the Sun.
Thus the air may be hot or cold, or dry and radcefand the degrees of this distinguish summer antew

v. ANAXAGORAS says: God and His goodness are ttet firinciple of all things. Therefore, the mildeex God
reigns even beneath the earth, being the substdrdiethings, and thus also the substance beribatbarth. For the
mildness of God mirrors itself in creating, and Hhgegrity in the solidity that is beneath the baNow we cannot
see His goodness, except in bodily form. -vi. SERJOr PANDOLPHUS, says: | make known to postetiigttthe
thinness, or softness, of air is in water, andoissevered from the other elements. If the earthrw its vital juice,
no moisture would remain in it.

vii. ARISTEUS delivers himself thus briefly: Knowadt the earth is round, and not flat. For if it vperfectly flat,
the Sun would shine everywhere at the same moment

viii. PYTHAGORAS: That which is touched and not sealso that which is known but not looked upoesthare
only heaven and earth; again, that which is notmn in the world and is perceived by sight, hegrsmell, taste,
or touch. Sight shews the difference between bdanckwhite; hearing, between good and evil; tasieyden sweet
and bitter; touch, between subtle and gross; sipetlyeen fragrant and fetid.

ix. ARISTEUS, in his Second Table, says: Beat theéybwhich | have made known to you into thin plafesur
thereon our salt water, i.e., water of life, andttiewith a gentle fire until its blackness disapps, and it becomes
first white, and then red.

x. PARMENIDES: The Sages have written about mantergastones, and metals, for the purpose of diecgyou.
You that desire a knowledge of our Art, relinqu&im, Moon, Saturn, and Venus, for our ore, anceauth, and
why so? Every thing is of the nature of no thing.

xi. LUCAS: Take the living water of the Moon, andagulate it, according to our custom. By thosewastds |
mean that it is already coagulated. Take the liviater of the Moon, and put it on our earth, tibeécomes white:
here, then, is our magnesia, and the natures ofagtejoice.

xii. ETHEL: Subject our Stone to coction till it b@mes as bright as white marble. Then it is magleeat and
effectual Stone, sulphur having been added to sul@mnd preserving its property.

xiii. PYTHAGORAS: We exhibit unto you the regimearxerning these things. The substance must dsnkater,
like the fire of the Moon, which you have preparianust continue drinking its own water and maisttill it turns
white. .

xiv. PHILETUS Know, ye sons of philosophy, that géhstance, the search after which reduces so toany
beggary, is not more than one thing of most effdgbuoperties. It is looked down upon by the igmbréut held in
great esteem by the Sages. Oh, how great is tlye dold how great also is the presumptuous ign@afthe
vulgar herd! If you knew the virtue of this substankings, princes, and nobles would envy you. \&@geS call it
the most sharp acid, and without this acid notltizug be obtained, neither blackness, whitenesghedFincture.
xv. METHUSALEM: With air, vapour, and spirit we dhhave vulgar mercury changed into as good a sigethe
nature of minerals will allow in the absence ofthea

xvi; SIXION: Ye sons of philosophy, if you would ke our substance red, you must first make it witigethree
natures are summed up in whiteness and redness.el dierefore, our Saturn, subject it to coctioadgua vita --
until it turns white, becomes thick, and is coatpdaand then again till it becomes red. Theniiedlead, and
without this lead of the Sages nothing can be tdtec

xvii. MUNDINUS: Learn, O imitators of this Art, tliahe philosophers have written variously of manyng in their
books, but the substance they refer to is nothiridiked and living water, out of which alone owtite Stone can
be prepared. Many seek what they call the esse€rgiain." and cannot find it. | reveal unto you treowledge of
this gum and the mystery which abides therein. Kifwat our gum is better than Sun and Moon. Theeeitds
highly esteemed by the Sages, though it is verghend they say: Take care that you do not wast@tour
"gum." But in their books they do not call it bg tommon name, and that is the reason why it @enidrom the
many, according to the command which God gave tamid

xviii. DARDANIUS: Know, my sons, that the Sageseak living and indestructible water. Do not, theet, your
hands to this task until you know the power anétatfy of this water. For nothing can be done inArrwithout
this indestructible water. For the Sages have de=tits power and efficacy as being that of gpalitblood.



Transmute this water into body and spirit, and thgrthe grace of God, you will have the spiritrfly fixed in the
body.

xix. PYTHAGORAS, in his Second Book, delivers hiffiges follows: The Sages have used different nafimethe
substance, and have told us to make the indediteietiater white and red. They have also apparémtigated
various methods, but they really agree with eablrain regard to all essentials, and it is onlyrthgystic language
that causes a semblance of disagreement. Our Btar&one, and not a stone. It has neither theappce nor the
properties of stone, and yet it is a stone. Manselaalled it after the place where it is found;evthafter its colour.
xx. NEOPHIDES: | bid you take that mystic substamekite magnesia And have a care that the Stonmiteeand
bright. Then place it in its aqueous vessel, atjlest it to gentle heat, until it first becomesdidathen again white,
and then red. The whole process should be accdmeplis forty days. When you have done this, Godvshgou
the first substance of the Stone, which is an eagitone, and known to all men.

xxi. THEOPHILUS: Take white Magnesia, i.e., quidksr, mingled with the Moon. Pound it till it becesthin
water; subject it to coction for forty days; théwe flower of the Sun will open with great splenddCiose well the
mouth of the phial, and subject it to coction dgrfarty days, when you will obtain a beautiful watehich you
must treat in the same way for another forty daps] it is thoroughly purged of its blackness, dratomes white
and fragrant.

xxii. BAELUS says: | bid you take Mercury, whichtise Magnesia of the Moon, and subject it and dtdykto
coction till it becomes soft, thin, and like flowgrwater. Heat it again till all its moisture is godated, and it
becomes a Stone.

xxiii. BASAN says: Put the yellow Matter into thath, together with its spouse, and let not the battoo hot, lest
both be deprived of consciousness. Let a gentlpaemure be kept up till the husband and the wéfeome one;
sprinkle it with its sweat, and set it in a quiktqe. Take care you do not drive off its virtuetby great heat.
Honour then the King and his Queen, and do not them. If you subject them to gentle heat, they bécome,
first black, then white, and then red. If you urelend this, blessed are ye. But if you do not, blaot Philosophy,
but your own gross ignorance.

xxiv. ARISTOTLE: Know, my disciples, the Sages aallr Stone sometimes earth, and sometimes water. Be
directed in the regulation of your fire by the gande of Nature. In the liquid there is first watben a stone, then
the earth of philosophers in which they sow thedirg which springs up, and bears fruit after itedk

xxv. AGODIAS: Subject our earth to coction, tilliecomes the first substance. Pound it to an irabépdust, and
again enclose it in its vessel. Sprinkle it withatwn moisture till an union is effected. Then l@kt carefully, and
if the water presents the appearance of ) (, coatin pound and heat For, if you cannot reduaewdter, the water
cannot be found. In order to reduce it to watet gast stir up the body with fire. The water | dpeéis not rain
water, but indestructible water which cannot ewishout its body, which, in its turn, cannot exist,operate,
without its own indestructible water.

xxvi. SIRETUS: What is required in our Art is ouater and our earth, which must become black, waitd,red,
with many intermediate colours which shew themsebigccessively. Everything is generated througHiging

and indestructible water. True Sages use nothihghimiliving water which supersedes all other saihses and
processes. Coction, calcination, distillation, gaktion, desiccation, humectation, albefaction, arfuefaction, are
all included in the natural development of this sobstance.

xxvii. MOSINUS: The Sages have described our suigstaand the method of its preparation, under nmanyes,
and thus have led many astray who did not undetstanwriting. Itis composed of red and white sulphur, and of
fixed or indestructible water, called permanentexat

xxviii. PLATO: Let it suffice you to dissolve bodiewith this water, lest they be burned. Let thestatice be
washed with living water till all its blackness dfgpears, and it becomes a white Tincture.

xxix. ORFULUS: First, subject the Matter to gerttection, of a temperature such as that with whiblemhatches
her eggs, lest the moisture be burnt up, and tine spour earth destroyed. Let the phial be tigltiosed that the
earth may crush our substance, and enable it$ &pbie extracted. The Sages say that quicksibsexfracted from
the flower of our earth, and the water of our &seracted from two things, and transmuted intoamid. But though
they speak of many things, they mean only one thiagely, that indestructible water which is ousstance, and
our acid.

xxx. BATHON: If you know the Matter of our Stonendithe mode of regulating its coction, and the ofatic
changes which it undergoes -- as though it wisbegarn you that its names are as numerous as thersavhich it
displays -- then you may perform the putrefactmmijrst coction, which turns our Stone quite blaBK this sign
you may know that you have the key to our Art, gad will be able to transmute it into the mysticiteland red.
The Sages say that the Stone dissolves itself utateg itself, mortifies itself, and is quickenedits own inherent
power, and that it changes itself to black, wtateg red, in Christian charity and fundamental truth



xxxi. BLODIUS. Take the Stone which is found evehese, and is called Rebis (Two-thing), and growsvao
mountains Take it while it is still fresh, with ibsvn proper blood. Its growth is in its skin, aleats flesh, and its
food is in its blood, its habitation in the air.Keeof it as much as you like, and plunge it inte Bath.

xxxii. LEAH, the prophetess, writes briefly thusnéw, Nathan, that the flower of gold is the Staherefore
subject it to heat during a certain number of déifst assumes the dazzling appearance of whiaehhe.

xxxiii. ALKIUS: You daily behold the mountains whiacontain the husband and wife. Hie you thereforheir
caves, and dig up their earth, before it perishes.

xxxiv. BONELLUS: All ye lovers of this Art, | saynio you, in faith and love: Relinquish the multgity of your
methods and substances, for our substance is g &md is called living and indestructible watde that is led
astray by many words, will know the persons agaitsim he should be on his guard.

xxxv. HHERONYMUS: Malignant men have darkened out, Aververting it with many words; they have caltad
earth, and our Sun, or gold, by many misleadingegamheir salting, dissolving, subliming, growipgunding,
reducing to an acid, and white sulphur, their aoctf the fiery vapour, its coagulation, and trantation into red
sulphur, are nothing but different aspects of amétae same thing, which, in its first stage, weymascribe as
incombustible and indestructible sulphur.

xxxvi. HERMES: Except ye convert the earth of ouatMr into fire, our acid will not ascend.

xxxvii. PYTHAGORAS, in his Fourth Table, says: Havonderful is the agreement of Sages in the midst of
difference! They all say that they have preparedStone out of a substance which by the vulgarakdd upon as
the vilest thing on earth. Indeed, if we were tbttee vulgar herd the ordinary name of our substathey would
look upon our assertion as a daring falsehoodifBoéy were acquainted with its virtue and effigathey would
not despise that which is, in reality, the mostjmes thing in the world. God has concealed thistery from the
foolish, the ignorant, the wicked, and the scornfubrder that they may not use it for evil purpas

xxxviii. HAGIENUS: Our Stone is found in all moumta, all trees, all herbs, and animals, and witlmain. It
wears many different colours, contains the foumglets, and has been designated a microcosm. Camycee,
you ignorant seekers after the Stone, who try\amady try, such a multiplicity of substances andthods, that our
Stone is one earth, and one sulphur, and thabvgin abundance before your very eyes 7 | willytel where you
may find it. The first spot is on the summit of twmuntains; the second, in all mountains; the ttardong the
refuse in the street; the fourth, in the treesraethls, the liquid of which is the Sun and Moonftley, Saturn,
and Jupiter. There is but one vessel, one methmtipae consummation.

xxxix. MORIENUS: Know that our Matter is not in grer agreement with human nature than with anytbisg,
for it is developed by putrefaction and transmuotatif it were not decomposed, nothing could beegeted out of
it. The goal of our Art is not reached until Surddioon are conjoined, and become, as it were, odg.b

xl. THE EMERALD TABLE: It is true, without any errpand it is the sum of truth; that which is abdvalso that
which is below, for the performance of the wondwra certain one thing, and as all things arisenfane Stone, so
also they were generated from one common Substeuéeh includes the four elements created by Gal A
among other miracles the said Stone is born oFtrst Matter. The Sun is its Father, the Moon itstiver, the wind
bears it in its womb, and it is nursed by the edtsielf is the Father of the whole earth, andviele potency
thereof. If it be transmuted into earth, then tagheseparates from the fire that which is mostleufbom that which
is hard, operating gently and with great artifitben the Stone ascends from earth to heaven, aid égscends
from heaven to earth, and receives the choicdsiein€es of both heaven and earth. If you can partbis you
have the glory of the world, and are able to putigit all diseases, and to transmute all metalsvercomes
Mercury, which is subtle, and penetrates all haudi golid bodies. Hence it is compared with the diadrlence | am
called Hermes, having the three parts of the whaldd of philosophy.

xli. LEPRINUS says: The Stone must be extractethfeotwo-fold substance, before you can obtain therE
which is fixed in one essence, and derived fromotie indispensable Matter, which God has createdinathout
which no one can attain the Art. Both these parstrhe purified before they are joined togetheestfr The body
must become different, and so must the volatilgétspihen you have the Medicine, which restoredtheand
imparts perfection to all things. The fixed and tidatile principle must be joined in an insepaealhion, which
defies even the destructive force of fire

xlii. LAMECH: In the Stone of the Philosophers ahe first elements, and the final colours of mitgrar Soul,
Spirit, and Body, joined unto one. The Stone witchtains all these things is called Zibeth, andabeking of
Nature has left it imperfect

xliii. SOCRATES: Our Mystery is the life of all thigs, or the water. For water dissolves the bodyspirit, and
summons the living spirit from among the dead. My, despise not my Practical Injunction. For itggiwou, in a
brief form, everything that you really need.



xliv. ALEXANDER: The good need not remain conceatedaccount of the bad men that might abuse it Gamt
rules over all, according to His Divine Will. Obser therefore, that the salt of the Stone is ddrfvem mercury,
and is that Matter, most excellent of all thingswbich we are in search. The same also contaiitseif all secrets.
Mercury is our Stone, which is composed of theatrgl the moist elements, which have been joinedtiegbéy
gentle heat in an inseparable union.

xlv. SENIOR teaches us to make the Salt out of gsied then, by various processes, to changeittiet Mercury
of the Sages, because our Magistery is dependemironater alone, and needs nothing else.

xlvi. ROSARIUS: It is a stone, and not a stone,,\ize eagle -- stone. The substance has in itsbwastone, and
when it is dissolved, the water that was coagulatetdbursts forth. Thus the Stone is the extrddpirit of our
indestructible body. It contains mercury, or liqwdter, in its body, or fixed earth, which retaitssnature. This
explanation is sufficiently plain.

xlvii. PAMPHILUS: The Salt of the Gem is that whiehin its own bowels; it ascends with the wateth® top of
the alembic, and, after separation, is once moitediand made one body with it by means of natweaimth. Or
we may, with King Alexander, liken the union to tlof a soul with its body.

xlvii. DEMOCRITUS: Our Substance is the conjunctiof the dry and the moist elements, which are rsepa by
a vapour or heat, and then transmuted into a litikédwater, in which our Stone is found. For tlawour unites to
the most subtle earth the most subtle air, andagmntll the most subtle elements. This first st may be
separated into water and earth, the latter beincepéble to the eye. The earth of the vapour latile when it
ascends, but it is found fixed when the separati&as place, and when the elements are joinedhegagain it
becomes fixed mercury. For the enjoyment of this, ffecious gift, we Sages ceaselessly praise kass Bod's
Holy Name.

xlix. SIROS: The body of the Sages, being calcimedalled everlasting water, which permanentlygrdates our
Mercury. And if the Body has been purified and diged, the union is so close as to resist all &fat separation.
I. NOAH, the man of God, writes thus in his Tally children and brethren, know that no other stisrfleund in
the world that has more virtue than this Stone ndotal man can find the true Art without this StoBéessed be
the God of Heaven who has created this propettydarBalt, even in the Salt of the Gem!

li. MENALDES: The fire of the Sages may be extracteom all natural things, and is called the qusstnce. It is
of earth, water, air, and fire. It has no causeasfuption or other contrary quality.

li. HERMES, in his second Table, writes thus: Dise the ashes in the second element, and coadhlate
substance into a Stone. Let this be done sevestifte as Naaman the Syrian was purged of his $gprp
washing himself seven times in Jordan, so our anbstmust undergo a seven-fold cleansing, by ¢atcend
dissolving, and exhibiting a variety of ever deapgrcolours. In our water are hidden the four eletsieand this
earth, which swallows its water, is the dragon Hvedllows its tail, i.e., its strength.

liii. NUNDINUS: The fire which includes all our chacal processes, is three-fold: the fiery elemdrthe air, of
water and of the earth. This is all that our Magigtrequires.

liv. ANANIAS: Know, ye Scrutators of Nature, thate is the soul of everything, and that God Himézfire and
soul. And the body cannot live without fire. Forthgut fire the other elements have no efficacis,Itherefore, a
most holy, awful, and divine fire which abides wiod Himself in the Most Holy Trinity, for whichsd we give
eternal thanks to God.

iv. BONIDUS: In the fountain of Nature our Substans found, and nowhere else upon earth; and aueSs fire,
and has been generated in fire, without, howewangoconsumed by fire.

Ivi. ROSINUS: TWO things are hidden in two thingsd indicate our Stone: in earth is fire, andrmiwater, yet
there are only two outward things, viz., earth aader. For Mercury is our Stone, consisting a®#ésiboth of
moist and dry elements. Mercury is dry and moistsrvery nature, and all things have their grofittm the dry
and moist elements.

Ivii. GEBER: We cannot find anything permanentfiged, in fire, but only a viscous natural moistuvkich is the
root of all metals. For our venerable Stone notligngquired but mercurial substances, if they Hzeen well
purified by our Art, and are able to resist thedieheat of fire. This Substance penetrates toeheroots of metals,
overcomes their imperfect nature, and transmuts tlaccording to the virtue of the Elixir, or Meidie.

Iviii. AROS: Our Medicine consists of two things)dhone essence. There is one Mercury, of a fixeldearolatile
substance, composed of body and spirit, cold andtmwarm and dry.

lix. ARNOLDUS: Let your only care be to regulatetboction of the Mercurial substance. In proporaarit is
itself dignified shall it dignify bodies.

Ix. ALPHIDIUS: Transmute the nature, and you wiild what you want. For in our Magistery we obtadistffrom
the gross the subtle, or the spirit; then fromrtigast the dry, i.e., earth from water. Thus we $raate the corporeal
into the spiritual, and the spiritual into the comgal, the lowest into the highest, and the highestthe lowest



Ixi. BERNARDUS: The middle substance is nothing bo&gulated mercury; and the first Matter is nagHit
twofold mercury. For our Medicine is composed obttlings, the fixed and the volatile, the corporead the
spiritual, the cold and the warm, the moist anddihe Mercury must be subjected to coction in aseéwith three
divisions, that the dryness of the active fire rbaychanged into vaporous moisture of the oil thatosinds the
substance. Ordinary fire does not digest our sabstebut its heat converted into dryness is the fira.
Ixii. STEPHANUS: Metals are earthly bodies, and geeerated in water. The water extracts a vapoun the
Stone, and out of the moisture of [the] earth,H®ydperation of the Sun, God lets gold grow andiactate. Thus
earth and water are united into a metallic body.
Ixiii. GUIDO BONATUS writes briefly concerning thguintessence, as being purer than all elements. The
guintessence contains the four elements, thatadijtst Matter, out of which God has created, stilticreates, all
things. It is Hyle, containing in a confused mixtuhe properties of every creature.
Ixiv. ALRIDOS: The virtue and efficacy of everytlgns to be found in its quintessence, whetheratsire be warm,
cold, moist, or dry. This quintessence gives oatdWweetest fragrance that can be imagined. Theréierhighest
perfection is needed.
Ixv. LONGINUS | describes the process in the follogvterms: Let your vessel be tightly closed anposed to an
even warmth. This water is prepared in dry ashesjsasubjected to coction till the two become dfaen one is
joined to the other, the body is brought backgcsirit. Then the fire must be strengthenedh#! fixed body
retains that which is not fixed by its own heattMthis you can tinge ten thousand times ten thuodiséd other
substances.
Ixvi. HERMES, in his Mysteries, says: Know that @tone is lightly esteemed by the thankless muadlétiout it is
very precious to the Sages. If princes knew howlmgatd can be made out of a particle of Sun, amuliofStone,
they would never suffer it to be taken out of ttd®minions.
"The Sages rejoice when the bodies are" "dissolfodyur stone is prepared with two" "waters. livds away all
sickness from the" "diseased body, whether it badnuor" "metallic.”
By means of our Art, we do in one month what Nattaenot accomplish in a thousand years: for ordyptine
parts, and then join them together in an inseparabtl indissoluble union .
Ixvii. NERO: Know that our Mercury is dry and mqisind conjoined with the Sun and Moon. Sun and Moon
nature are cold and moist mercury and hot and @iphsir, and both have their natural propagatiobéing joined
in one thing.
Here follows a True Explanation of some of the lgoirg Philosophical Dicta
the Meaning, word for word and point for point, igclearly set forth.
| now propose to say something about the meaninigeobbscure and allegorical expressions used g s the
Sages whom | have quoted. Be sure that they a# tvae Sages, and really possessed our Stoney lhave been
possessed by more persons since the time of Adatrthd above list includes all of whom | have he&mked not
here review all their sayings; for the words of lisgst of them are sufficient for imparting to y@inowledge of
this Art; and my ambition goes no higher than tHdthave enumerated so large a number of auikerit have
only done so in order that you might the betterarathnd both the theory and practice of this Artl #hat you
might be saved all unnecessary expense. For t®ne have declared this true philosophy withtedl skill that
God has given me. | hope the initiated will oveR@my verbal inaccuracy into which | have fallenddhat they
will be induced by my example to abstain from wlilfunisleading anxious enquirers. | may have fallgo some
errors of detail, but as to the gist of my worknbw what | have written, And that it is God's otsuth.
Explanation of the Saying of Adam
When God had created our first parent Adam, anlisetn Paradise, He shewed him two things, nanegyth and
water. Earth is fixed and indestructible, wateratatile and vaporous. These two contain the el¢snefall created
things: water contains air, and earth fire -- ahthese four things the whole of creation is congabsn earth are
enclosed fire, stones, minerals, salt, mercury,ahehanner of metals; in water, and in air, allnmer of living and
organic substances, such as beasts, birds, fidss, blood, bones, wood, trees, flowers, anddsaVo all these
things God imparted their efficacy and virtue, anthjected them to the mastery and use of Adam. élgoe may
see how all these things are adapted to the huody) Bnd are such as to meet the requirements ofdture. He
may incorporate the virtue of outward substanceadsymilating them in the form of food. In the sawsgy, his
mind is suitably constructed for the purpose ohig a rational knowledge of the physical worldaT this is the
case, you may see from the first chapter of Genesis
On the sixth day of the first year of the worldattis to say, on the 15th day of March, God cre#iedirst man,
Adam, of red earth, in a field near Damascus, witleautiful body, and after His own image. WhenAdeas
created, he stood naked before the Lord, and witstetched hands rendered thanks to Him, sayingr@®, Thy



hands have shaped me: now remember, | pray Thegdtk of Thy hands, which Thou hast clothed wigsi, and

strengthened with bones, and grant me life andhfpkindness.

So the Lord endowed Adam with great wisdom, andh suarvellous insight that he immediately, withcu help

of any teacher -- simply by virtue of his origimajhteousness -- had a perfect knowledge of therséleral arts,

and of all animals, plants, stones, metals and raisieNay, what is more, he had perfect understandi the Holy

Trinity, and of the coming of Christ in the fled¥ioreover, Adam was the Lord, King, and Ruler ofcdher

creatures which, at the Divine bidding, were brdughim by the angel to receive their names. Tdilsreatures

acknowledged Adam as their Lord, seeing that it mato whom the properties and virtues of all tkimgere to be
made known. Now the wisdom, and knowledge of atigh, which Adam had received, enabled him to olestre
properties, the origin, and the end of all thirde.noted the division and destruction, the birtti dacay of physical
substances. He saw that they derive their origimfthe dry and the moist elements, and that thewagain
transmuted into the dry and the moist. Of all thibéegs Adam took notice, and especially of thatohtis called
the first Matter. For he who knows how all thinge ransmuted into their first Matter, has no needsk any
guestions. It was that which existed in the begigriefore God created heaven and earth; and dtutnafy be
made one new thing which did not exist before, & aarth, fire, water, air, Sun, Moon, Stars, inrshe new world.

As in the beginning all things were created newthsoe is a kind of new creation out of the fingbstance in our

Art. Now although God warned Adam generally noteweeal this first substance -- viz., the moist greldry

elements -- yet He permitted him to impart the klealge to his son Seth. Abel discovered the Artiarself, by

the wisdom which God had given him, and inscribeé@ecount of it on beechen tablets. He was alsfirgteo
discover the art of writing; further, he foretoletdestruction of the world by the Flood, and wiat¢hese things
on wooden tablets, and hid them in a pillar of stamhich was found, long afterwards, by the chitdoé Israel

Thus you see that our Art was a secret from thénbétg, and a secret it will remain to the endtaf tvorld. For

this reason it is necessary carefully to consitidhat is said about it, and especially the wasfithe Lord to Adam:

for they exhibit in a succinct form the secretlu whole Art.
Explanation of the Saying of Abel
This saying partly explains itself, and is partiplined by what we said about God's words to Adéet.| will
add a few remarks concerning it. Man hath withim tie virtue and efficiency of all things, wheneeis called a
small world, and is compared to the large worldduse the bones which are beneath his skin, anbgups
body, may be likened to the mountains and storiedlgsh to the earth, his veins to the rivers, hisdsmall veins to
the brooks which are discharged into them. Thethgedne sea into which the great and small rifiers, his hair
resembles the growing herbs -- and so with allroplaets of his body. Again, his inward parts, sastthe heart,
lungs, and liver, are comparable to the metals.l#ies have their head in the earth (i.e., thénjl@sd their roots in
the air, as the Sages say, that the root of thisierals is in the air, and their head in the earttat which ascends
by distillation is volatile, and is in the air; thahich remains at the bottom, and is fixed, istibad, which is in the
earth. Therefore, the one must always exist inwgmtjon with the other if it is to be effectual. itee man may be
compared to an inverted tree: for he has his raotkis hair, in the air, while other trees hawveirttairs. or their
roots, in the earth.

And of our Stone, too, the Sages have justly s&tlit has its head in the earth, and its roohédir. This

similitude has a two-fold interpretation. Firsttiwregard to the place in which our Matter is fousecondly, with

regard to the dissolution and second conjunctiath@fStone. For when our Stone rises upward irlgmbic, it has
its root in the air; but if it would regain its Wire and strength, it must once more return toattheand then it has
its head and perfect potency in the earth. Henc&tane, too, is not inaptly denominated a smallayat is called
the mountain of mountains, from which our ore i\, since it is evolved from the first substainta way
analogous to that in which the great world wastetaKnow that if you bury anything in [the] eartind it rots, as
food is digested in the human body, and the goseparated from the subtle, and that which id fedim that
which is pure, then that which is pure is the fivgttter which has been set free by decay. If yadeustand this,
you know the true Art. But keep it to yourself, azabt not pearls before swine; for the vulgar régar Art with
ignorant contempt.

Explanation of the Saying of Seth, Son of Adam.

By "acid which is to be subjected to coction, amthémuted into ashes, "the Sage Seth means distileer, which
we call seed. If this, by diligent coction, is cended into a body -- which he calls ashes -- thly huses its
blackness by being washed till it becomes whitg; g constant coction, all blackness and grossiihpare

removed. If it were not for this earth, the spivituld never be coagulated; for it would have noybiotb which it

could enter -- seeing that it cannot be coagulatetifixed anywhere but in its own body. On the ptrend, the
spirit purifies its body, as Seth says, and makesite. He says further: "If you diligently heatand free it from
its blackness, it is changed into a Stone, whidalked the white coin of the Stone. "That is tg, kit is slowly



heated with a gentle fire, it is by degrees chargeda body which resists fire, and is named a&tdt is fixed,
and it has a brilliantly white appearance. A coiis icalled, because, as he who has a coin mayaseowith it
bread or whatever else he needs, so he who haSttrie may purchase for himself health, wisdongéwity, gold,
silver, gems, etc. Hence it is justly called thanCsince it can buy what all the riches in the ida@annot procure. It
is struck By the Sages, who, instead of the imdgeprince, impress upon it their own image. Thereit is
denominated the COIN of the SAGES, because itgis ttwn money, struck in their own mint
Again, when the Sage says, "Heat the Stone hlldaks [itself], and dissolve it in the well-tempéwater of the
Moon," he means that the Stone must be heatedabywthich is in itself, until it is changed into wator dissolved.
All this is done by its own agency; for the body#@led Moon, when it has been changed into wated;the
extracted spirit, or distilled water, is called S&or the element of [the] air is concealed ifbitf the body must be
broken in its own water, or dissolved by itselfeThvell-tempered water of the Moon" is the gentiward heat
which changes it into water, and yields two wateis, the distilled spirit, and the dissolved bodhese two
waters are again united by slow and gentle coctiandistilled spirit becoming coagulated into a¥ahe
dissolved body becoming a spirit The fixed becorwatile, and the volatile fixed, by dissolutiondacoagulation,
and both assume, first a white, and then a reducolthe change to white and red is produced bygémee water,
and the white is always followed by the red, justlee black is followed by the white. When the Ssaygs, in
conclusion, "that the whole can be accomplisheg wiith the best acid, through the power of God albhe means
that the one thing from which alone our Stone capiocured may be compared to the sharpest acithahdy
means of our Art, this acid is changed into thda béearthly things, which all the treasures ofiatigs and princes
are not sufficient to buy
Explanation of the Saying of Isindrus
Good Heavens! How skilfully the Sages have contritceconceal this matter. It would surely have bieerbetter if
they had abstained from writing altogether. Forgkigeme obscurity of their style has overwhelnfexisands in
ruin, and plunged them into the deepest poverpeaally those who set about this task without ethenslightest
knowledge of Nature, or of the requirements of Arr What the Sages write is strictly true; but yeannot
understand it unless you are already initiatedhéndecrets of this Art. Yea, even if you were atboof the
Doctors, and a Light of the World, you would beeatdl see ho meaning in their words without thisvidedge.
They have written, but you are none the wiser. Thedf/wished to communicate the secret to theitqrdy; but a
jealous feeling prevented them from doing so innplienguage. To the uninitiated reader these wofdsindrus
must appear nothing short of nonsense: "Greatigith because the air corrects the thing, iffhis or thick, hot or
cold." But the Sage means that when it ascendsthéthvater, it is hot air, for fire and air bear &tone like secret
fire concealed therein, and the water which ascéods the earth, by that ascension becomes airttdandand
when it descends, it descends into water whichatosffire; thus the earth is purified, seeing thatwater takes
[the] fire with it into the earth. For the firetise Soul, and the Moon the Spirit. Therefore, tihésagreat, because it
bears with it water and fire, and imparts themltshéngs, though thereby (by this loss of watesplf becomes
cold. Then the air becomes thick, when with ite firis transmuted into the body, and thus theairects the thing
by its thickness. For it bears out our Stone aarities it in, and purifies it both in its ascentlan its descent. In the
same way air purifies all things that grow (i.damns), gives them their food (i.e., water), angh@nts to them its
fire, by which they are sustained. Of this you magvince yourself by ocular demonstration. Fordheears the
clouds, and sheds them upon earth in the formiof vehich rain contains secret fire derived frora grarth, and the
rays of the Sun by which it was drawn upward -- drisl fire it gives to all things as food. And altigh the rays of
the Sun and Moon are immeasurably subtle, switt,iatangible; yet the rays of our Sun and Moonrateh
swifter and more subtle than those which are reckby the plants in their growth. For the earttredig the rays of
the Sun and Moon, and they sustain in the most eidaldmanner things of vegetable growth; and allthing rays
of the Sun and Moon nourish all created things.dyothis digestion they obtain their life. For thésason the air
may be called great, because through the gracedft&ccomplishes great things.
Again, when the Sage says, "If the air become&thie., when the Sun turns aside, or is changjbére is a
thickness, till it rises," he means that if thetitled water which is taken for the Sun, or firppaoaches its body,
and is changed into it, then the Sun stoops dowhea®arth. Thereby the air becomes thick, beimgbto the
earth, and if the Sun is once more elevated thieegiomes thin; that is to say, when the waterti@eted from the
earth by means of the alembic, the fire rises ugwiag., the Sun is exalted, and the air beconias Again, when
he says, "This also is hot and cold, and thickresd,thinness, or softness," the Sage means th&uth is hot, and
the Moon cold; for the earth, when dissolved, ssMoon, and water, in which is fire, is the Sures two must be
conjoined in an inseparable union. This union ezmtiem to reduce the elements of all metallicarichal bodies,
into which they are injected, to perfect purity dalth. When the Sage adds that thickness andetssrdenote
summer and winter, he means that our Art is mingketthickness and thinness, or two elements whiaktrhe



united by gentle warmth, like that of winter andrsuer combined. This temperate warmth, which resesithiat of
a bath, brings the Sun and Moon together. Thusé Hay the grace of God, interpreted to you thelpalic saying
of Isindrus.
Explanation of the Saying of Anaxagoras.
From the beginning of all things God is. He is tikd to light and fire, and He may be likened tolétier in His
essence, because fire is the first principle oftatigs that are seen and grow. In the same wayfjrit principle of
our Art is fire. Heat impels Nature to work, andt®working are manifested Body, Spirit, and Soldit is, earth
and water. Earth is the Body, oil the Soul, andew#te Spirit; and all this is accomplished throtigg Divine
goodness and lenity, without which Nature can dihing; or, as the Sage says: "God's lenity rulethadgs; and
beneath the thickness of the earth, after creatienrevealed lenity and integrity.” That is to:d&yhe earth is
separated from the water, and itself dissolved @iitand water, the oil is integrity, and the watsmity; for the
water imparts the soul to the oil and to the baahd [the body] receives nothing but what is imphtteit by
heaven, that is, by the water -- and the watesusaled under the oil, the oil under the earth.tReffire is subtle,
and floats upward from the earth with subtle watarsl is concealed in the earth. Now oil and ait @arth are
purified by their own spirit Therefore the oil igtégrity in the body, and the spirit lenity. Anabthpirit in the first
operation descends to the body and restores liteetbody; although the oil is pure and remainé wie body, yet
it cannot succour the body without the help ofgpgit; for the body suffers violence and anguidtilavit is
dissolved and purified. Then, again, the "thicknefghie earth” is transmuted into a thin substasumh as water or
oil, and thus the "lenity" is seen in the body. Bar body is so mild or soft as to be changedster, or oil,
although before it was quite dry. Therefore osén in the earth, which is the fatness or lifthefwater, i.e., an
union of fire, air, and water. Now give the watethe body to drink, and it will be restored t@liAnd though
those three elements have ascended from the gatttie virtue remains with the body, as you maytse
dissolving it into oil and water. But the oil caniroperate without the spirit, nor can the spiriabguit without the
oil and the body. Therefore they must be united; @h"lenity" and "integrity" are seen in the bodhen it is
transmuted to white and red.
Explication of the Opinion of Pythagoras.
This Sage asks what that is which is touched, abchgt seen. He means that the substance whickpsaed by
our Art is one thing, which is tangible and invisibThat is to sayi, it is felt, but not seen, rothie mode of its
operation known. He who knows it, but knows nobip&ration, as yet knows nothing as he ought. @iésthing,
which alone is profitable for the purposes of out, Aroceeds from a certain dark place, wherenbisseen, nor are
its operation or its virtue known to any but thi¢tigted. A great mystery is also concealed in thegtht itself,
namely, air and fire, or the Sun, the Moon, andStas. This is concealed in it, and yet is inl&silas the Sage
says: What is not seen, or known, is only heavéat Which is felt, and not seen, is earth. Eadlisshe Sage, is
thickness, or body, which is found at the bottonthef Matter, has accumulated in the Matter, ancbeafelt and
known. By the words, "that is between heaven amtheahich is not known," (ie., in the world), t8&age means
that the Matter of our Stone is found in the smaitld; not in rocks and mountains, or in the edotht, between
heaven and earth, i.e., in the air. Again, whesayes that "in it are senses, and entirety, as staste, hearing,
touch," he would teach us that in human naturestigentirety of mind and perception; for man caow, feel, and
understand. He would also teach us how our Stotelie found, namely, by sight, hearing, smelkegtaand touch.
By sight, because the Matter of the Stone is thackhin and clear, and turns black, white, and Bydsmell,
because, when its impurity is purged away, it emitsost sweet fragrance. By taste, because isishiitter and
disagreeable, but afterwards becomes most pleBgaouch, because that sense enables us to digingatween
the hard and the soft, the gross and the subtieiclea water and earth, and between the differagestof
distillation, putrefaction, dissolution, coagulatjdermentation, and injection, which the substagmes through.
The different processes of the task are perceivttdthe senses, and it should be accomplished mithity-six
days.
Loosening of the Knot of Aristeus
"Take the body which | have shewn you, and beatatthin leaves," i.e., take the earth which cksato our
substance, and, by having become dry, becomedevimildl knowable; for now it is water and earth. €heth is
thusshewn and divided into two parts, earth and water. hat earth be taken, placed in a phial, and putviaman
bath, by the warmth of which it is dissolved, thghuts own internal coction, into water; this theg® calls beating
into thin leaves. The body which is thus obtairedariously described as the Philosopher's StartheoStone of
leaves. "Add some of our salt water, and thiséswiater of life." That means: After its dissolutiomo water, it
must receive our salt water to drink, for this wdtas been previously distilled from it, and is teter of life; for
the soul and spirit of the body are hidden iniiifl & is called our sea water; the same also isataral name,
because it is obtained from the invisible hiddesm @the Sages, the sea of the smaller world. BEoAd is called



the smaller world, and thus it is the water of sea. If this water is added to the body, and heateldourified with
it, the body is purged by long coction, and itsoewmlchanges from black to a brilliant white, white water is
coagulated, and forms, by indissoluble union wlité body, the imperishable Philosopher's Stone, wjriei must
use to the glory of God, and the good of your nedgyin.
Exposition of the Sayings of Parmenides.

Jealous Sages have named many waters and metadand, simply for the purpose of deceiving yargn the
philosophers would warn us that they have usedsggclest the whole mystery should be manifestédrball the
world. Those who follow the letter of their diremtis are sure to be led astray, and to miss enthelyrue
foundation of our Art. The fault, however, lies math the Sages so much as with the ignoranceeif thaders.
The Sages name it a stone; and so it is a storiehvwehdug up from our mine. They speak of metag] there are
such things as metals liquefied from our ore. Témgak of water; but our water we obtain from oun®pring. The
red and white sulphur they refer to are obtainechfour air. Their salt is obtained from our salbes. It is our Sun,
our verdigris, halonitre, alkali, orpiment, arser@ar poison, our medicine, etc. By whatever namey tall it they
cannot make it more than one thing. It is rightiscribed by all the Sages, but not plainly enowghitfe uninitiated
enquirer. For such an one knows neither the substaor its operation. The Sage says: "Relinquish Bloon, and
Venus for our ore," i.e., it is not to be foundaimy earthly metals, but only in our ore. Whoevghtly understands

the concluding words of the Sage has receivedat btessing at the hand of God.
Explanation of the Saying of Lucas.

By the living water of the Moon this Sage meanswater, which is twofold. The distilled water itMoon; the

Sun, or fire, is hidden in it, and is the Fathealbthings. Hence it is compared to a man, becth&s&un is in the

water. It is also called living water; for the liéé the dead body is hidden in the water. It iswlager of the Moon,

because the Sun is the Father and the Moon thegvld#ence, also, they are regarded as husband ifsdhive

Body is the Moon, or Mother, and the distilled wate male principle, rises upward from the eaatt] for that

reason is sometimes called Moon. For it is the naftthe Moon, or Body. It has left the Body, andsnenter it
again before our Art can be perfected. Hence thidyBor Moon, has well been designated the femateipte, and

the water, or Sun, the male principle, for reasshieh have been set forth at length in this book.
Again, when the Sage says, "Coagulate it aftefashion,” those last three words mean that the Inoalst receive
its spirit to drink gradually, and little by littleintil it recovers its life, and health, and sg#m which takes place by
means of the same gentle heat which digests fotteistomach, and matures fruit in its place. Er dur custom
to eat, drink, and live in gentle warmth. By thégimen our body is preserved, and all that is &mna unprofitable is
driven out from our body. According to the saméhfas of gentle coction, all that is fetid and blaslgradually
purged out of our Stone. For when the Sage sajer'@afdir fashion," he wishes to teach you that tieparation of
the Stone bears a strict analogy to the proceggbe buman body. That the chemical developmewtuofsubstance
is internal, and caused by the operation of Nagmekof its four elements, the Sage indicates byvibrels,
"Everything is already coagulated." The substamrgains all that is needed; there is nothing tadéed or taken
away, seeing that it is dissolved and again cogpbioy its own inherent properties. When the Sagérees, "I bid
you take water of life, which descends from the Moand pour it upon our earth till it turns whitbg means that if
water and earth are separated from each otherttisedry body is our earth, and the extracted wattdre water of
the Moon, or water of life. This process of adfusidesiccation, attrition, coagulation, etc., isaated till the body
turns white; and then takes place on conglutinatidrich is indissoluble. "Then," as the Sage says,have our
Magnesia, and the Nature of natures rejoicessgist and body become one thing: they were onegthand after
separation have once more become one thing; thierefbe nature rejoices in the restoration of thero
Exposition of the Saying of Ethelius.

He says: "Heat our Stone until it shines like dizegmarble; then it becomes great, and a mystio&tfor sulphur
added to sulphur preserves it on account of ire§is." That is to say: When the moist and the dwelbeen
separated, the dry which lies at the bottom, amdlied our Stone, is as black as a raven. It ineistubjected to the
coction of our water (separated from it), untibises its blackness, and becomes as white as nigzatirble. Then
it is the mystic Stone which by coction has beangmuted into fixed mercury with the blessing oiGbhe Stone
is mystic, or secret, because it is found in aetquace, in an universally despised substanceent@ione looks for
the greatest treasure of the world. Hence it mdi/bweecalled The HIDDEN STONE. By the joining ofdw
sulphurs and their mutual preservation, he meaithiough, after the separation of spirit and bdldgre seem to
be two substances, yet, in reality, there is omly substance; so the body which is below is "sulpland the spirit
which is above is also "sulphur.” Now, when theispéturns to the body, one sulphur is added tutfzar; and they
are bound together by a mutual fitness, since tld lsannot be without the spirit, nor the spiritheiut the body.
Hence there are these two sulphurs in the bodyeith@nd the white, and the white sulphur is inttiaek body,
while the red is hid beneath it. If the spirit imdually added to the body, it is entirely coagdainto the body,



sulphur is added to sulphur, and perfection idregththrough the fitness which exists between thEm. body
receives nothing but its own spirit; for it hasaieed its soul, and what has been extracted frbodg can be joined
to nothing but that same body. The spirit delightsothing so much as in its own soul, and its dedy. Hence the
Sage says: "When the spirit has been restorectbdtly, the sulphur to the sulphur, and the waténé earth, and
all has become white, then the body retains thdt,spind there can be no further separation."Thushave the well
purged earth of the Sages, in which we sow oungraito infinity, that it may bring forth much ftui
Explanation of the Saying of Pythagoras.

You have good cause to wonder at the great vaoietyays in which the Sages have expressed the gange
Nevertheless, their descriptions apply only to btadter, and their sayings refer only to a singlestance. For
when our Sage says, "We give you directions comegmhese things: We tell you that it is dry watike the water
of the Moon, which you have prepared, "he meansweaSages must give directions, according to &gt bf our
ability. If those directions, rightly understoody dot answer the purpose, you may justly chargeitisfraud and

imposture. But if you fail through not taking oueaming, you must blame your own unspeakable stypighich
follows the letter, but not the spirit of our ditens. When the Sage further says that it muskdtshown water, he
would teach you that after the separation of thyefidrm the moist, the water extracted from the bisdie right
water, and the water of the Moon, prepared by fadtion and distillation. This extracted waterégarded as the
male principle, and the earth, or body, as the fempanciple. The water of the husband must noviolbeed in
conjugal union to that of the wife; the body mudtintervals, drink of its own prepared water, aedome ever
purer, the more it drinks, till it turns most womnfil#ly white. Then it is called "our calx," and yeoust pour the
water of our calx upon the body, until it is coaget, becoming tinged, and a most bright qualityrres to it, and
the body itself is saturated with its own moistufeiou wish to obtain the red tincture, you shodigsolve and
coagulate, and go through the whole process owanaygerily, this is God's own truth, an accuraieyple, and
plain statement of the requirements of our Art.
Explanation of the Emerald Table of Hermes.

Hermes is right in saying that our Art is true, dnad been rightly handed down by the Sages; abhtdaxoncerning
it have arisen through false interpretation ofrihestic language of the philosophers. But, sincg Hre loth to
confess their own ignorance, their readers prefeay that the words of the Sages are imposturéadsehood. The
fault really lies with the ignorant reader, who do®t understand the style of the Philosophers the
interpretation of our books, they would suffer tiseiwes to be guided by the teaching of Naturegeratian by their
own foolish notions, they would not miss the maskhspelessly. By the words which follow: "That whis above
is also that which is below," he describes the dtatf our Art, which, thougbne, is divided into two things, the
volatile water which rises upward, and the eartlictvties at the bottom, and becomes fixed. But witrerreunion
takes place, the body becomes spirit, and thet figidomes body, the earth is changed into watebanodmes
volatile, the water is transmuted into body, anddmees fixed. When bodies become spirits, and sfidties, your
work is finished, for then that which rises upwardl that which descends downward become one bdutyefore
the Sage says that that which is above is thathwikibelow, meaning that, after having been seedrato two
substances (from being one substance), they aie j@g@ed together into one substance, i.e., anmumihich can
never be dissolved, and possesses such virtuefficatg that it can do in one moment what the Sannot
accomplish in a thousand years. And this miracler@mught by a thing which is despised and rejebtethe
multitude. Again, the Sage tells us that all thimgge created, and are still generated, from osedubstance and
consist of the same elementary material; and gfttst substance God has appointed the four elenahich
represent a common material into which it mighthagis be possible to resolve all things. Its devalant is
brought about by the distillation of the Sun andddoFor it is operated upon by the natural hegh®fSun Moon,
which stirs up its internal action, and multiplesch thing after its kind, imparting to the substaa specific form.
The soul, or nutritive principle, is the earth whieceives the rays of the Sun and Moon, and thdréaeds her
children as with mother's milk. Thus the Sun isfttber, the Moon is the mother, the earth theewand in this
substance is that which we require. He who canitaded prepare it is truly to be envied. It is @egied by the Sun
and Moon in the form of a vapour, and collectethimplace where it is found. When Hermes adds'thatair
bears it in its womb, the earth is its nurse, thel& world its Father," he means that when thetamiog of our
Stone is dissolved, then the wind bears it in ibgnlv, i.e., the air bears up the substance in the & water, in
which is hid fire, the soul of the Stone, and fsehe Father of the whole world. Thus, the votasiibstance rises

upward, while that which remains at the bottonth&"whole world" (seeing that our Art is compated "small
world "). Hence Hermes calls fire the father of dieole world, because it is the Sun of our Art, airddMoon, and
water ascend from it; the earth is the nurse oStome, i.e., when the earth receives the rayseoSun and Moon, a
new body is born, like a new foetus in the mothedsnb. The earth receives and digests the ligistusf and Moon,
and imparts food to its foetus day by day, tithétcomes great and strong, and puts off its blackaed defilement,



and is changed to a different colour. This, "childhich is called "our daughter," represents oumstavhich is born
anew of the Sun and Moon, as you may easily seenwie spirit, or the water that ascended, is gihdu
transmuted into the body, and the body is born aa@d grows and increases in size like the foettiké mother's
womb. Thus the Stone is generated from the filsstsunce, which contains the four elements; it @ight forth by
two things, the body and the spirit; the wind betais its womb, for it carries the Stone upwardrir earth to
heaven, and down again from heaven to earth. THeuStone receives increase from above and frorwhelad is
born a second time, just as every other foetusheiated in the maternal womb; as all created shtimigng forth
their young, even so does the air, or wind, briomghf our Stone. When Hermes adds, "Its power, ibue;j is entire,
when it is transmuted into earth," he means thanithe spirit is transmuted into the body, it reesiits full
strength and virtue. For as yet the spirit is vtdaand not fixed, or permanent. If it is to beefil, we must proceed
as the baker does in baking bread. We must impdyteolittle of the spirit to the body at a timas} as the baker
only puts a little leaven to his meal, and witkedvens the whole lump. The spirit, which is oavien, in like
fashion transmutes the whole body into its own &uize. Therefore the body must be leavened agdiagain,
until the whole lump is thoroughly pervaded witle fower of the leaven. In our Art the body leaviesspirit, and
transmutes it into one body, and the spirit leatbeshody, and transmutes it into one spirit Araltiho, when they
have become one, receive power to leaven all thingswhich they are injected, with their own uiet
The Sage continues: "If you gently separate théndaym the water, the subtle from the hard, then8tascends
from earth to heaven, and again descends from hdawearth, and receives its virtue from above famih below.
By this process you obtain the glory and brightrafdhie whole world. With it you can put to flighbverty,
disease, and weariness; for it overcomes the sotgtteury, and penetrates all hard and firm bodids.means that
all who would accomplish this task must separatentloist from the dry, the water from the earth. Wager, or
fire, being subtle, ascends, while the body is handl remains where it is. The separation mustberaplished by
gentle heat, i.e., in the temperate bath of theeSaghich acts slowly, and is neither too hot war¢old. Then the
Stone ascends to heaven, and again descends femarhe earth. The spirit and body are first sepdrahen
again joined together by gentle coction, of a tenafpe resembling that with which a hen hatcheslygs. Such is
the preparation of the substance, which is worghwthole world, whence it is also called a "littlend." The
possession of the Stone will yield you the greadetight, and unspeakably precious comfort. It @iflo set forth to
you in a typical form the creation of the worldwlill enable you to cast out all disease from thenan body, to
drive away poverty, and to have a good understgnafithe secrets of Nature. The Stone has virtumttsmute
mercury into gold and silver, and to penetratédatld and firm bodies, such as precious stones atasnYou
cannot ask a better gift of God than this gift, ethis greater than all other gifts. Hence Hermey justly call
himself by the proud title of "Hermes Trismegistwho holds the three parts of the whole world cfdeim."

The Glory of the World (part 4)

Another Tract,

Corresponding To The First, Which May Be Read With Geat Profit.

Preface.

We may justly wonder that the Sages who have wreitgout this most precious and secret Art, haveghbit
necessary to invent so many occult and allegoeigptessions, by means of which our Art is conceat#dnly
from the unworthy but from earnest and diligentstuts of the truth. Foolish persons, indeed, whd their books,
and hear of the riches and all the other good thimgich this Art affords, experience a pleasamditig sensation in
their ears, and straightway behold visions of thelwes sitting on golden thrones, and commandinthaltreasures
of the universe, they fancy that the Art can berled in the twinkling of an eye, soon come to rdghemselves as
great Doctors, and are unable to conceive the lpibgsbf their making a mistake, or being led astby the Sages,
much less are they aware that it has always beeoustom of the philosophers to conceal the fundéethéacts of
this Art and to reveal them to their own sons aisdidles only in sententious allegorical sayings$s impossible to
read through all that the Sages have ever writtethis subject; but it is a still more hopelessentaking to gather
from their books a full and sufficient knowledgeair Art, unless, indeed, God opens your undergtgndnd
gives you a real insight into the natural propsrtiéthings, and thereby into the sayings of theke speak of
them. For it is Nature alone that accomplishesvtli®ous processes of our Art, and a right undedstenof Nature
will furnish you with eyes wherewith to perceivethecrets thereof. Thus Bason says: "Take cari® @atd



anything else; for it is the property of our subs&to overcome all other things." And Bondinutstes that the
whole process is accomplished by means of the waterh issues from the Stone. Alphidius declares the
Philosopher's Stone contains four different natuaad thereby possesses a virtue and efficacyasiahe found in
no other stone. Therefore, the question of the RBgtge Haly, whether there is another stone updh adich may
be compared with our Stone, and possesses thevganderful properties, is answered by Morienus @ th
following words: "I am aware of no other stone gfial excellence, potency, and virtue, for it camgahe four
elements in a visible form, and is singular okitsd among all the created things of the worldth&refore, any
person should take any [other] Stone but the onsadded by this Magistery, his labours must resuflailure.”
Moreover, the ancient Sage Arros says: "Our Stenséless for our purpose, until it be purgedofiibss earth.”
In like manner we are informed by Morienus thategslthe body be purged of its grossness, it cdrenonited to
its spirit; but when it has put off its gross natuhe spirit joins itself to it, and delights thlhecause both have been
freed from all impurity." The truth of his wordsastested by Ascanius in "The Crowd," who saysiripcannot
join themselves to impure bodies; but when the Hua/been well purged, and digested by coctionsiré
becomes united to it, amidst a phenomenal exhibiticall the colours in the world, and the impetfeady is
tinged with the indestructible colour of the ferrhehis ferment is the soul, in and through whilé pirit is joined
to the body, and transmuted with the body intoaleur of the ferment, whereupon all three becomething."
Hence it is well, though somewhat enigmaticallyday the Sages, that there takes place a conjniah of
husband and wife, and that of the two a child is\adter their likeness, just as men generate metals metals,
and all other things that which is like them.
Hence all that would exercise this Art must know pinoperties of the most noble substance theradffalow the
guidance of Nature. But many enquirers conduct thgerations at haphazard, they grope in the @amtt,do not
know whether their art be an imitation of Naturenot. Yet they undertake to correct, and intengHg operation
of Nature. Of such persons Arnold says that they@gch our Art as the ass goes up to the cribkmmtving for
what it opens its mouth. For they do not know whaty would do, nor are they aware that they mggtti to the
teaching of Nature. They seek to do the works dfidg but they will not watch the hand of her whivay pretend
to imitate. Yet our Art has a true foundation intural fact. For Nature prepares the metals in #rthesome
perfect, like gold and silver; others imperfedtelVenus, Mars, Saturn, and Jupiter, accordingedabour and
influence of the planets. He, then, who would aqaiish our Magistery, and desires to participatthis most noble
Art, must know the seed from which the metals ateimrally generated in the earth, which seed we venby
Nature, and purify and prepare it by Art, makingatglorious, and full of wonderful potency, thathwit we can
impart instant purity and perfection to the impetfieodies of men and metals. This seed we musteXiom
perfect, pure, and mature bodies, if we would atthé desired end. Now, in order that you may tbeemeadily
attain this knowledge, | have composed the foll@wimact concerning the first principle of Naturadahe creation
and generation of man -- which the student of oagigtery should diligently peruse, consider, angesli. Then he
will not so easily miss the right path.
The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom
All true Sages and philosophers have earnestlyrgdagbtain a knowledge of Almighty God as Hedgealed in
His marvellous works; this knowledge they attainadso far as it can be attained by the human nbgdliligently
considering the origin and first principles of tdings. For they were enabled to realize the onteipze of the
Creator by the contemplation of the secret powaerd, miraculous virtues, which He has infused irgtural things.
They were led to consider how they might employrtkeowledge for the good of the human race, and they
might reveal it to others, and they received wisdorexpound the first principles of natural thingat more
especially the birth and death of man, in somethkegthe following way: In the beginning God credtall things
out of a subtle liquid, or impalpable vapour whigas neither moist, nor dry, nor cold, nor hot, lgint, nor dark,
but a confused chaos. This subtle vapour Goddirahged into water, which He then separated ifard and a
liquid part, or into earth and water. Out of eletaey water He further evolved air, and out of elataey earth He
brought forth fire, that is, elementary fire. Aridnay still be seen that the two first elementstairthe two last; for
daily experience teaches us that in water theag,isind that in earth there is fire. Out of th€sel created the
firmament, the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, drmtlar natural objects. At last He created a bairigis own
image, which He formed out of moist earth -- ifer,the most part out of earth (which encloses fin@istened with
water (containing air). Hence it is said that maswreated out of the four elements, and he isdall’'small
world." But man lay like one dead upon the grounttjl God breathed into his nostrils the spirititéf, and Adam
became a living soul. In like manner God creatédthker animals, and all plants and minerals, duhe four
elements. Then God set Adam in the Garden of EddParadise, which He had planted with His own Isa@add in
which flourished all manner of flowers, fruit, repherbs, leaves, and grass. Then Adam's heafflledswith joy,
and he understood the great power of his Creatadrpaaised and magnified Him with his lips; at ttiate he



suffered no lack of any thing, having all that hésart desired, and he was appointed lord of aératheatures.
Therefore, the eternal Creator bade the holy argélg every other living being to Adam, that ailgimt
acknowledge him as their lord, and that Adam mggir to each one its own name, and distinguishfiame the
other.
Now when God beheld the animals walking about iraéiae, each with its own mate (except Adam, foonvino
mate was found); when God saw them approaching dniich yet eager to flee from him, because of therence
and awe with which he inspired them -- God saitlis’hot good for man to be alone "; therefore Hesed a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and taking one of his,ritagt far from his heart, He formed it into a béfaltvoman. This
woman God brought unto the man, calling her Evd,gave her to him for a wife, that he might proteet, that she
might obey him, and that they might be fruitful andltiply.
The Glory and Excellence of Adam.
God had appointed that Adam and Eve should spéimdusand years in Paradise, and then be transtatdg,and
soul, to the Eternal Life of Heaven; the same glasidestiny was in reserve for their posterity. #yet man was
pure, good, and sinless, and not subject or lisdmny kind of distemper or sickness. He was aatdptand perfect
in the sight of His Creator, who had made him is blivn image, and given him all the produce of Faeatd eat,
except the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, from alhhe was to abstain on pain of eternal punishniett, bodily
and spiritual. But when he gave ear to the sedusimgls of the Evil One, and ate the forbidden frioé
straightway became poor and wretched, perceivedviiisnakedness, and concealed himself amongstebe of
the garden. He had deserved eternal death, ar@llthviave fallen upon him, if the Son of God, oord.and
Saviour Jesus Christ, had not promised to givefsation for him. Yet in this world God punishedakd with a
heavy yoke of wretchedness, tribulation, povery] disease, followed by the bitter agony of delthalso drove
him forth from Paradise, and laid a heavy cursenithe ground, that thenceforward it should notdpforth fruit of
its own accord, but that it should bear thorns thigtles. Now, when Adam found himself in the midka wild and
uncultivated earth, compelled to gain his breadilbyg the field in the sweat of his brow, andd¢ndure much
suffering, care, and anxiety, he began to thinlossty of what he had done to provoke the wratfsod, to
experience deep sorrow for his grievous sin, anthpore God's gracious mercy and forgiveness prigers
appeased the paternal heart of God, and induceddi@ase the grievous yoke laid upon Adam. Therakfaict of
his punishment, however, remained, and death, thdeferred, at length overtook him. But, as | €agd mitigated
the punishment of Adam, and took away from his rteekgrievous yoke of suffering, by shewing him theans of
warding off the strokes of impending calamity. Bas purpose the natural properties of things wevealed to
Adam by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; and\was taught to prepare medicines out of herbs, st@re metals,
wherewith he might alleviate his hard lot, ward difease, and keep his body in good health urgietid of his
days, which, however, was known to God alone. &thpugh from the very beginning Adam had a cleaigiht
into the working of the natural world, the greatafsall secrets was still hidden from him, till Gode day called
him into Paradise, and set forth to him this mdoued mystery -- the mystery of our Stone -- in filléowing words:
"Behold, Adam, here are two things, the one fixad enmutable, the other volatile and inconstane gteat virtue
and potency that slumber in them you must not deweeall your sons. For | created them for a sgguispose,
which | will now no longer conceal from you." Nowhen Adam had learned the mystery out of God's meuath,
he kept it a strict secret from all his sons, uatilength, towards the close of his life, he aledileave from God to
make the preparation of the Stone known to hisS&th. Unless Adam had possessed the knowledgées afrtat
mystery he would not have been able to prolongjfieiso the age of 300 (let alone 900) years. Fomlas never for
a moment free from an agonizing sense of his qarild, of the terrible evils which he had, by hisobsdience,
brought upon himself and his posterity, who, thtohgs fault, were one and all involved in the candation of
eternal death. If we consider this, it must apeaazing that Adam could keep alive even so lorg siagle year
after his fall; and we thereby clearly perceiveffrthe fact that he attained to so great a lenfytiays) that the
goodness of God must have furnished him with sofaeteserving remedy. If Adam had not possessed ou
Medicine, or Tincture, he could not have borne ngar so much tribulation, anxiety, wretched neggf,gsorrow,
and disease. But against all these ills he usedledicine, which preserved his limbs and his sttietiggm decay,
braced his faculties, comforted his heart, refrddtie spirit, relieved his anxiety, fortified hisontal body against
all manner of disease, and, in short, guarded rom &ll evil until the last hour of his life.
At length, however, Adam found that the Remedy madbnger any power to strengthen him, or to prglbis life.
So he began to consider his end, refrained froryagpthe Medicine any more, threw himself upon thercy of
God, and sent his son Seth (to whom he had confldedecret), to she gate of Paradise, to demand ebthe
fruit of the Tree of Life. His request was deniechhwhereupon he returned, and carried back tdaliier the
answer of the Angel. It was heavy news for Adamowhw felt that his end was approaching, and toeeefent
Seth a second time to fetch the oil of mercy. Befwe could return, Adam died; but, at the biddihGod, Seth



obtained from the Angel some olive stones fromTiree of the Oil of Mercy, and planted them on hithér's
grave, where they grew into the tree from which@ness of our Blessed Redeemer was made. Thugtitinoa
carnal sense the Oil was denied to Adam, and btdughno surcease from temporal death; yet, inidgtsal sense,
it was freely given to him and obtained for him atichis offspring eternal life, and free, gracipaad merciful
forgiveness of all their sins, concerning which Godmised that He would remember them no more.

Thus, through the Heavenly Tree of Life, God figfil the prayer of our first parent Adam, and grdmitis request
in a way which he had not looked for; and he nastemthe joy which is at the right hand of God, &srfdr ever
removed from the hostile power of hunger, thirstath cold, death, and all the other evils whickHles heir to. Let
us then diligently strive to realize that the Mysgtef the Redemption is the most precious, the rarsellent, and
the most awful of the mysteries revealed by Gooham, a mystery which no human thought can sourdiydaich
no human lips can ever fully utter. But of this AiMystery, or Medicine of the Soul, God has alsstbwed upon
us an earthly antitype, or Medicine of the Bodyngans of which wretched man may, even in thisdyacure
himself against all bodily distempers, put to fligimxiety and care, and refresh and comfort histlieahe hour of
trouble -- namely, the Mystery of the Sages, orMleglicine of the Philosophers. If, therefore, a mauld be
perfectly happy in this world, and in the worlddome, he should earnestly and devoutly strive toime possessed
of these two Remedies; and for this purpose, haldharn to God with his whole heart, and ask fig gracious
help, without which neither can be obtained; amdyva all, he should be most eager to receive thaidely by
which the soul is healed of the mortal diseaserof s

This is the true fountain of the Sages; and therething like it upon earth, but one eternal thimgwhich the
mortal body may, in this vale of tears, be fortifiggainst all accidental disease, shielded fronp#mgs of poverty,
and rendered sound, healthy, and strong, beinggeut against all mischances to the very end; gnahiich also
metallic bodies may. be changed into gold througliekening of the process which Nature uses irhgeat of the
earth. The preparation and effects of this Stoaenat unjustly considered to bear a close analoglye creation of
the world; therefore, | thought well to give an agnt of it from the very beginning.

I will now proceed briefly to expound my view ofighArt, which, as all Sages testify, correspondstnetosely to
the creation and generation of man. | will attetoptnake my meaning as plain as | dare, for theygdbthe Holy
Trinity, and the good of all Christian believershégh God had created the world, and adorned italitmanner of
green things, herbs, roots, leaves, flowers, geastalso with animals and minerals, he blessed,thad appointed
that everything should bring forth fruit and sed@raits kind. Only Adam (who is our Matter) wastyet in a
position to produce any fruit out of himself. Beddre could propagate his species, it was necefsrs part of
him should be taken away, and again joined to ham, his wife Eve. Hereunto we must understantigbdong as
our substance is still gross and undivided, itaduce no fruit It must first be divided, the dalitom the gross,
or the water from the earth. The water is Eveherdpirit; the earth Adam, or the body. And asnttade is useless
for purposes of generation until it be united te thmale, so our earth is dead till it is quickebgdhe union with
water. This is what that ancient Sage, Hermes, medien he says that the dead must be raised tatitethe
feeble made strong.

It is necessary, then, to unite body and soultarhange that which is below into that which isah i.e., body
into spirit, and spirit into body. By this expremsiyou are to understand not that the spirit slfiis changed into a
body, or that the body by itself is changed in&pait, but that both are united, and that theisgr water,
dissolves, or resuscitates the body, or earth,enh body attracts the spirit, or water; and thay are thus joined
into one substance, the earth being softened bwaler, and the water hardened by the earth hebdys in the
street pour water on dry dust, and knead the wihtdeone mass. For this reason the Sages callrogeps child's
play, in which the death of one is the life of titker, i.e., in which the hardness of the one ftesed by the other,
and vice versa, seeing that the two are nothindpbdy and spirit originally belonging together. Whe
contemplating this union, the Sage, Hermes, bfwstls into the following exclamation: "Oh, how stig,
victorious, and precious is this nature that sqpaakably comforts its supplementary nature!" Tlaure is water,
which stirs up and quickens the nature of the bbf#ynce it is said that Adam, or the body, wouldibad without
Eve, the spirit; for when the water has been tistifrom our substance. the body lies dead aneébatthe bottom
of the alembic, and is described by the Sagesiag,bafter the loss of its spirit, black, poisonpasd deadly. If the
body is to be resuscitated, it must be renderddrfigeneration by being purged of its blackness fatid smell, and
then its sweat or spirit must be restored to &;ghirit cannot conceive unless the body be allowwexinbrace its
Eve, or spirit. Senior says that the higher vapoust be brought back to the lower vapour; the Eviater is the
King that descends from heaven, and leads thebsmld to its body which is thereby quickened from diead.
Observe that in the body there is hidden fixed salich slumbers there just as the male seed sliedbe Adam.
This the spirit, or Eve, attracts, and thus becopnegnant; that is to say: The seed of the bodyctwive call fixed
salt, is extracted from the body by its own watenith has before been separated from it), anchidereed so subtle



and volatile that it ascends with the spirit tovrea Then we say that the fixed has become valatit the dead
has been revived, and that the body has receifegeftdim its spirit. On this account the water iled by some
Sages the living water of the man, since it isaoted from the body, or man; and Lucas enjoin® uake it, and
heat it after the fashion of Nature. Other Sagégtuabody the "black soil," because in it thesfiksalt is concealed
from view, like the seed in the ground. Others,mgeall it the "black raven,"” which has in its m#ve "white
dove"; and the water which is distilled from thedlgaghey call the "virgin's milk," -- by which thehite dove must
be brought forth from the black raven. In shorgsin things are described by the Sages under avairéetly of
names; but the meaning of those names is the danigs fashion the water is embraced by the bodytae seed
of the body, or the fixed salt, makes the wategpaat. For the water dissolves the body, and hgassrd with it
some particles of the fixed salt; and the oftehir process is repeated, the thicker does the Wwatayme. Hence
the repetition of the process is a most importanmtiHermes says that when he saw the water grigdyraiw
thicker and harder, he rejoiced, for thereby henktieat he should find what he sought. The watem timust be
poured upon the body, and heated with it, till boely is dissolved, and then again extracted @llibdy is
coagulated. Thus the body must be well broken ng,pairified by washing. This process of affusiod amtraction
must be repeated until all the salt, or potencyeffidacy, has been extracted from the body. Thibé case when
the water becomes white and thick, and, in the,dwdd and solid like ice, while in the heat it tadike butter.
Now, when nothing more can be extracted from traybthe residuum must be removed,; for it is theesilypous
part of the substance. This is what the Sages mvban they say: In the preparation we remove thatinis
superfluous; but otherwise our whole Magisterydsaamplished with one single substance, nothinggadded,
and nothing taken away, except that which is reallyerfluous; for it possesses in abundance aligheeeded,
namely, the water, or "white, flaky earth,” whiclustbe injected into "living mercury;" that so tih@nsmutation
into good and fixed silver may take place. But sthimg much more noble and precious is conceal¢lisrwater
(fixed salt), which grows and grows like the infamthe mother's womb. For as the embryo in thaimathich is
first a mere seed, grows, and is gradually transchirtto flesh and blood, ie., into a thicker subsé till at length
the limbs are formed; so this water grows fromwiméte colour which distinguishes it at first, fillis changed to
another colour. (For the embryo, too, is transmtitech the natural colour of the embryo into flestddlood.) The
substance at length assuming a red colour, magimpared to the forming of the infant's limbs; ithen that we
first see what is to become of it. When you pereehis final transmutation -- the germ of which iayhe
substance all along -- you may well rejoice; fouymve attained the object of your desire.
Thus | have described the union of the man and wgihat is to say, of the body and spirit, by meainshich the
child is conceived in the water, and the whitereedgacted from the black body. Nor do we need dnygtklse,
except, as Morienus says, time and patience. Taguwated water is the "white, flaky earth," in elhthe Sage
bids us sow our gold and silver that they may Ifeétra hundred-thousand-fold. This is the "clearisg" of the
Count of Trevisa, in which the King bathes, thongh assisted by any of his ministers, who only Wdtis clothes
until he has dried up the whole spring, when heesaltl his ministers lords and kings such as heawv#{se time of
his entering the bath. But now the King's digngéytiree times as great as it was before; he wetree-fold
diadem on his head, and is arrayed in garmentstiia¢ like carbuncles and amethysts, and benleath he wears
the tunic of purity, and is bound with the girdierighteousness. He is the most glorious King f&f, livhose power
transcends all human thought At his side is selaitedure and chaste queen, sprung of his own seeldpf these
two are born many royal children. The redness ikealed and preserved in the whiteness, which naidie
extracted, but subjected to gentle coction urdifutl crimson glory flames forth This whitenesghisis referred to in
"The Crowd": "If you see that after the blackndssé follows a whiteness, be sure that after thisewbss will
come a redness: for the redness slumbers in thewess, and should not be extracted, but gentigtieantil the
whole turns red." Let what | have now said suffjoe.
Hermes [says]:
You must have a good knowledge of the True Priraiflboth Natural and Artificial Substances. Fomie knows
not the true First Principle will never attain tetend.
The Love Of God And
Of Your Neighbour
Is The Perfection Of All Wisdom.
To Love God Is The Highest Wisdom,
And
Time Is Our Possession.
Unto Him Be All Honour, Praise, And Glory
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Chapter |
All temporal things derive their origin, their etéace, and their essence from the earth, accotditige succession
of time. Their specific properties are determingdhe outward and inward influences of the stas@anets, (such
as the Sun, the Moon, Etc.) and of the four qealitif the elements. From these combined circumssaanise the
peculiar forms, and proper substances, of all gngwfixed, and generating things, according torthtiral order
appointed by the Most High at the beginning ofweeld. The metals, then, derive their origin frome tearth, and
are specifically compounded of the four qualitsthe properties of the four elements, their pacuhetallic
character is stamped upon them by the influencéseo$tars and planets. So we are informed by dlésin the
fourth book of his Meteor., where he says thatkgilger is the common substance of all metals. filsething in
Nature, as we said before, is the substance whjmlesents a particular conglomeration of the ftements which
the Sages call Mercury or quicksilver But this dggitver is as yet imperfect, on account of its graad earthy
sulphureous nature, which renders it too easilylmgstible, and on account of its superfluous wagdeynents,
which have all been collected together out of the Elements by the action of the heavenly plarfiéts substance
is composed of a hot sulphureous earth, and a yvassence, in such a way that the sages have dahegerfect
sulphur.
Now, since Nature is always striving to attain petion and to reach the goal set before her bteator of all
things, she is continually at work upon the quaditof the four elements of each substance; antirsap and
rouses the inward action of the elements by thalaotal heat of the Sun, and by natural warmththete arises a
kind of vapour or steam in the veins of the earttis vapour cannot make its way out, but is claseth
penetrating through fat, earthy, oily, and impuwrkpbBureous substances it attracts to itself modess of these
foreign and external impurities. This is the readwt there are seen in it so great a variety twfure before it
attains to purity and its own proper colour.
Those mineral and metallic substances which conleihargest proportion of efficacious sulphureand mercurial
vapour are the best; and each quality of the flmments has its own peculiar operation and transiguinfluence
in such a conglomeration of various substancdseir aiction being roused by the sulphur of theheand the
outward heat of the Sun. Through these agenciel#teer is often dissolved and coagulated, tilt tiwhaich is pure,
or impure, is borne upward; and this is the workafa few years, but of a great length of timetuda has to purge
away the peculiar characteristics of all other isdtefore she can make gold; as you may see Hathéhat
different kinds of metal are found in the same tiietaein. This fact may be explained in the follmg manner.
When the sulphureous and mercurial vapours aséeydatre mixed, and united by coction, with the edaid
substance. If those sulphureous vapours are etduitky and impure, and the heat of the Sun, or v natural
heat, have too sudden and violent an effect, thetance hardens, with all its sulphureous impwribiefore it can
be purged of its grossness, and it becomes mararidtallic sulphur. If the quicksilver is harden#fts whole mass
takes the form of some metal, according to thes@rite of the particular planet with which it is peated. For
Nature first combines the four elements into sontestance or body, which then receives its spepifiperties
through the influence of some planet. Such is tigiroof copper, tin, lead, iron, and quicksilv8ut it is not
essential that | should here describe at lengtispleeific composition and distinctive propertiegath of the



imperfect metals; they are all mingled in variousgortions of impure sulphur and inefficacious dgsitver.
Nature, as | said, is ceaselessly at work uporetheperfect metals purging and separating the quieksilver
from the impure, and the pure sulphur from the impuntil all their grossness is removed and thegome what
God designed that they should be, viz., gold. Btlitdse vapours float upward in their original pooadition, with
their inward pure and subtle earth, without becanmrixed with gross, earthy, and sulphureous abmyl if they
succeed in breaking forth into the open air betbesy become hardened into a sulphureous massrehsin
quicksilver and are not changed into any metal.
If, however, this pure quicksilver floats upwardaipure mineral earth, without any gross allois hardened into
the pure and white sulphur of Nature by being sttbpbto a very moderate degree of gentle heataalahgth
assumes the specific form of silver. Like all thlbey metals it may still be developed into gold ifemain under the
influence of its natural heat. But if the same purgalloyed quicksilver be subjected to a highegrde of natural
heat, it is transmuted into the pueel sulphur of Nature and becomes gold without fiesdging through the stage of
silver. In this form it remains, because gold is kiighest possible stage of metallic development.
Quicksilver is the mother of all metals, on accoofnts coldness and moistness; and if it be onaéied and
cleansed of all foreign matter it cannot be mixeg more with grossness of any kind neither cae ithanged back
into an imperfect metal. For Nature does not unelowork, and that which has once become perfecttg pan
never become impure again. Sulphur on the othed Isathe father of all metals, on account of itattend dryness.
In the following chapter we shall refer to thisfdience, and speak more in detail about quicksilver
Chapter Il
There is, then, iall metals true mercury and good sulphur in the ingmtrdis well as in the perfect metals. But in
the imperfect metals it is defiled with impure neatand stands in need of maturing. Hence you sgalihmetals
may be changed into gold and silver, if the golded silver properties that are in them be freethfadl alloy and
reduced by gentle heat to the form of silver odgdhose metals, indeed, which have been torn upéyoots, that
is to say, that have been dug up from their owperaoil in the veins of the earth, can no longeceed in that
course of development which they pursued in thafive abode; yet, as much as in them lies, théyesto be
perfected. Now the Spirit of Truth, who impartstalie knowledge, has taught the Sages a Medicif@ion, by
which all the impurities of the imperfect metalsynige removed, and the perfect nature, or true mgrevhich is in
them, transmuted into gold and silver.
Chapter llI
But we must now proceed to say a few words abautrtathod of preparing this Medicine, by which the
imperfection is removed from imperfect metals tlylothe mediation of perfect mercury, and the mddgotd and
silver is developed in them.
| find that the writings of the Sages are all abgait, silver and quicksilver, which it is said nhbg reduced to the
form which they wore before they became metalg;ithep say, the form which they wore perhaps sthoesands
of years ago. But the operation of Nature is prsgjke, not retrogressive. Hence it is a great tkésta suppose that
the work of Nature can be reversed by dissolutivaqua fortis or by the amalgamation of gold aresiland
quicksilver. For if the metal be plunged in a solyéf water be distilled from it, or if quicksilvése sublimed from
it, it still remains the same metal that it wasdvef The specific properties of a metal cannotdsrdyed so as to
obtain the first substance. Yet Aristotle says thatals cannot be changed unless they are redadkdit original
substance.
Chapter IV
What we have said in the last chapter shows thatigkhical Art cannot be concerned with the subjgatihgold,
silver or quicksilver to chemical processes. Nehadss, that which you read in the books of theeS@gmost true
and we shall see in the following pages in whaseeéhis to be understood, that our Art is in gsitiyer and
quicksilver. But it is clear that our art can maieuse of quicksilver such as may be obtained fitmetals by
means of any kind of artificial process, such asalution in aqua fortis, or amalgamation or arneomethod of
chemical purification.
If then, this is not the right substance or origimercury, it is clear that it is not to be founmdthe metals. For even
if you melt two, three, or four metals together, yet one of them can give the others any aid tdeattaining
perfection, seeing that itself stands in need téreral aid. And even though you mix some imperfeetal with
gold, the gold will not give up its own perfectitor the purpose of succouring the other for it hashing to spare
which it might impart to the imperfect metal. Andea if the imperfect metal could assume the vignd efficacy
of the gold, it could only do so at the expensthefgold itself. In vain, then, shall we seek inatethe Medicine
which has power to liberate the perfect mercuryt@ioed in imperfect metals.
Chapter V



Again, we read in the books of the Sages that giligx and mercury are the original substance lahatals. These
words are true in a certain sense. But by manynoegs they are supposed to mean ordinary quicksiBuech an
interpretation, however, makes nonsense of themictf the Sages. For ordinary quicksilver is anenfigct metal

and itself derived from the original substancelbfreetals. The Sages, indeed, say little aboubtigin of their
mercury but that is exactly because they use theera mercury or sulphur, for the first substanttheir perfect
metals. If common mercury were not a metal, thevald/be no metal corresponding to the celestiiérfce of the
planet Mercury as gold and silver receive theirc#eproperties from the influence of the Sun &ntdon. Now, as
it is one of the metals the other metals cannatdseved from it, much less can their propertieslbaved from it or
from themselves, although the real perfect mer@iguite as abundant in mercury as in any othealndbr can
common sulphur be the first substance of the mdti$io metal contains so much impurity as commswalphur;
and if it be mixed with any metal, that metal beesrmeven more impure than it was before, and is paeially, or
wholly, corroded.
Chapter VI

Again, the Sages affirm that quicksilver, or meygis the spirit of the specific nature of metaisllected out of the

four elements by the influence of the Planets, thecbperation of Nature in the earth -- and thatfit is developed

either gold, silver, or some other of seven metadsprding to the peculiar effects of the predomindanetary
influence.

Hence ignorant alchemists have supposed thatiglisttrue of the common quicksilver, because iblgamates

with all metals, and is soft and volatile. But wétyould its volatile properties prove it to be naaf® According to

this definition, we might deny the metallic chaexabf tin, lead, and other metals, because theyodoeemain fixed
in a fierce fire -- though one can stand a gredggiree of heat than another. If, again, any substento be called

the first substance of metals because of the fiaegilith which it amalgamates with them, copper vabliave a

better claim to be so regarded, since it enteosartloser union with gold and silver than mercang shares both

their fusible and malleable nature. But that idinal union, for it admits of separation; and quiitker may, with
the greatest ease, be separated from the metalswich it has amalgamated. A true union of metals only take
place in the original substance which is commoalltdNe do find amalgams of three or even more agbat then
this union was consummated in the first substanbéh isone, and the whole amalgam would have been
developed into gold, if its natural growth had heen retarded by gross, sulphureous, arsenicakatioly
impurity, which is found among metals when purifidthe metals which we dig up out of the earth asdt were,
torn up by the roots, and, their growth having cdma standstill, they can undergo no further dgwelent into
gold, but must always retain their present formess something is done for them by our Art. Heneemwuist begin
at the point where Nature had to leave off: we musge away all impurity, and the sulphureous alfs/Nature
herself would have done if her operation had nenteccidentally or violently, disturbed. She woliie matured
the original substance, and brought it to perfechip gentle heat, and, in a longer or shorter pesitime, she
would have transmuted it into gold. In this worktita is ceaselessly occupied while the metalstédkénghe earth;
but she takes away from them nothing save theierdluppus water and the impurity which prevents tHesm
attaining to the nature of gold, as we briefly skdvin the second chapter.
Chapter VII
It is clear, then, that the final union of metalstheir perfection, cannot be attained by the imiggof any specific
metals; that the metallic substance becomes udelessar purpose, as soon as it assumes a spfarific but that,
at the same time, all metals have a common oragiMatter, which is one thing, flowing out by thpavation of
nature, who ever desires the most perfect form lwhar own essence and her condition will admit. &slis the
form of gold, highest and best of all that beloodghe metallic mode. If, then the purest form o $ubstance
which it is possible for Art to prepare with thefef Nature, be added to the imperfect metals themercomes
what is impure in these, for it is not the impurat the pure matter which is like unto it. But youst not suppose
that this power belongs to common gold; common ¢ealslits own specific form, which it is unable tapiart to
other metals. The power of gold is sufficient ofdy preserving its own excellence; but our prepandostance is
much better and more honourable than gold, angdasr to do that which gold cannot do, viz, to d®the
common matter of all metals into gold.
Chapter VI
From what | have hitherto said, one ignorant ohatoy might suppose that the teaching of the Sagalsogether
false and untrustworthy. Therefore | must now peact® tell you how it may truly be affirmed thatrdArt is
concerned with quicksilver silver, and gold, ortwiuicksilver and sulphur, and in what sense mgrisuthe spirit
of the metals. | will first speak about quicksilyand at once premise that this word is not héertao mean that
common quicksilver which is one of the metals, thet first substance of all the metals, and itselpecific metal
at all. For a metal must have derived its distirefiroperties through planetary influences; nora@none metal be



the first substance of all metals. This quicksiligeneither too hot, nor too cold, nor too moist; too dry; but it is a
well-termpered mingling of all four. When perfecthatured quicksilver is subjected to external hepérating
thereon, it is not burned but escapes in a volaskence. Hence it may well be called by the phylbers a spirit, or
a swift, and winged, and indestructible soul.
So long as it is palpable and visible it is alstbechbody; when subjected to external cold it ingealed into a fixed
body, and then these three, body, soul, and saigtpne thing, and contain the properties ohallfour elements.
That outward part which is moist and cold is calleder, or quicksilver on account of its inward heasitalled air;
if without it appear hot and dry it is fire, or phur; and on account of its internal coldness @$® styledearth. In
this way quicksilver and sulphur are the origingdstance of all metals; but, of course, | do noamghat the
substance is prepared by mixing common sulphumaiksilver. The sulphur and quicksilver of the 8&agre one
and the same thing, which is first of the naturguitksilver, or moist and watery and is then bgstant coction
transmuted into the nature of sulphur, which maystostly be described as dry and igneous.
Chapter IX
But | wish to confine my discourse to the quicksihand sulphur of the philosophers, from whichadtals derive
their origin; and it is according to the Sages aviyeearthy water mixed with very subtle white eaaihd subjected
to natural coction until the moist and the dry edeis have become united and coagulated into ong-bdldrough
the perfect mutual adjustment of all the elemenpmoperties, and by the accidental operation af.cbhis is the
substance which is used for the purposes of oyrafter it has been perfected and purified by getdiction, and
freed from its earthy and sulphureous grossnesktrencombustible wateriness of the quicksilveis then one
clear, pure and indestructible substance, procgddim a duplex substance, exhibiting in their tgetpurity and
efficacy the united properties of quicksilver aricdwolphur. In art the operation is similar to N&uHence the Sages
have justly affirmed that our Art is concerned wdtlicksilver, gold, and silver. For in its firsage the substance
resembles quicksilver which is sublimed by gendieural heat, and purified in the veins of the rockghe form of a
pure vapour, as we explained above. To it we knddvsilver and gold, and that for the following reasbecause
we cannot find anywhere else in any one thing tb&atic power needed for rousing the sulphur ofghiksilver,
and coagulating it, except in gold and silver Far $age cannot prepare our quicksilver unlessfitdteemoved
from the earth, and separated from the potenctsafatural surroundings; and all these naturaliérftes can be
artificially supplied only by the addition of go&hd silver. Our Art then has to find a substitutethose natural
forces in the precious metals. By them alone diie to fix the volatile properties of our quicksit, for in them
alone do use find the powers and influences whiehralispensable to our chemical process. You shalsb bear
in mind that the silver should be applied to ouicksilver before the gold, because the quicksilgerlatile, and
cannot with safety be subjected all at once totdreat. Silver has the power of stirring up theeir@mt sulphur of
the quicksilver, whereby it is coagulated into thiem of the Remedy for transmuting metals intoesijhand this
coagulation is brought about by the gentle he@t@filver. Gold requires a much higher degreecat land if gold
were added to the quicksilver before the silves,gheater degree of heat would at once changeuibksijver into a
red sulphur, which, however, would be of no usettfierpurpose of making gold, because it would Hestits
essential moisture; and our Art requires that thielgilver should be first coagulated by meansileésinto white
sulphur, before the greater degree of heat is eghp¥hich, through gold changes it into red sulpfinere must be
whiteness before there is redness. Redness befoiter®ss spoils our whole substance.
Chapter X
The quicksilver of the Sages has no power to tramsimperfect metals, until it has absorbed thergss qualities
of gold and silver; for in itself it is no metal @, and if it is to impart the spirit, the colgand the hardness of gold
and silver, it must first receive them itself.dtwith the first substance of metals as it is wittter. If saffron is
dissolved in water, the water is coloured withaiid if mixed with other water, imparts to that wateo, the colour
of saffron. Unless the first substance, or quisiesil is tinged with silver and gold, and coaguladigdheir efficacy,
it cannot impart any colour, or coagulate the 'watg first substance which is latent in the impetfmetals. For it
is essentially a spirit. and volatile. and if it&eded to imperfect metals, it cannot act uporr theater, or
undeveloped first-substance, because that is faedg by their coagulated sulphur. But if the fissibstance has
been fixed by means of gold and silver it has bexarfixed and indestructible water: and, if addeohperfect
metals. takes up into its own nature their firdigance, or water, and mingles with it. By this nseall that is
combustible and impure m them is driven off byfine. And herein is the saying true which was w@iteby the
Sage Haly: The spirit (i.e. quicksilver is not cakged, unless the body 'i.e., gold and silveffits¢ dissolved.” For
then gold and silver become spiritual. flowing, @ale of being assimilated by the common substaha# metals,
and of imparting to it their own metallic strengthd potency. And even though this new substandediige in the
fire, yet, when it cools again, it still remainsattit was, nor is it ever again converted into enment spiritual



substance. It is the quicksilver, then that cont&# the chief strength and efficacy of our Artl &ie that has no
quicksilver is without the very seed of gold angesi from which they grow in the earth.
Epilogue

We have sufficiently explained that quicksilvethe first substance of the metals, without whichmegal can
become perfect, either in Nature or in our Art. Bigtdo not yet know where to look for it, and wherdind it.
This is the great secret of the Sages, which thekvays so careful to veil under dark words Huatrcely one in
many thousands is thought worthy to find the phifggcal Mercury. Many things have been written @bpuout |
will quote the words obne philosopher which | consider as the most heldfuthe beginning, he says, God created
the earth plain, simple, rich and very fertile,waitit stones, sand, rocks, hills, or valleys, thesinfluences of the
planets which have now covered it with stones, spekd mountains, and filled it with rare thingsafious
colours, i.e., the ores of the seven metals, arthdse means the earth has entirely lost its @idgorm, and that
through the following causes:
First, the earth which was created rich, greatpdesde and broad, was, through the daily operaticihe Sun's
rays penetrated to her very centre with a ferndaubpling, vaporous heat. For the earth in hersetbid and
saturated with the moisture of water At lengthhpours which were formed in this way in the he#the earth
became so strong and powerful as to seek to foveyaout into the open air, and thus, instead fefotihg their
object, threw up hills and hillocks or, as It welbepbles on the face of the earth. And since isdllaces where
mountains were formed the heat of the Sun must haga most powerful, and the earthy moisture richraost
plentiful, it is there that we find the most pragsametals. Where the earth remained plain, thansidid not
succeed in raising up mountains; it escaped, améahth. being deprived of its moisture, was hagdento rocks.
Where the earth was poor, soft, and thin, it is wowered with sand and little stones, becauseviemiead much
moisture, and, having been deprived of the littigoissessed, has now become sandy and dry, anzhbieaof
retaining moisture. No earth was changed into relcaswas not rich, viscous, and well saturatedh wibisture. For
when the heat of the Sun has sucked up its mojgheeichness of the earth still makes it cohalthough now it
has become hard and dry; and earth that is nqierétctly hard is even at the present time undegyaichange into
hard stones, through ,the diligent working of NatuBut the steam and the vapours that do not sddnesscaping,
remain enclosed in the mountains, and are day pgudlajected to the maturing and transmuting infb@snof the
Sun and the planets. Now, if this vaporous mois@®ome mixed with a pure, subtle, and earthy anbst it is the
quicksilver of the Sages; if it be reduced to ayfiend earthy hardness, it becomes the sulphureoages. This
enquiry opens up the way of finding our quicksilver first substance of the metals, but thougleifdund in great
guantities in all mines, it is knows only to vegf. It is not silver, or gold, or common quicksilyer any metal, or
sulphur. The Sage says: It is a vaporous substautoaf four elements, watery and pure, and thotghfound with
all metals. it is not matured in those which arpenfect. Hence it must be sought in the ore, irctvhve find gold
and silver." And when again he says, " If this ggitver be hardened, it is the sulphur of the Sadesmeans that
this can only be done by means of gold and silhich it takes into itself, and by which it is sinbéd and
coagulated through its own natural gentle coctisrer the influence of the Sun's heat, and invits proper ore.
O heavenly Father, shew this quicksilver to all whbhou biddest walk in Thy paths!

...Concerning the Philosophical Stone

A Very Brief Tract
Concerning the Philosophical Stone.



Written by an unknown German Sage,
About 200 years ago,
And called the Book of Alze.
But now published for the first time.

The Book of Alze.

Do not, gentle Reader, find fault with me for spagHirst about the Moon, then about the Sun, &edather
planets, and only in the third place about our meastllent Medicine, ALZE. In this case that whisHast is better
and more honourable than that which is first. Titestance must first become white, and then rexdirihot become
red unless it have first become white. Hence SitherSage says: "Know that unless you first makestoae
white, you cannot make it red." For by the redtheerest of the planets united, and the Medicirgeaps unawares
unless this order is observed in the matter ofithi¢e and red. So is the Moon first taken and makié the white,
Elixir, that is, the white of the Moon to the whité Mercury out of bodies comes to the red. WhemaeSages say
that the red is hidden in the white, which theyndb dare to extract, until the whole substancebea®me red.
When the substance has been subjected to therinfiugf the Moon, it may then, in the second plaeghrought
under the influence of the Sun, which will bring tiedicine to perfection without any aid from thber planets.
By which you may understand why the Medicine cotaes even as from the Father proceeds the Sorthand
Holy Spirit from both of these. He that hath earti¢ar let him hear, and comprehend the briefrstatée of our Art,
which is given in "The Crowd": "Know that the trliéncture can be prepared only out of our ore." @oning this
ore | therefore propose to give you the only exatim that is required, and | shall be carefuluppement and
confirm my own opinion by quotations from other 8agl shall speak not only about our ore, but alsaut our
union or conjunction of water and mercury. For BEgimas says: "Nothing profitable can arise out ofelegnents
without conjunction and gentle coction.” Our orecas calls the white ore, and it goes by many athenes on
account of the many colours which it exhibits ig tharious stages of the chemical process. But ththeayjealousy
of the Sages has described it under various ndtrigsand remains only one substance. Pythagengs SMany
names are given to it; nevertheless, it is notleilsg but the one and true Matter, and this is bgae of the
development of its nature. The envious have desgribby the names of all bodies, as, for instaaamin, lead,
copper, etc., according to the variety of its cadduSo Lucas tells us that we have no need of rtiaings but only
of one thing. Diamedes and Basan say: "Do not adidany foreign substance; for the common substafienetals
is one thing, and more excellent than all otherdghi" Hence our whole Art is concerned with wadgid a twin
substance that ameliorates the water. Synon telisat sulphur and our ore are derived from onggthand changed
into four. Lucas says: "The white ore is subjedtedoction till it generates itself. Thus it becammited in all its
four elements, and receives a living soul. It igaranore than one thing, but as a man consistedy,soul, and
spirit, and yet is no more than one person, ssobstance consists of body, soul, and spirit. Theeceives its
strength, spirit, and growth from the water."” Tlag&s say: "If the ore be often deadened in itd@adt becomes
all the more excellent, and if the body have a sdtelr the manner of man."The body does not peteetine soul,
but the soul penetrates the body, because it &ilelThe soul which is hidden in the four parfishe body, is
called sulphur. These bodies are male and femadebwg their mutual operation our substance becovadsr.
Aristeus says: "Observe the indestructible watechvissues from it." Take the humidity which it gevoff. Hence
other Sages say: "Take water with its twin substanand let it be dried up by means of the vapdichwis like it,
and coagulated in its own water." That water is alglled poison; it is the principle of life, besauit is a soul, and
extracted from many things. All bodies that thiadture enters are quickened; all bodies from whighextracted
are destroyed. Its potency is spiritual blood, Whi€well mixed with bodies, transmutes them. igforits, and
combines with them into one substance. The bodgcistthe spirit, and the spirit tinges the bodghwai spiritual
substance like blood. For the Sages say that whiates a spirit has blood. If the venom penetratebbdy, it
imparts to it an indestructible colour, and thea sbul cannot be separated from the body any rifareflying it
faces round and meets its pursuer, then is thietfigan end. The two belong together, and Natwaya tends to
assimilate kindred substances. The final coloimdgstructible, because the soul pervades evetyptre body,
and is inseparably bound up with it. Though theewat naturally cold, yet we must beware of toockea degree of
heat; for if the moisture of the substance be dujgdour work must come to nought.

That which is called the spirit, is the active naale principle, and can only be obtained by thedligion of the
body. Accordingly, we must understand this of thenfdity which results, namely, that which is proddcas long
as two spouses are conjoined after a lawful mamven unto the white. Would you know when the bbdy been



rendered liquid by coction ? Hear what Bonellusnars: "When you see a black substance floatingenaater,
you may know that the body has been dissolved."

These two, body and spirit, have a third thing Whigpresents their common substance, and is, farits called
their body. It-is also called a round cloud, deathckness, darkness, shadow, ashy lead, or alimetad subtle
ore; or it is described, after that which is ob¢aifirom it, as gold that was hidden in the bodMafjnesia. Hence it
is said: "Extract the shadow thereof from the sgdem.” This also is the substance of which so nfzawe spoken.
Three things constitute the true ore, viz., bodwyl,sand spirit. Hence it is compared to an eggabse in an egg,
too, the chicken is developed out of three thifidgmis also Alchemy is produced out of the above-roeat three
things, as many philosophers do testify in "Thev@td The male principle, or the water, is also @dlthe "nature”;
for water is a natural agent which dissolves tleeneints of bodies, and then again unites them. Coincgthis
water, it is said by Fictes, that its nature haswlenderful power of transmuting the body into ispihere it is
found alone it overcomes all other things, anchigxcellent, harsh, and bitter acid, which trangsgold into pure
spirit. Without this acid we cannot attain eithiee ted, or the black, or the white. When it is coret with bodies,
then the body changes into spirit, by a heaventy ind immutable, indestructible tincture. Knosoathat the
union must be brought about by a gentle fire, stheeelements cannot stand a fierce fire, untiluthien has taken
place. When the gentle heat is applied, the elesrémtour and consume each other, and yet agatheasther
hand, comfort and strengthen each other, and s other to stand the test of fire. Hence theSagy: "Invert
the elements, and you will find what you seek."ifert the elements is to make that which is maist, and that
which is volatile, fixed. The husband also enforcesjunction that he may reproduce his own likenkmy strive
to accomplish this separation and conjunction;féwtsucceed in bringing about an union which candthe test
of fire. The composition which is prepared out of precious substance is not even in the sligltegtee
diminished in volume by fire. Rather, it is noushby fire, as a mother nourishes her child. Tlaeseahe only
things that have the power of making red and whitgh inwardly and outwardly. Remember that at tingy can
only bear a gentle fire. When you see that a wbe#etbegins to appear it must be your next cargttact it from
the black substance; then you should develop theess which is hidden in it. But the latter objgmi must attain,
not by extraction, but by gentle coction. Do notwvehthat the Sages describe our ore under mangszamd as
consisting of body, soul, and spirit. They are atferred to as brothers, or as husband and wifeG&ber says
that sometimes the whole substance is only calbely bor spirit; and unless there be a dissolutido water, our
work cannot be brought to a successful issue. Ofssy we do not mean the water of the clouds,eafotblish say,
but a permanent water, which, however, cannot b@geent without its body. Thus Hermogenes sayswiare
to take the hidden spirit, and not to despisedtaunse it shares its great power with its brother.only the union of
the two can give us the right Tincture. The wasealso called a most sharp acid with which the hodgt be
washed; this is what Socrates calls is woman's yaor#t child's play."The secret of our Art is théomnof man and
woman: the husband receives the tinging spirit frasnwife. The union of husband and wife coagul#tesfemale
principle; and if the whole be transmuted into ned,have the treasure of the world, of which Sysays: "If the
water be changed into the body, the body is charfgetinto earth, then into dust and ashes, andhave what
you want."

Then the work is over, and the Stone contains witisielf the Tincture in the body of Magnesia. Tdfere, the
Sages say, in conclusion: "My son, extract fromgpiendour its shadow." Accordingly, we need erertand
exercise is beneficial to us, seeing that milloisififants, but that strong men require strongedfdo also is it in
this operation of the Stone.

Now, it is laid down by Geber that our Art mustmore for the substance than Nature has done fothierwise we
should never obtain the Medicine which has the pafeorrecting and perfecting the essences oféwven
planets, or metals. For this purpose the Art ohaloy has been delivered to us by the Sages; bbetjiener must
be on his guard against being misled by their maohspeaking, and the multiplicity of names whibky give to
our substance, which has been suggested to thétm dreat variety of (successive) colouring, andheyfact that it
is composed of the four elements. The Stone musateated with its water, that it may imbibe It ahd then
subjected to the action of fire, until it turnsadind of dust, like burnt blood, and becomes itdesible by fire.
This Stone is sought by Kings, but is found onlythgse to whom it is given of God. It is publiclyi@ for money.
But if men knew its precious nature, they wouldseeto think lightly of it. God, however, has hiddefrom the
world and he who would accomplish our work shoudst fay the right foundation, or his building mestme to
nought. Let me tell you, then, that our Stone rexgua gentle fire; and if, after not many daysdjet and lie in the
tomb, yet God restores to it its spirit, and rensoie disease and its impurity. When it is burnasbes, it must be
well sprinkled and saturated with its blood, uittdbecomes like burnt blood. Hermes remarks thét babstances
rejoice in being united to each other. To the gmtisubstance God gives that which Nature coutdjive it. For
Nature has nothing so precious as the true Tincaure if with its bodies it become liquid, it prazis a marvellous



effect. For the Tincture changes everything it igsad with into its own nature, and makes it whitgtbwithin and
without. By one operation and way, by one substaacé by one mixing, the whole work is accomplishedile its
purity is also one, and it is perfected in two sggach consisting of a dissolution and a coctidth, the repetition
of these.

It must be your first object to elicit the whitesesf the substance by means of gentle and conticoetibn or heat.
| know that the Sages describe this simple proaedsr a great number of misleading names. Buipilizling
variety of nomenclature is only intended to veé fhct that nothing is required but simple coctibhis process of
coction, however, you must patiently keep up, dvad with the Divine permission, until the King iowned, and
you receive your great reward. If you ask whetherdubstance of our Stone be dear, | tell youthigapoor possess
it as well as the rich.

Many have been reduced to beggary because thagthotiespised that which is highly esteemed by3hges. If
kings and princes knew it, none of us would evealdle to obtain it. Only one vessel is requiredtfiar whole
process, which should be of stone, and should pelde of resisting fire.

A pound of the body of our ore should be taken, @mdiered as pure, refined, and highly rectifide the virtue of
heaven, as the philosophers have it. Then the h&lsseld be placed in a reverberatory alembic. hisuld be set
over a gentle fire, the vessel being kept tightbsed, in order that it may be able to retain @spanion, and
permit the same to enkindle the whiteness theesokucas says. The vessel containing the ore neystaloed over
the fire, since there can be no perfection withmat and intermixture of elements, seeing thatjroduced from
blood. When the male and the female principle h@aen together for a space of forty nights, theemiemission of
moist warm seed; and to the same God has libegalgn much blood to heat it. This seed develops amt embryo
which is supported with a little milk over a moderéire, and grows stronger day by day. Its gromtst be aided
by warmth; but the heat of the fire should be tenate, like that of the Sun. This may be effectgglacing our
vessel over an empty vessel, and that again upoe gtowing coals. The process of coction shoulddrginued
until the alembic is well dried and the substanegifis to assume a liquid aspect; for water alosefiécient for the
coagulation and fixing of the whole, as we are tmjd>emocritus. This water is described under vwericames,
such as sulphur, quicksilver, spirit, and also wapfor it can scarcely retain its companion. Themein our Art
only two substances, and if | speak of two, thérink of four, all which things require one thirgy which Nature,
conquering all Nature, is extracted. For Natureaorount of its nature, rejoices in itself, Natoomquers nature,
and in itself contains nature. At the same time ism®t opposed to the other, but one comprehéasther,
whereby it excels the other, and the philosophaligtis water the purifying water.

This dissolution first imparts a black appearamcthée body. The substance should then turn whiie fiaally red.
The blackness exhibits an intermediate stage betfiesdness and volatility. So long as there ishkhess, the
female principle prevails, till the substance emiato the white stage. This whiteness is calledfiist power of our
Stone, and the water is referred to as that mastlext acid. You must be very careful not to dgsthe potency of
this water. Avicenna says that natural heat opegati humid bodies, first causes blackness; themoves the
blackness; and finally causes whiteness, as magde in calx. Hence our substance must becomélsit, and
then white, and be reduced to a kind of powdernTthe soul must be restored to the powder by a galfire; and
both [be] subjected to coction until they becomstfblack, then white, afterwards red, and finglbypd venom, the
whole being accomplished by the separation of watend now, the waters being divided, cook the enathd the
vapour till coagulation takes place, and there aslena white stone. Then are the waters dividedthemo
mortification, or exsiccation, follows, and is @llclouds, or smoke. The smoke well coagulated istfeces
becomes quick white; roast then the white oreitiratly bring forth itself. When the blackness vaes, the spirit
is restored; for the spirit does not die, but rathgckens body and soul. The more perfectly oerispurged, and
subjected to coction, the better it becomes ttil at length condensed into a Stone. But it rhestlissolved again
and subjected to a powerful fire, until it looksdiburnt blood. If this Stone be added to any sules, it tinges it
into gold. The Sages speak of it as a kind of rdake, they say, the whole virtue of the Tinctaned concentrate it
in the Root. If a body which has no earthy elemeategive this Tincture, it receives more benefirnthess excellent
bodies. The Stone overcomes everything to whichapplied, and tinges foreign bodies with its a@four. The
dry fire tinges bodies, the air strengthens thémm white water washes away their blackness, andeagh receives
the Tincture. Concerning the coction needed fordinelopment of our substance, the Sages havesseore
themselves in a great variety of ways. Observe ldermho says that it must be repeated again arid, agpil the
red colour at length is obtained. Herein is thbititg of the whole work. Afterwards it assumes mamany
colours, not including the red, which appears atahd. For the white must precede it. Set to wgrthb regimen of
fire, and triturate. The above mentioned water Nidas all bodies; even such as are gross it patest until it has
assimilated them to its own nature. Know that uslesu operate upon bodies until they are destrayedtheir soul
is extracted, with such you will never tinge anylpofor nothing tinges which has not first itsedfém tinged. If the



body be made fluid and burnt, then it bends itseifards its begetter, becoming a subtle Magnesthjtaurns
towards the earth, which makes it spiritual andfiés it. Before the final whiteness of the firsage is attained, the
substance turns first of a black, then of an oraagd then of a reddish colour (which, howevequige different
from the final redness of the last stage). Thesaucs, however, need not trouble you, since theyeamnescent and
merely transitional.

From what | have said you may gather that our sulgst is found in the gold which is hidden in Magaeand that
it is one thing composed of sulphur from sulphutt arercury from mercury. And as the substance ofStane is
one, so is the method of its preparation. Therefdoenot listen to those ignorant and frauduleahamists who
speak of many different kinds of sublimation anstilation. Turn a deaf ear to those who say thatdubstance of
our Stone is the powder of the Basilisk. As to(leegth of) time required for the preparation, youst begin it in
the winter, which is moist, and extract the moistuntil the spring, when all things become greed,\@hen our
substance, too, should exhibit a variety of cololmshe summer the substance should be reduceavider by
means of a powerful fire. The autumn, the seasaipehess, should witness its maturity, or finamess. About the
motions of the stars or planets you need not teoyburself. Our substance is a body containingspiigt which
makes glass malleable, and turns crystals intoucatbs. One drop of our Elixir, as large as a drbgin, will
suffice to tinge and transmute a body a thousanddias large as itself.

This most noble Remedy was appointed, like all othimgs, for the use of man, because he is the giosous of
God's creatures, and the lord of the whole eartias given to him for the purpose of preservirgytauth,
expelling disease, preventing suffering, and priogichim with all he requires. Our Elixir is bettiwan all the
medicinal preparations of Hippocrates, Avicennal atihers. From it may be prepared a potable amtidbich has
power to cure leprosy. As fire purges and refinesats, so this Remedy restores to the human bedatural heat,
expels from it all health-destroying matter, andifies it against every conceivable form of dismdss virtue is
infinitely greater than that of the potable golgstjwvhich is taken as a preventative among theil@snt

Great and wonderful is the potency of the gold #hambers in Magnesia, both for the purifying af tuman
system, and for the transmuting of metals. Whatensbiall | say? All the things that | have herehflaily described
| have seen with my own eyes, and performed withomg hands.

When | was preparing the substance, after discogéhie true method, | was so seriously interfer& oy the
persons with whom | lived that | was almost onplét of giving up the whole thing in despair. Angth |
communicated my discovery to a friend, who faithfexecuted my instructions, and brought the work t
successful issue. For which Blessed Gift may Gogrh&sed, world without end. Amen.

The Book of Lambspring

The Book of Lambspring,

A Noble Ancient Philosopher,
Concerning the Philosophical Stone;
Rendered into Latin Verse by
Nicholas Barnaud Delphinas,

Doctor of Medicine, a zealous Student of this Art.

PREFACE

| am called Lambspring, born of a Noble Family, #éinid Crest | bear
with Glory and Justice.



Philosophy | have read, and thoroughly understood,
The utmost depth of my teachers' knowledge havehded.
This God graciously granted to me,

Giving me a heart to understand wisdom.

Thus | became the Author of this Book,

And | have clearly set forth the whole matter,

That Rich and Poor might understand.

There is nothing like it upon earth;

Nor (God be praised) have | therein forgotten mybie self.
| am acquainted with the only true foundation:
Therefore preserve this Book with care,

And take heed that you study it again and again.
Thus shall you receive and learn the truth,

And use this great gift of God for good ends.

O God the Father, which art of all the beginnind and,
We beseech thee for the sake of our Lord JesustChri
To enlighten our minds and thoughts,

That we may praise Thee without ceasing,

And accomplish this Book according to Thy will!
Direct Thou everything to a good end,

And preserve us through Thy great mercy. -

With the help of God | will shew you this Art,

And will not hide or veil the truth from you.

After that you understand me aright,

You will soon be free from the bonds of error.

For there is only one substance,

In which all the rest is hidden;

Therefore, keep a good heart.

Coction, time, and patience are what you need;

If you would enjoy the precious reward,

You must cheerfully give both time and labour.



For you must subject to gentle coction the seedgfza metals,
Day by day, during several weeks;

Thus in this one vile thing

You will discover and bring to perfection the whaterk of Philosophy,
Which to most men appears impossible,

Though it is a convenient and easy task.

If we were to shew it to the outer world

We should be derided by men, women, and children.
Therefore be modest and secret,

And you will be left in peace and security.

Remember your duty towards your neighbour and %na,
Who gives this Art, and would have it concealed.

Now we will conclude the Preface,

That we may begin to describe the very Art,

And truly and plainly set it forth in figures,

Rendering thanks to the Creator of every creature.
Hereunto follows the First Figure,

Figure |

BE WARNED AND UNDERSTAND TRULY THAT TWO FISHES AREWIMMING IN OUR SEA.

. The Sea is the Body, the two Fishes are Soul airit.Sp

The Sages will tell you

That two fishes are in our sea

Without any flesh or bones.

Let them be cooked in their own water;

Then they also will become a vast sea,

The vastness of which no man can describe.
Moreover, the Sages say

That the two fishes are only one, not two;
They are two, and nevertheless they are one,
Body, Spirit, and Soul.

Now, | tell you most truly,

Cook these three together,

That there may be a very large sea.

Cook the sulphur well with the sulphur,

And hold your tongue about it;

Conceal your knowledge to your own advantage,



And you shall be free from poverty.
Only let your discovery remain a close secret.

Figure Il

HERE YOU STRAIGHTWAY BEHOLD A BLACK BEAST IN THE FREST.
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Putrefaction.

The Sage says

That a wild beast is in the forest,

Whose skin is of the blackest dye.

If any man cut off his head,

His blackness will disappear,

And give place to a snowy white.
Understand well the meaning of this head:
The blackness is called the head of the Raven;
As soon as it disappears,

A white colour is straightway manifested;

It is given this name, despoiled of its head.
When the Beast's black hue has vanished in a klacke,
The Sages rejoice

From the bottom of their hearts;

But they keep it a close secret,

That no foolish man may know it.

Yet unto their Sons, in kindness of heart,
They partly reveal it in their writings;

And therefore let those who receive the gift
Enjoy it also in silence,

Since God would have it concealed.



Figure IlI

The Sages say truly

That two animals are in this forest:

One glorious, beautiful, and swift,

A great and strong deer;

The other an unicorn.

They are concealed in the forest,

But happy shall that man be called

Who shall snare and capture them.

The Masters shew you here clearly

That in all places

These two animals wander about in forests
(But know that the forest is but one).

If we apply the parable to our Art,

We shall call the forest the Body.

That will be rightly and truly said.

The unicorn will be the Spirit at all times.
The deer desires no other name

But that of the Soul; which name no man shall @kay from it.
He that knows how to tame and master them by Art,
To couple them together,

And to lead them in and out of the forest,
May justly be called a Master.

For we rightly judge

That he has attained the golden flesh,

And may triumph everywhere;

Nay, he may bear rule over great Augustus.

~lIn the Body there is Soul and Spirit.



Figure IV
HERE YOU BEHOLD A GREAT MARVEL TWO LIONS ARE JOIED INTO ONE.

The Sages do faithfully teach us

That two strong lions, to wit, male and female,
Lurk in a dark and rugged valley.

These the Master must catch,

Though they are swift and fierce,

And of terrible and savage aspect.

He who, by wisdom and cunning,

Can snare and bind them,

And lead them into the same forest,

Of him it may be said with justice and truth

That he has merited the meed of praise befordtwis,
And that his wisdom transcends that of the worlglise.

The Spirit and Soul must be united in their Body.

Figure V
A WOLF AND A DOG ARE IN ONE HOUSE AND ARE AFTERWABS CHANGED INTO ONE.




The Body is mortified and rendered white, thenggito Soul and Spirit by being saturated with them.

Alexander writes from Persia

That a wolf and a dog are in this field,
Which, as the Sages say,

Are descended from the same stock,
But the wolf comes from the east,

And the dog from the west.

They are full of jealousy,

Fury, rage, and madness;

One Kkills the other,

And from them comes a great poison.
But when they are restored to life,

They are clearly shewn to be

The Great and Precious Medicine,

The most glorious Remedy upon earth,
Which refreshes and restores the Sages,
Who render thanks to God, and do praise Him.

Figure VI

THIS SURELY IS A GREAT MIRACLE AND WITHOUT ANY DECIPTION -
THAT IN A VENOMOUS DRAGON THERE SHOULD BE THE GREAMEDICINE.

The Mercury is precipitated or sublimed, dissolireds own proper water,
and then once more coagulated.

A savage Dragon lives in the forest,

Most venomous he is, yet lacking nothing:
When he sees the rays of the Sun and its bright fir
He scatters abroad his poison,

And flies upward so fiercely

That no living creature can stand before him,
Nor is even the Basilisk equal to him.

He who hath skill to slay him, wisely

Hath escaped from all dangers.

Yet all venom, and colours, are multiplied

In the hour of his death.

His venom becomes the great Medicine.



He quickly consumes his venom,

For he devours his poisonous tail.

All this is performed on his own body,
From which flows forth glorious Balm,
With all its miraculous virtues.

Hereat all the Sages do loudly rejoice.

Figure VII

o

The Mercury having been often sublimed, is at lerdigted, and becomes capable of resisting fire stitdimation
must be repeated until at length the fixation faiagd.

A nest is found in the forest,

In which Hermes has his brood;

One fledgling always strives to fly upward,
The other rejoices to sit quietly in the nest;
Yet neither can get away from the other.

The one that is below holds the one that is above,
And will not let it get away from the nest,

As a husband in a house with his wife,

Bound together in closest bonds of wedlock.
So also do we rejoice at all times,

That we hold the female eagle fast in this way,
And we render thanks to God the Father.



Figure VIl

B

Let the Body be placed in horse-dung, or a warrh,lihe Spirit having been extracted from it. ThelBbas
become white by the process, the Spirit red byAstrAll that exists tends towards perfection, dhds is the
Philosopher's Stone prepared.

In India there is a most pleasant wood,

In which two birds are bound together.

One is of a snowy white; the other is red.

They bite each other, and one is slain

And devoured by the other.

Then both are changed into white doves,

And of the Dove is born a Phoenix,

Which has left behind blackness and foul death,
And has regained a more glorious life.

This power was given it by God Himself,

That it might live eternally, and never die.

It gives us wealth, it preserves our life,

And with it we may work great miracles,

As also the true Philosophers do plainly inform us.

Figure IX

THE LORD OF THE FORESTS HAS RECOVERED HIS KINGDOMND MOUNTED FROM THE LOWEST
TO THE HIGHEST DEGREE. IF FORTUNE SMILE, YOU MAY FBM A RHETOR BECOME A CONSUL; IF
FORTUNE FROWN, THE CONSUL MAY BECOME A RHETOR.



Thus you may know that the Tincture has truly atdithe first degree.

Now hear of a wonderful deed,

For | will teach you great things,

How the King rises high above all his race;

And hear also what the noble lord of the foresssay
| have overcome and vanquished my foes,

I have trodden the venomous Dragon under foot,
| am a great and glorious King in the earth.
There is none greater than |,

Child either of the Artist or of Nature,

Among all living creatures.

| do all that man can desire,

| give power and lasting health,

Also gold, silver, gems, and precious stones,
And the panacea for great and small diseases.
Yet at first | was of ignoble birth,

Till I was set in a high place.

To reach this lofty summit

Was given me by God and Nature.

Thence from the meanest | became the highest,
And mounted to the most glorious throne,

And to the state of royal sovereignty:

Therefore Hermes has called me the Lord of thedtere



Figure X
A SALAMANDER LIVES IN THE FIRE, WHICH IMPARTS TO ITA MOST GLORIOUS HUE.
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This is the reiteration, gradation, and amelioratfcthe Tincture, or Philosopher's Stone; and thel®is called its
Augmentation.

In all fables we are told

That the Salamander is born in the fire;

In the fire it has that food and life

Which Nature herself has assigned to it.

It dwells in a great mountain

Which is encompassed by many flames,

And one of these is ever smaller than another -
Herein the Salamander bathes.

The third is greater, the fourth brighter than tbst -
In all these the Salamander washes, and is purified
Then he hies him to his cave,

But on the way is caught and pierced

So that it dies, and yields up its life with it®bd.
But this, too, happens for its good:

For from its blood it wins immortal life,

And then death has no more power over it.

Its blood is the most precious Medicine upon earth,
The same has not its like in the world.

For this blood drives away all disease

In the bodies of metals,

Of men, and of beasts.

From it the Sages derive their science,

And through it they attain the Heavenly Gift,
Which is called the Philosopher's Stone,
Possessing the power of the whole world.

This gift the Sages impart to us with loving hearts
That we may remember them for ever.

Figure XI
THE FATHER AND THE SON HAVE LINKED THEIR HANDS WITHTHOSE OF THE GUIDE: KNOW THAT



THE THREE ARE BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT.

Here is an old father of Israel,

Who has an only Son,

A Son whom he loves with all his heart.

With sorrow he prescribes sorrow to him.

He commits him to a guide,

Who is to conduct him whithersoever he will.
The Guide addresses the Son in these words:
Come hither! | will conduct thee everywhere,
To the summit of the loftiest mountain,

That thou mayest understand all wisdom,
That thou mayest behold the greatness of the emrthof the sea,
And then derive true pleasure.

| will bear thee through the air

To the gates of highest heaven.

The Son hearkened to the words of the Guide,
And ascended upward with him;

There saw he the heavenly throne,

That was beyond measure glorious.

When he had beheld these things,

He remembered his Father with sighing,
Pitied the great sorrow of his Father,

And said: | will return to his breast.

Figure XII

ANOTHER MOUNTAIN OF INDIA LIES IN THE VESSEL, WHICHTHE SPIRIT AND THE SOUL - THAT IS,
THE SON AND THE GUIDE - HAVE CLIMBED.



Says the Son to the Guide:
I will go down to my Father,
For he cannot live without me.
He sighs and calls aloud for me.
And the Guide makes answer to the Son:
| will not let thee go alone;
From thy Father's bosom | brought thee forth,
| will also take thee back again,
That he may rejoice again and live.
This strength will we give unto him.
So both arose without delay,
And returned to the Father's house.
When the Father saw his Son coming,
He cried aloud, and said: -

Figure XIllI
HERE THE FATHER DEVOURS THE SON; THE SOUL
® - o -
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My Son, | was dead without thee,
And lived in great danger of my life.

AND SPTRFLOW FORTH FROM THE BODY.



| revive at thy return,

And it fills my breast with joy.

But when the Son entered the Father's house,
The Father took him to his heart,

And swallowed him out of excessive joy,

And that with his own mouth.

The great exertion makes the Father sweat.

Figure XIV

HERE THE FATHER SWEATS PROFUSELY, WHILE OIL AND THERUE TINCTURE OF THE SAGES
FLOW FORTH FROM HIM.

Here the Father sweats on account of the Son,
And earnestly beseeches God,

Who has created everything in His hands,
Who creates, and has created all things,

To bring forth his Son from his body,

And to restore him to his former life.

God hearkens to his prayers,

And bids the Father lie down and sleep.

Then God sends down rain from heaven

To the earth from the shining stars.

It was a fertilizing, silver rain,

Which bedewed and softened the Father's Body.
Succour us, Lord, at the end,

That we may obtain Thy gracious Gift!



Figure XV
HERE FATHER AND SON ARE JOINED IN ONE SO TO REMAIROR EVER.

The sleeping Father is here changed
Entirely into limpid water,

And by virtue of this water alone

The good work is accomplished.

There is now a glorified and beautiful Father,
And he brings forth a new Son.

The Son ever remains in the Father,

And the Father in the Son.

Thus in divers things

They produce untold, precious fruit.

They perish never more,

And laugh at death.

By the grace of God they abide for ever,

The Father and the Son, triumphing gloriously
In the splendour of their new Kingdom.

Upon one throne they sit,

And the face of the Ancient Master

Is straightway seen between them:

He is arrayed in a crimson robe.

TO THE INVISIBLE KING
OF THE WORLD,
TO THE ONLY TRUE AND IMMORTAL GOD
BE PRAISE AND GLORY
NOW AND EVERMORE.
AMEN.

The Golden Tripod

The Preface
of
Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine



Concerning
The Great Stone of the
Ancient Sages.

When | had emptied to the dregs the cup of huméering, | was led to consider the wretchednesthisfworld,
and the fearful consequences of our first pareigsbedience. Then | saw that there was no hopepeitance for
mankind, that they were getting worse day by dag, that for their impenitence God's everlastingigplument was

hanging over them; and | made haste to withdrawet§i®m the evil world, to bid farewell to it, arid devote
myself to the service of God.

When | had spent some years at the monasteryntfthat after | had performed my work and my dd#yotions |
still had some time on my hands. This | did nothis pass in idleness, lest my evil thoughts shtedd me into
new sins; and so | determined to use it for thdysnd investigation of those natural secrets bigvizod has
shadowed out eternal things. So | read a great lhaals in our monastery written in olden times bilgsophers
who had pursued the same study, and was therebylated to a more ardent desire of knowing thatwitiney
also knew. Though | did not make much progresstt fet at last God granted my earnest prayet,copened my
eyes that | might see what others had seen befere m
In the convent there was a brother, who was adfiatith a severe disease of the kidneys, and tonwiane of the
many physicians he had consulted had been abiggaegen momentary relief. So he had committed &ifte the
hand of God, and despaired of all human aid.
As | loved him, | gathered all manner of herbsraotied their salts, and distilled various medicirgg none of
them seemed to do him the slightest good, and siftgrears | found that | had tried every possildgetable
substance, without any beneficial effect.
At last | determined to devote myself to the stoflthe powers and virtues which God has laid in&tats and
minerals and the more | searched the more | foOme. discovery led to another, and, after God haahited unto
me many experiments, | understood clearly the eadnd properties, and the secret potency, impastegod to
minerals and metals.
Among the mineral substances | found one whichhkétdd many colours, and proved to be of the greaffisacy
in art. The spiritual essence of this substancdrheted, and therewith restored our sick brotimeg, few days, to
perfect health. For the strength of this spirit wagyreat as to quicken the prostrate spirit ofdisgased brother,
who, from that day to the day of his death, remeedbene in his hourly prayers. And his prayers, togewith my
own diligence, so prevailed with God, that thereswevealed to me that great secret which God enegeals from
those who are wise in their own conceits.
Thus have | been wishing to reveal to you in thegatise, as far as may be lawful to me, the StétieecAncients,
that you, too, might possess the knowledge ofttighest of earthly treasures for your health andfoat in this
valley of sorrow. | write about it, not for my ovgood, but for that of posterity, and though my veobe few and
simple, that which they import is of immeasurablegmitude. Ponder them well, that you also may firedRock
which is the foundation Stone of truth, the tempblassing, and the eternal reward.

The Tract
of
Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine,
Concerning the Great Stone of the Ancient Sages.

In the preface, gentle Reader, and zealous Studi¢imis Art, | promised to communicate to you a Wiexdge of our
Corner Stone, or Rock, of the process by which jirepared, and of the substance from which italr@ady
derived by those ancient Sages, to whom the setoetr Art was first revealed by God for the heatid happiness
of earthly life.

Let me assure you that | fully intend to fulfil ppyomise, and to be as plain with you as the rulesip Art permit,
not misleading you by sophistical deceptions, &ring up to you the spring of all blessings ewveto the
fountain head. | propose to set forth what | havedy in a few simple, straightforward words, fan no adept in
the art of multiplying words; nor do | think thatuidberance of language tends to clearness; on titeacy, | am
convinced that it is many words that darken counhgt me tell you, then, that although many areagregl in the
search after this Stone, it is nevertheless foundb very few. For God never intended that it $tidnecome



generally known. It is rather to be regarded adtavpich He reserves for those favoured few, wineel the truth,
and hate falsehood, who study our Art earnestlgdyand by night, and whose hearts are set upon@ban
unfeigned affection.

Hence, if you would prepare our great and ancigmmé; | testify unto you in all truth that you mugste diligent
heed to my teaching, and before all things imptheegracious blessing of the Creator of all thingsu must also
truly repent you of all your sins, confessing theng, and firmly resolve to lead a good and hoby, lif is also
necessary that you should determine to shew yatitygple to God for His unspeakable Gift, by sucoauthe poor
and the distressed, and by opening your hand amdhgart to the needy. Then God will bless youolaband
reward your search with success, and yourself avgkat in Heaven as the fruit of your faith.

Do not despise the truthful writings of those wlosgessed the Stone before us. For, after the &gl grace of
God, it is from them that | received my knowledget your study of them be increased and repeated dest you
lose the thread of insight, and the lamp of undedihg be extinguished.

Give yourself wholly to study, and be not flightydoubleminded. Let your mind be like a firm Roakwhich all
the various sayings of the Sages are reduced taniheof their common meaning. For a man who wslga
influenced in different directions is not likely fimd the right path.

As our most ancient Stone is not derived from caostible things, you should cease to seek it in sufzsts which
cannot stand the test of fire. For this reasos dtisurd to suppose that we can make any use efadg
substances, though the Stone, too, is endowedawptinciple of growth.

If our Stone were a vegetable substance, it wdildel other vegetables, be consumed by fire, leavinly a certain
salt. Ancient writers have, indeed, described dan& as the vegetable Stone. But that name wa®stgggto them
by the fact that it grows and increases in sike, & plant.

Know also that animals only multiply after theini and within their own species. Hence our Stareanly be
prepared out of its own seed, from which it wa®taik the beginning; and hence also you will peredhat the
soul of an animal must not be the subject of tivgstigation. Animals are a class by themselvescan anything
ever be obtained from them that is not animalsméture. But our Stone, as it has been bequetdhed by the
Ancients, is derived from two things, and one thimgwhich is concealed a third thing. This is theest truth, and
a most faithful saying. For male and female hawenfof old been regarded as one body, not from atereal or
visible consideration, but on account of the ardufithat mutual love which naturally draws themedtigr into one;
and as the male and female seed jointly reprekergrinciple of propagation, so also the spernihefrhatter out of
which our Stone is made can be sown and incred$euie are in our substance two supplementary lohdsed,
from which our Stone may be prepared and multiplied

If you are a true lover of our Art, you will cardifuweigh and ponder these words, lest, with otggrhisticators,
you fall into the dangerous pit prepared by the wmm enemy of man. But whence are you to obtainsidésl? This
guestion you may most easily answer by asking wuasother question. What do you want to devetomfthis
seed, and what use do you wish to make of it? Teemebe no doubt, then that it must be the rodirstrsubstance,
of metals, from which all metals derive their onigit is, therefore, necessary that we should nameged to speak
of the generation of the metals.

In the beginning, when the Spirit of God moved uffaface of the waters, and as yet all was inwblmedarkness,
Almighty and Eternal God, Whose beginning and wisdoe from everlasting, by His inscrutable coucseated
heaven and earth, and all that in them is, botbleisnd invisible, out of nothing. How the actopéation was
accomplished | will not attempt to explain. Thisisnatter which is set forth to us in Holy Scrigtuand must be
apprehended by faith.

To each creature God gave its own seed, wherewiphdpagate its kind, that in this way there miglatays be an
increase of men and animals, plants and metals.Wamot to be able to produce new seed: he wgsenitted
to educe new forms of life out of that which alrgadisted. The creating of seed God reserved tcsklifinfror if
man could create seed he would be equal to thedtrea

Know that our seed is produced in the following waycelestial influence descends from above, bydineree and
ordinance of God, and mingles with the astral praoigs. When this union has taken place, the tviaghfiorth a
third namely, an earth-like substance, which isghieciple of our seed, of its first source, sotthaan shew an
ancestry, and from which three the elements, saakiader, air, and earth, take their origin. Thdeements work
underground in the form of fire, and there prodwtat Hermes, and all who have preceded me, cathtiee first
principles, viz., the internal soul, the impalpabjerit, and visible bodies, beyond which we camd fho earlier
beginning of our Magistery.

In the course of time these three unite, and aaegéd through the action of fire into a palpablestance, viz.,
quicksilver, sulphur, and salt. If these three tases be mixed, they are hardened and coaguldted perfect
body, which represents the seed chosen and apgdigthe Creator. This is a most important andagetruth. If



the metallic soul, the metallic spirit, and the afi&t form of body be present, there will also betatlic quicksilver,
metallic sulphur, and metallic salt, which togetheake up the perfect metallic body.

If you cannot perceive what you ought to understagein, you should not devote yourself to the wiofd
philosophy.

Moreover, | tell you in few words, that you canobtain a metallic body except by perfectly jointhgse three
principles into one. Know, also, that all animais,dike man, composed of flesh and blood, and péssess a
vitalizing spirit, but are destitute of the ratibsaul which the Creator gave to man alone. Theegf@hen animals
die, they perish for ever. But when man yields igpnhortal life into the hands of his Creator, hosiisdoes not die.
It returns, and is united to the glorified bodywhich, after the Resurrection, soul and spirit Hitegether once
more in eternal glory, never to be separated apaiughout all eternity.

Hence the rational soul of man makes him an abidiagture, and, though his body may seem to dieyge&now
that he will live for ever. For to him death is p@ process of purification, by means of whichd&eéed from his
sins, and translated to another and better plagethBre is no resurrection for the brute beastsabise they have no
rational soul, for which alone our Lord and Savished His blood.

For though a body may be vitalized by a spirit,iyeeed not, therefore, be fixed, unless, indégehssess a
rational soul, that strong bond between body aiit,swhich represents their union, and resiststrts to
separate them. Where there is no soul, there lipe of redemption. Nothing can be perfect orastiithout a
soul. This is a profound and most important truthich | feel in conscience bound to make known joreaders.
Now, the spirits of metals have this property géfiness in a greater or less degree; they are ondess volatile in
proportion to the mutual fitness of their bodied anuls. A metal that has the three conditionsxefdiess is not
affected by fire or overcome by any other outwagdrd. But there is only one metal that fulfils thesnditions,
namely, gold. Silver also contains fixed mercurg & not so quickly volatilised as the imperfecttats, but stands
the trial of fire, and yields no food to voracidsaturn.

Amatory Venus is clothed with abundant colour, aedwhole body is one pure tincture, not unlike e colour
which is found in the most precious of metals. Btugh her spirit is of good quality, her bodyeapious, and
affords no permanent substratum to the fixed tirgctblence the soul has to share the fate of theriieqt body, and
when the body dies the soul has to leave it. Bahitelling has been destroyed by fire, and it iheouit a house
wherein to abide.

Fixed salt has imparted to warlike Mars a hardn fiand durable body, which is evidence of the gesigr of his
soul; nor can fire be said to have much power @vénd if its strength be united to the beauty/aius, | do not
say but that a precious and harmonious result reagbained. For the phlegmatic or humid qualityhef Moon
may be heated with the ardent blood of Venus, hadlackness of Venus removed with the strongosaitars.
You need not look for our metallic seed among teenents. It need not be sought so far back. Ifgauonly
rectify the Mercury, Sulphur, and Salt (understahdse of the Sages) until the metallic spirit andy are
inseparably joined together by means of the metadiul, you thereby firmly rivet the chain of loxand prepare the
palace for the coronation.

These things represent a liquid key, comparabledaelestial influence, and a dry water joinethtterrestrial
substance: all which are one thing, derived fromméhand two, and one. If you understand this,hae already
attained our Magistery. Then you must join the lamsband wife together that each may feed uponttier's flesh
and blood, and that so they may propagate thedispa thousandfold.

Though | would fain reveal this matter to you mptainly and openly, | am prohibited from doing sothe law of
God, and by the fear of His wrath, and of eteraal the gift of the Most High should be abused.

If, however, you do not understand the theorepeat of my work, perhaps the practical part wilh&eto enlighten
you more fully. I will therefore proceed to shewhdy the help of God, | was enabled to preparesStiome of the
Ancients, and, for your further instruction, | wéltld twelve keys, in which | give a figurative asobof our Art.
Take a quantity of the best and finest gold, ampése it into its component parts by those mediekvNature
vouchsafes to those who are lovers of Art, as atoamist dissects the human body. Thus change yaldrogck
into what it was before it became gold; and thaaitdind the seed, the beginning, the middle, dedeind-that from
which our gold and its female principle are derived., the pure and subtle spirit, the spotless,ssnd the astral
salt and balsam. When these three are united, wecatlethem the mercurial liquid: a water which wa@mined
by Mercury, found by him to be pure and spotlerd, therefore espoused by him as his wife. Of treewas born
an incombustible oil; for Mercury became so prauat he hardly knew himself. He put forth eagletiesd, and
devoured the slippery tail, of the Dragon, and leimgled Mars to battle.

Then Mars summoned his horsemen, and bade thewsenidercury in prison under the ward of Vulcanjlure
should be liberated by one of the female sex. Whisrbecame known, the other Planets assembletieddd



deliberation on the question, what would be the Bed wisest course to adopt. When they were ngether,
Saturn first came forward, and delivered himselfcdlews:

"1, Saturn, the greatest of the planets in thmdiment, declare here before you all, that | amrmthanest and most
unprofitable of all that are here present, thathogly is weak, corruptible, and of a swarthy hue tbat,
nevertheless, it is | that try you all. For havimgthing that is fixed about me, | carry away witk ail that is of a
kindred nature. My wretchedness is entirely caumsethat fickle and inconstant Mercury, by his cassland
neglectful conduct. Therefore, | pray you, let esavenged on him, shut him up in prison, and kéepttmere till he
dies and is decomposed, nay, until not a dropobltod is to be seen.”

Then yellow Jupiter stepped forward, bent his knaedined his sceptre, and with great authoritgddothem carry
out the demand of Saturn. He added that he woulispweveryone who did not aid the execution of sieistence.
Then Mars presented himself, with sword drawnsward that shone with many colours, and gave daaatiful
and unwonted splendour. This sword he gave to #reev Vulcan, and bade him slay Mercury, and bim h
together with his bones, to ashes. This Vulcan eotes to do.

While he was executing his office, there appearbdatiful lady in a long, silver robe, intertisdugith many
waters, who was immediately recognised as the Mitenwife of the Sun. She fell on her knees, arttl aitspread
hands, and flowing tears, besought them to libdratehusband -- the Sun -- from the prison in whibtrough the
crafty wiles of Mercury, he was being detained liy Planets. But Vulcan refused to listen to heuest] nor was
he softened by the moving prayers of Lady Venus) appeared in a crimson robe, intertissued withattis of
green, and charmed all by the beauty of her coamsmand the fragrance of the flowers which she boher
hand. She interceded with Vulcan, the Judge, irCth@ldee tongue, and reminded him that a womartaveffect
the deliverance of the prisoner. But even to heaging he turned a deaf ear.

While they were still speaking the heaven was ogeard there came forth a mighty animal, with mérousands
of young ones, which drove the warder before it apening its mouth wide, swallowed Venus, its felper, at
the same time exclaiming with a loud voice: " | barn of woman, woman has propagated my seed, @neltith
filled the earth Her soul is devoted to mine, ametéfore | must be nourished with her blood." Wtienanimal had
said these words with a loud voice, it hasteneadl @ntertain chamber, and shut the door behindhitther its
voracious brood followed, drinking of the aforeseidombustible oil, which they digested with theagest ease,
and thereby became even more numerous than thelydeadbefore. This they continued to do until thidgd the
whole world.

Then the learned men of that country were gathtergether, and strove to discover the true integpiat of all they
had seen. But they were unable to agree until tteemee forward a man of venerable age, with snowks@and
silvery beard, and arrayed in a flowing purple r@yehis head he wore a crown set with brillianbcaucles. His
loins were girded with the girdle of life. His fesere bare, and his words penetrated to the dégtiednuman soul.
He mounted the tribune, and bade the assembly listhim in silence, since he was sent from abowexplain to
them the significance of what they had seen.

When perfect silence prevailed, he delivered hifresefollows:

"Awake, O man, and behold the light, lest the dagsndeceive thee! The Gods revealed to me thigmath
profound sleep. Happy is the man who knows thetgvesks of the Divine power. Blessed is he whosesegre
opened to behold light where before they saw dakne

"Two Stars are given by the Gods to man to leadthigreat wisdom. Gaze steadily upon them, follbairtlights,
and you will find in them the secret of knowledge.

"The bird Phoenix, from the south, plucks out tkarh of the mighty beast from the east. Give thmahfrom the
east wings, that it may be on an equality withliltd from the south. For the animal from the eassiibe deprived
of its lion's skin, and lose its wings. Then it mpkinge in the salt water of the vast ocean, anedrge thence in
renovated beauty. Plunge thy volatile spirits oteap spring whose waters never fail, that they beepme like
their mother, who is hidden therein, and born oé¢h

"Hungary is my native land, the sky and the staesnay habitation, the earth is my spouse. Thouglust die and
be buried, yet Vulcan causes me to be born aneerefdre, Hungary is my native land, and my motmetases
the whole world."

When all that were present had received thesealjisgs, he thus continued:

"Cause that which is above to be below; that wiclisible, to be invisible; and that which is palie, to become
impalpable. Again, let that which is below becoim&t twhich is above; let the invisible become visjland the
impalpable, palpable. Here you see the perfecti@mupArt, without any defect, or diminution. Buitat in which
death and life, destruction and resurrection dviel, round sphere, with which the goddess of fertdrives her
chariot, and imparts the gift of wisdom to men afdGlts proper name here upon earth, and for thealnu
understanding, is 'All-in-All.'



"Let him who would know what this 'All-in-All" isgive the earth great wings, and make it fly upwardugh the
air to the heavenly regions. Then singe its wingh fierce heat, and make it fall into the Red Sea] there be
drowned. Then dry up the water with fire and dirthie earth reappears, and you will have "All-iti-A

"If you cannot find it in this way, look around upthe things that are in the world. Then you wiidfthe ' All-in-
All," which is the attracting force of all metalscaminerals derived from salt and sulphur, andéviiorn of
Mercury. More | may not say about ' All-in-All,'reie all is comprehended in all.

"My friends, blessed are ye if, by listening to therds of the wise, ye can find this great Stonleictv has power to
cure leprous and imperfect metallic bodies anctenerate them; to preserve men in health, andiggdor them a
long life -- as it has hitherto kept the vital fioerning within me so long that | am weary of liéad yearn to die.
"For His wisdom and mercy, and for the gracioug GHich He has bestowed upon me so long ago, l@amdbto
render God thanks, now and evermore. Amen."

When the old man had thus spoken, he vanishedtfeimnsight.

But all who had heard him went each man to his épaisd meditated on his words by day and by night.

Here follow the Twelve Keys
of Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine,
with which we may open the doors
of the knowledge of the Most Ancient Stone
and unseal the Most Secret Fountain of Health.

Let my friend know that no impure or spotted thiage useful for our purpose. For there is nothintheir leprous
nature capable of advancing the interests of otiT Aere is much more likelihood of that which igtself good
being spoiled by that which is impure. Everythihgttis obtained from the mines has its value, sniesleed, it is
adulterated. Adulteration, however, spoils its goes$ and its efficacy.

As the physician purges and cleanses the inwatd pathe body, and removes all unhealthy mattembgns of his
medicines, so our metallic substances must beigdigind refined of all foreign matter, in ordeettsure the
success of our task. Therefore, our Masters regurere, immaculate body, that is untainted with faneign
admixture, which admixture is the leprosy of ourtaie

Let the diadem of the King be of pure gold, andhetQueen that is united to him in wedlock be thasad
immaculate.



If you would operate by means of our bodies, takerae grey wolf, which, though on account ofritame it be
subject to the sway of warlike Mars, is by birtle tffspring of ancient Saturn, and is found inthbeys and
mountains of the world, where he roams about sawditeehunger. Cast to him the body of the King, aviten he
has devoured it, burn him entirely to ashes ineagfire. By this process the King will be libemtand when it has
been performed thrice the Lion has overcome thé wob will find nothing more to devour in him. Thour Body
has been rendered fit for the first stage of ourkwo

Know that this is the only right and legitimate wafypurifying our substance: for the Lion purifieignself with the
blood of the wolf, and the tincture of its bloodegs most wonderfully with the tincture of the Li@eeing that the
two liquids are closely akin to each other. Whesltion's hunger is appeased, his spirit becomes powerful
than before, and his eyes glitter like the Sun.iktisrnal essence is now of inestimable valueHerremoving of all
defects, and the healing of all diseases. He isyaat by the ten lepers, who desire to drink hisdiland all that are
tormented with any kind of sickness are refreshigl this blood.

For whoever drinks of this golden fountain, expecis a renovation of his whole nature, a vanishiral
unhealthy matter, a fresh supply of blood, a stiteeging of the heart and of all the vitals, ancdeempanent bracing
of every limb. For it opens all the pores, and tigtothem bears away all that prevents the perfssititnof the
body, but allows all that is beneficial to remduertein unmolested.

But let my friend be scrupulously careful to presethe fountain of life limpid and clear. If anyatge water be
mixed with it, it is spoiled, and becomes positwigljurious. If it still retain any of the solvemthich has been used
for its dissolution, you must carefully purge if.dfor no corrosive can be of the least use foptiewention of
internal diseases.

When a tree is found to bear sour and unwholesouite ifs branches must be cut off, and scionsatfds trees
grafted upon it. The new branches thereupon beasganically united to the trunk; but though nouediwith its
sap, they thence forward produce good and pled&sant

The King travels through six regions in the heaydinmament, and in the seventh he fixes his abdtiere the
royal palace is adorned with golden tapestry. If ynderstand my meaning, this Key will open thstfiock, and
push back the first bolt; but if you do not, nodpeles or natural eyesight will enable you to ustdand what
follows. But Lucius Papirius has instructed me taotay any more about this Key.

SECOND KEY

In the houses of the great are found various kidkink, of which scarcely two are exactly likecaather in
odour, colour, or taste. For they are preparedgreat variety of different ways. Nevertheless tasyall drunk,
and each is designed for its own special use. Ville®un gives out his rays, and sheds them abipam the
clouds, it is commonly said that he is attractirgfav, and if he do it frequently, and thereby caas® it is called a
fruitful year.

If it be intended to build a palace, the servicesany different craftsmen must be employed, agdeat variety of
materials is required. Otherwise the palace woolthe worthy the name. It is useless to use wooetravktone is
necessary.



The daily ebb and flow of the sea, which are calgethe sympathetic influence of heavenly bodiegdrt great
wealth and blessing to the earth. For whenevewtter comes rolling back, it brings a blessing \itith

A bride, when she is to be brought forth to be medrris gloriously adorned in a great variety cé@ous garments,
which, by enhancing her beauty, render her pleasahe eyes of the bridegroom. But the rites eflthidal night
she performs without any clothing but that whick sfas arrayed withal at the moment of her birth.

In the same way our bridal pair, Apollo and Diaawa arrayed in splendid attire, and their headsadikes are
washed with various kinds of water, some stronmeweak, but not one of them exactly like anothad each
designed for its own special purpose. Know thatwiie moisture of the earth ascends in the forenwdpour, it is
condensed in the upper regions, and precipitatéuetearth by its own weight. Thus the earth regtie moisture
of which it had been deprived, and receives sttetaput forth buds and herbs. In the same wayryost
repeatedly distil the water which you have extrddtem the earth, and then again restore it to wauth, as the
water in the Strait of Euripus frequently leaves shore, and then covers it again until it arrizea certain limit.
When thus the palace has been constructed by tits lvd many craftsmen, and the sea of glass hadvalsits
course, and filled the palace with good thingss ieady for the King to enter, and take his sganuthe throne. But
you should notice that the King and his spouse inesjuite naked when they are joined together. Tinest be
stripped of all their glorious apparel, and mustdown together in the same state of nakedneshithwhey were
born, that their seed may not be spoiled by beingdwith any foreign matter.

Let me tell you, in conclusion, that the bath inieththe bridegroom is placed, must consist of twetite kinds of
matter, that purge and rectify each other by me&ascontinued struggle. For it is not good for Bagle to build
her nest on the summit of the Alps, because hengames are thus in great danger of being frozele&adh by the
intense cold that prevails there.

But if you add to the Eagle the icy Dragon that loaig had its habitation upon the rocks, and hawied forth
from the caverns of the earth, and place both theefire, it will elicit from the icy Dragon a figrspirit, which, by
means of its great heat, will consume the winghefEagle, and prepare a perspiring bath of saesdimary a
degree of heat that the snow will melt upon themitrof the mountains, and become a water, with tvhie
invigorating mineral bath may be prepared, andufeet health, life, and strength restored to thegKin

THIRD KEY

By means of water fire may be extinguished, aneriytquenched. If much water be poured upon & liite, the
fire is overcome, and compelled to yield up theorg to the water. In the same way our fiery sulpimust be
overcome by means of our prepared water. But, #feewater has vanished, the fiery life of our bulpus vapour
must triumph, and again obtain the victory. Butsmeh triumph can take place unless the King impasat
strength and potency to his water and tinges h Wis own colour, that thereby he may be consumedacome
invisible, and then again recover his visible fomith a diminution of his simple essence, and aettgpment of his
perfection.

A painter can set yellow upon white, and red amson upon yellow; for, though all these coloursfesent, yet
the latter prevails on account of its greater istignWhen you have accomplished the same thirayiinArt, you




have before your eyes the light of wisdom, whicimal in the darkness, although it does not burnoko sulphur
does not burn, but nevertheless its brilliancyesrsfar and near. Nor does it colour anything lintias been
prepared, and dyed with its own colour, which érthimparts to all weak and imperfect metals. Thiphaur,
however, cannot impart this colour until it havestfiby persevering labour been prevailed upon joralits original
colour. For the weaker does not overcome the seofmyit has to yield the victory to it. The gisttoé whole matter
lies in the fact that the small and weak cannotlzad which is itself small and weak, and a combietsubstance
cannot shield another substance from combustioat Which is to protect another substance agaimsbostion
must itself be safe from danger. The latter musttbenger than the former, that is to say, it niissif be essentially
incombustible. He, then, who would prepare the tingostible sulphur of the Sages, must look for alptsur in a
substance in which it is incombustible -- which cauty be after its body has been absorbed by theea, and
again rejected by it. Then it must be so exalteth @hine more brightly than all the stars of hegand in its
essence it must have an abundance of blood, l&kedtican, which wounds its own breast, and, witlaoy
diminution of its strength, nourishes and rearsnamy young ones with its blood. This Tincture is Rose of our
Masters, of purple hue, called also the red bldatiedDragon, or the purple cloak many times foldétth which
the Queen of Salvation is covered, and by whicimelials are regenerated in colour.

Carefully preserve this splendid mantle, togethigh the astral salt which is joined to this sulphamd screens it
from harm. Add to it a sufficient quantity of thelatility of the bird; then the Cock will swallowaé Fox, and,
having been drowned in the water, and quickeneithéyire, will in its turn be swallowed by the Fox.

FOURTH KEY

All flesh that is derived from the earth, must lBeamposed and again reduced to earth; then theyesait
produces a new generation by celestial resusaitafior where there was not first earth, there @andiresurrection
in our Magistery. For in earth is the balm of Natwend the salt of the Sages.

At the end of the world, the world shall be juddmdfire, and all those things that God has madeotiiing shall by
fire be reduced to ashes, from which ashes theri®hieto produce her young. For in the ashes sarsb true and
genuine tartaric substance, which, being dissolw@tienable us to open the strongest bolt of theat chamber.
After the conflagration, there shall be formed wieaven and a new earth, and the new man willdre moble in
his glorified state than he was before.

When the sand and ashes have been well maturetpaned with fire, the glass-blower makes out @fi#ss,
which remains hard and firm in the fire, and inozolresembles a crystal stone. To the uninitiatédis a great
mystery, but not to the master whom long experidrasefamiliarized with the process.

Out of stones the master also prepares lime byitoymhich is very useful for our work- But befoteely are
prepared with fire, they are mere stones. The st be matured and rendered fervent with fird,then it
becomes so potent that few things are to be cordparthe fiery spirit of lime.

By burning anything to ashes you may gain its $ilih this dissolution the sulphur and mercurykept apart, and
restored to its salt, you may once more obtainfdrat which was destroyed by the process of conitusT his
assertion the wise of this world denounce as thatgst folly, and count as a rebellion, saying soah a
transformation would amount to a new creation, thial God has denied such creative power to sinan.rBut the



folly is all on their side. For they do not undersd that our Artist does not claim to create amghbut only to
evolve new things from the seed made ready todnisl by the Creator.
If you do not possess the ashes, you will be uniabddtain our salt; and without our salt you widit be able to
impart to our substance a bodily form; for the adation of all things is produced by salt alone.
As salt is the great preserving principle that getg all things from decay, so the Salt of our Megiy preserves
metal from decomposition and utter annihilatiorthiir Balm were to perish, and the Spirit to lethebody, the
body would be quite dead, and no longer availat@fy good purpose. The metallic spirit would hdeparted,
and would have left its habitation empty, bare, kfietess.
Observe also, thou who art a lover of this Artt the salt that is gained from ashes has greahppt@nd possesses
many concealed virtues. Nevertheless, the satipsafitable, until its inward substance has bedraeied. For the
spirit alone gives strength and life. The bodytself profits nothing. If you know how to find thépirit, you have
the Salt of the Sages, and the incombustible oiicerning which many things have been written teefoy time.

Although many philosophers

Have sought for me with eagerness,
Yet very few succeed at length
In finding out my secret virtue.

FIFTH KEY

LI SR

The quickening power of the earth produces allghithat grow forth from it, and he who says thatehrth has no
life makes a statement which is flatly contradidbgdhe most ordinary facts. For what is dead caprnaduce life
and growth, seeing that it is devoid of the quiékgrspirit. This spirit is the life and soul thawell in the earth, and
are nourished by heavenly and sidereal influeriéaisall herbs, trees, and roots, and all metalsnainérals,
receive their growth and nutriment from the spfithe earth, which is the spirit of life. This gpis itself fed by
the stars, and is thereby rendered capable of tmgarutriment to all things that grow, and of ringsthem as a
mother does her child while it is yet in the woriibe minerals are hidden in the womb of the eant,rourished
by her with the spirit which she receives from adov

Thus the power of growth that | speak of is impaurtet by the earth, but by the life-giving spihit is in it. If the
earth were deserted by this spirit, it would bedjead no longer able to afford nourishment to laimg. For its
sulphur or richness would lack the quickening spitthout which there can be neither life nor growt

Two contrary spirits can scarcely dwell togethen, do they easily combine. For when a thunderbaltds amidst
a tempest of rain, the two spirits, out of whicksiformed, fly from one another with a great shaoki noise, and
circle in the air, so that no one can know or saitlver they go, unless the same has been ascettaynexperience
as to the mode in which these spirits manifest.

Know then, gentle Reader, that life is the onletspirit, and that that which the ignorant herdcklapon as dead
may be brought back to permanent, visible, andtsplrlife, if but the spirit be restored to thedyo-- the spirit
which is supported by heavenly nutriment, and aetifrom heavenly, elementary, and earthly subsgneeich
are also called formless matter. Moreover, aslirsits magnet which draws it with the invisiblentis of love, so



our gold has its magnet, viz., the first Mattethwd great Stone. If you understand these my wgaisare richer
and more blessed than the whole world.

Let me conclude this chapter with one more reméaflken a man looks into a mirror, he sees thereiaatefd an
image of himself. If, however, he try to touchhig will find that it is not palpable, and that hesHaid his hand
upon the mirror only. In the same way, the spitiiatt must be evolved from this Matter is visiblet bot palpable.
This spirit is the root of the life of our bodiemd the Mercury of the Philosophers, from whicprispared the
liquid water of our Art - the water which must onoere receive a material form, and be rectifiedri®ans of
certain purifying agents into the most perfect Méaw. For we begin with a firm and palpable bodijch
subsequently becomes a volatile spirit, and a govagter, without any conversion, from which our &aderive
their principle of life. Ultimately we obtain thadestructible medicine of human and metallic badidsch is fitter
to be known to angels than to men, except suckasisat God's hands in heartfelt prayer, and giseuine proofs
of their gratitude by service rendered to Him, gmtheir needy neighbour.

Hereunto | may add, in conclusion, that one worttageloped from another. First, our Matter showdarefully
purified, then dissolved, destroyed, decomposed reduced to dust and ashes. Thereupon preparéatfeovolatile
spirit, which is white as snow, and another vatasipirit, which is red as blood. These two spirdstain a third,
and are yet but one spirit. Now these are the thp@ds which preserve and multiply life. Theredamite them,
give them the meat and drink that Nature requagd,keep them in a warm chamber until the perfeettt takes
place. Then you will see and experience the viofube gift bestowed upon you by God and Natureow(nalso,
that hitherto my lips have not revealed this sefmreiny one, and that God has endowed naturalasutest with
greater powers than most men are ready to beligpen my mouth God has set a seal, that there rbiglstope for
others after me to write about the wonderful thiafslature, which by the foolish are looked uporuaratural. For
they do not understand that all things are ultitlgataceable to supernatural causes, but neveshelee, in this
present state of the world, subject to natural e,

SIXTH KEY

The male without the female is looked upon as baly a body, nor can the female without the maledgarded as
more complete For neither can bring forth fruil@og as it remains alone. But if the two be conilyganited, there
is a perfect body, and their seed is placed innaition in which it can yield increase.

If too much seed be cast into the field, the plamfsede each other's growth, and there can bepedmiit. But if,
on the other hand, too little be sown, weeds spuimgnd choke it.

If a merchant would keep a clear conscience, latdiive just measure to his neighbour. If his measund weight
be not short, he will receive praise from the poor.

In too much water you may easily be drowned; ttitelivater, on the other hand, soon evaporatdseitnéat of the
sun.

If, then, you would attain the longed-for goal, eh& just measure in mixing the liquid substancthefSages, lest
that which is too much overpower that which is litite, and the generation be hindered. For toommadin spoils
the fruit, and too much drought stunts its growtherefore, when Neptune has prepared his bath,ureeast
carefully the exact quantity of permanent waterdeel and let there be neither too little nor tocmu



The twofold fiery male must be fed with a snowy awand then they must mutually slay each otherrastbre
each other to life; and the air of the imprisoniedyf male will occupy three of the four quartergtod world, and
make up three parts of the imprisoned fiery mddat the death-song of the swans may be distinetlydy then the
swan roasted will become food for the King, andfibey King will be seized with great love towartte Queen,
and will take his fill of delight in embracing hemtil they both vanish and coalesce into one body.

It is commonly said that two can overpower onegemly if they have sufficient room for puttingrtb their
strength. Know also that there must come a twofofdl, and a single wind, and that they must furiplsdow from
the east and from the south. If, when they ceasage, the air has become water, you may be cartfitiat the
spiritual will also be transmuted into a bodilyrorand that our number shall prevail through the &easons in the
fourth part of the sky (after the seven planetshexercised power), and that its course will béegted by the test
of fire in the lowest chamber of our palace, whamtivo shall overpower and consume the third.

For this part of our Magistery skill is neededpnder to divide and compound the substances asgtthat the art
may result in riches, and the balance may not sdiéa by unequal weights. The sky we speak dfiessky of our
Art, and there must be justly proportioned partswfair and earth, our true water and our palpfide

SEVENTH KEY
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Natural heat preserves the life of man. If his blode its natural heat his life has come to an end.

A moderate degree of natural heat protects aggiastold; an excess of it destroys life. It is netessary that the
substance of the Sun should touch the earth. The&u heat the earth by shedding thereon its vayish are
intensified by reflection. This intermediate ageiyguite sufficient to do the work of the Sun, aadnature
everything by coction. The rays of the Sun are e with the air by passing through it so as terate by the
medium of the air, as the air operates throughrtedium of the fire.

Earth without water can produce nothing, nor catewquicken anything into growth without earth; asdearth
and water are mutually indispensable in the pradnaif fruit, so fire cannot operate without air,ar without fire.
For fire has no life without air; and without fieér possesses neither heat nor dryness.

When its fruit is about to be matured, the vinend&ain greater need of the Sun's warmth than isphieg; and if
the Sun shine brightly in the autumn, the grapdisbsibetter than if they had not felt his autumwarmth.

In the winter the multitude suppose everythingeéalead, because the earth is bound in the chafngsdf so that
nothing is allowed to sprout forth. But as soonresspring comes, and the cold is vanquished bpakeer of the
Sun, everything is restored to life, the trees laedbs put forth buds, leaves, and blossoms, treralting animals
creep forth from their hiding places, the planteegiut a sweet fragrance, and are adorned witkat gariety of
many coloured flowers; and the summer carries ewtbrk of the spring, by changing its flowers ifttait.

Thus, year by year, the operations of the univarseperformed, until at length it shall be destblg its Creator,
and all the dwellers upon earth shall be restogesbburrection to a glorified life. Then the opéas of earthly
nature shall cease, and the heavenly and etes@msation shall take its place.

When the Sun in the winter pursues his courseviaydrom us, he cannot melt the deep snow. Buténsummer
he approaches nearer to us, the quality of theemiomes more fiery, and the snow melts and isrmatesd by
warmth into water. For that which is weak is alwagspelled to yield to that which is strong.




The same moderate course must be adopted in thedigimen of our Magistery. For it is all importahat the
liquid should not be dried up too quickly, and ttie earth of the Sages should not be melted asdlgied too
soon, otherwise your fishes would be changed icoopsons. If you would perform our task rightlykéathe
spiritual water, in which the spirit was from theginning, and preserve it in a closely shut chammber the
heavenly city is about to be besieged by earthdg foY ou must, therefore, strongly fortify it withrée impassable
and well-guarded walls, and let the one entrancedieprotected. Then light the lamp of wisdom aeek with it
the gross thing that was lost, shewing only sughtlas is needed. For you must know that the wamadsreptiles
dwell in the cold and humid earth, while man hasgroper habitation upon the face of the earthbtigies of
angels, on the other hand, not being alloyed vifttosimpurity, are injured by no extreme eithethefat or cold.
When man shall have been glorified, his body wéiédbme like the angelic body in this respect. Ifoaeefully
cultivate the life of our souls, we shall be sond &eirs of God, and shall be able to do that whimlv seems
impossible. But this can be effected only by thgrdy up of all water, and the purging of heaven aarth and all
men with fire

EIGHTH KEY

Neither human nor animal bodies can be multipliegropagated without decomposition; the grain dhd a
vegetable seed, when cast into the ground, mustydeefore it can spring up again; moreover, puttefa imparts
life to many worms and other animalculae. The pssad augmentation and quickening is mostly peréatim

[the] earth, while it is caused by spiritual seleabtigh the other elements.

The farmer's wife knows that she cannot hope tainlathickens except through the decomposition eitlyg. If
bread is placed in honeys and suffered to decay,aaa generated; worms are bred in the putrefyoties of men,
horses, and other animals; maggots are also dectlopthe decay of nuts, apples, and pears.

The same thing may be observed in regard to velgelith Nettles and other weeds spring up whersuah seed
has ever been sown. This occurs only by putrefaciibe reason is that the soil in such places digmwsed, and,
as it were, impregnated, that it produces thestsfrehich is a result of the properties of sidéiefiuence;
consequently the seed is spiritually produced énghirth, and putrefies in the earth, and by theatipa of the
elements generates corporeal matter accordingetepecies of Nature. Thus the stars and the elemeay
generate new spiritual, and, ultimately, new velgetaeed, by means of putrefaction. But man cacmeatte new
seed; for it is not in his power to order the ofieraof the elements and the essential influenédiseostars. By
natural conditions, however, new plants are geadrsitmply through putrefaction. This fact is noticed by the
farmer, simply because it is a thing that he hasgs been used to, and for which he is unablentbdin
explanation. But you who should know more thanvihigar herd, must search into the causes of thengs,
endeavor to understand how the process of generatio resuscitation is accomplished by means afrdposition,
and how all life is produced out of decay.

Each element is in its turn decomposed and regeteby that which is contained in it. For you shibkhow that
every element contains the three others. In aifipftance, there is fire, water, and earth. Thiedion may appear
incredible, but it is nevertheless true. In likermar, fire includes air, water, and earth, sin¢entise it could
generate nothing. Water contains fire, air, antheéor if it did not, there could be no growth. #ie same time,




each element is distinct, though each containstiners. All this is: found by distillation in thegaration of the
elements.

In order to rationally prove this to you, who amgéstigating the separation of Nature. and purpmsmderstand the
division of the elements, lest you should think words inventions, and not true, | tell you thagalu distil earth,
you will find that, first of all, there is an es@pf air, which, in its turn, always contains fies, they are both of a
spiritual essence, and exercise an irresistiblaiat@ttraction. In the next place, there issuegmabm the earth,
and the earth, in which is the precious salt, remal itself at the bottom of the vessel.

When water is distilled, air and fire issue frormaibd the water and material earth remain at theimo Again,
when the invisible part of elementary fire is egtesl, you get water and earth by themselves. Noaog of the
three other elements exist without air. It is hattgives to earth its power of production, to fisspower of burning,
to water its power of generating fruit. Again, e&n consume nothing, nor dry up any moisture, withioat natural
heat which must be imparted to it by fire. For gtleing that is hot and dry contains fire. From thesnsiderations
we conclude that no element can exist without thers, and that in the generation of all thingsehs a mingling
of the four elements. He who states the contranpiwise understands the secrets of Nature, nohéasvestigated
the properties of the elements. For if anythintpibe generated by putrefaction, the process nauastollows: The
earth is first decomposed by the moisture whidoittains; for without moisture, or water, there bamo true
decay; thereupon the decomposed substance is @iadtequickened by the natural heat of fire: fahwaiit natural
heat no generation can take place. Again, if thatlwvhas received the spark of life, is to be stimap to motion
and growth, it must be acted upon by air. For witrair, the quickened substance would be chokedsafted in

the germ. Hence it manifestly appears that no teraent can work effectually without the aid of ttbers, and
that all must contribute towards the generatioargfthing. Thus their quickening cooperation takesform of
putrefaction, without which there can be neitheragation, life, nor growth. That there can be ndeu# generation
or resuscitation without the co-operation of therfelements, you may see from the fact that whean\tlad been
formed by the Creator out of earth, there was fieai him, until God breathed into him a living 8piThen the
earth was quickened into motion. In the earth wassalt that is, the Body; the air that was brehth® it was
mercury or the Spirit, and this air imparted to ldrgenuine and temperate heat, which was sulphiireoThen
Adam moved and by his power of motion, shewedtthete had been infused into him a life-giving $pkor as
there is no fire without air so neither is therg air without fire. Water was incorporated with t@rth Thus living
man is an harmonious mixture of the four elemeams; Adam was generated out of earth, water, air fieg, out of
soul, spirit, and body, out of mercury, sulphurd aalt.

In the same way, Eve, our common mother, was atefde her body was built up and formed out of Adabody -
a fact which | wish you particularly to notice.

To return again to putrefaction, O seeker of thejigtery and devotee of philosophy, know that, ke linanner, no
metallic seed can develop, or multiply, unlessshiel seed, by itself alone, and without the intaiidun of any
foreign substance, be reduced to a perfect putiefac

The putrefaction of metallic seed must, like thiadaimimal and vegetable seed, take place throughdtaperation of
the four elements. | have already explained thattements themselves are not the seed. But it dayghis time to
be clear to you that the metallic seed which waslpced by the combined operation of heavenly, saeand
elementary essences, and reduced into bodily fionst, in due course, be corrupted and putrefiechégns of the
elements.

Observe that this seed contains a living volatilieits For when it is distilled, there issues fratnfirst a spirit, and
then that which is less volatile. But when by conéd gentle heat, it is reduced to an acid, thé $pinot so
volatile as it was before. For in the distillatiohthe acid the water issues first, and then tlét.spnd though the
substance remains the same, its properties hawarigegery different. It is no longer wine, but hasb transmuted
by the putrefaction of gentle heat into an acidatfshich is extracted with wine or its spirit, haislely different
properties and powers from that which is extraetét an acid. For if the crystal of antimony berexted with
wine or the spirit of wine, it causes vomiting atidrrhoea, because it is a poison, and its poisogaality is not
destroyed by the wine. But if it be extracted vatgood distilled acid, it furnishes a beautifulregt of a rich
colour. If the acid be removed by means of thevtry's Bath, and the residuum of yellow powder veasaway,
you obtain a sweet powder which causes no diarfhneas justly regarded as a marvellously beneficiedicine.
This excellent powder is dissolved in a moist plexte a liquid which is profitably employed as adrgass agent in
surgery.

Let me sum up in few words what | have to say. Jiiestance is of heavenly birth, its life is preedripy the stars,
and nourished by the four elements; then it musgsipgeand be putrefied; again, by the influencéhefstars, which
works through the elements, it is restored to hfeg becomes once more a heavenly thing that hiaalitation in



the highest region of the firmament. Then you fiiltl that the heavenly has assumed an earthly kady/that the
earthly body has been reduced to a heavenly sudgstan

NINTH KEY

Saturn, who is called the greatest of the plametbe least useful in our Magistery. Neverthel@ds,the chief Key
of the whole Art, howbeit set in the lowest and mes place. Although by its swift flight it hasersto the loftiest
height, far above all other luminaries, its feash@ust be clipped, and itself brought down to dweelst place, from
whence it may once more be raised by putrefactind,the quickening caused by putrefaction, by wihiehblack
is changed to white, and the white to red, ungl glorious colour of the triumphant King has begaiaed.
Therefore, | say that though Saturn may seem tkst\thing in the world, yet it has such power affficacy that if
its precious essence, which is excessively coldeteced to a metallic body by being deprived i ilatility, it
becomes as corporeal as, but far more fixed thatori$sitself. This transmutation is begun, contohuend
completed with Mercury, sulphur, and salt. This sdem unintelligible to many, and it certainly doeake an
extraordinary demand upon the mental facultiesthatt must be so because the substance is withirettch of
everyone, and there is no other way of keepindghapivinely ordained difference between rich andrpo

In the preparation of Saturn there appears a geeaty of different colours; and you must expecbbserve
successively black, grey, white, yellow, red, athdhe different intermediate shades. In the sarag,khe Matter of
all the Sages passes through the several var@dteedour, and may be said to change its appearanoéten as a
new gate of entrance is opened to the fire.

The King shares his royal dignity with noble Venasd appears in splendid state, surrounded bii@Hlignitaries
of his court. Before him is borne a beautiful cram$anner, in which there is an embroidered reptatien of
Charity in green garments. Saturn is the prefeth@foyal household, and in front of him Astronob@ars a black
standard, with a representation of Faith in yellowd red garments.

Jupiter is the Grand Marshal, and is preceded tgnaer of grey colour, borne by Rhetoric, and agidmith a
variegated representation of Hope.

Mars is at the head of military affairs, and exesttis office with a certain fiery ardour. Geometayries before
him a crimson banner, on which you may behold Cgeiia a crimson cloak. Mercury holds the office of
Chancellor; Arithmetic is his standard bearer, hiscstandard is of many colours; on it may be olesbthe figure
of Temperance in a many coloured robe.

The Sun is Vice-Regent, and is preceded by Gramearjng a yellow banner, on which Justice is regméed in a
golden robe Though Venus seems to cast him intstithde by the gorgeous magnificence of her appearae
really possesses more power in the kingdom than she

Before the Moon, Dialectic bears a shining silventer, with the figure of Prudence wrought intim isky-blue,
and because the husband of the Moon is dead, Hedmagerred to her his task of resisting the datiim of Queen
Venus. For among all these there is enmity, ang éine all striving to supplant each other. Inddgbd,tendency of
events is to give the highest place to the mostlee and the most deserving. For the preserg sfahings is
passing away, and a new world is about to be aleatel one Planet is devouring another spiritualtyil only the
strongest survive.



Let me tell you allegorically that you must putdrthe heavenly Balance the Ram, Bull, Cancer, Sanyand
Goat. In the other scale of the Balance you mustepthe Twins, the Archer, the Water-bearer, aad/ihgin. Then
let the Lion jump into the Virgin's lap, which withuse the other scale to kick the beam. Thereugbiie signs of
the Zodiac enter into opposition to the Pleiadsl, when all the colours of the world have shewn thelues, let
there be a conjunction and union between the ggeatel the smallest, and the smallest and theegteat
If the whole world's nature
Were seen in one figure,
And nothing could be evolved by Art,
Nothing wonderful would be found in the Universe,
And Nature would have nothing to tell us.
For which let us laud and praise God.

TENTH KEY
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In our Stone, as composed by me and by those wimlbag preceded me, are contained all elementsiaral
and metallic forms, and all the qualities and prtpe of the whole world. In it we find most powalrhatural heat,
by which the icy body of Saturn is gently transnauitgo the best gold. It contains also a high degrecold, which
tempers the fervent heat of Venus, and coagulageemercury, which is thereby also changed intditrest gold.
All these properties slumber in the substance ofStane, and are developed, perfected, and mahyrédae gentle
coction of natural fire, until they have attainédit highest perfection. If the fruit of a tree flacked before it is
ripe, it is unfit for use; and if the potter fadl harden his vessels in the fire, they cannot bgl@mad for any good
purpose.

In the same way you must exercise considerablenpadiin preparing our Elixir, if it is to becométhalat you wish
it to become. No fruit can grow from a flower tiais been plucked before the time. He who is irgteat a hurry,
can bring nothing to perfection, but is almost dorepoil that which he has in hand. Remember,, tthext if our
Stone be not sufficiently matured, it will not bieleto bring anything to maturity.

The substance is dissolved in a bath, and its pautsited by putrefaction. In ashes it blossomshénform of sand
all its excessive moisture is dried up. Maturityl dixity are obtained by living fire. The work doest actually take
place in the Bath of St. Mary, in horse- dung,shes, or in sand, but the grades and regimen diréhproceed
after the degrees which are represented by thes&idme is prepared in an empty furnace, witheefoid line of
circumvallation, in a tightly closed chamber. Isighjected to continued coction, till all moistamed clouds are
driven off, and the King attains to indestructifileedness, and is no longer liable to any dangénjary, because
he has become unconquerable. Let me express myingeara somewhat different manner. When you have
dissolved your earth with your water, dry up thdewxavith its own inward fire. Then the air will tathe new life
into the body, and you will have that which canydmé regarded as that Great Stone which in a sginhanner
pervades human and metallic bodies, and is theetsavand immaculate Medicine, since it drivestbat which is
bad, and preserves that which is good, and isrfaling corrective of all imperfect or diseasedbstances. This



Tincture Is of a colour intermediate between red jpurple, with something of a granite hue, andjitscific weight
is very considerable.

Whoever gains possession of this Stone, shoulidaethole life he an expression of his gratitudeaams God in
practical kindness towards his suffering brethtkat after obtaining God's greatest earthly gétnay hereafter
inherit eternal life. Praise be unto God everlagsirior this His inestimable gift.

ELEVENTH KEY
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The eleventh Key to the Knowledge of the augmemtadif our Stone, | will put before you in the fooha parable.
There lived in the East a gilded knight, named @ush who was possessed of immense wealth, andvbagthéng
that heart can wish. He had taken to wife his oistes Euridice, who did not, however, bear him ahijdren. This
he regarded as the punishment of his sin in hawigdded his own sister, and was instant in pray&dadd both by
day and by night, that the curse might be takem finam.

One night, when he was buried in a deep sleepe tteme to him a certain winged messenger, nameebRlpwho
touched his feet, which were very hot, and saithdu noble knight, since thou hast wandered thraughy cities
and kingdoms, and suffered many things at seaatiteband in the lists, the heavenly Father hdddas me make
known to thee the following means of obtaining pingtyer: Take blood from thy right side, and frore téft side of
thy spouse. For this blood is the heart's bloogbof parents, and though it may seem to be of twdsg vet, in
reality, it is only one. Mix the two kinds of blopdnd keep the mixture tightly enclosed in the globthe seven
wise Masters There that which is generated wilhberished with its own flesh and blood, and wilhgaete its
course of development when the Moon has changetthdogighth time If thou repeat this process agaih again,
thou shalt see children's children, and the offepdf thy body shall fill the world."

When Phoebus had thus spoken, he winged his fliggirenward. In the morning the knight arose andtdid
bidding of the celestial messenger, and God gatéticand to his wife many children, who inheritedit father's
glory, wealth, and knightly honours from generatiomgeneration.

If you are wise, my son, you will find the interpagon of my parable. If you do not understanésggribe the blame
not to me, but to your own ignorance. | may notrexp myself more explicitly; indeed, | have revdalee matter
in a more plain and straightforward manner thananyy predecessors. 1 have concealed nothingif aiod will
but remove the veil of ignorance from your eyesy wall behold that which many have sought and fewnd.



TWELFTH KEY

If an athlete know not the use of his sword, hehmag well be without it; and if another warrioatlis skilled in the
use of that weapon come against him, the firskéstb fare badly. For he that has knowledge anmkg&nce on his
side, must carry off the victory.

In the same way, he that possesses this tinctythebgrace of Almighty God, and is unacquaintethvts uses,
might as well not have it at all. Therefore thiglfth and last Key must serve to open up to yowses of this
Stone. In dealing with this part of the Subjectill drop my parabolic and figurative style, andiplg set forth all
that is to be known. When the Medicine and Storalldhe Sages has been perfectly prepared otedftie
virgin's milk, take one part of it to three parfdtee best gold purged and refined with antimohg, gold being
previously beaten into plates of the greatest ptessiinness. Put the whole into a smelting potsuiglect it to the
action of a gentle fire for twelve hours, thenitdte melted for three days and three nights more.

For without the ferment of gold no one can compgbseStone or develop the tinging virtue. For theeaas very
subtle and penetrating if it be fermented and joiwéh a ferment like unto itself: then the preghtiacture has the
power of entering into other bodies, and operatiegein. Take then one part of the prepared ferriegrihe tinging
of a thousand parts of molten metal, and then yiidearn in all faith and truth that it shall béanged into the
only good and fixed gold. For one body takes pagsaof the other; even if it be unlike to it, netheless, through
the strength and potency added to it, it is conepeib be assimilated to the same, since like denvigin from like.
Whoever uses this as a medium shall find whithervistibules of the palace lead, and there is mgttdmparable
to the subtlety thereof. He shall possess alllipakforming all things whatsoever which are pbkesunder the sun.
O principle of the prime principle, consider thale® end of the final end, consider the beginnidgd be this
medium commended unto your faithful care, wheréso &od the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, shall give you
whatsoever you need both in soul and body.

Concerning the First Matter of the Philosophical Sone

Seek for that Stone which has no fleshly naturéphitiof which a volatile fire is extracted, wheraiso this stone is
made, being composed of white and red. It is aestand no stone; therein Nature alone operateguitdin flows
from it. The fixed part submerges its father, abswy it, body and life, until the soul is returneedit. And the
volatile mother like to him, is produced in her olingdom; and he by his virtue and power receiveaigr
strength. The volatile mother when prepared sugsadge sun in summer. Thus the father by meansilobv was
produced from the spirit. Body, soul, and spiriisein both, whence the whole matter proceeds.degeds from
one, and is one matter. Bind together the fixedtaedsolatile; they are two, and three, and yetamig. If you do
not understand you will attain nothing. Adam was ibath -- wherein Venus found her like, which ththaged
Dragon had prepared when his strength was deséritimgl here is nothing, says the Philosopher, sageuble
mercury; | say that no other matter has been nabiedsed is he who understands it. Seek thereihbamot

weary; the result justifies the labour.




A short Appendix and clear Resumption of the foregmg Tract concerning the
Great Stone of the Ancient Sages

I, Basil Valentine, brother of the Benedictine Qrdio testify that | have written this little bookherein, after the
manner of the Ancients, | have philosophically aaded how this most rare treasure may be acquirdeekeby the
true Sages did prolong life unto its furthest limit

But, notwithstanding that my conscience doth beamitness in the sight of the Most High, before wihall
concealed matters are laid bare, that | have writtefalsehood, but have so exposed the truthuti@derstanding
men can require no further light (that which iglldbwn in the theoretical part being borne out @mafirmed by the
practice of the Twelve Keys), yet have | been ingekby various considerations to demonstrate bdyoatar way
what | have written in the said treatise, and ttast further light thereon, whereby also the lafahe desired
wisdom may obtain an increased illumination for finiéilment of his desire There are many who wilnsider that |
am speaking too openly, and will hold me answerédi¢he wickedness that they think will follow, tdet them
rest assured that it will be sufficiently difficultotwithstanding, for any thick-headed personiénid what they seek
herein. At the same time the matter shall be méehe ¢o the elect. Hearken then, thou followerroftt, to these my
words, and so shalt thou find the true way !
Behold, | write nothing more than | am willing told by after my death and resurrection! Do thothfaily and
simply lay to heart this shorter way, as hereinmadtehibited, for my words are grounded in simplicand my
teaching is not confused by a labyrinth of language
| have already indicated that all things are coutgtd of three essences - namely, mercury, sul@imar salt - and
herein | have taught what is true. But know that&tone is composed out of one, two, three, foud fave. Out of
five - that is, the quintessence of its own sulb=ta®ut of four, by which we must understand the fdements.
Out of three, and these are the three principledl tiings. Out of two, for the mercurial substamne twofold. Out
of one, and this is the first essence of everythihgch emanated from the primal fiat of creation.
But many may by all these discourses be renderabtfid in mind as to what they must start with, asdto the
consequent theory. So | will, in the first plageeak very briefly concerning Mercury, secondly aanming Sulphur,
thirdly concerning Salt; for these are the essefithe Matter of our Stone.
In the first place, you must know that no ordingqujcksilver is useful, but our quicksilver is pradd from the best
metal by the spagyric art, pure, subtle, clear,gistening, like a spring, pellucid even as cridtae from all
dross. Hence make water or combustible oil. Forddigrwas in the beginning water, and herein all3hges agree
with my dictum and teaching In this oil of Mercutissolve its own Mercury, from which the water imegtion was
made, and precipitate the Mercury with its own dilien we have a twofold mercurial substance; butmast
know that gold must first be dissolved in a certaater, as explained in my second Key, after théipation
described in the first Key, and must be reduceal ansubtle calx, as is mentioned in the fourth Kégxt, this calx
must be sublimated by the spirit of salt, agaircipieated, and by reverberation reduced into aleyimwder. Then
its own sulphur can more easily enter into its tase, and have great friendship with the samehfgy have a
wondrous love towards each other. Thus you haveststances in one, and it is called Mercury of3ages, but
is yet a single substance, which is the first farme

Now follows concerning Sulphur

Seek your Mercury in a similar metal. Then when ioaw how to extract the metal from its body byificaition,
the destruction of the first Mars, and reverbergtigithout the use of any corrosive (the methodahg which |
have indicated in my third Key) -- you must dissothiat Mercury in its own blood out of which it wamde before
it became fixed (as indicated in the sixth Key)] gou have then nourished and dissolved the tamedith the
blood of the green lion. For the fixed blood of fRed Lion has been made out of the volatile blddith® Green
Lion; hence, they are of one nature, and the udfixeod again renders that which is volatile fixadd the fixed
blood in its turn fixes that which is volatile, iasvas before its solution. Then foster it in gertieat, until the whole
of the mercury is dissolved, and you obtain the@sdderment (by nourishing the fixed sulphur witlattwhich is
not fixed), as all Sages unite with me in testifyiAfterwards this becomes, by sublimation wittrispif wine, of a
blood-red colour, and is called potable gold.

Now | will also give my Opinion respecting the Salof the Sages

The effect of "salt" is to fix or volatilize, acating as it is prepared and used. For the spitihefsalt of tartar, if
extracted by itself without any addition, has poveerender all metals volatile by dissolution andrpfaction, and
to dissolve quick or liquid silver into the true roery, as my practical directions shew.



Salt of tartar by itself is a powerful fixative, fiaularly if the heat of quicklime be incorporatedth it. For these
two substances are singularly efficacious in praupéixation.

In the same way, the vegetable salt of wine fixebwlatilizes according to the manner of its pragian. Its use is
one of the arcana of Nature, and a miracle of thlgopher's art. When a man drinks wine, there beagained
from his urine a clear salt, which is volatile, aedders other fixed substances volatile, causiamtto rise with it
in the alembic. But the same does not fix. If a rdeank nothing but wine, yet for all that the sditained from his
urine would have a different property from thatrgal out of the lees of wine. For it has undergookeanical
change in the human body, having become transnfikdata vegetable into an animal salt -- just asésithat feed
on oats, straw, etc., change those vegetable suesténto flesh and fat, while the bee preparegyont of the
precious juices of flowers and herbs.

The great change which takes place in these amdl stibstances is due to putrefaction, which sepmeatd
transmutes the constituent elements.

The common spirit of salt, which is extracted adaug to the direction given in my last declaratidrihere be
added to it a small quantity of the "spirit of theagon," dissolves, volatilizes, and raises togettith itself in the
alembic, gold and silver; just as the "eagle," thgewith the spirit of the dragon (which is fouindstony places),
before the spirit is separated from its body, i€immore powerful in producing fixation than voleyil

This | also say, that if the spirit of common d@tjoined to the spirit of wine, and distilled ttiger with it, it
becomes sweet, and loses its acidity. This prepspii does not dissolve gold bodily, but if it peured on
prepared calx of gold, it extracts the essencesafdlour and redness. If this be rightly donegduces the white
and pure moon to the colour of that body from whiakas itself extracted. The old body may alsceree back its
former colour through the love of alluring Venusirh whose blood it, in the first instance, derivtscorigin.

But observe, likewise, that the spirit of salt adstroys the moon, and reduces it to a spiritsséece, according to
my teaching, out of which the " potable moon " n@yprepared. This spirit of the moon belongs tcsthigt of the
sun, as the female answers to the male, by thdatigruor conjunction of the spirit of mercury ¢s Dil.

The spirit lies hid in mercury, the colour you mesek in sulphur, and their coagulation in sa#ntljou have three
things which together are capable of once morergting a perfect thing. The spirit is fermentedtia gold with its
own proper oil; the sulphur is found in abundancéhe property of precious Venus. This kindlesfiked blood
which is sprung from it, the spirit of the saltthé Sages imparts strength and firmness, thougspihn of tartar
and the spirit of urine together with true vinedaaye great virtue. For the spirit of vinegar itd¢c@and the spirit of
lime is intensely hot, and thus the two spiritsfaend to be of opposite natures. | do not heralspecording to the
customary manner of the Sages. But | must not@appenly how the inner gates are to be unlocked.

In bidding farewell, let me impart to you a faithfword. Seek your material in a metallic substafideence prepare
mercury. This ferment with the mercury of its owloper sulphur, and coagulate them with salt. Dikgim
together; mix all according to weight. Then youlwlbtain one thing, consisting of elements spruongifone thing.
Coagulate and fix it by means of continuous warrftiereupon augment and ferment it a third timepating to
the teaching of my two last Keys, and you will fitheé object and goal of your desire. The usesefTihcture are
set forth plainly in my twelfth Key.

Thanks be to God.

As a parting kindness to you, | am constraineddi that the spirit may also be extracted from bl&akurn and
benevolent Jupiter. When it has been reduced ¥eeatwil, we have a means of robbing the commatridiq
quicksilver of its vivacity, or rendering it firrmd solid, as is also set forth in my book.

Postscript

When you have thus obtained the material, the regiaf the fire is the only thing on which you ndexstow much
attention. This is the sum and the goal of ouraedfor our fire is a common fire, and our furnaceommon
furnace. And though some of my predecessors héivie ile writing that our fire is not common firé may tell you
that it was only one of their devices for hiding timysteries of our Art. For the material is commam its

treatment consists chiefly in the proper adjustnoéiie heat to which it is exposed.
The fire of a spirit lamp is useless for our pugdsor is there any profit in "horse-dung,” nothe other kinds of
heat in the providing of which so much expensadsiired.
Neither do we want many kinds of furnaces. Onlytbhueefold furnace affords facilities for properggulating the
heat of the fire. Therefore do not let any babbBoghist induce you to set up a great variety peesive furnaces.
Our furnace is cheap, our fire is cheap, and ouena is cheap - and he who has the materialalglb find a
furnace in which to prepare it, just as he whoflag will not be at a loss for an oven in whichnifly be baked. It



is unnecessary to write a special book concertirsgpart of the subject. You cannot go wrong, smlas you
observe the proper degree of heat, which holdsdalmplace between hot and cold. If you discovis; §ou are in
possession of the secret, and can practise théoAmyhich the CREATOR of all nature be praised Mavithout
end. AMEN.

The Testament of Cremer

The Testament Of Cremer,
Abbot Of Westminster,
And Brother Of The Benedictine Order

A Tetrastich On This Work by M[ichael]. M[aier].

Either the meaning of the Author or the letter of his writings is akceitful.
Be on your guard, therefore. Everywhere a serpent lurks among the flowers.
Yet scorn not a friend who spoke as plainly as he might.
Beneath the shadowy foliage of words is concealed the golden fruit of Thut

The Testament Of Cremer, The Englishman,
Abbot Of Westminster,
And Friar Of The Benedictine Order

| have attempted to give a full and accurate actofiAlchemy without using any of those obscuréhtécal terms,
which have proved so serious a stumbling-blockéway of many students of this Art. | am here dbswg my
own experience during the thirty years which | g@emd wasted in perusing the writings of authoresehwhole
ingenuity seemed to have been concentrated upofirtied expressing thought in unintelligible langea The more
| read the more hopelessly | went astray, untilibProvidence at length prompted me to undertgkeraey to
Italy, and caused me to be accepted as a disgiplealb noble and marvellously learned Master Rayavith
whom | remained for a long time. In his eyes | fdwuch favour that he not only unfolded to me aiglar
knowledge of this Great Mystery, but at my mosheat entreaty, accompanied me to this island ofdfiag and
lived with me here two years. During his stay tardlughly instructed me in the whole secret of tloekwv
Subsequently, | introduced my noble master to listrgracious Majesty King Edward, who received kindly
and honourably, and obtained from him a promise@{haustible wealth, on condition that he (thedishould in
person conduct a Crusade against the Turks, thaiea®f God, and that he should thenceforward irefram
making war on other Christian nations. But, alai promise was never fulfilled, because the Kirgsgly violated
his part of the contract, and compelled my deartends fly beyond the seas, with sorrow and grietfiis soul. My
heart still burns within me when | think of the usij treatment which he received, and | have no reareest
longing than once more to behold his bodily presefor the model of his daily life, and the pugtyd integrity of
his mind, would move the most inveterate sinnegefgentance. In the meantime, rest assured, mastdule
Raymond, that | and my brethren day by day pouoaufprayers before God on your behalf. All wisdisrderived
from God, and ever ends in Him. Any one who dedresvledge should ask it of Him, for he gives lilér, and
without upbraiding. The height and the depth okatbwledge, and the whole treasure of wisdom arergunto
men of God, because in Him, and to Him, and thrddigh are all things, and nothing can happen withdigtwill.
In beginning my discourse | invoke the help of HiMmo is the source and origin of all good things.yMtae bright
light of His Spirit shine in my heart, and guide m® all truth; also enabling me to point out thers the true path
of Knowledge! May this prayer be granted by Him wsenthroned on High, and rules and governs algt)
world without end! Amen.
"In the Beginning was the Word - full of grace anath."

Prayer



Holy Lord, Almighty Father, Eternal God, deign tless and sanctify the fire which we unworthy men, b
invocation of Thy only-begotten Son our Lord JeGbsist, presume to bless. Hallow it, most graciGosl, with
Thy benediction, and let it tend to the good oflinenan race, through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Good Lord, Creator of the Red Light

Who dividest the times by certain seasons,

When the Sun vanishes, fearful Chaos comes again:

Oh Christ, restore the light to Thy faithful pedple

Though Thou hast studded heaven's floor with stars,

And inlaid it with the bright lamp of the Moon,

Yet Thou dost teach us also to strike light oulliafs,

And to fan it into life out of the stone-born spark

Thou art the true light of the eyes, and the ligfthe senses;

A mirror Thou art of things without and of thingstiin.

Accept this light which | bear, ministering,

Tinged with the unction issued from the peace-ingavirgin.

To Thee we come, great Father, thro' Thine only, Son

In whom Thy glory visibly shines forth,

And through Him, the Blessed Comforter,

Whom Thou didst send forth from Thy great heart.

In whom Thy Brightness, Honour, Light, and Wisdom,

Majesty, Goodness, and Mercy

Dwell with us throughout the Ages,

And draw us up to the Fountain of Light. Amen.

CHAPTER |
How to prepare the living water which constitutes he life of our Art
Take three oz. of tartar of good claret, strong jpunek. Add to it five 0z. of Petroleum, two oz.liefng sulphur, two
oz. of orange coloured Arsenic, three oz. of Rabuse two oz. of willow charcoal. Mix and distil dHese
ingredients in the "bath of Neptune,” in a wellggiered glass jar. Let this jar be about one cubit,rand carefully
closed to prevent any of the spirits or smoke fenaporating. When you see it turn of a pale coltakg it out of
the furnace, and let it cool. You ought to be ablprepare it in about four days. Be careful ndhtwle its smell,
for it is deadly poison. This water should be kiepd stout well-stoppered glass jar, and used daogto the
directions given in the following chapters. Tétler water should be twice distilled out of the urine of an
unpolluted youth of eighteen; if he be polluted tiater will have no vitality.
[Rabusenumis a certain red substance and earth coming fatthwater, which flows out of minerals, and is
brought to perfection in the month of July in asglgar exposed to the heat of the sun for 26 days.]
CHAPTER I
Take the water of an unpolluted youth after histfaleep for three or four nights, until you halweee pints. Put it
each night into a well-stoppered stone jar; rentheesediment. Strain out one pint of the thinnest urest part of
the liquid. Add two glasses of very strong vinedaq oz. of quicklime, half-an-ounce of the "livingater," of
which the preparation has been described aboveh®umixture into an earthen pot, and place oven ihlembic or
distilling vessel, rendered airtight with clay. liestand one day and one night before you put ithe fire. Then
expose it to gentle heat, and let it distil condilyifor five or six days and nights. Thus letldv by drops;
carefully lute your glass receptacle so that neisipérit nor smoke may escape, and when the lidistilling
assumes a blue or pallid colour, then abstractimgtiurther.
CHAPTER 11l
Smelt eight oz. of clear, hard iron ore, havindofemishes, in three or four parts, over a fiercarcbal fire;
extinguish it with so much of the Virgin water dabed in the second chapter as may be necessattyefqurpose.
Then take three oz. of tin, heat it for a shoretim the fire, and steep it in the Virgin wateruRd the iron ore and
the tin very small on a marble tablet, and whdreiins to cool feed it with some of the water adaid. Pour the
whole into a narrow-necked glass bottle, and $egl with lead. Put it in a safe place, and in ®etoyou should
fill a water-tight box (about one yard in heightittwfresh horse dung, and thrust your glass vesgeit. Next to
the bottle let there be a layer of unslaked quitel Shut the lid of the box closely, and neveklabthe mixture
but at the time of the full moon. Its colours vadintinue to change until it becomes fixed and haedeThen it is
precipitated towards the bottom of the vessel. Whias been in the box twelve weeks, it shouldjliée black.



You may then take it out, and keep it till the twieth day of March, when it should be once moreruimd small,
according to the directions given below.
CHAPTER IV
About the fifteenth day of March take three ozqoicksilver, and add to it half-an-oz. of "livingater.” Pass the
quicksilver five times through a strainer purgedhwye and well dried. Melt two pounds of lead, g it into a
pot. When it becomes liquid, thrust into it a thind skewer, and when the lead is still warm,dietady fixed,
remove the skewer, and pour in the quicksilvereiadt When the whole mass has cooled turn it oat €lab of
marble, pour some oil over it, pound it small, dw&iit into three parts, mix each with small pilubdsoot. Leave
them in a closely sealed vessel for eight daysstdnem to powder, and nourish this powder witiyaid
compounded in equal proportions of vinegar anddMiwater." Put the soft paste which must thusdsméd into a
high glass distilling vessel. Close up the uppet pbthe vessel with clay, and tie it up with e of leather or
parchment. Then plunge it into a wooden box, caoimgiglowing coals of juniper wood and oak, anevarttieth
part of iron filings. To test the degree of the firefore inserting the vessel put in it a piecdrgfpaper. If it catches
alight the fire is not too hot but if the thin stdsawhich remain of the paper after burning are etsssumed, then
the heat is excessive, and the door must be opdinbe temperature lowers; when it has becomeerly warm,
carefully add to it a spoonful of "living water dd€scribed in the first chapter). But take care thautstill is only
three-quarters covered with the coals, in orderyba may, whenever the moon is full, be able gyit remove
the cover, and see how the work is progressing.néter you perform this, add a spoonful of "livingter." At
first the colour of the mixture should be blackeafvards it will become white, and will pass thrbugrious
changes of colour. When the mixture turns solifha@d, its colour should be red of a somewhat dinde and it
should also be saline and heavy, no longer flowingubbling up towards the top of the vessel. fjlduo be
treated in the manner suggested for forty weelginbeng on the twenty-fifth of March. By the endtbfs period
the mixture will have become so hard as to buesttssel. When this happy event takes place, tiogevitouse will
be filled with a most wonderfully sweet fragrantteen will be the day of the Nativity of this mosessed
Preparation. Remember, that the iron box with ttedscought to be enclosed in another wooden bowhath the
object is to preserve the compound from the noxioflisences of the air.
CHAPTER V
Take two pounds of pure and soft lead, two pourfigeice tin, and melt them in the above-mentionetl-e®vered
clay jar. Place the whole on a wood fire, and kieé@pa moderate blaze for three hours. Removéftiem" of the
metallic ore till the whole mixture is pure andrtsparent, then add to it a fourth part of an owidbe Red Stone
powdered. Stir it gently with an iron spoon uritiétwhole mass turns red. Leave the jar for sevemyhours, and
during the last three hours expose it once mothd@entle heat of a blazing wood fire. While isi#l liquid you
can mould it into any shape you please; when iiéras you have before your eyes the Consummatitireofrhole
work. Mind you lift up your hands in grateful prayte the Giver of all good gifts. So be it.
CHAPTER VI
How to prepare a fire-proof clay in which to melt he metal
Take well-tempered potter's clay, or the whiteflearich is called Taxonium; mix it with a tenth paf horse
dung. When the jar has been formed, and is hafiddover it with thin filings of red or caldariucopper and fine
powder of red arsenic. When it is quite dry, snadhits lower part with saltpetre dissolved for tweehours in the "
living water" of our first chapter.
How to prepare the Clay
Make the "clay" which you are to use for stoppipgyour vessel and keeping it air-tight, of bitumenguicklime
mastic, and the white of eggs, well mixed withtédiwhite Armenian bolus. Let your petroleum beae| pure, and
yellow. Your Rabusenum should be clear, and ofighbrermilion.
It is my wish that Brother Alexander, and Richarfithis our Monastery, should copy this Testamerthe name of
the Most Blessed Trinity, and preserve it carefully
In the first place, let them diligently keep thers from all greedy and nefarious persons, andaleitto none but
the Abbot and Prior, for the time being, of our Msetery. Nor should it be made known to them uhélthave
sworn on the four Gospels that they will not revietd any men in power, or to any of the inferfiwethren of our
Monastery.
Moreover, it is my wish that the Art be not actyadkercised in this our Monastery, except to safr@m penury
and ruin-a contingency which is not likely to happseeing that | leave to it so great a treasupradious metals. |
also enjoin upon you who are in authority in thigibe, to wit, the Abbot and Prior, to have thislast will and
testament copied once in every sixty years, inrottai# it may not become illegible, either throubh ravages of
time, or through a change in the form of thosetemittharacters which render man's thought permanent



Furthermore, | command you not to betray the sexfréte preparation of the Red Dragon's Bloodherquantities
of substances required, or the manner of theitrtreat, or the time when the work should be takemaind, to any
human soul, except to the persons named abovd;adjdre you to keep and preserve intact, inviglatel
unbroken the trust committed to you, in the NamghefFather, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as yduomne day
have to answer me before the judgment seat of Chivisoever does not observe this my mandate, $ehdine be
blotted out from the Book of Life.

Magnesia is the smelted ore of iron. When the méxisi still black it is called the Black Raven. ibturns- white, it
is named the Virgin's Milk, or the Bone of the Wihdh its red stage, it is the Red Lion. When htlige, it is called
the Blue Lion. When it is all colours, the Sagemaat Rainbow. But the number of such names iolegand | can
only mention these few. Moreover, they were onleimted for the purpose of confounding the vulgad kiding
this mystery from the simple. Whenever you meehwibook full of these strange and outlandish texntsnames,
throw it aside at once: it will not teach you angth

...Concerning the Secrets of Alchemy

A Subtle Allegory
concerning the Secrets of Alchemy
very useful to possess
and pleasant to read.

By Michael Maier
The Secrets of Alchemy

After spending the best part of my life in the stwd the liberal arts and sciences, and in the @mpf wise men
and judicious scholars, | was compelled, as theltre$ my observation of mankind, to arrive at thelancholy
conclusion that the hearts of most persons areitbetr on ambitious and vainglorious projects, emssial
pleasures, or on the accumulation of wealth bgdl any means; and that few care either for Gddrarirtue. At
first | did not quite know whether to become a glikeof the laughing or of the weeping philosoptwrwhether to
join in the exclamation of the wise Prince of I4rdall things are vanity." But at length the Bibénd experience
taught me to take refuge in the study of the hidsknrets of Nature, whether pursued at home, bysnefabooks
or abroad, in the Great Volume of the World. Ndwe tnore | drank of the mighty fount of knowledde more
painfully my thirst, like that of Tantalus, seemedncrease. | had heard that there was a biréad¢&hoenix, the
only one of its kind in the whole world, whose feats and flesh constitute the great and glorioudiciree for all
passion, pain, and sorrow; which also Helena, aiereturn from Troy, had presented in the forma dfaught to
Telemachus, who thereupon had forgotten all hisoges and troubles. This bird | could not indeedéntpobtain
entire, but | was seized with an irresistible lorggio become possessed of at least one of itseshétlathers; and
for this unspeakable privilege | was prepared tngpall my substance, to travel far and wide, anehdure every
hardship. There was, of course, much to discounsgyeSome people denied the very existence of ttds dthers
laughed at my faith in its wonder-working propestiewas thus brought for a time to regard all thatitus, Pliny,
and all other writers have said as fabulous, ardbtdt whether, after all, the different narcoticsl opiates were
not a better remedy for anger and sorrow thanuppased virtues of the Phoenix. Moreover, | haddeéathe
simple method of curing these mental ailments ssiggeby a certain wise man to Augustus, whom he baa
through the twenty-four letters before saying amgtwhenever he was angry; and this suggestionaapdeo
supersede all other remedies. | had also readablestnf those moral philosophers who undertakegsguibe an
effective remedy for every disease of the mind. &tedr giving all these boasted specifics a fadl tt found, to my
dismay, that they were of little practical usemany cases, the causes of mental maladies appedrednaterial,
and to consist in an excess or defect of the bilef some other bodily substance; in all thesesasmedical
treatment seemed to be indicated; whence Galenptimee among physicians, was led to believe ¢hatacter
depends on temperaments of the body. As a soldigrimse all his bravery and strength by being st@iand
confined in a close prison, so even a good personyield to anger, simply through some vicious habbody.
This opinion is most reasonable in itself, anddene out, amongst other things, by the testimonighwis given by
Arnold of Villanova, in that book of his where hets forth the virtues of all medicines by meantabfes of the



four qualities: "The medicines that conduce toliattual excellence are those which strengtherdipestion, and
nourish the brain and the principal vitals, purging all superfluities, purifying the blood. ancepenting the ascent
of vapours to the brain; hence you will find thaamg medical writers speak of their medicines aslpctive of a
direct effect upon the mind, when it is only througe medium of the stomach, the brain, the bltieglJiver, etc.,
that they tend to brighten the intellectual fa@dtiby improving the general health of the bramal quickening all
processes of the body, that you may say they adugtive of joy, because they tend to strengthercthief limbs,
purify the blood, and produce good animal spi@ther medicines "lead to Paradise," as they disfiesbeart to
charity and to every good work. by their action mplee blood. Some medicinal herbs have the powekaifing
love, by increasing and clarifying the blood, ahdg quickening the sexual instinct; while other&enmen chaste
and religious, by inducing poverty and frigidity lmbod, and taking away the edge of all sensuattitep In the
same way, it is possible, by means of certain dnagsmake men stupid and insane, as men are rehdelieand
stolid by drinking, too much wine. You may alsoinet sometimes, that after eating a certain kinfbofl, men
become light-hearted, joyous, and inclined to darasing- though they are ordinarily staid and/gnaersons --
while other kinds of food have a contrary effecomphem. Thus, a physician has power to make arititiezal, a
chaste person lascivious, a timid person bold, lsiftap changing the complexion of his vital juic&ich are the
wonderful secrets of the medical Art, though ofrsey they are hidden from the foolish and the ignbrThere are
a great many infatuated persons who will not belithat medicine can do anything but cure a heaglacheuch
people know little of the resources of this sciedippocrates forbad the physicians whom he tatghgveal these
secrets; and it was a wise prohibition.” A littlether on the same writer says: " What medicinepraduce greater
heat than anger? or chill the body more than feaifivigorate the nerves more thoroughly than joy®&ourish and
comfort more gently than hope? And what more certaiise of death is there than despair?" Thedhangords of
the philosopher, and they shew that medicine negugh the body, cure the mind, and thus suppgneedy for
anger as well as other mental disturbances. tuésthat if there is a remedy for anger, it wourhdthe present state
of the world, hardly be very highly esteemed. $tiould calm the passions of individuals, althbugher persons
might not recognise its value. But that which menmbt care to have just now, may one day be iatgtemand.
Such is the vicissitude of all things human. Galeoe said that the savages of England and Germarg as
hostile to the science of Medicine as they wereiignt of it. But now the descendants of Galen's\tgmen are
sunk in barbarism, while the English and Germaestas most skilful physicians in the world. Thuséems very
likely that this Remedy may be one day in greatiestj especially when we consider its vast utiityd the
innumerable evils which anger brings upon men.

What has been said about anger applies with equag to grief; for while the symptoms of anger an@re or less
mental, those of grief produce a more perceptibtelasting effect on the body. This great Remedyafger and
grief, then, it would be most desirable to haveyéfcould only find the Phoenix which affords ithéte shall | look
for it? Where shall | enquire after it? Whom shalkk? | determined to go abroad, and to searct fitirl should
have found it. Fortune assists the brave: to tbelént and idle knowledge never comes. | wouldéeay native
country-dearly as | love it, and sadly as | shaulds my friends -- and wander from land to landlurghould be
able to return with the eagerly coveted Medicink b&ginnings are difficult: he who has never bsad, cannot
rejoice; he who has never erred, cannot be brcaaytk to the right way; and as the Chemists sayet@fs in
Alchemy a certain noble body, which is moved fromster to master. whose beginning is misery andhsssr
whose end is sweetness and joy." So | expecteddore hardships, and go through bitter experierméd, also
expected them to be crowned with the delights otess. Of the existence of the Phoenix | had nbtdou | could
not have looked for it. It is enough for me to &= Sun and its rays, even though | cannot toyend perhaps it is
as well for us that we cannot get so very cloghéoSun. But as to this Medicine which | seek; loan | have a
perfect knowledge of it before | see and touctHit®v can | become a Master before | have been dast¢hdhe
products of all countries are not the same; antgger | may learn in one part of the world whatrrea get to
know in another. Moreover, | asked myself the goesiCan a pilgrim's life hurt any one? Are we abtpilgrims
here below to that land whither our Saviour Chuss$ gone before? And is not the example of peratjpim set us
by the swallow, the herald of spring by the crahe,stork, and other birds of passage? Does nattioée world lie
open before man as the air is everywhere accegsiblieds? Great Phoebus himself, the god of the purneys
day by day over the wide expanse of the sky. Tlagtled man beats and pulsates in his bosom frorfirgteo the
last hour of his life; and being surrounded bytladise models and examples, it is natural for maeao the life of a
pilgrim, particularly if that pilgrimage be directéowards a certain goal. The merchant travels laret and sea to
buy the produce of distant climes; but a nobleramendise by far are science and knowledge, whiehher wares
of the mind. He who stays at home will there busythlents, and get to know little about the sexoétthe universe
Moreover, it is both pleasant to travel and honbler#o be always several hours' journey in advafitke Sun.
That which is most spiritual is most swift in itowements, while the lifeless earth alone is immévabhe other



three elements are in perpetual motion: the aiepa@ver the earth in the shape of winds, hurreane gales; fire
devours everything before it as it rushes onwarttiénconflagration of a great city; water runs glamrivers and
mighty streams, and hastes to reach the sea. lads@ook up and behold the heavens as they nmotheir glory.
The stars, the sun, and the moon know the timeseasbns of their rising and setting. A cannon balrojected
from one of our most powerful guns, would be mawanteight days in making the compass of the wavhddh is
more than 25,000 miles); but the Sun, notwithstagdlis vast size, accomplishes the same distan24 hours. It
would make our thoughts reel if we strove to reallge velocity with which Saturn moves round tha,Sand with
which the heavens revolve round their own axis. @watter still, and far more wonderful, is the ghbeEhuman
thought, which, in a moment of time, travels froneand of the heavens to the other. We may belietehe
angels, as spiritual beings, move with the quickma#ghat which is spiritual in man, viz. thougBtod alone does
not move; for He is everywhere. For all these raasbconceived that it would be both interestiplgasant,
honourable, and eminently profitable for me todullthe example of the whole world, and to undertake
pilgrimage for the purpose of discovering this weridl bird Phoenix. | therefore braced myself fdoag journey,
determining to travel. first, through all the cougs of Europe, then, if necessary, to Americanteeto Asia, and at
last to pass on to Africa. If, after carefully sg@ng for the Phoenix in all these parts of theldjdrdid not succeed
in finding it or hearing of it, | might reasonatiive up all hopes of ever setting eyes thereon.plée of my
journey was determined by the relative qualityhef €lements which the different parts of the weoeldresent, i.e.,
Europe stands for earth, America for water, Asiaaio, and Africa for fire; and earth cannot becaamireexcept
through the medium of water; nor can water becdreeekcept through the medium of air. | determirtedn, to go
first to Europe, which represents the grossest/astdo Africa, which represents the most subenent. But my
reasons will be set forth more clearly as | comspak of the different parts of the world.
EUROPE: EARTH
I left my native town on the day of the vernal egud, when the Moon and Sun were both in the sighrigfs, with
the intention of first travelling through Europedato enquire everywhere after the Phoenix. | tBakope to
represent the element Earth, because earth foerfetindation of all the ether elements, and stantdsbove the
water, so Europe is the mother of the whole waitd] though smaller than other continents, is vastperior to
them through the courage, energy, and mental strerigts inhabitants. Some say that one handf@asth gives
ten handfuls of water, a hundred handfuls of aid a thousand handfuls of fire; and this is thatre¢ importance
of the different continents, if Europe answersdale Europe has produced the bravest warriorsttenchost
distinguished conquerors; and though she has sdhather continents, she has herself never beengaigid by
them. Of the four great world empires, only one veamded by an Asiatic prince; the Macedonian,Rleenan, and
the Teutonic Empires, have all had their centrdsurope. Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar amamng her
sons. If we look at a map of Europe we may easgtg@ive that in shape this part of the world redema virgin;
but her heart is that of a lion. For these reasbdstermined to travel first through this Virgimoln, because it
clearly corresponds to the fundamental elementhear
Europe is a Virgin because of her beauty and sgpperity; a Lion because she has conquered otigrbas never
herself been conquered. Among the heavenly bodéeStn answers to Europe, and among the metatk, Fmi
though she produces little gold, and the sun shipes her with less fierceness than on Africa,spet is worthy of
being compared to the Sun and gold because oikttedlence of her people, though a few years aga seene real
lions were born in Germany, yet we call her a Lemenly on account of her stoutness of heart. Eui®the
Mother of the World, and Germany is her heart.
Nor is Europe without her marvels. In Pannonis ieported, men live in compact stone houses und&r. The
hot springs of Carlsbad, it is said, are hardenazistones. On the coasts of Prussia, a transpandntellucid stone
(amber), formed out of subterraneous vegetableguis cast ashore in large quantities. | do nottime the coral
of the Sicilian sea, which, originally a plant, ians outside water into a white or red tree ofeston the sealed
earth of Germany and Silesia... Europe then, is it Earth. This expression is for those who hear not witkirth
ears only but also with their brains, it is earthiat resists the fire, like gold, and is not resolinto air. Like the
boundary pillar of the gods of old, it "yields tore." Hence Europe (the gold of the universe) sdah®e very
place in which | should be most likely to heartd Phoenix and its Medicines But most of those whaomet
laughed at my quest, and said that, like Narcidsusd fallen in love with the shadow of my own ahithe echo of
my vain and ambitious thoughts, which had no sutistbexistence apart from my own folly. "The womafshe
Alchemists," said they, " are like clouds: they nmagan and represent anything, according to theyfahhim who
hears them. And even if there were such a medibun@an life is too brief for the search, all thatkas life worth
living will have to be neglected and thrust asidelevyou are engaged in hunting after it. If we péak up a
knowledge of this secret casually, and whilst dienpourselves to other pursuits, well; but if neg can very ill
spare the time for a closer search." These objes{at least the latter half of them) | met asofelt: "The quest of



this Medicine demands the whole powers of a mady land mind. He who engages in it only casualynot
hope to penetrate even the outward rind of knovdede object of our search is a profound secret,saman who
is not prepared to give himself wholly to this einginad much better abstain from it altogetheeddily
acknowledge that the powers of my mind are not stscto justify me in anticipating success. Butghiit within
me impels me to undertake this search; and | arfideo that God will at the last reward my patienaed my
humble waiting upon Him. As every King loves hise@u, as every bridegroom is devoted to his brioé regard
this science as more beautiful and lovely thantangtelse in the world besides Now, beautiful tisiage hard to
win, and hard toil is the way to all that is graatl glorious.” This was the gist of my answer. Ndwad already
travelled through a great part of Europe, wherduored to me that Italy and Spain are constandytioned by the
Ancients as the great seats of secret knowledgkl tirerefore directed my steps thitherward. Ini§paeard that
some Arabs (Geber, Avicenna, and others) had liveck a long time ago, and these had possessetiterful
Medicine; | was also told a great deal about He&xzaind his achievement in securing the golden ajblthe
Hesperides, and also the golden cup, wherein teévext the medicine for anger and sorrow. Now alident men
have decided that it contained a small portiorheffeathers of the Phoenix. | saw that Geryon thighthree bodies
was the theme of the philosopher's writings, thatcdles was a laborious artist, seeker of the Meeli®ut nobody
was able to give me any definite information. | dit, however, wish to leave Europe without vigtthe Canary
Islands, which are seven in number and are namattdrotta, Bonaventura, Great Canaria, Teneriften&a,
Ferro,and Palma. Three of them, Lancerotta, Gora@Ferro, are governed each by its own King.dHerr
naturally destitute of good drinking water, but thieabitants get a supply of it out of certain lifleaved trees,
which distil sweet water in such quantities asuffise for the whole island. Strangers and pirates land in the
island, being ignorant of this fact, are preveriigdvant of water from staying in Ferro very longowW it happened
about this time that the King of Gomera had diethauit leaving a male heir, and his subjects refiised
acknowledge the authority of his beautiful daugBkanche, unless she accepted the hand of somkwoger,
because they said that it was unworthy of men tauleal by a woman, and calculated to injure thelimass of the
national character-as was shewn by the experieit®ee peoples over whom women have borne swagrfpr
length of time. For there women had assumed theed&dmen, while men were degraded to the posgfamomen;
and, as a consequence, there followed the wiloestsses of profligacy and lewdness. So the royalenavas
prevailed upon to think of bestowing her hand inrnage. Now, there was in the island a royal yondmed
Brumazar (with beautiful dark locks and a splergtitien robe),who was passionately enamoured abtyed
maiden Blanche, and was loved by her in returnwdeed and won her, and the wedding was celebrated o
condition that she should bring to him as her doavdiamond of great value and magnitude, whilehweilsl
present to her a splendid ruby of incalculable tv¢ire., worth a million ducats); he, as her Kimgld.ord, should
protect her from all dangers and from the robbétls whom that country swarms, while she, on theepttand,
promised humbly to obey him without either subtgefwr tergiversation. After these preliminariegytiwvere linked
together in close and indissoluble marriage, inclwtihey lived long and happily; and it was predidieat a son
should be born to them, who would be a mighty cenoiy and would carry his victorious arms as fathasPillars
of Dionysus in India... So you see that | was uaablget any information whatsoever about the Pixdarthe
course of my wanderings through Europe; | thereftatermined to set sail for America, in the hop thmight be
more fortunate among the savages of that Contif@nt remembered the words of the poet:
"Accident is a mighty helper; let your hook alwdsbaited; in the least likely river you may cayohur fish.”
AMERICA: WATER
In these days, when commerce has opened up, asdt & highroad across the seas to America (oa indhe
West), there is no very great difficulty in readhithat continent; but far different were the ciratamces under
which it was first discovered. After leaving theldnds of the Blessed," | became a passenger ad bba ship
which had an eagle for its figurehead; and, afteativering many severe gales and hurricanes, veagithl landed
in Brazil, a great province of America, entirelyeoed with forests. The surface of the countrynily @otted here
and there with the homestead of a settler; thexdeay towns, and the inhabitants are sunk in igmeaand
unskilled in the arts of civilisation. How, therguid | hope to hear anything about the Phoenix ajp@ople who
could hardly read or write? Yet there are in tluartry many rare and beautiful birds which arefoahd
elsewhere, though, of course, the Phoenix, bemgaculous bird, must not be sought among commauusfor he
trees of the land are of a rich colour and swesgrfince; and one day when | was enjoying the vahlliby of the
forest, and listening to the natural music of tirdd) | happened to find an apple of unusual amlisite beauty,
which on a closer view exhibited the following iription:
Within is that which, if you deliver it to its
grandmother, there will thence arise a son who
may cling to his mother in loving embrace.



From this union will arise in a- short time a
noble tree which will render to the husbandman
a golden harvest.
After much thinking, it occurred to me that thed@éich was in the fruit must be placed in the leéits
grandmother, since the parent tree was its motBer).took it as a gift of God, sowed the seed,&hdn there had
sprung up a little tree, | grafted it into the pareree (first having sawn off that tree closehe ground) and when
the two had grown together, they became a much glormus tree than either of them had been beford,the
fruit was that of the scion which had been insentéal the parent tree.... It is said that before $paniards reached
Brazil, there were no horses in that country, s the natives regarded a horse soldier as a nidredfenan and
half beast; but when both horses and asses hadrismfuced by the strangers, it was thought mestrdble to
obtain also some mules which are the common offgpsf these two animals. Now, there was a cerfaiief evho
possessed a large number both of asses and hamgldse took particular interest in this matter.kdew very well
how to breed horses from horses, and asses fraes,d8# he was not acquainted with the proper ndedifio
breeding mules from both; while he was au aredlatxperiments which are made in the dark, i.&haut the
light of previous experience, are both dangerouasiantertain. The consequence was that all histefforproduce a
mule out of a stallion and a she ass were dooméltwe, no doubt because their seeds were nodahiix the right
proportion. At last a Sage who was passing that wagt whose insight into the secret working of Katvas
infinitely keener and more complete than that athignorant people, gave our chief the followidgiee:
If you would obtain a mule resembling the
paternal ass in length of ear and slowness of
gait, you should feed each of the parents with
just as large a quantity of food as their nature
requires. Would you know what this proportion
is? Give to the male twice as much as to the
female, then a mare will conceive a mule from
an ass.
This advice was taken by the chief and, after sdvailures, his perseverance Was crowned with detasuccess.
Nor does it appear contrary to Nature's general fflat two different parents should produce offsprivhich
differs from them both. Look at the leopard, whistsaid to be the offspring of the pard and thedis; in the same
way the wolf and bitch beget the lynx; a scion itesginto a good tree produces fruit different frirase of the
parent stock- new varieties of flowers are obtainga judicious mingling of the pollen; and the pamvder called
"our Tincture,"” being mixed with quicksilver ovéret fire, produces gold which is utterly unlike eitlthe one or the
other. Now, these Americans are able to perfornoat singular experiment with metals, and partidulaith gold.
They have a kind of water in which gold becomes lsk# wax and capable of being moulded with thachato
any shape they please. This water is not a coepsince it does not burn the fingers of those take up the gold.
But we need not doubt that it is some chemicalaliety, and that it is obtained by a distilling pees... As | could
gain no further information in America, | begarthink of taking the first opportunity of crossing Asia: | took
with me a very heavy and valuable piece of a aekeid of wood, the most precious | saw here inzBrand
which is remarkable for its brilliant ebony colotoy this black colour seems proper to America égson of the
blackish poplars and the soil dyed with variousshiéne colour of this wood seems to arise fronhiat of the
sun, and the wonderful peculiarity of the Americail, of which Monandez, that learned physiciaisefiille,
writes as follows: "The variety of colour exhibitbg the soil of Peru is most remarkable. If youkiab it from a
distance, it has the appearance of a patchworkspréad out to air in the sun: one part of itriseq, another blue,
others again are yellow, white, black, and red. Ndithese are different kinds of mineral eartle thack earth, if
mixed with water or wine, makes an excellent iihie, ted soil is said to be the ore of quicksilved ¢he Indians
paint themselves with it." -- Well, | took my woodent aboard a ship, with a white unicorn for itaife head, and
setting sail for Asia, soon arrived in the Persaarif.
ASIA: AIR
Asia is the third continent of the world, the coetit which answers to the element of Air, andliteate is more
temperate than that of the other continents, iaseijually remote from the intense cold of Euragpe] the intense
heat of Africa. Being both warm and moist, it madtnirably corresponds to the element of air; itst iealmost
everywhere tempered by the vapours which ascemd tine sea. Moist, warm air has fire for its fatlserd water for
its mother, and retains the most active qualitidsoth its parents. Thus air is a mediator betwibertwo hostile
elements, and in its own compaosition reconcileg #tefe. In the same way Asia binds Europe (aatid Africa
(fire) together, the grossest and the most sulbtlieeoelements; but without Asia (air) there woh&no union
between them. By means of air, fire clings gladlgarth, and fosters it; but without air, the Saon goes out. It is



the prerogative and distinctive mark of Asia tatlbe centre of the world, and to bring forth sualitfras require a
warm soft air, as, for instance, dates, balsancespif all kinds, and gold itself. Asia is the deadf our race, the
seat of the first Monarchy, the birthplace of o@dRemer. From the Persian gulf | travelled straigittugh the
continent, till | reached those parts of Asia Mimdrere Jason is said to have obtained the goléerdl So, being
greatly interested in these old world occurrenteslked out one day to a place said to be the fi¢IMars, and the
site of the Palace of Aetes, the descendant dbtime there | met an old man of venerable aspecaatitritative
port, who saluted me graciously, and to whom, a#airning his salutation, | addressed the follgnivords:
"Master, if | am not troubling you too much, kinddnlighten my ignorance, as | can doubt neither wtility nor
your willingness to help a stranger.” He havinqhdigd his willingness to do for me all that layhis power, |
asked him whether those things which were relatddstory and poetry concerning Jason and his gdiéece,
were real facts or mere poetical fictions. He schiknd made the following reply to my questionmitself am
Jason, and better able than any one else to givinjermation concerning those things which havegeamed to
myself. You need not be afraid, for during my iifie¢ | was no man's enemy, but succoured all, ligead
physician; and now that | no longer belong to thisld, | am still as kindly disposed towards my mabbrethren.
On this spot stood the royal seat of my fatheraiw;|Aetes, whose father was the Sun-not, indeadl hésavenly
luminary (which would be incredible), but one likés him in name, and face, and dignity. The golfieece of the
ram, which Mercury had transmuted, and which Abtas hung in the grove of Mars, | obtained in tHiofeing
manner: Medea was my chief adviser, and she enatdeoly her wise counsel to contend successfullinagthe
fierce and venomous monsters. The watchful Dragidngefied with a narcotic, which | cast into hiawn and
while he was in that helpless state, | hastenexti@ct his teeth. These had to be buried in dasthprepared and
ploughed up by means of bulls vomiting fire, whitlk was extinguished by water poured into theiruths. Then
Medea gave me the images of the Sun and Moon, withibich, she said, nothing could be done." | askbdre |
should find all these things. His answer was tleapibtained them Medea, but he could not tell mergvbbe was be
found. "When she left me in her madness," he Saitle was to wedded to old Aegeus, to whom she Mewius;
Medus afterwards went to Asia, and became the feuotithe Median race." | wished to ask Jason nmaoge
guestions, but he excused himself from answeriamttand vanished before my eyes. Then | saw thhatideen
speaking of the Medicine of which | was in seamhich also he had shadowed out under the figutbeofolden
fleece. For the crest of the Phoenix and its feataee described by the learned as exhibiting degosplendour. |
did not indeed meet with many learned men in Asid;l was well satisfied to have explored that &es"aerial
earth," especially as Syria and the Holy Land (whiir rivers of Adonis and Jordan, in which thedeNaaman
was cleansed) form part of it. In Syria, it is teththat Adonis was killed by a boar, hounded oiMiays, and that
from his wounds there flowed forth that balm by meaf which human bodies are preserved from decsitipio.
On this continent stood the Holy of Holies, intoigfhour Most High Priest entered when He had madeesnent
for the sins of the whole race on the Cross of &givto Him let us now utter forth the most ardéesires of our
hearts in the following prayer:
O great and merciful Saviour of the world, Jesuasthwho being God from all eternity, next madestn in time,
in order that, as our Mediator, Thou mightest u@itel and man, by satisfying the eternal and irdipibwer of God
which human sin had provoked to wrath, that isaty 3 hyself, the Father, and the Holy Spirit. Hus fourpose
Thou wast born into this world and didst go abaitgd good among men and didst sanctify this eaythity
miracles, Passion, Resurrection, and Ascensiofl.hBe | pray from the very bottom of my heart trafTaou hast
given this Medicine for the use of men by ordinargans, and meanwhile hast Thyself cured incurabades by
Thy Divine power, Who art the Great Physician: $o@ wouldst bestow the gift of this most preciousditine
upon me, the very humblest of thy servants, whdlfersake of this most blessed knowledge have tagen
myself so weary a pilgrimage, and so many toils lzendiships, as Thou well knowest -- in order thagl use it to
the glory of Thy Name, and for the relief of myfewing brethren. Thou who art a searcher of hekngyest that |
despise all worldly pomp, and desire to consearatdife to Thee, if Thou wilt but work in me bothe will and the
power of performance: Grant to me the power of @sérg boundless charity, of relieving all suffeyin both
bodily and mental: Bless me with the gracious gfifThy Medicine, which comes next in value aftez freace of
mind and eternal happiness which Thou hast gaioedsd, in order that its virtue may be effectuatha cure of
human sorrow, disease, and pain; to the everlaptimige of the everblessed Trinity, world withootdeAmen.
When | had poured forth this prayer to the Givealbfjood things, | remembered that besides the Velrich once
flowed with milk and honey, but now, under Turkiste, has become utterly barren and sterile, the®also in
Asia, Paradise, which was created for man whilevae still perfect. Knowing that this blessed gardes situated
near Babylon, | journeyed to the spot, but founthimy except a confluence of certain rivers. Thdrtcavelled to
the maritime parts of India, and found a city, edlOrmuz, of which there ran a proverb, that ifweeld was a
ring, Ormuz would be its gem. In this city theresveagreat concourse of eager visitors from the hol



neighbourhood; and when | asked one of them whhkewras hastening, he said: To the terrestrialdigga"What,"
said |, "was | unable to find the ancient garde&dén, and do these people speak of a new PardBisethe man
left me standing there, and pursued his journdgstsas he could. While | was considering whetrsdrduld follow
him, it occurred to me that | should do well to ptithe plan of Columbus, the discoverer of Amerfa.l went to
the different gates of the city, and determinetb&ave it by that one where the sweetest and magtdnt odours
were borne towards me on the air. This | did, asddn found myself on a road where the air was asahight
well come from an earthly Paradise, yet was fretpaeby very few travellers. Ormuz being situatedharisland,
we soon had to cross a sea, where | saw men fistaingearls of the purest whiteness. Having obthswene of
these for love and money, | had no doubt that Id@de into possession of one of the most impogabstances of
the Medicine, for the whiteness of these pearlssuas as to defy exaggeration. After pursuing noyjey on the
mainland, along a very narrow by-path, for someetilmreached a point where two roads met, and tlvasea statue
of Mercury, of which the body was silver while thead was overlaid with gold. The right hand of giestue
pointed towards the Earthly Paradise, and whem Ifbllowed for some time the road which it indiahté came to a
very broad and deep river, which it was impossibleross without a boat, though far and wide tlveais no boat to
be seen; but the beauty of the other shore condimeethat it must be the Earthly Paradise. Thestnddch grew
there were covered with golden, orange, citronwad, purple, and intensely red flowers. There vemergreen
laurels, junipers box-trees, and great store addumns of all colours and of the sweetest fragraswoafiowers,
amaranths, lilies, roses, hyacinths, &c. The ear etearmed with the songs and cries of nightingaleskoos,
parrots, larks, thrushes, and hundreds of othewhkrand unknown birds; nor was there wanting theeswausic of
instruments and sweet-toned organs; the taste ratifiey, as it seemed, with all manner of deligdtits, and the
fragrance which streamed out on the breeze wasasicharmed while it rendered insensible the afgaterves of
all the people who lived round about, just as thisaof the Nile cataracts becomes inaudible teghoho are used
to it. But what did the sight of all these glor@®fit me, who, for want of one little boat, wasabie to get at them?
So | turned away, with the firm resolution of compipack, as soon as | could do so with a bettergghahsuccess;
in the meantime, | should be most likely to finé fhoenix that | was in search of, if | crossed doefrica
without further delay. So | directed my course todgathe Red Sea, and there landed in Africa.
AFRICA: FIRE
When | reached Africa, more than a year had elafyeed my first setting out; the Sun had once mareed the
sign of the Lion, the Moon was at her height inloeise of Cancer. All these were circumstancestwingpired
me with hope. The intense heat of the African ctarr@nders the whole continent torrid, sterile, dnd It has few
rivers, but many wild beasts, which meet togethdhariverside, and bring forth among themselvasymew and
strange shapes, for which Africa is so well kno@atyrs, cynocephali, and semi-human beings aretcdiick
there. There are the Mountains of the Moon, andsitthat bears up the heavens on its shouldetbealt abound in
minerals and in serpents. There also is collet¢tedtood of the Dragon which the Dragon has suétad the
Elephant; but when the Elephant falls dead, theggdmas crushed, and the blood which it has drunkéssed out of
it. Again, in the neighbourhood of the Red Seaamimal name®rtus has been observed, the colour Of whose
head is red, with gold lines up to the neck, whieeyes are deep black and its feet white, totivt fore feet, but
the hind feet are black, the face up to the eyatewh description which tallies exactly With thalhich Avicenna
gives of our Medicine. Now | heard that not famfrthe Red Sea there lived a prophetess, namedytieeEaean
Sibyl, in a rocky cave; and | thought well firstalf to enquire of her concerning this Phoenixs khe that
prophesied and predicted the coming of the Sonaaf i@ the flesh This assertion has indeed beertignes by
many writers, but it is borne out by Eusebius,gheat historian of the Early Church, and by Cicée.great orator,
who, as is well known, translated this prophecy ihie Latin tongue. Abundant evidence to the sdifieetenay
also be collected from the works of Virgil, themmé of Roman poets. The passage of Cicero whiafasred to by
Eusebius, will be found in the second book of teatise De Divinatione (On Divination). . . . When | came to her,
| found her sitting in her cave, which was beall§fovergrown with the spreading boughs of a gregen, and
covered with green sod. | saluted her with the iestland most deferential humility. At first shesed somewhat
startled at my sudden appearance, and hastilyatette¢o the interior of the cave. But she was seom over by my
earnest entreaties, and prevailed upon to shewlhatghe entrance of her habitation. "Who artthstranger?" she
enquired, "and what wouldest thou of me? Dost thattknow that a man may not approach a virgin dwaglls in
solitude?" "It is not forward boldness that hasugiat me hither,” | replied; " but | have come aft@ature
deliberation, because | feel that it is you, and smne, that can resolve certain doubts whiché&vy on my mind.
If you will shew me this great kindness, I, on nartppromise to do you suit and service, and tfil fail your
commands, as far as lies in my power" When shadhbase words, her countenance cleared, and sbd askin a
more kindly tone what my business was. "l canrgtig continued, "deny anything to men like you wieamnxious
to learn." "There are two things," | returned, caming which | would crave plain and straightfordiamstruction



from you. namely, whether there was and is in tlwesmtries of Arabia and Egypt a wonderful bird eanfPhoenix;
whether its flesh and feathers are really an effdanedicine for anger and grief; and, if so, whteebird is to be
found? "The object of your search," she rejoinéla“great and glorious one; doubt is the firgjestaf knowledge,
and you have also come to the right place andigie person. For the country in which you now fyalrself is
Araby the Blest, and nowhere else has the Phoeeixteeen found; moreover, | am the only person edwdd
possibly give you any definite information about ivill teach you, and this land will exhibit t@y, the glad sight
of which | speak. Therefore, listen to my words #gdhe Blest and Egypt have from of old rejoicethimsole
possession of the Phoenix, whose neck is of a gdide, while the rest of its body is purple, aschigad is
crowned with a beautiful crest. It is sacred to$m, lives 660 years, and when the last hoursdifé approaches,
it builds a nest of cassia and frankincense, ifiNgith fragrant spices, kindles it by flapping isngs towards the
Sun, and is burnt to ashes with it. From thesesasfere is generated a worm, and out of the woyouag bird
which takes the nest, with the remains of its parmd carries it to Heliopolis (or Thebes), thered city of the
Sun in Egypt. Now, this whole tale which you fimdthe books of the Ancients is addressed to thel msither than
to the ear; it is a mystical narrative, and like thieroglyphics of the Egyptians, should be my#tidaot
historically) understood. An ancient Egyptian writells us that the Phoenix rejoices in the Sud, that this
predilection is its chief reason for coming to Egyye also relates that his countrymen were irhtitat of
embalming the Phoenix if it died before its tinfeydu therefore regard this tale as an allegory, wil not be far
wrong; and you know that the flesh and feathethisfbird were of old used in Heliopolis as a regnéat anger
and grief." When | heard her say this, | was ftiljay, and asked her whether she could tell me tmbecome
possessed of this Blessed Bird and Medicine. Shmiged not to forsake me, and to do all in her pdwéelp me
out of my difficulty. "Nevertheless," she continyéthe most important part of the enterprise maspérformed by
the toil of your own hands. | cannot describe ta yoexact and unmistakable terms the place wher&hoenix
lives, yet | will endeavour to make it as plainytmu as | may. Egypt, you know, owes all her fdstito the Nile,
whose sources are unknown and undiscoverablehbuhbuths by which it is discharged into the sea, a
sufficiently patent to all. The fourth Son of thdeNis Mercury, and to him his father has givenhauity to shew
you this bird, and its Medicine. This Mercury yoayrexpect to find somewhere near the seven mofitihe dNile;
for he has no fixed habitation, but is to be fomogv in one of these mouths, and now in anotheghahked the
Virgin Prophetess most cordially for her gracioaf@imation, and at once set my face towards thetinsoof the
Nile, which are seven:-the Canopic, the Bolbitie Sebennitic, the Pelusian, the Tenitic, the Pébi@and the
Mendesic. The way to the Canopic mouth led me tjincaan ancient Christian burial ground, where a most
miraculous occurrence is witnessed every year @artain day in May. From dawn to noon on that deydead
bodies gradually rise from their graves until tlzeg completely visible to the passers by; and fnoon to sunset
they gradually sink back again into their tombghl§ be true, as eye-witnesses testify, it is atroertain proof of
the resurrection of the human body, and exhibil®se analogy to the resuscitation of the dead Riko&Vhen |
reached the island of Canopus, | enquired wheregmwas to be found. But the people were only hegsty
puzzled by my questions. Some said that, accotditermes, Egypt exhibits an image of the heavamd the
seven mouths of the Nile (of which the Canopitis tnost considerable) correspond to the seventglahe
Canopic mouth they called the habitation of Sattlra,grandfather of Mercury; Mercury was to be fbdomiciled
in some other mouth of the river. At the Bolbitionth none of those persons of whom | enquired kaeything
about Mercury. Near the third or Sebennitic moutiod the city of Sebennis, of which the inhabitamése so
savage and cruel towards strangers, and so utteshjtute of all the arts and graces of civilizatithat | could not
conceive of Mercury, the god of culture and scietigang in their midst. Moreover, a certain peasahom | asked
whether Mercury's house was there, old me thatkdeathouse in the town but that he never liveceth®o | at once
went on to the fourth or Pelusian mouth of the fllee famous city of Pelusium is said to have Heended by
Peleus, the father of Achilles. It separates Asih Arabia from Egypt, and was at one time a mostithg town.
When | heard of its greatness in commerce and tngdwnd of the large quantities of Arabian goldiecthare
imported in this city, one of the wealthiest mart&gypt, | felt assured that | should find the dlimg of Mercury
here; but | was told by the inhabitants that herdiicome there very often, though he was receigea most
welcome guest whenever he did visit it. This andfilled me with dismay, which was in proportionttee hopes
which | had conceived, but | determined not to amsnmy search till | should have visited the themaining
mouths of the river.
At the Tenitic mouth of the Nile, | learned quiterauch as | had learned everywhere else, namehyagptWhen
the people who lived there told me that Mercuryaresame to them at all, | began to bewail my haplate, and
the many fruitless journeys | had undertaken; amoWw saw that perhaps it would have been wisente tbegun at
the other end. There. however, | was; only two heuwaif the river were left; and in one of these Meyavould be
found, if indeed the Prophetess had spoken truthéAPhoenetic mouth another disappointment awaid



Mercury had once lived there, but had long sincgrated somewhere else. At the seventh, or Mendesiath,
nothing whatever was known about him. It may easflymagined that, after this long series of dis@mments, |
began to suspect the Sibyl very strongly of hawagt me on a fool's errand, for | had now visiteelrg one of the
mouths of the Nile, and yet had not found everaeetiof Mercury in any of them. Or if the words loé prophetess
had been true, it seemed as if the various pedpldrom | had enquired must have deceived me witefa
information. But after more mature consideratiorh&f answers which had been returned to my quesiiotie
different places | arrived at the conclusion thaadl merely misapprehended their meaning. Sodaett my steps,
and at length succeeded in finding Mercury in ofihe mouths, where the people had at first apjpetar&now
nothing about him. He shewed me at great lengtierevhmust look for the Phoenix and where | coldthn
possession of it. When | reached the place to whéctirected me, | found that the Phoenix had tearip
deserted it, having chanced to be chosen umpirecestthe owl and other birds which pursue it, ofclvtbattle we
have treated otherwise. It was expected back @waneeks; but, as | could not afford to wait saglgust then, |
thought | might be content with the informationddhgained, and determined to consummate my seascme
future time. So, having returned to my native ldnchbmposed the following epigrams in honour of &ieyl,
Mercury, the Phoenix, and the Medicine.
EPIGRAM
In Honour of the Erythreaean Sibyl, named Herophyle

| thank thee, great prophetess, Whose inspirasioi of the fiend, but of the Spirit of God, tifadu didst direct
me on my way to the Son of Nilus, who should shetoume the bird Phoenix. Full of sacred knowledbgeu didst

utter forth thy oracles when thou didst sing of Gdtb should come in the fashion of a man. Thou & Him

who, bearing the sentences of highest justice,bgilthe omnipotent judge of the whole world, thotlgiu wert

called a Gentile Maiden, and though men said tiai touldst know nothing of Him. The cave nearRieel Sea

cannot hold thy. greatness, when Christ shall ctaige for His own in Heaven.
EPIGRAM
Dedicated to Mercury of the Sages.

The Latins call thee Mercury, the Messenger ofGloels; among the Greeks thy name is that of greahete Thou
art called Tenthius on the soil of Egypt; thy fattgeNilus, who enriches that soil, and has bedweshtinto thee
untold wealth. Thou hast duly conveyed to the pespf Egypt the laws which Vulcan, being in thersewith

thee, has given. All nations of the world beholeethvith delight, yet thou desirest to be knowndoyfew. Of how

many secrets of Nature have the keys been entrtestbgt keeping! Thy face is red, thy neck is yellaghy bosom
is whiter than purest snow. Thy feet are shod bititk sandals, a wand with a double snake in ne hists thy
hand. This is thine apparel whereby thou art knawall, O Hermes ! Thy complexion is fittingly afdr hues.
Thou didst shew to me the glorious bird Phoeniti®ymouth of an interpreter, and | thank thee ligribve with
all my heart; though the words be light, they asdglity with gratitude.
AN EPIGRAM
In Praise of the Phoenix
O Marvel of the World, prodigy without a blot, unig Phoenix who givest thyself to the great Saghg!féathers
are red, and golden the hues of thy neck; thyiedsiilt of cassia and Saboean frankincense. Whetife is
drawing to a close, thou knowest the secret wayattire by which thou art restored to a new existehtence thou
gladly placest thyself on the altar of Thebes,rioheo that Vulcan may give thee a new body. Thegolglory of thy
feathers is called the Medicine of health, andctime of human woe. Thou has power to cast out ssaad to
make the old young again. Thee. Blessed Bird, lldvoather have than all the wealth of the world] &me
knowledge of thee was a delight which | soughtnfiany years. Thou art hidden in the retreat of tlowea nest, and
if Pliny writes that he saw thee in Rome, he daeatly err. Thou art safe in thy home, unless stoubsh boy
disturb thee: if thou dost give thy feathers toarg; | pray thee let him be a Sage.
On the Hermetic Medicine of the Phoenix
If all the mountains were of silver and gold, whattuld they profit a man who lives in constant fedeath ?
Hence there cannot be in the whole world anythigtielo than our Medicine, which has power to hdahal
diseases of the flesh. Wealth, and riches, and gtllgield the prize to this glorious possessiand whoever does
not think so, is not a man, but a beast.
If anyone will not acknowledge the force of readom must needs have recourse to authority.
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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE
I, being an anonymous adept, a lover of learnind,aphilosopher, have decreed 'to write thiliitbatise of
medicinal, chemical, and physical arcana, in ther 1645, after the Birth of Christ, and in the 2@edr of my age,
to assist in conducting my straying brethren outeflabyrinth of error, and with the further olije€ making
myself known to other Sages, holding aloft a tarttich may be visible far and wide to those whograing in
the darkness of ignorance. The contents of thikBwe not fables, but real experiments which | heaen, touched,
and handled, as an adept will easily conclude fiteese lines. | have written more plainly about tisthan any of
my predecessors; sometimes | have found myseli@wery verge of breaking my vow, and once or tiad to
lay down my pen for a season; but | could not tekisinward prompting of God, which impelled meprsevere
in the most loving course, who alone knows the thaad to whom only be glory for ever. Hence, | omiotedly
gather that in this last age of the world, many bdéicome blessed by this arcanum, through whaté tlaus
faithfully written, for | have not willingly left ay-thing doubtful to the young beginner. | know mavho with me
do enjoy this secret, and am persuaded that mang with also rejoice in its possession. Let theyhalill of God
perform what it pleases, though | confess myselfiramorthy instrument through whom such great thistgsuld be
effected.

CHAPTER |

Of the need of Sulphur for producing the Elixir
Whoever wishes to possess this secret Golden Flefieh has virtue to transmute metals into gofahusd know
that our Stone is nothing but gold digested tohilghest degree of purity and subtle fixation to ethit can be
brought by Nature and the highest effort of Artglahis gold thus perfected is called "our gold,"loger vulgar,
and is the ultimate goal of Nature. These wordsygih they may be surprising to some of my readeesirue, as |,
an adept, bear witness; and though overwise peesanstain chimerical dreams, Nature herself istmasderfully
simple. Gold, then, is the one true principle ofification. But our gold is twofold; one kind is moge and fixed,
the yellow Latten, and its heart or centre is diree whereby it is kept from destruction, and oplyrged in the fire.
This gold is our male, and it is sexually joinedatanore crude white gold -- the female seed: tleetbgether being
indissolubly united, constitute our fruitful Herntapdite. We are told by the Sages that corporal gotlead, until
it be conjoined with its bride, with whom the co&ing sulphur, which in gold is outwards, musttbened
inwards. Hence it follows that the substance whiehrequire is Mercury. Concerning this substanahes uses
the following words: "Blessed be the Most High Galab created Mercury, and made it an all-prevailing
substance." And it is true that unless we had Mgrcdichemists might still boast themselves, blitlair boasting
would be vain. Hence it is clear that our Mercigyot common mercury; for all common mercury isaenthat is
corporal, specific, and dead, while our Mercurgpgitual, female, living, and life-giving. Atterdosely to what |
say about our Mercury, which is the salt of theewisen. The Alchemist who works without it is likenan who
draws a bow without a string. Yet it is found nowehe a pure state above ground, but has to baatztt by a
cunning process out of the substance in whichigtgx

CHAPTER Il

Of the Component Principles of the Mercury of tlag&s
Let those who aim to purify Mercury by means ofsdhaeces and other foreign bodies, and by strahgmical
processes, understand that though our water isusricomposed, it is yet only one thing, formedh®yconcretion
of divers substances of the same essence. The o@mjscof our water are fire, the vegetable "Saturtiquid,"”
and the bond of Mercury. The fire is that of min&alphur, which yet can be called neither mineial metallic,
but partakes of both characters: it is a chaogioit,sbecause our fiery Dragon, that overcomestaifigs, is yet
penetrated by the odour of the Saturnian liquglbibod growing together with the Saturnian sap arie body
which is yet neither a body (since it is all vdigtinor a spirit (since in fire it resembles meltedtal). It may thus
be very properly described as chaos, or the matha&lt metals. From this chaos | can extract eveng -- even the
Sun and Moon -- without the transmutatory Elixirisl called our Arsenic, our Air, our Moon, our Mg, and our
Chalybs: these names representing the differegéstaf its development, even unto the manifestatfahe kingly



diadem, which is cast out of the menstruum of @rtdd. Learn then, who are the friends of Cadmuw i8 the
serpent that devoured them; what the hollow oakhich Cadmus spitted the serpent. Learn who aredkes of
Diana, that overcome the green lion by gentleregsn the Babylonian dragon, which kills everythivith its
venom. Learn, also, what are the winged shoes eofllg, and who are those nymphs whom he charmsdanm
of his incantations.

CHAPTER IlI

Concerning the Chalybs of the Sages
Our Chalybs is the true key of our Art, without waihithe Torch could in no wise be kindled, and astthe magi
have delivered many things concerning it, so amarngar alchemists there is great contention atstoature. It is
the ore of gold, the purest of all spirits; a sedrdernal, and yet most volatile fire, the wondéthe world, the
result of heavenly virtues in the lower world -f fehich reason the Almighty has assigned to it atngéorious and
rare heavenly conjunction, even that notable sigosg nativity is declared in the East. This stas 8&en by the
wise men of old, and straightway they knew that@aBGKing was born in the world. When you see dtsstellation,
follow it to the cradle, and there you will beh@deautiful Infant. Remove the impurities, look opbe face of the
King's Son; open your treasury, give to him goltfj after his death he will bestow on you his flasld blood, the
highest Medicine in the three monarchies of th¢hear

CHAPTER IV

Of the Magnet of the Sages
As steel is attracted towards the magnet, and tgmet turns towards the steel, so also our Madtratts our
Chalybs. Thus, as Chalybs is the ore of gold, sdvtagnet is the true ore of our Chalybs. The hiddemre of our
Magnet abounds in Salt, which Salt is the menstriruthe Sphere of the Moon, and can calcine gotidls Tentre
turns towards the Pole with an archetic appetiteyhich the virtue of the Chalybs is exalted inegrkes. In the
Pole is the heart of Mercury, the true fire (in @his the rest of its Master), sailing through tisat sea that it may
arrive at both the Indies, and direct its courseheyaspect of the North Star, which our Magnet minifest.

CHAPTER V

Of the Chaos of the Sages
Let the student incline his ear to the united w&rdf the Sages, who describe this work as anagmthe Creation
of the World. In the Beginning God created Heaved Barth; and the Earth was without form and vaid] the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the watersd @wod said, "Let there be light," and there waktlihese
words are sufficient for the student of our ArtelHeaven must be united to the Earth on the cofiifeadship, so
shall he reign in glory for ever. The Earth is tieavy body, the womb of the minerals, which it tes in itself,
although it brings to light trees and animals. Heaven is the place where the great Lights revalad,through the
air transmit their influences to the lower worlcdutBn the beginning all was one confused chaos.@haos is, as it
were, a mineral earth (by virtue of its coagulatj@nd yet also volatile air -- in the centre ofiethis the Heaven of
the Sages, the Astral Centre. which with its ligletdiates the earth to its surface. What man gwinough to
evolve out of this world a new King, who shall redehis brothers from their natural weaknesses yimggbeing
lifted on high, and giving his flesh and blood tbe life of the world ? | thank Thee, O God, thabl hast
concealed these things from the wise and prudaedthast revealed them unto babes!

CHAPTER VI

Of the Air of the Sages
Our air, like the air of the firmament, divides thaters; and as the waters under the firmamentisitde to us
mortals, while we are unable to see the watersebiwy firmament, so in "our work" we see the extrdi@al mineral
waters, but are unable to see those which, thoidgteh within, nevertheless have a real existenheyExist but
do not appear until it please the Artist, as thia@uof theNew Light has testified. Our air keeps the extracentral
waters from mingling with those at the centrehlough the removal of this impediment, they weralded to
mingle, their union would be indissoluble. Thereftine external vapours and burning sulphur doystiffhere to
our chaos, and unable to resist its tyranny, thie flies away from the fire in the form of a dryvpaer. This then
should be your great object. The arid earth mustrlzated, and its pores softened with water ®bivn kind, then
this thief with all the workers of iniquity will beast out, the water will be purged of its lepretain by the addition
of true Sulphur, and you will have the Spring whasgers are sacred to the maiden Queen Dianatfibfds
armed with all the malignity of arsenic, and isréshand eschewed by the winged youth. Though tmer&leNater
be his Spouse, yet the youth cannot come to hétQiana with the wings of her doves purges thespoous air,



and opens a passage to the bridal chamber. Theotitle enters easily through the pores, presehtikiag the
waters above, and stirring up a rude and ruddydclBo thou, O Diana, bring in the water over hirgrunto the
brightness of the Moon ! So the darkness on the ¢d¢he abyss will be dispersed by the spirit mgun the
waters. Thus, at the bidding of God, light will ®ap on the Seventh Day, and then this sophic agafiMercury
shall be completed, from which time, until the rieNimn of the year, you may wait for the birth betmarvellous
Child of the Sun, who will come to deliver his bnetn from every stain.

CHAPTER VII

Of the First Operation -- Preparation of Mercuryrbgans of the Flying Eagles
Know, my brother, that the exact preparation oftagles of the Sages, is the highest effort ofAstirin this first
section of our work, nothing is to be done withbatd and persevering toil; though it is quite trieet afterwards
the substance develops under the influence of@éett without any imposition of hands. The Sagksi$ that
their Eagles must be taken to devour the Lion,thatthey gain the victory all the sooner if theg aery
numerous; also that the number of the work varesiben 7 and 9. The Mercury of the Sages is theé &iHermes
(now called a goose, now a pheasant). But the Eagkealways mentioned in the plural, and numizen{B to lo.
Yet this is not to be understood as if there shbeldo many weights or parts of the water to orteetarth, but
the water must be taken so oftentimes acuatedaspshed as there are Eagles numbered. This acimticade by
sublimation. There is, then, one sublimation ofMercury of the Sages, when one Eagle is mentioawed the
seventh sublimation will so strengthen your Merctinat the Bath of your King will be ready... Leernell you now
how this part of the work is performed. Take 4 paftour fiery Dragon, in whose belly is hidden thagic
Chalybs, and 9 parts of our Magnet; mingle thenmiaans of a fierce fire, in the form of a mineratevathe foam
of which must be taken away. Remove the shell takel the kernel. Purge what remains once more anmef
fire and the Sun, which may be done easily if Sasilvall have seen himself in the mirror of Marseflyou will
obtain our Chameleon, or Chaos, in which all thruels of our Art are potentially present. Thishis infant
Hermaphrodite, who, through the bite of a mad dag, been rendered so fearful of water, that thafighkindred
nature, it always eschews and avoids it. But ingitove of Diana are two doves that soothe its ratadness if
applied by the art of the nymph Mercury. Take d @tunge it under water till it perish therein; thide rabid and
black dog will appear panting and half suffocatedrive him down with vigorous blows, and the daks will be
dispelled. Give it wings when the Moon is full, aihavill fly away as an Eagle, leaving the doveddhna dead
(though, when first taken they should be livinggpRat this seven times, and your work is donegémtie coction
which follows is child's play and a woman's work.

CHAPTER VIII

Of the Difficulty and Length of the First Operation
Some Alchemists fancy that the work from beginrtimgnd is a mere idle entertainment; but those mhke it so
will reap what they have sown -- viz., nothing. Wew that next to the Divine Blessing, and the oisey of the
proper foundation, nothing is so important as umieeandustry and perseverance in this First Oamatt is no
wonder, then, that so many students of this Artradeiced to beggary; they are afraid of work, amdk lupon our
Art as mere sport for their leisure moments. Foltatur is more tedious than that which the prepaygart of our
enterprise demands. Morienus earnestly entreatsitigeto consider this fact, and says that manyeSdwmve
complained of the tedium of our work. "To renderhaotic mass orderly™ says the Poet, "is mattenadh time
and labour” -- and the noble author of the Herna¢tdacanum describes it as an Herculean task. Tderso many
impurities clinging to our first substance, and @stpowerful intermediate agent is required forgbhepose of
eliciting from our polluted menstruum the Royal &&mn. But when you have once prepared your Mert¢heymost
formidable part of your task is accomplished, aad gnay indulge in that rest which is sweeter thaysork, as
the Sage says.

CHAPTER IX

On the Superiority of our Mercury over All Metals
Our Mercury is that Serpent which devoured the camigns of Cadmus, after having first swallowed Casim
himself, though he was far stronger than they.Gatdmus will one day transfix this Serpent, whemhae
coagulated it with his Sulphur. Know that this, dercury, is a King among metals, and dissolvesithg
changing their Sulphur into a kindred mercurialgabce. The Mercury of one, two, or three eaglessrile over
Saturn, Jupiter, and Venus. The Mercury of frone¢hio seven eagles sways the Moon; that of terg&gls power
over the Sun; our Mercury is nearer than any atinéo the firstens of metals; it has power to enter metallic bodies,



and to manifest their hidden depths.

CHAPTER X

On the sulphur which is in the Mercury of the Sages
It is a marvellous fact that our Mercury contain\e sulphur and yet preserves the form and elpttoperties of
Mercury. Hence it is necessary that a form be ¢hioed therein by our preparation, which form isetatlic
sulphur. This Sulphur is the inward fire which casishe putrefaction of the composite Sun. Thishsuipous fire is
the spiritual seed which our Virgin (still remaigilmmaculate) has conceived. For an uncorrupteginiiy admits
of a spiritual love, as experience and authorifyraf The two (the passive and the active pringipglembined we
call our Hermaphrodite. When joined to the Suspitens, liquefies, and dissolves it with gentlathBy means of
the same fire it coagulates itself; and by its cdatipn produces the Sun. Our pure and homogendeusury,
having conceived inward Sulphur (through our Acagulates itself under the influence of gentlevaud heat,
like the cream of milk -- a subtle earth floating the water. When it is united to the Sun, it is@ly not
coagulated, but the composite substance becomes daf/ by day; the bodies are almost dissolvedtha spirits
begin to be coagulated, with a black colour andbatrfetid smell. Hence it appears that this spititnetallic
Sulphur is in truth thenoving principlein our Art; it is really volatile or unmatured gold, and byper digestion is
changed into that metal. If joined to perfect galds not coagulated, but dissolves the corpocdd gand remains
with it, being dissolved, under one form, althoungtfore the perfect union death must precede, thtiteyy may he
united after death, not simply in a perfect uniityt in a thousand times more than perfect perfectio

CHAPTER XI

Concerning the Discovery of the Perfect Magistery
There are those who think that this Art was fiistdvered by Solomon, or rather imparted to hinDpyine
Revelation. But though there is no reason for dogtthat so wise and profoundly learned a sovereigs
acquainted with our Art, yet we happen to know tietvas not the first to acquire the knowledgads possessed
by Hermes, the Egyptian, and some other Sagesebbiior, and we may suppose that they first sougitnale
exaltation of imperfect metals into regal perfectiand that it was at first their endeavour to dtgy@&lercury,
which is most like to gold in its weight and profpes, into perfect gold. This, however, no degremgenuity
could effect by any fire, and the truth gradualtgh® on their minds that an internal heat was regluas well as an
external one. So they rejected aqua fortis andoatbsive solvents, after long experiments withgame -- also all
salts, except that kind which is the first substaotall salts, which dissolves all metals and ctetgs Mercury, but
not without violence, whence that kind of agerdgsin separated entire, both in weight and virfreen the things
it is applied to. They saw that the digestion ofrbley was prevented by certain aqueous cruditidseanthy dross;
and that theadical nature of these impurities rendered their elimaraimpossible, except by the complete
inversion of the whole compound. They knew that diey would become fixed if it could be freed froheir
defiling presence -- as it contains fermenting Butpwhich is only hindered by these impuritiesrirooagulating
the whole mercurial body. At length they discovetteat Mercury, in the bowels of the earth, wasndes to
become a metal, and that the process of developwanbnly stopped by the impurities with whichadhbecome
tainted. They found that that which should be &ciivthe Mercury was passive; and that its infiyneibuld not be
remedied by any means, except the introductiomwieskindred principle from without. Such a prineiphey
discovered in metallic sulphur, which stirred up gassive sulphur in the Mercury, and by allyisglitwith it,
expelled the aforesaid impurities. But in seekim@t¢complish this practically, they were met bythrogreat
difficulty. In order that this sulphur might be e€tual in purifying the Mercury, it was indispenkathat it should
itself be pure. All their efforts to purify it, hawver, were doomed to failure. At length they betitduhem that it
might possibly be found somewhere in Nature in@fipd condition -- and their search was crownethvgiuccess.
They sought active sulphur in a pure state, anddaticunningly concealed in the House of the R&his sulphur
mingled most eagerly with the offspring of Satuangd the desired effect was speedily produceder #ie
malignant venom of the " air" of Mercury had beempered (as already set forth at some length) é{ptives of
Venus. Then life was joined to life by means ofliaid; the dry was moistened; the passive wasestiinto action
by the active; the dead was revived by the livifige heavens were indeed temporarily clouded overatter a
copious downpour of rain, serenity was restoredicdMiy emerged in a hermaphroditic state. Then fhaged it in
the fire; in no long time they succeeded in codiudgt, and in its coagulation they found the Sund the Moon in
a most pure state. Then they considered that, d@®coagulation, this Mercury was not a metalcsj on being
volatilised, it left no residue at the bottom oé tlhistilling vessel; hence they called it unmatugettl and their
living (or quick) silver It also occurred to thehmt if gold were sown, as it were, in the soiltefawn first
substance, its excellence would probably be entthracel when they placed gold therein, the fixed waatilised,



the hard softened, the coagulated dissolved, tareezement of Nature herself. For this reasonwesided these
two to each other, put them in a still over the,fiand for many days regulated the heat in accoedaith the
requirements of Nature. Thus the dead was revitedbody decayed, and a glorified spirit rose ftbengrave; the
soul was exalted into the Quintessence -- the UsaldMedicine for animals, vegetables, and minerals

CHAPTER XII

The Generic Method of Making the Perfect Magistery
The greatest secret of our operation is no ottaer ghcohobation of the nature of one thing abogeother, until the
most digested virtue be extracted out of the degebbdy of the crude one. But there are heretasieurirstly, an
exact measurement and preparation of the ingredieqtiired; secondly, an exact fulfilment of altezral
conditions; thirdly a proper regulation of the fifeurthly, a good knowledge of the natural projgsrbf the
substances; and fifthly, patience, in order thatwlork may not be marred by overgreat haste. Qhaie points we
will now speak in their proper order.

CHAPTER Xl

Of the Use of Mature Sulphur in the Work of thexli
We have spoken of the need of Mercury, and haveritbes! its properties more plainly and straightfardly than
has ever been done before. God knows that we dgradge the knowledge of this Art to our brothemmend we
are not afraid that it can ever become the proprany unworthy person. So long as the secrebssgssed by a
comparatively small number of philosophers, thefiid anything but a bright and happy one; surrednas we are
on every side by the cruel greed and -- the prgimgpicion of the multitude, we are doomed, likenCt wander
over the earth homeless and friendless. Not fares< the soothing influences of domestic happinasssfor us the
delightful confidences of friendship. Men who cowett golden secret pursue us from place to platwdfear closes
our lips, when love tempts us to open ourselvesyire a brother. Thus we feel prompted at timelsuist forth
into the desolate exclamation of Cain: "Whoevedd$ime will slay me." Yet we are not the murderdrsuy
brethren; we are anxious only to do good to odo¥eimen. But even our kindness and charitable casipa are
rewarded with black ingratitude- ingratitude thaes to heaven for vengeance. It was only a sirad &go that,
after visiting the plague-stricken haunts of aaertity, and restoring the sick to perfect hebljtimeans of my
miraculous medicine, | found myself surrounded lyeling mob, who demanded that | should give enthmy
Elixir of the Sages; and it was only by changingangss and my name, by shaving off my beard anthguin a
wig, that | was enabled to save my life, and es¢apa the hands of those wicked men. And even wherlives
are not threatened, it is not pleasant to find-elues, wherever we go, the central objects of hugnaad... | know
of several persons who were found strangled in theadls, simply because they were suspected of $giegehis
secret, though, in reality, they knew no more alittitan their murderers; it was enough for sonspdeate
ruffians, that a mere whisper of suspicion had b@eathed against their victims. Men are so eaghave this
Medicine that your very caution will arouse thaisgicions, and endanger your safety. Again, if gesire to sell
any large quantity of your gold and silver, youlw# unable to do so without imminent risk of digeny. The very
fact that anyone has a great mass of bullion flerwauld in most places excite suspicion. ThisifegWill be
strengthened when people test the quality of oid;dor it is much finer and purer than any of tf@d which is
brought from Barbary, or from the Guinea Coast; andsilver is better even than that which is cgmgehome by
the Spanish silver fleet. If, in order to bafflectvery, you mix these precious metals with all@y render
yourself liable, in England and- Holland at ledstcapital punishment; for in those countries ne mpermitted to
tamper with the precious metals except the officéthe mint, and the licensed goldsmiths. | remermdnce going,
in the disguise of a foreign merchant to a goldsimishop, and offering him 600 pounds worth offune silver for
sale. He subjected it to the usual tests, andghih "This silver is artificially prepared." Whéasked him why he
thought so, his answer was: "l am not a novice yrpnofession, and know very well the exact quadityhe silver
which is brought from the different mines." Whenelard these words | took myself away with greatesgcand
dispatch, leaving the silver in the hands of thielgimith. On this account, and by reason of the naty/great
difficulties which beset us, the possessors of $tise, on every side, we do elect to remain hidded will
communicate the Art to those who are worthily coustof our secrets, and then mark what public guiddefall.
Without Sulphur, our Mercury would never be propedagulated for our supernatural work; it is thelen
substance, while Mercury may be called the ferrald; all Sages say that no tincture can be madeuwtitts latten,
which latten is gold, without any double speakiiise men, notwithstanding, can find this substasaen on the
dunghill; but the ignorant are unable to discemvign in gold. The tincture of gold is concealethim gold of the
Sages, which is the most highly matured of bodiesas a raw material it exists only in our Merguagd it (gold)
receives from Mercury the multiplication of its deéut in virtue rather than in weight. The Saggsthat common



gold is dead, while their's is living; and commanidjis dead in the same sense in which a grainhefatvis dead,
while it is surrounded by dry air; and comes te,lwells, softens, and germinates only whengtitsnto moist
earth. In this sense gold, too, is dead, so lorigiasurrounded by the corporeal husk, alwaysvélhg, of course,
for the great difference between a vegetable grathmetallic goldOur grain is quickened iwater only; and as
wheat, while it remains in the barn is called graind is not destined to be quickened, becausdathe used for
bread making -- but changes its name, when itus1ga the field, and is then called seedcamour gold, while it
is in the form of rings, plate, and coins, is cdlt®mmon gold, because in that state it is likelyetmain unchanged
to the end of the world; bybtentially it is even then the gold of the Sages, becausaah in its own proper
element, it would in a few days become the ChadkeBages. Hence the Sages bid you revive the(deadhe
gold which already appeared doomed to a livinglgeatd mortify the living, i.e., the Mercury whidmparting
life to the gold, is itself deprived of the vitaiipciple. Their gold is taken in a dead, their watea living, state, and
by their composition and brief coction, the deattigevives and the living Mercury dies, i.e., thpéris is
coagulated, the body is dissolved, and thus battefyutogether, until all the members of the commbare torn
into atoms. The mystery of our Art, which we coragith so great care, is the preparation of the ddey, which
above ground is not to be found made ready to andhBut when it is prepared, it is "our waterWihich gold is
dissolved, whereby the latent life of the goldas fsee, and receives the life of the dissolvingddiey, which is to
gold what good earth is to the grain of wheat. Wiengold has putrefied in the Mercury, there arizat of the
decomposition of death a new body, of the samenesséut of a glorified substance. Here you haeenthole of
our Philosophy in a nutshell. There is no secreuali, except the preparation of Mercury, its nhimg with the
gold in the right proportions, and the regulatidnhe fire in accordance with its requirements. dsloy itself does
not fear the fire; hence the great point is, togenthe heat to the capacity of the Mercury. IfMercury is not
properly prepared, the gold remains common golohgoined with an improper agent; it continues hexeged, and
no degree of heat will help it to put off its corpal nature. Without our Mercury the seed (i.eldgoannot be
sown; and if gold is not sown in its proper eleméntannot be quickened any more than the corchvtiie West
Indians keep underground, in air-tight stone jeas, germinate. | know that some self-constituteaty&s" will take
exception to this teaching, and say that commod got running Mercury are not the substance oStoine. But
one question will suffice to silence their objeooHave they ever actually prepared our Tinctute/e prepared
it more than once, and daily have it in my powemnde | may perhaps be permitted to speak as omeghav
authority. Go on babbling about your rain watetexiktd in May, your Salts, your sperm which is mpogent than
the foul fiend himself, ye self-styled philosophees! at me, if you like; all you say is conclusly refuted by this
one fact -- you cannot make the Stone. When I lsatygold and Mercury are the only substances otame |
know what | am writing about; and the Searcherlidfiearts knows also that | say true. The timedraised when
we may speak more freely about this Art. For Hiesartist is at hand, and glorious things areaalyespoken of the
City of God. | possess wealth sufficient to buy #iele world -- but as yet | may not use it on astof the craft
and cruelty of wicked men. It is not from jealodbgt | conceal as much as | do: God knows that heary of this
lonely, wandering life, shut out from the bonddra#ndship, and almost from the face of God. | dbworship the
golden calf, before which our Israelites bow lovithe ground; let it be ground to powder like thazen serpent. |
hope that in a few years gold (not as given by Gaod as abused by man) will be so common that tivdgeare
now so mad after it, shall contemotuously spurdeshis bulwark of Antichrist. Then will tie day ofir
deliverance be at hand when the streets of theJeeusalem are paved with gold, and its gates ade migreat
diamonds. The day is at hand when, by means ofiiBook, gold will have become as common as dinen we
Sages shall find rest for the soles of our fead, r@mder fervent thanks to God. My heart conceivespeakable
things, and is enlarged for the good of the Isod&od. These words | utter forth with a heraldésion tones. My
Book is the precursor of Elias, designed to preffaeRoyal way of the Master; and would to God thaits means
all men might become adepts in our Art -- for tigefd, the great idol of mankind, would lose itsuegland we
should prize it only for its scientific teachingiriie would be loved for its own sake. | am fanileth many
possessors of this Art who regard silence as thatgroint of honour. But | have been enabled by teddke a
different view of the matter; and | firmly belietlgat | can best serve the Israel of God, and putatent out at
usury, by making this secret knowledge the commropgrty of the whole world. Hence | have not corddrwith
flesh and blood, nor attempted to obtain the cansemy Brother Sages. If the matter succeeds aaogto my
desire and prayer, they will all rejoice that | Bgwublished this Book.

CHAPTER XIV
Of the Circumstantial and Accidental Requisitesaf Art
We have weeded out all vulgar errors concerningfayyrand have shewn that gold and Mercury areptiig
substances required. We have shewn that this gatdbie understood, not metaphorically, but irubytr



philosophical sense. We have also declared our igto be true quicksilver, without any ambiguitly o
acceptation. The latter, we have told you, musnbéde by art, and be a key to the former. We havdema
everything as clear as noonday; and our teachibhgsed, not on hearsay, or on the writings of etHaut on our
own personal and oft repeated experience. Theshiregfaithfully declare are what we have both sashknown.
We have made and do possess the Stone -- theEdpaatMoreover, we do not grudge you this knowged but
wish you to attain it out of this Book. We have lspio out more plainly than any of our predecessand;our
Receipt, apart from the fact that we have not daléngs by their proper names, is perfectly trustiw. It remains
for us to give you some practical tests by whighdbodness or unsuitableness of your Mercury manbe/n. and
some directions for amending its defects. Whenhae living Mercury and gold, there remains to be
accomplished, first, the purging of the Mercury &me gold, then their espousal, and finally theutation of the
fire.

CHAPTER XV

Of the Incidental Purging of Mercury and Gold
Perfect gold is found in the bowels of the eartlitile pieces, or in sand. If you can meet wittsthnmixed gold, it
is pure enough; if not, purge it with antimony oyal cement, or boil it with aqua fortis, the gbleing first
granulated. Then smelt it, remove the impure sedipand it is ready. But Mercury needs inward asgkatial
purging. which radical cleansing is brought abouth® addition of true Sulphur, little by little¢c@ording to the
number of the Eagles. Then it also needs an intadlpargation for the purpose of removing fromsitsface the
impurities which have, by the essential purgatimen ejected from the centre. This process ishsulately
necessary, but it is useful, as it acceleratesvtir&. Therefore, take your Mercury, which you haweified with a
suitable number of Eagles, sublime it three timébk wommon salt and iron filings, and wash it withegar and a
moderate quantity of salts of ammonia, then drydistll in a glass retort, over a gradually inciagdire, until the
whole of the Mercury has ascended. Repeat thistiimas, then boil the Mercury in spirits of vinedar an hour,
stirring it constantly. Then pour off the vinegand wash off its acidity by a plentiful effusionsgring water. Dry
the Mercury, and its splendour will be wonderfubumay wash it with wine, or vinegar and salt, aadgpare the
sublimation; but then distil it at least four timeghout addition, after you have perfected all Hagles, or
washings, washing the chalybeat retort every tirite ashes and water; then boil it in distilled \gae for half a
day, stirring it strongly at times. Pour off thetkish vinegar, add new, then wash with warm wdatkis process is
designed to purge away the internal impurities ftbmsurface. These impurities you may perceiverifiixing
Mercury with purest gold, you place the amalganaavhite sheet of paper. The sooty blackness whitihein seen
on the paper is purged away by this process.

CHAPTER XVI

Of the Amalgam of Mercury and Gold, and of thespective Proportions
When you have done all this, take one part of pmcklaminated gold, or fine gold filings, and twarts of
Mercury; put them in a heated (marble) jar, i.eaved with boiling water, being taken out of whitctiries quickly,
and holds the heat a long time. Grind with an iyaryglass, or stone, or iron, or boxwood pestie {ton pestle is
not so good; | use a pestle of crystal): pound tHesay, as small as the painters grind their aslothen add water
so as to make the mass as consistent as half nieitest. The mixture should be fixable and soft parmit itself
to be moulded into little globules -- like modetgatsoft butter; it should be of such a consisteasyo yield to the
gentlest touch. Moreover, it should be of the séangperature throughout, and one part should notdre liquid
than another. The mixture will be more or less,saftording to the proportion of Mercury which é@ntains; but it
must be capable of forming into those little glasjland the Mercury should not be more lively atltbttom than
at the top. If the amalgam be left undisturbedgiilitat once harden; you must therefore judge efrferits of the
mixture, while you are stirring it; if it fulfilshe above conditions, it is good Then take spiritinégar, and dissolve
in it a third part of salt of ammonia, put the agaah into this liquid, let the whole boil for a qtearof-an-hour in a
long necked glass vessel; then take the mixtur@ftlte glass vessel, pour off the liquid, heatrttetar, and
pound the amalgam (as above) vigorously, and wasly all blackness with hot water. Put it again itite liquid,
let it boil up once more in the glass vessel, poitiad before, and wash it. Repeat this proceskthatblackness is
entirely purged out. The amalgam will then be alidmt and white as the purest silver. Once meagutate the
temperature of the amalgam according to the rulemngbove; your labour will be richly rewardedth& amalgam
be not quite soft enough, add a little Mercury. Mbeil it in pure water, and free it from all sags and acidity.
Pour off the water, and dry the amalgam. Make cguite that it is thoroughly dried, by waving itatnd fro on the
point of a knife over a sheet of white paper.



CHAPTER XVII

Concerning the Size, Form, Material, and Mode afugieg the Vessel
Let your glass distilling vessel be round or oValge enough to hold neither more nor much less #mounce of
distilled water in the body thereof. Let the heighthe vessel's neck be about one palm, handHreaspan, and
let the glass be clear and thick (the thicker thigen, so long as it is clear and clean, and peryait to distinguish
what is going on within) -- but the thickness shiblé uniform. The substance which will go into thessel
consists of 1/2 oz. of gold, and one oz. of mercang if you have to add 1/3 oz. of mercury, theletcompound
will still be less than 2 oz. The glass should trersy in order to prevent the vapours which anisenfour embryo
bursting the vessel. Let the mouth of the vesseidng carefully and effectually secured by meana tfick layer of
sealing-wax. The utensils and the materials reduare not then very expensive -- and if you usehitk
distilling-vessel you will avoid loss by breakaddwe other instruments that are requisite are nat.dé&now that
many will take exception to this statement; thelf gay that the pursuit of our Art is a matter dftaut ruinous
expense. But my answer consists in a simple questithat is the object of our Art? Is it not to mahke
Philosopher's Stone -- to find the liquid in whiphld melts like ice in tepid water? And do thosed@eople who
are so eager in their search after "Mercury of3ba," and "Mercury of the Moon," and who pay sdhhégprice for
their materials, ever succeed in this object? Tdanot answer this question in the affirmative. @oen will buy
enough of the substance of our water to quickenpgawnds of mercury, and make it the true MercurthefSages.
But, of course, glass vessels, coals, earthen Igesskirnace, iron vessels, and other instrumeatsot be bought
for nothing. Without a perfect body, our ore, vigold, there can be no Tincture, and our Stonéfissavile,
immature, and volatile, but when complete it isf@el, precious, and fixed. These two aspects oStone are the
body, gold, and the spirit, or quicksilver.

CHAPTER XVIII

Of the Furnace or Athanor of the Sages
| have spoken about Mercury, Sulphur, the vesielr treatment, etc. etc.; and, of course, allghbigs are to be
understood with a grain of salt. You must undeidtdat in the preceding chapters | have spokenphetécally; if
you take my words in a literal sense, you will re@pharvest except your outlay. For instance, wheame the
principal substances Mercury and gold -- | do neamcommon gold in the state in which it is solthat
goldsmiths -- but it must be prepared by meanaioffat You may find our gold in common gold and silver, but it
is easier to make the Stone than to get its filss&nce out of common gold. "Our gold" is the Ghabose soul
has not been taken away by fire. The soul of comguia has retired before the fiery tyranny of Vuldato the
inmost citadel. If you seek our gold in a substantermediate between perfection and imperfectyon, will find
it: but otherwise, you must unbar the gates of comgold by the first preparatory process (ch. Xsy)which the
charm of its body is broken, and the husband edablelo his work. If you choose the former coussmy shall use
only gentle heat; in the latter case, you will rieg@ fierce fire. But here you will be hopelesisgt in a labyrinth, if
you do not know your way out of it. But whether ychoose our gold, or common gold, you will in eitbase need
an even and continual fire. If you take our golal wvill finish the work a few months sooner, and Elixir will be
ten times more precious than that prepared frommoomngold. If you work with "our gold," you will bassisted in
its calcination, putrefaction, and dealbation Isygéntle inward (natural) heat. But in the caseomimon gold, this
heat has to be applied externally by foreign sutzgts, so as to render it fit for union with thegiirs Milk. In
neither case, however, can anything be effectedowitthe aid of fire. It was not, then, in vaintthklermes counts
fire next to the Sun and Moon as the governor efwrk. But this is to be under stood of the tregret furnace,
which a vulgar eye never saw. There is also andthieace, which is called our common furnace, maideotter's
earth, or of iron and brass plates, well compautighl clay. This furnace we call Athanor, and thep which | like
best is that of a tower with a "nest" at the tope Ttower" should be about three feet high, ané fimgers wide
within the plates. A little above the ground, le¢tte be a little opening of about three or fougdirs wide, for
removing the cinders; over that, there should fieglace built with stones. Above this, we pladbe furnace
itself, which should be such as to exclude all dhasiand currents of air. The coals are put in fatnove, and the
aperture should then be carefully closed. Butitasnecessary that your furnace should exactlgespond to the
description which | have given so long as it fglfihe following conditions: firstly, it must be &érom draughts;
secondly, it must enable you to vary the tempeeatwithout removing your vessel; thirdly, you mhbstable to
keep up in it a fire for ten or twelve hours, witlhdooking to it. Then the door of our Art will mpened to you; and
when you have prepared the Stone, you may procsingail portable stove, for the purpose of multipdyit.

CHAPTER XIX
Of the Progress of the Work during the First F@gys



When you have prepared our gold and Mercury imthener described, put it into our vessel, and stilij¢o the
action of our fire; within 40 days you will see tiwaole substance converted into atoms, withoutvasiple motion,
or perceptible heat (except that it is just warfmyou do not yet rightly know the meaning of "agold," take one
part of common gold (well purified), and three pastour Mercury (thoroughly purged), put them together as
directed (cap. xvi), place them over the fire, #mete keep them at the boiling point, till they atyend their sweat
circulates. At the end of 90 days you will find thiae Mercury has separated and reunited all gxaehts of the
common gold. Boil the mixture 50 days longer, and will discover that our Mercury has changed themon
gold into "our gold," which is the Medicine of tfiest order. It is already our Sulphur, but it hast yet the power
of tinging. This method has been followed by maagés, but it is exceedingly slow and tedious, arahly for the
rich of the earth. Moreover, when you have got 8ufphur do not think that you possess the Stomegtly its true
Matter, which you may seek in an imperfect thing &ind it within a week, by our easy yet rare wagserved of
God for His poor, contemned, and abject saintsebfdrhave now determined to write much, althougthie
beginning of this Book | decreed to bury it in aite. This is the one great sophism of all adepisesspeak of this
common gold and silver, and say the truth, andretbay that we cannot use it, and they too, satrtitie. But in
the presence of God | will call all our adepts ¢o@unt, and charge them with jealous surlinegsol, had
determined to tread the same path, but God's hamfdunded my scheme. | say then, that both wayfaee and
come to the same thing in the end -- but thereviasa difference at the beginning. Our whole Amsists in the
right preparation of our Mercury and our gold. ®ercury is our way, and without it nothing is effed. Our gold
is not common gold, but it may be found in it; ahgou operate on our Mercury with common gold (rkeging the
fire in the right way), you will after 150 days leaur gold, since our gold is obtained from our ddey. Hence if
common gold have all its atoms thoroughly severethbans of our Mercury, and then reunited by timeesa
agency, the whole mixture will, under the influerddire, become our gold. But, if, without thisgmaratory
purging, you were to use common gold with our Meydor the purpose of preparing the Stone, you wdid sadly
mistaken; and this is the great Labyrinth in whiehst beginners go astray, because the Sages ingwitthese
ways as two ways, purposely obscure the fact tieat &re only one way (though of course the oneoierdirect
than the other). The gold of the Sages may theprdggared out of our common gold and our Mercugymfwhich
there may afterwards be obtained by repeated bgtiehs, Sulphur and Quicksilver which is incomihlst and
tinges all things else. In this sense, our Storte I found in all metals and minerals, sincegnld may be got
from them all -- but most easily, of course, frooldgand silver. Some have found it in tin, somé&ad, but most of
those who have pursued the more tedious method, foawnd it in gold. Of course, if our gold be pregghin the
way | have described, out of common gold (in therse of 150 days), instead of being found readyengavill not
be so effectual, and the preparation of the Stdfli¢ake 1 1/2 years instead of 7 months. | knowhbweays, and
prefer the shorter one; but | have described thgdoone as well in order that | may not draw deyvon myself
the scathing wrath of the "Sages." The great difficwhich discourages all beginners is not of Masimaking: the
Sages have created it by speaking of the longeatipe when they mean the shorter one, éneversa. If you
choose common gold, you should espouse it to Véuapper), lay them together on the bridal bed, andyringing
a fierce fire to bear on them, you will see an eanbbf the Great Work in the following successioraburs:
black, the peacock's tail, white, orange, and Té@n repeat the same operation with Mercury (calliedin's

Milk), using the "fire of the Bath of Dew," and (tards the end) sand mixed with ashes. The substaitidast

turn a much deeper black, and then a completeevemtl red. Hence if you know our Art, extract ooldgrom our
Mercury (this is the shorter way), and thus perfthenwhole operation with one substance (viz., Mer if you
can do this, you will have attained to the perfatof philosophy. In this method, there is no stipeus trouble:
the whole work, from beginning to end, is basedrupee broad foundation -- whereas if you take comguid,
you must operate on two substances, lotl will have to be purified by an elaborate procdfsgou diligently
consider what | have said, you have in your hantkans of unravelling all the apparent contradictiohthe Sages.
They speak of three operations: the first, by whighinward natural heat expels all cold throughdld of external
fire, the second, wherein gold is purged with owerdliry, through the mediation of Venus, and underinfluence
of a fierce fire; the third, in which common gokimixed with our Mercury, and the ferment of Sulphdded. But
if you will receive my advice, you will not be patt by any wilful obscurity on the part of the Sag@ur sulphur
you should indeed strive to discover; and if Goliigitens you, you will find it in our Mercury. Befe the living
God | swear that my teaching is true. If you ope@t Mercury and pure common gold, you may find 'gald” in
7 to 9 months, and "our silver" in 5 months. Butewtyou have these, you have not yet prepared oueS$hat
glorious sight will not gladden your eyes until yoave been at work for a year-and-a-half. By timaé tyou may
obtain the elixir by subjecting the substance tygentle continuous heat.



CHAPTER XX

Of the Appearance of Blackness in the Work of tha &1d Moon
If you operate on gold and silver, for the purpoénding our Sulphur, let your substance firstbme like a thin
paste, or boiling water, or liquid pitch; for thperation of our gold and Mercury is prefigured bagttwhich
happens in the preparation of common gold withMarcury. Take your substance and place it in thedce,
regulate the fire properly for the space of twetdys, in which time you will observe various couand about the
end of the fourth week, if the fire be continuoys,l will see a most amiable greenness, which a4t for about ten
days. Then rejoice, for in a short time it will &g a black coal, and your whole compound shaleHaaed to atoms.
The operation is a resolution of the fixed into time fixed that both afterwards, being conjoinedymmake one
matter, partly spiritual and partly corporal. Omaere, | assure you, the regulation of the firdnes anly thing that |
have hidden from you. Given the proper-regimere thle Stone, govern it as you know how, and theseth
wonderful phenomena will follow: The fire will ahoe dissolve the Mercury and the Sulphur like whe; Sulphur
will be burnt, and change its colours from day &y;dhe Mercury will prove incombustible, and obly gradually
tinged (and purified, without being infected) witte colours of the Sulphur. Let the heaven stodpeacearth, till
the latter has conceived heavenly seed. When ymthsesubstances mingle in your distilling vesaeti assume the
appearance of clotted and burnt blood, be surdghbaemale has received the seed of the male. t/dsuenteen
days afterwards your substance will begin to wegellw, thick, misty, or foamy appearance. At ttilse, you
must take care not to let the embryo escape fram yessel; for it will give out a greenish, yelloltack, and
bluish vapour and strive to burst the vessel. If gtlow these vapours (which are continuous wherEimbryo is
formed) to escape, your work will be hopelesslyme@drNor should you allow any of the odour to magavay
through any little hole or outlet; for the evap@ratwould considerably weaken the strength of ttem& Hence the
true Sage seals up the mouth of his vessel mostutigr Let me advise you, moreover, not to neglentr fire, or
move or open the vessel, or slacken the procedsauiction, until you find that the quantity of tiguid begins to
diminish; if this happens after thirty days, remiand know that you are on the right road. Theddably careful,
and you will, at the end of another fortnight, fithéht the earth has become quite dry and of a bieez. This is the
death of the compound; the winds have ceasedhamnd is a great calm. This is that great simultaselipse of
the Sun and Moon, when the Sea also has disapp€aehaos is then ready, from which, at the iddif God,
all the wonders of the world may successively emerg

CHAPTER XXI

Of the Caution required to avoid Burning the Flosver
The burning of the flowers is fatal, yet soon cotted: it is chiefly to be guarded against afterltypese of the third
week. In the beginning there is so much moistuat iftthe fire be too fierce it will dry up the ligg too quickly,
and you will prematurely obtain a dry red powdeond which the principle of life has flown; if thed be not
strong enough the substance will not be properlyured. Too powerful a fire prevents the true urabthe
substances. True union only takes place in watedid3 collide, but do not unite; only liquids (asmlrits) can truly
mingle their substance. Hence our homogeneous linetater must be allowed to do its work propedpd should
not be dried up, until this perfect mutual absanpthas taken place in a natural manner. Prematyirgdonly
destroys the germ of life, strikes the active gplecon the head as with a hammer, and rendeesgipe. A red
powder is indeed produced, but long before the:tfioreredness should be preceded by blacknesstrite that, in
the beginning of our work, when heaven is weddeghith, and earth conceives the fire of naturedacolour does
appear. But the substance is then sufficiently thaied the redness soon gives way to a green ¢oidnich in its
turn gradually yields to blackness. Do not be hluay; let your fire be just powerful enough, bot too powerful;
steer a straight course between Scylla and Chaypdu will behold in your vessel a variety of anls and
grotesque transformations -- until the substantieselown into a powder of intense blackness. $hauld happen
within the first fifty days. If it does not, eithgour Mercury, or the regulation of your fire, tletcomposition of
your substance is at fault -- if, indeed, you hagemoved or shaken your glass vessel.

CHAPTER XXII
Of the Regimen of Saturn
All the Sages who have written on our Art, havekgpoof the work and regimen of Saturn; and theimasks have
led many to choose common lead as the substarithe 8tone. But you should know that our Saturhead, is a
much nobler substance than gold. It is the liviaglein which the soul of gold is joined to Mercutlyat they may
bring forth Adam and his wife Eve. Wherefore, sitioe highest has so lowered itself as to becométhest, we
may expect that its blood may be the means of ragegall its brethren. The Tomb in which our Kirgguried, is
that which we call Saturn, and it is the key of Wk of transmutation; happy is he who can saluig planet, and



call it by its right name. It is a boon which istaimed by the blessing of God alone; it is notiof that willeth, or
of him that runneth; but God bestoweth it on whoenwll.

CHAPTER XXIlI

Of the different Regimens of this Work
Let me assure you that in our whole work thereoithimg hidden but the regimen, of which it wasyrsiid by the
Sage that whoever knows it perfectly will be horaliby princes and potentates. | tell you plainbt ihthis one
point were clearly set forth, our Art would becomere women's work and child's play: there woulahbihing in it
but a simple process of "cooking." Hence it hasagwbeen most carefully concealed by the Saged. lBaue
determined to write in a more sympathetic and kirsgtiirit: know then that our regimen throughout sists in
coction and digestion, but that it implies a goaghsother processes, which those jealous Sagesade to
appear different by describing them under differeares. But we intend to speak more openly in cetgathis
subject.

CHAPTER XXIV

Of the First Regimen, which is that of Mercury
This first regimen has been studiously kept sduyetll the Sages. They have spoken of the sec@ichea, or that
of Saturn, as if it were the first, and have ttefsthe student without guidance in those operatishich precede
the appearance of that intense blackness. CountBgErof Trevisa, says, in his Parable, that Wherking has
come to the Fountain, he takes off the golden gatnggves it to Saturn, and enters the bath alafterwards
receiving from Saturn a robe of black silk. Butdwes not tell us how long it takes to put off thalden robe; and
thus, like all his brethren, leaves the poor begjiinino grope in the dark during 40 or 50 days. Fteenpoint where
the stage of blackness is reached to the end afidhie their directions are more full and intelliggblt is in regard
to these first 40 days that the student requiregiadal light. This period represents the reginséMercury (of the
Sages), which is alone active during the whole titheother substance being temporarily dead. You should not
suffer yourself to be deluded into the belief thaen your matters are joined, namely, our Sun aeccity, the
"setting of the Sun" can be brought about in adews. We ourselves waited a tedious time befoezanciliation
was made between the fire and the water. As a nitfact, the Sages have called the substanaayghiout this
first period, Rebis, or Two-thing: to shew that tiréon is not effected till the operation is contpleyou should
know, then, that though our Mercury consumes the $et a year after you shall separate them, utihessare
connected together by a suitable degree of firie.rbt able to do anything at all withdute. We must not suppose
that when our gold is placed in our Mercury itwafiowed up by it in the twinkling of an eye. Thisnception rests
on a misunderstanding of Count Bernard's teachiogtathe King's plunge in the fountain. But theusioh of gold
is a more difficult matter than these gentry appedrave any idea of. It requires the highest skilto regulate the
fire in the first stage of the work as to solve buaglies without injuring the tincture. Attend to t@aching therefore.
Take the body which | have shewed you, put it theowater of our sea, and bring to bear on the cumg the
proper degree of heat, till dews and mists begemst®end, and the moisture is diminished night aydvdthout
intermission. Know that at first the two do noteaff each other at all, and that only in coursénoé the body
absorbs some of the water, and thus causes eaéltéde of the other's nature. Only part of theewsst sublimed,;
the rest gradually penetrates the pores of the ,baldigh are thereby more and more softened, #llshul of the
gold is enabled gently to pass out. Through theiatied of the soul the body is reconciled and uhitethe spirit,
and their union is signalized by the appearandbeblack colour. The whole operation lasts ab&d46@ days, and
is called the Regimen of Mercury, because the heggpssive throughout, and the spirit, or Mercbrngs about
all the changes of colour, which begin to appeauathe 20th day, and gradually intensify till ladl at last
completed in black of the deepest dye, which thé day will manifest.

CHAPTER XXV

The Regimen of the Second Part, which is that tdr@a
The Regimen of Mercury, the operation whereof désploe King of his golden garments, is followedthg
Regimen of Saturn. When the Lion dies the Crowois\bThe substance has now become of a unifornucolo
namely, as black as pitch, and neither vapourgjimds, or any other signs of life are seen; thelel®dry as dust,
with the exception of some pitch-like substanceictvimow and then bubbles up; all presents an inshgeernal
death. Nevertheless, it is a sight which gladdbaseart of the Sage. For the black colour whideen is bright
and brilliant; and if you behold something likehintpaste bubbling up here and there, you mayaejdior it is the
work of the quickening spirit, which will soon res¢ the dead bodies to life. The regulation offiteeis a matter of
great importance at this juncture; if you maked fierce, and thus cause sublimation at this stgerything will



be irrecoverably spoilt. Be content, thereforereimain, as it were, in prison for forty days anghts$, even as was
the good Trevisan, and employ only gentle heatybet delicate substance remain at the bottom, misithe
womb of conception, in the sure hope that aftettithe appointed by the Creator for this Operattbe, spirit will
arise in a glorified state, and glorify its bodythat it will ascend and be gently circulated frtra centre to the
heavens, then descend to the centre from the heaaed take to itself the power of things abovethimtys below.

CHAPTER XXVI

Of the Regimen of Jupiter
Black Saturn is succeeded by Jupiter, who exhdbitsrs colours. For after the putrefaction and emtion, which
has taken place at the bottom of the vessel, thenece more a change of colours and a circulaifgimation.
This Reign or Regimen, lasts only three weeks. During thisooeyou see all conceivable colours concerningcivhi
no definite account can be given. The "showerd'fadbwill become more numerous as the close i thign
approaches, and its termination is signalized byatbpearance of a snowy white streaky deposit@sities of the
vessel. Rejoice, then, for you have successfultpaplished the regimen of Jupiter. What you mugpdxgicularly
careful about in this operation, is to preventytbang ones of the Crow from going back to the mdsn they have
once left it; secondly, to let your earth get neittoo dry by an immoderate sublimation of the mwés nor yet to
swamp and smother it with the moisture. These eiillibe attained by the proper regulation of theveard heat.

CHAPTER XXVII

Of the Regimen of the Moon
When the Reign of Jupiter comes to an end (towdrelslose of the fourth month) you will see thensid the
waxing moon (Crescent), and know that the wholegReif Jupiter was devoted to the purification &f ttaton. The
mundifying spirit is very pure and brilliant, biitet body that has to be cleansed is intensely bl&tie it passes
from blackness to whiteness, a great variety aduwd are observed; nor is it at once perfectly eytat first it is
simply white -- afterwards it is of a dazzling, snosplendour. Under this Reign the whole mass ptsstbe
appearance of liquid quicksilver. This is called #ealing of the mother in the belly of the infashitom she bears;
and its intermediate colours are more white thaclyljust as in the Reign of Jupiter they were nidaek than
white. The Reign of the Moon lasts just three webks before its close, the substance exhibitseatgrariety of
forms; it will become liquid, and again coagulateumdred times a day; sometimes it will presentaimgearance of
fishes' eyes, and then again of tiny silver trea twigs and leaves. Whenever you look at it yall have cause
for astonishment, particularly when you see idalided into beautiful but very minute grains di/er, like the rays
of the Sun. This is the White Tincture, glorioudb&hold, but nothing in respect of what it may beeo

CHAPTER XXVIII

Of the Regimen of Venus
The substance, if left in the same vessel, willlomore become volatile and (though already peitfeits way) will
undergo another change. But if you take it ouhefiessel, and after allowing it to cool, put toianother, you will
not be able to make anything of it. In this Reignighould also give careful attention to your fifer the perfect
Stone is fusible and if the fire be too powerfi@ gubstance will become glazed, and unsuscepfitalieyofurther
change. This "vitrification" of the substance mappen at any time from the middle of the Reigrhefioon to
the tenth day of the Reign of Venus, and shoulddrefully guarded against. The heat should be g@awotlas to melt
the compound very slowly and gradually; it will theaise bubbles, and receive a spirit that wik igpward,
carrying the Stone with it, and imparting to it nealours, especially a copper-green colour, whiathuees for some
time, and does not quite disappear till the twehtiay; the next change is to blue and livid, anithe close of this
Reign the colour is a pale purple. DO not irritdite spirit too much -- it is more corporeal tharfope, and if you
sublime it to the top of the vessel, it will hardgturn. The same caution should be observed iR#ign of the
Moon, when the substance begins to thicken. Thedamme of mildness, and not of violence, lest giing should
rise to the top of the vessel, and be consumedtrified to the ruin of the whole work. When youesthe green
colour, know that the substance now contains the gd its highest life. DO not turn the greenneads blackness
by immoderate heat. This Reign is maintained fatyfdays.

CHAPTER XXIX
Of the Regimen of Mars
When the Regimen of Venus is over, and thereirabagared the philosophical tree, with all its bhescand
leaves, the Reign of Mars begins with a light y@llor dirty brown colour, but at last exhibits tihansitory hues of
the Rainbow, and the Peacock's Tail. At this sthagecompound is drier, and often shews like a mthaiith a



tinge of gold. The mother being now sealed in héarit's belly, swells and is purified, but becaokthe present
great purity of the compound, no putridness carelace in this regimen, but Some obscure colawrslzief
actors, while some middle colours come and go.taeg are pleasant to look on. Our Virgin Earthasvn
undergoing the last degree of its cultivation, engetting ready to receive and mature the fruthefSun. Hence
you should Weep up a moderate temperature; thea ti# be seen, about the thirtieth day of thisgRean orange
colour, which, within two weeks from its first agpance, will tinge the whole substance with its dwe.

CHAPTER XXX

Of the Regimen of the Sun
As you are now approaching the end of the worksthestance receives a golden tinge, and the \&riyliik which
you give your substance to drink has assumed aa®@ege colour. Pray to God to keep you from haste
impatience at this stage of the work; consider yloat have now waited for seven months, and thabiild be
foolish to let one hour rob you of the fruits off yur labour. Therefore be more and more cardfelrtearer you
approach perfection. Then you will first observecaange-coloured sweat breaking out on the bodxt there will
be vapour of an orange hue. Soon the body belowarbes tinged with violet and a darkish purple. At &nd of
fourteen or fifteen days, the substance will bettie most part, humid and ponderous, and yet thd still bears it
in its womb. Towards the 26th day of the Reignilt begin to get dry, and to become liquid and dati turn (about
a hundred times a day); then it becomes granul#tted;again it is welded together into one mass,sarit goes on
changing for about a fortnight At length, howe\aar,unexpectedly glorious light will burst from yaubstance,
and the end will arrive three days afterwards. Jitgstance will be granulated, like atoms of goldnfotes in the
Sun), and turn a deep red -a red the intensityloélwmakes it seem black like very pure blood ticdted state.
This is the Great Wonder of Wonders, which hasitsdike on earth.

CHAPTER XXXI
Of the Fermentation of the Stone

| forgot to warn you in the last chapter to be onryguard against the danger of vitrification; fawce a fire would
render your substance insoluble and prevent itsul@éion. You now possess the incombustible regt8ulwhich
can no longer be affected in any way by fire. Idesrto obtain the Elixir from this Sulphur by redte solution and
coagulation, take three parts of purest gold, arepart of this fiery Sulphur. Melt the gold inlaan crucible, and
then cast your Sulphur into it (protecting it wietim the smoke of the coals) Make them liquid tbget when you
will obtain a beautiful mass of a deep red, thohgtdly transparent. This you should permit to caal] pound into
a small powder. Of this powder take one part, amlgarts of our Mercury; mix them well, and putrih a glass
vessel, well sealed. They should be exposed tdegkeat for two months. This is the true fermentatiwvhich may
be repeated if needful.

CHAPTER XXXII

The Imbibition of the Stone
Many authors take fermentation in this work for ifnéisible external agent, which they call fermdmny;its virtue
the fugitive and subtle spirits, without laying ohhands, are of their own accord thickened, andoetore-
mentioned fermentation they call cibation with lte@ad milk. But | follow my own judgment There isather
operation, called Imbibition of the Stone, by whithquantity rather than its quality is increaskds this: Add to
three parts of your perfect Sulphur (either whiteeal) one part of water, and after six or seversdeoction the
water will become thick like the Sulphur Add agasimuch water as you did before; and when thisésldip, with
a convenient fire, add three distinct times so muater as shall be equal to one-third of the odbguantity of
Sulphur. Then add (for the 7th imbibition) five fsaof water (the parts being equal to the origpaats of the
Sulphur). Seal up the vessel; subject it to gesutdion, and let the compound pass through altlifierent Reigns
of the original Substance, which will be accompidlin a month. Then you have the true Stone offtting order,
one part of which will perfectly tinge 1,000 paofsany other metal.

CHAPTER XXXIII
The Multiplication of the Stone
Take the perfect Stone; add one part of it to tlrefeur parts of purified Mercury of our first wiqrsubject it to
gentle coction for seven days (the vessel beingfally sealed up), and let it pass through allRe#gns, which it
will do very quickly and smoothly. The tinging poma the substance will thus be exalted a thousaddénd if
you go through the whole process a second timecfwywu can do with ease in three days) the Medigitidoe
much more precious still. This you may repeat ¢esnods you like; the third time the substance mitl through all



the Reigns in a day, the fourth time in a singlarhand so on -- and the improvement in its quality be most
marvellous. Then kneel down and render thanks fb f@othis precious treasure.

CHAPTER XXXIV
Of Projection

Take four parts of your perfect Stone, either red/ioite (of both for the Medicine): melt them irclkean crucible.
Take one part of this pulverisable mixture to tantgof purified Mercury; heat the Mercury tilliegins to crackle,
then throw in your mixture, which will pierce it the twinkling of an eye; increase your fire tilbie melted, and
you will have a Medicine of an inferior order. Tatwe part of this, and add it to a large quantitwell purged and
melted metal, which will thereby be transmuted itit® purest silver or gold (according as you haken white or
red Sulphur). Note that it is better to use a gah@uojection, for otherwise there may be a notédis of the
Medicine. The better the metals are purged andedfithe quicker and more complete will the trartsinn be.

CHAPTER XXXV

Of the Manifold uses of this Art
He that has once found this Art, can have nothigg ia all the world to wish for, than that he nimyallowed to
serve his God in peace and safety. He will not &areomp or dazzling outward show. But if he livethousand
years, and daily entertained a million people, tndd never come to want, since he has at hand damsof
indefinitely multiplying the Stone both in weight@virtue, and thus of changing all imperfect metalthe world
into gold. In the second place, he has it in hiwgrato make stones and diamonds far more preci@rsany that
are naturally procured. In the third place, heda&Jniversal Medicine, with which he can cure evagceivable
disease, and, indeed, as to the quantity of hisiditex] he might heal all sick people in the wolNehw to the King
Eternal, Immortal, and sole Almighty, be everlagtpraise for these His unspeakable gifts and irad&itreasures.
| exhort all that possess this Treasure, to usethe praise of God, and the good of their neiginbain order that
they may not at the last day be eternally doomecthfeir ingratitude to their Creator.

To God Alone be the Glory

The Three Treatises of Philalethes (part 1)

CHAPTER |

Of the Claims of our Art, its Students, and its Mehod
All men who devote their lives to the study of @y, or to any kind of occupation, have beforerteges, as the
aim of their efforts, perfection in the thing whittiey pursue. But only few attain to the goal @tlwishes: there
are many architects, but few masters of the aardfitecture; many students of medicine, but few file
Hippocrates or Galen; many mathematicians, butdeicients like Archimedes; many poets, but fewrthg to
rank with Homer. Yet, even men who have nothingartban a respectable knowledge of their calling,capable
of being useful to society.

Among those who devote themselves to the transiontaf metals, however, there can be no such taing
mediocrity of attainment. A man who studies this, Amust have either everything or nothing. An Aletigt who
knows only half his craft, reaps nothing but disasippment and waste of time and money; moreovelayehimself
open to the mockery of those who despise our Arbsg, indeed, who succeed in reaching the goaleof t
Magistery, have not only infinite riches, but theans of continued life and health. Hence it istiost popular of
all human pursuits. Anyone who has read a few "R¢gkclaims the title of a Sage, and conceivestiost
extravagant hopes; and, in order to give themsehegppearance of very wise men indeed, suchperso
immediately set themselves to construct furnadieghéir laboratories with stills and alembics,daspproach the
work with a wonderful appearance of profundity. ¥laelopt an obscure jargon, speak of the first maftéhe
metals, and discuss with a learned air the rotaifdhe elements, and the marriage of Gabritiug Bi¢ya. In the
meantime, however, they do not succeed in bringbmut any metamorphosis of the metals, excepofitheir
gold and silver into copper and bronze.

When captious despisers of our Art see this, tmawdrom such constant failures the conclusion thatArt is a
combination of fiction and imposture; whilst thasko have ruined themselves by their folly confihistsuspicion
by preying on the credulity of others, pretendiodnave gained some skill by the loss of their moieyhis way



the path of the beginner is beset with difficultiesl pestilent delusions of every kind; and, thiotige fault of these
swindlers, who give themselves such wonderful @iggrofundity and learning, our Art itself has &allinto utter
disrepute, though these persons, of course, kndiinmgpwhatever about it. The beginner finds it eriely difficult
to distinguish between the false and the trueigtast Labyrinth of Alchemy. Bernard of Trevisamshim to
eschew like the plague these persons who holdoootasy vain and empty promises; while | have wmittds
Treatise for the guidance of the blind, and thériresion of the erring. | wish, in the first plade,clear our Art from
the slanders which have been cast upon it, theedoribe the qualifications of its students andnigthods of
procedure. After these prefatory explanations,lll gitid myself to a description of the Art itself.

Before | say anything else, | would record my meestnest protest against that method of reasonimghiigh the
deceptions of certain wretched sophists are latéaharge of this science. The wickedness of safrite lying
professors can prove nothing either for or agaiagienuineness. Such a position could be made golycby
arguments based on natural relations; but suchragts it is impossible to find. The light of Natuseoo bright to
be darkened by these obscurists. | hope my Bodlshéw that the Transmutation of Metals, from apénfiect to a
perfect state, is a real and true achievementtlatdy the co-operation of Nature and Art. Theydhing that
distinguishes one metal from another, is its degfeamaturity, which is, of course, greatest in thest precious
metals; the difference between gold and lead i®netof substance, but of digestion; in the bassahthe coction
has not been such as to purge out its metallic iiti@st If by any means this superfluous impuretaratould be
organically removed from the baser metals, theylvbecome gold and silver. So miners tell us thatllhas in
many cases developed into silver in the boweld®farth; and we contend that the same effecoduped in a
much shorter time by means of our Art. It is a thett the Mercury which is generated in the bowélthe earth, is
the common substance of all metals -- since thiscltg will enter into combination with every kind metal --
which could not be the case if it were not natyrakin to them all. Mercury is a water that wilbmwith nothing
that is not of the same nature. By Art, the handns&iNature, Mercury can be so successively corecbeaith all
metals, that one and the same under the same @iduiux, may subalternately shew and exprestrtiee
temperature and properties of them all. MoreoMématals are capable of being resolved into rugmtercury --
and surely this could not be if it were not theimemon substance. Again, the Mercury of lead mapinecthat of
iron, the Mercury of iron that of copper; while thtercury of tin may even be transmuted into thasibfer and
gold -- a fact which triumphantly demonstratesghbstantial affinity of all the metals. From antimyotoo, a good
Mercury is obtained, which some of our Artists abde to change into metallic mercury. It is alssedl-established
fact that the Mercury gained from any metallic anenal body possesses the properties of assinglabmmon
Mercury to its own nature; thus common Mercury rhagome that of all metals in turn. Do not theseiargnts
clearly shew that there is one Mercury, and thabhévarious metals it is only differentiated acting to their
different degrees of digestion or purity? | do se¢ how these arguments can be answered. It ibleossleed that
some dull person may allege in refutation of oasomming his inability to accomplish those chemical
transformations on which it is based; but such afmes would be vindicating too great an honouttfieir ignorance
if they claimed to advance it as an argument ag#iestruth of our Art. They must not make theirrolittle
understandings the standard or measure of thehjildgess of Nature. At any rate, my word is as gaxitheirs (and
better, since they can never prove a negative)) dndnost positively and solemnly assert thatuehaith my own
hands performed every one of the experiments whigve described; and | know many others whoserequpee
has shewn these things to be true. How can ourregpis hope to prevail against eye-witnesses byrisgation?
My testimony is borne out by the experience of smem as Albertus, Raymund, Riplaeus, Flamellus,idhms,
and a host of others. | confess that the transfooms of which | have spoken are not easy to actismpbout
whoever has the Key of our Art can unlock all gatesl has power over all the secrets of Naturettsitkey is
possessed only by those who have both a theoratickh practical knowledge of natural processesuld here
reckon up divers mutations of metals, as, for imstaMars into Venus, by the acid stalagma ofalitilercury into
Saturn, Saturn into Jupiter, Jupiter into Lune,chloperations, indeed, many vulgar chemists (faugh from the
top of the art) know how to perform. | might alstdavhat is known only to a few philosophers, tihatré is a secret
substance intermediate between metals and mirtemfsixed heavenly virtues of which produce a denaetal
without a name, which is, strictly speaking, nobetal at all, but a Chaos, or Spirit, for it is\alatile: from this all
metals can be educed without transmutatory Ekexien gold, silver, and mercury. It is called Chaljdy the author
of the " New Light,” and it is the true key andsfiprinciple of our Art. What though the Sages haidelen all these
things, and set them forth parabolically for theetsons of knowledge? Are they any the less truthéd reason ?...
All that is wanted for the perfect development nfimperfect substance, is the gentle, digestivieaadf a
homogeneous agent. This agent is gold, as hightunedh as natural and artificial digestion can miakand a
thousand times more perfect than the common méthhbname. Gold, thus exalted, radically penesatinges,



and fixes metals. This scientific fact we may ithase in the following manner. If you take six pasrof silver, and
gild it with a single ounce of gold, you may aftands draw out the silver into threads of the grdteeness, and
still distinctly perceive in each thread the bailicy of gold. If then this dead, bodily, and eantistal (which, as a
body, of course, has no power to enter another)ocatty produce so wonderful an effect, does it seenedible
that the spirit of this gold, which can enter anthaate the bodies of other metals, should transtbem into its
own nature ? If we had this spiritual tinctureitisot clear that it would do inwardly what the lyaaf the gold is
seen to do outwardly? Remember that our Tinctutlee®Quintessence of gold, and infinitely more @etrthan the
mere body of gold can ever be; and that it hasefbee, an infinitely greater power of diffusing #ssential quality.
If gold thus spiritually enters another metal, il wlearly assimilate it to its own nature. Thetimed of this spiritual
ingestion we shall describe further on. Let us @ud in this place, where we are discussing thenale of
metallic transmutation, that seed is the perfeatibany seed-bearing substance; that which hasedis altogether
imperfect. It is, then, as the poet sings: "Goldtams the seeds of gold, though they be deeplyenid Gold is not
only perfect, but the most perfect thing of itsciiie., of metals). If gold has seed, it must betamed in water,
which is the habitation of all spirits, seed beingertain spiritual means of conserving any spetig®ld is to be
dissolved for the purpose of educing its seeddissolution will have to take place by means of game metallic
water. When this dissolution takes place, the goid off its earthly form, and assumes a watersnfddow, gold
being both the starting point and the goal in thele of this generative process, it is clear tiieéhtermediate
operations must be of a homogeneous charactethéy. must consist in gradual modifications of #eed of gold.
The processes of our Art must begin with the digsah of gold; they must terminate in a restoratdithe essential
quality of gold. But as the negative can never bhexthe positive, the final form of our gold mustdssentially
different from its initial one. The final form i®3nuch more noble than the initial one as fire agersubtle and
spiritual than earth. What | have written is enofgtthe faithful student of our Art; and to itsdtibe and carping
critics this book is not addressed. Therefore |llimdw go on to add a word or two about the quedifions of those
who should study this noble science. Our Art h#lerfanto disrepute, as | have said, through theigity and -
dishonesty of many of its professors. They arelignomechanics who, not having skill and brainsugiofor an
honest trade, must needs meddle with our Art, ahdpurse, soon lose all they possess. Othersy agaionly just
less ignorant than these persons; they are inreat @ hurry to make gold before they have masteved the
rudiments of natural science; of course they faend all they have, borrow money from their frermmuse
themselves and others with hopes of infinite weadtarn to talk a barbarous semiphilosophical jargmd afford a
capital handle to those who have an interest irsialguour Art. Again, there are others who reallyéha true
knowledge of the secret, but who grudge otherdighé which has irradiated their own path; and vtherefore
write about it in hopelessly puzzling language, aithihe perplexed beginner cannot possibly undetsiBm this
class belong Geber, Arnold, and Lullius, who wolidde done much better service to the studenteif Had never
dipped pen in ink. The consequence is that eveeywdro takes up this study at once finds himseffiloa most
perplexing labyrinth of falsehood and uncertaifywhich he has no clue. | will therefore try tovgihim some
sound advice as to the best way of accomplishis@biject.

In the first place, let him carry on his operatiovith great secrecy in order that no scornful arrslous person
may know of them; for nothing discourages the begirso much as the mockery, taunts, and well-msdvite of
foolish outsiders. Moreover, if he does not sucgsedrecy will save him from derision; if he doasceed, it will
safeguard him against the persecution of greedycaral tyrants. In the second place, he who woutitsed in the
study of this Art, should be persevering, industsidearned, gentle, good-tempered, a close stuaeeineither
easily discouraged nor slothful; he may work inogeration with one friend, not more, but shouldabke to keep
his own counsel; it is also necessary that he shioave a little capital to procure the necessaptéments etc., and
to provide himself with food and clothing while fedlows this study, so that his mind may be undisted by care
and anxiety. Above all, let him be honest, Godifegrprayerful, and holy. Being thus equipped, iheutd study
Nature, read the books of genuine Sages, who #tenénmpostors nor jealous churls, and study tldeyand
night; let him not be too eager to carry out evdpea practically before he has thoroughly testeantl found it to
be in harmony not only with the teaching of all Beges, but - also of Nature herself. Not untihtked him gird
himself for the practical part of the work, andhé@n constantly modify his operations until he s#essigns which
are described by the Sages. Nor let him despaigthtie take many false steps; for the greatestggphers have
learned most by their mistakes. For his guidand@ese operations he will find all the light hewigs in the
following treatises.
CHAPTER I

Of the Origin of this Art and its Writers; its Funda mental Metallic Principles, and the Gradual Producton of

Metals and Minerals



Hermes, surnamed Trismegistus, is generally redaadehe father of this Art; but there are différ@pinions with
regard to his identity. Some say he was Mosesigate that he was a very clear-sighted philosopheffjrst extant
author on the subject, and was also of Egyptiaraetion. Others say that Enoch invented the A, defore the
coming of the Flood described it on the so-callegtald tables, which were afterwards found by Heringhe
valley of Hebron. Many assert that it was knowd\tiam, who revealed it to Seth; that Noah carriedstbcret with
him into the Ark, and that God revealed it to SadmmBut | do not agree with those who claim for gura
mystical origin, and thus only make it ridiculomsthe eyes of a scornful world. If it is foundedtbe eternal
verities of Nature, why need | trouble my head wfith problem whether this or that antediluvian peegie had a
knowledge of it? Enough for me to know that it @ntrue and possible, that it has been exercisatéinitiated
for many centuries, and under the most distantuitddis; it may also be observed that though mottesie write in
an obscure, figurative, allegorical, and altogetienplexing style, and though some of them haveadigtmixed
falsehood with truth, in order to confound the icarg, yet they, though existing in many seriesgesa differing in
tongue and nation, have not diversely handled geeadion, but do all exhibit a most marvellous atriking
agreement in regard to the main features of teaiching -- an agreement which is absolutely ineaplie, except
on the supposition that our Art is something mbianta mere labyrinth of perplexing words. Our Ariviost plainly
and straightforwardly expounded by Bernard of TsayRipley the English man, Flamellus the Frenchman
Sendivogius, the author of the "New Light," the myimmous author of the "Arcanum of Hermes," who alsote
Enchiridion Physicae Restituae, and "The Laddé?tofosophers,” the great "Rosary," the "Child'syPléhe Tract
of Dionysius Zachary, the works of Morienus, therkgoof Egidius de Vadis, Augurellus' poem entitled
"Goldmaking," the works of Peter Bonus of Ferraad the "Abridged Rosary." Let the student pro@ire or
more of these, and similar genuine works on Alcheammg let him study the secrets of Nature by thletlivhich
they throw upon it. He will find a knowledge of nadl science, and more particularly of mineraldggjspensable
for his purpose.

All philosophers tell us that there are four eletegwhich compose all things, and, by means of tigerse
combination, produce various forms. But the trgtkhiat there are only three elements, i.e., thdsehnof their own
nature are cold -- air, water, and earth. The defelbeat which we perceive in them is in propartio their
distance from the sun. Fire | do not acknowledgaraslement. There is no fire, except the commmenihich
burns on the hearth; and its heat is essentiaiiraetive. The heat there is in things is the pobéither of light, or
motion, or life, or alterative processes. Fireas an element, but a robber that preys on the mtsdf the four
elements; it is a violent corruptive motion caubgdhe clashing of two active principles. Thus, see that it is an
operation of two other substances, not a substaritgelf -- a result of the active co-operatioraofomburent and a
combustible. The nature and characteristic qualitye three elements is cold, and they possedohbaas an
accident... Nor is it true that objects are forrbgda mixture of these three elements; for dissinthangs can never
really unite, seeing that union is a complete nixtand concretion of the smallest atoms or molascoféwo
substances. But such a mixture is impossible ic#se of two dissimilar matters, as, for instabetyween water
and earth (or water and wine); they admit of beiegarated at any time on account of the disprapodf their
smallest particles. It may be said that for theesatkunion the grosser element becomes as subties agher; but if
this were the case, if for the purpose of uniorewbecame as subtle as air, that would simply rtegtrwater
became air, an assumption which would thus failrtove the possibility of an amalgamation of watad air. Is it
not a simpler and more credible supposition that water or air, as the case may be, enters im@tmposition of
any given object? But if any one still persistsriaintaining this permutation of the elements (whadter all, would
only mean that all things consist of air) -- let agk the humble question -- by the activity of whgent they are so
transmuted? Moreover, one would also be glad toiemgvhat is the use of this permutation of eamtb water, and
of water into air? What can earth converted intéewaor water converted into air, perform, thatldowt be just as
well accomplished by simple unchanged water or &irfely, Nature does nothing in vain: | but hereildde a
difficult and wasteful process of transmutation stantly going on, which is not calculated to seamg useful
purpose whatsoever. If it be said that earth radefito water is like water, yet not exactly watey, answer is that
this is a mere quibble about words, and that ifrtirefied earth is only like water, and not realigter, it cannot
possibly combine with it in its smallest particles; nothing is gained by this hypothesis. Hencenag conclude
that all things derive their origin from one elemmemhich can be neither earth nor air. This | cquidve at great
length if | were not cramped for space. It followsn, that water must be the first principle étlihgs, i.e., of all
concrete bodies in this world; earth is the fundataleelement in which all bodies grow and are pne= air is the
medium into which they grow, and by means of whiwhcelestial virtues are communicated to them. Sl of
all things has been placed by God in water. Thesl ®me exhibit openly, like vegetables, some kedpeir
kidneys, like animals; some conceal in the depfhibair essential being, like metals. The seediliges into action



by its form (i.e., a certain appropriate celestillence) coagulates the material water, and passeugh a series
of fermentative processes (fermentation being tireiple of all transmutation), until it has produtthat for the
production of which it was specially suited. If theed is metallic, there; generated from it firdtyaliquid, which
does not wet the hand viz., Mercury, the motheaallofnetals. Mercury may be described as the tmsé finatter of
metals; for not until the elemental water has bexdfercury can it be affirmed with any degree otaiety that a
metal or mineral must result from it. Water isjtgelf, potentially the seed of either an animaijetable, or mineral;
but Mercury is metallically differentiated wateg, it is water passed into that stage of developnie which it can
no longer produce anything but mineral substaridescury, then, is the common seed of gold, sileepper, tin
iron, lead, etc.; their difference is only to beigbt in the degree of their digestion. The digestsvnot any fat
sulphur which is brought to bear on them from wittydout Mercury contains within itself the activerziple of its
development, viz., the inward heat due to celestfalences, causing vitality, and dependent orfithess of the
womb. These heavenly influences are at work througithe world; but their exact mode of action isetmined by
the potential nature of the seed; if the inwarel liE metallic, the course of its development bynmaed outward
agents will also be metallic. Still Mercury devesognly where these outward influences (celestidltarrestrial)
can be brought to bear. In every other place itagpear a cold, dead, and lifeless substanceinBhe centre of its
nativity it is quickened by the action of celesti@#luences, conveyed to it through the mediuminfiahence
results heat, wherewith life is necessarily assediaNow, the womb in which this Mercury is placedeither
more, less, or not at all suited to it; and acauydo the different degrees of this fitness, thestance either remains
altogether stationary, or is more or less perfedtiyeloped; imperfection of development yieldsithperfect
metals, while by means of perfect development avdyred silver and gold; but all metals, thouglfedéntiated by
the degree of their digestion or maturity, haveghme first substance, viz., Mercury. The drossianpdirities
which are largely found in the base metals, fornpad of the original Mercury but are added aftedsahrough
some flaw in the process of coagulation, or throtmghimpurity of the place or womb in which theietallic
generation (fermentation) takes place. But | wilwngo on to deal with the special subject of thigafises, viz., .
the renovation or multiplication of gold and silver
CHAPTER llI

Of the Generation of Gold and Silver from the Mercuial Substance, and the Possibility of bringing Imgrfect

Metals to the same State of Perfection
To the aforesaid source (Mercury) we trace thénlaiftgold, and of its sister, silver; they repradéis substance
brought to perfection by means of digestion. P&idads of two kinds, inchaotive or complete, palrtr entire.
Complete perfection (the complete digestion otaldities and elimination of all impurities) is tbkimate aim of
Nature; and she has reached it in our gold, whith i brilliancy lights up the whole earth. Indiave perfection
may be so named, not absolutely but relatively, méempared with essentially imperfect bodies. THusdies are
formally or essentially imperfect in the composgitiof which the impure predominates over the pusehat they
could never of themselves (by natural developmgaireperfection; this is the case with all me&tsept gold and
silver. But whenever the pure is freed from thergptive tyranny of the impure, and obtains the mgsover it, we
have inchaotive perfection, though the developroétite body may be still incomplete. These crudited
impurities do not originally belong to the metallisbstance, and are very well capable of beingratgghfrom it; if
they are so purged off before coagulation, we gedréect metal. But even if they are coagulateetiogr with the
Mercury, it is still possible to separate them fribtnand thus to perfect the Mercury. It is on thassibility that our
Art is based; and its business is to perform thgasation. The base metals contain the same measuygld; if we
can free this Mercury from the impurities which dhén its development, it must also go on to perfegti.e.,
become gold. If we could find some separating agémth would perform this office for the impure ranals, it
would also be a digestive, i.e., it would quickba inward metallic digestion of the long-entombeerdliry. Such a
separant is our divine Arcanum, which is the hebvspirit of water with fiery penetrative power. @pared with
common gold, it is what the soul is in compariséthe body; and having attained the highest degfeerporeal
fixity, it takes up the Mercury of the base meiats its own nature, and protects it from the firkile the
impurities are being burnt up. The Mercury of tlasd metals (unlike the Mercury of gold), if exposethe fire
without such protection, would not be able to emteuthe searching ordeal, but (having no cohesitits
impure body and possessing no fixity in itself) Wbsimply evaporate, and leave the impurities tdobeed. But
our Arcanum, being both a spiritual and a homogesanbstance, is capable of entering into a peatectic union
with the imperfect metals, of taking up into itsrowature that which is like to it, and of impartitragthis Mercury
its own fixity, and protecting it from the fire, sthen the fire has burnt up all the impuritiest twhich is left is, of
course, pure gold or silver, according to the dualf the Medicine -- which from that time forwaisl(like all other
gold and silver) capable of resisting the mostd®ag ordeal. So you see we do not, as is sometiaids profess
to create gold and silver, but only to find an dgehnich -- on account of its homogeneity and spdiity -- is



capable of entering into an intimate (atomic) araturing union with the Mercury of the base metalsd we
contend that our Elixir is calculated, by the irgemlegree of its fixity and colour, to impart thgs@lities to any
homogeneous substance which does not possess them.
CHAPTER IV
Of the Seed of Gold; and whether other Metals havBeed
Seed is the means of generic propagation giveh pedect things here below,; it is the perfectmfreach body; and
anybody that has no seed must be regarded as euopdiience there can be no doubt that there isatiting as
metallic seed. If metals have seed, they certalolyot lose it in coagulation, which is the effetperfection (or
rather of perfect conditions). Now, in all seed+ti@gthings maturity means the perfect developnoétihe seeds,
and it stands to reason that metallic seed is fihrerenost certainly not destroyed by coagulatibe (haturing
process). If it be asked whether all metals haeel sey answer is, that the seed of all metalsastime; but that in
some it is found nearer to, and in some furthemftbe surface. All metallic seed is the seed ofigfar gold is the
intention of Nature in regard to all metals. If th@se metals are not gold, it is only through saowdental
hindrance; they are all potentially gold. But, oficse, this seed of gold is most easily obtainfbla well-matured
gold itself. Hence it would be lost labour to end®a to obtain it from tin or lead by some labosqarocess, when
it may be more readily obtained from gold itselér®ember that | am now speaking of metallic seed ran of
Mercury. Lead is to be multiplied, not in lead, buty in gold; for only when it attains its matyrés gold can its
seed become fruitful. It may be admitted that silvas its own seed, as there is a white (as wellrasl)
multiplicative Tincture. Still, the White Tinctuiie really contained in the Red; and the seed eésik nothing but
a modification of that of gold. The whiteness d¥ei is the first degree of perfection, the yell@sn of gold is the
second, or highest degree. For the mother of mneS{the silver of the Sages) is white, and impigstahiteness to
our gold, whence the offspring of these two paréirasbecomes white, like its mother, and thenwatth the royal
blood of its father.
CHAPTER V
Of the Virtue of Golden Seed, and where it is moseadily found
In order that we may obtain this means of perfecitinperfect metals, we must remember that our Aroais gold
exalted to the highest degree of perfection to tviie combined action of Nature and Art can devéldp gold,
Nature has reached the term of her efforts; busé®el of gold is something more perfect still, Bndultivating it
we must, therefore, call in the aid of Art. Thedeé metals is hidden out of sight still more coatply than that of
animals; nevertheless, it is within the compassusfArt to extract it. The seed of animals and vables is
something separate, and may be cut out, or otheiseisarately exhibited; but metallic seed is détLthroughout
the metal, and contained in all its smallest pawither can it be discerned from its body: itg&otion is therefore a
task which may well tax the ingenuity of the mogperienced philosopher; the virtues of the whol¢aingave to
be intensified, so as to convert it into the spefraur seed, which, by circulation, receives thués of superiors
and inferiors, then next becomes wholly form, aavenly virtue, which can communicate this to othretated to it
by homogeneity of matter. In respect of the Stoime whole of gold is its substance. The place iiclvkthe seed
resides is -- approximately speaking -- water; forspeak properly and exactly, the seed is thdlsshpart of the
metal, and is invisible; but as this invisible pmese is diffused throughout the water of its kiaudgl exerts its virtue
therein, nothing being visible to the eye but wabtex are left to conclude from rational inductitiat this inward
agent (which is, properly speaking, the seed)afiyr¢here. Hence we call the whole of the watedsgust as we
call the whole of the grain seed, though the gefrfifenis only a smallest particle of the grain.tBhe seminal life is
not distinct from the remaining substance of metalther, it is inseparably mingled with the smstllparts of the
body. Roughly speaking, however, we describe thelevbf our golden water as the seed of gold, becthis
seminal virtue pervades it in a most subtle marifleis seminal virtue the ancient Sages called itidem ferment,
the poison, or the invisible fire; again, they stidt it was fire, or that fire resided in the watbey distinguished
between soul and spirit, of which the former is tiedium, the latter the active virtue. If anyonenders that we
describe water as the seat of the seed, or thenaksgiirit, let him remember that in the beginnihg Spirit of God
moved on the face of the waters, i.e., penetrdtechtwith His heavenly quickening power. Thus, fritve very first
day of Creation, water has been the source andealeo all things. For water alone contains thedsex all things;
yet in vegetables they are put forth in crudeinignimals they are preserved in the kidneys; whil@inerals they
are diffused throughout the whole substance; negkyss, seed can never leave its original seat\iager). Things
are preserved by that from which they derive thémin; for the cause of their origin being remoy#ee things
which are the effect must also cease to exist; ééime multiplication and nutrition of all thingsiiswater and
through water. Vegetables are generated and nedrisyrthe agueous Teffas of the earth; animalséyiquid
chyle; metals by the mercurial liquid. Animals prag their seed in their kidneys, and in due tima@gqet it into the
proper womb, where it is first moulded into a tenaled very compacted foetus; this fetus is nouddhethe liquid



female menstruum, and thus grows until the timeefor it to be born. Then it is nourished withkmihtil it can
bear stronger food; but this solid food does nabbee real nutriment until the stomach has convettiedo a liquid
chyle (as, for instance, bones in the stomachefithy). In the same way the metals keep their peséeed where it
cannot be seen; but even there it is preservediarwThence the Artist extracts it, puts it irtdawn proper
womb, where it is cherished and grows, until (byameeof corruption) it attains to its glorificatiofhis is a most
difficult operation, because the Metals, in whibk seed is hidden, are so firmly and tightly congécand will not
yield to violence, but only to a gentle and exdelgisubtle chemical process. Then | say to yoal, tiere is a
womb into which the gold (if placed therein) wil its own accord, emit its seed, until it is débtled and dies, and
by its death is renewed into a most glorious Kinbo thenceforward receives power to deliver allbdvisthren from
the fear of death.
CHAPTER VI
Of the Mode and Means of Extracting this Seed

That the most beautiful things are the most diffitm produce is the experience of all mankind; drisl not to be
wondered at, therefore, that the most gloriousubfusary operations is attended with a very greaiunt of
difficulty. If any student of this Art is afraid dfard work, let him stop with his foot upon theetbinold. When,
indeed, the Father of Lights has entrusted thedfelie Art to any man, that which remains to beadmnmere
child's play; his eyes are ravished with the saftihe most glorious signs, until the time of hatvarrives. Without
this, error and vexation will be the result. Therefthe wise man, before commencing the work, valchiefly
solicitous of knowing it by its marks. Let the sarfknowledge learn that the great object of ourigthe
manifestation of the hidden seed of gold, which lbarffected only by full and perfect volatilisatiof that which
is fixed, and the subsequent corruption of itsipaldr form. To break up gold in this way is theshprofound
secret in the world. It is not brought about byrosive depravation of the metal, nor by the ususthod of
dissolution, but by our philosophical solution bétmetal into mercurial water, by means of a previmercurial
calcination (made by means of the agent ), whigitasluced through the subtle rotation and conversfdhe
elements; this calcination, again, is a mortificatof our homogeneous liquid with the dry elemegibbging to it;
afterwards the dry is so far revived by means isfsame liquid, that the perfectly matured virtesetracted from
the substance by the solvent, is the cause ot#thisnation and solution. Here, then, there isamnr for the action
of a corrosive. Gold, which is the most solid, sgpfire-proof, and fixed of all substances, ib#ovolatilised, and
no mere corrosive will accomplish such a perfeeinge of nature. The mighty agent required for plhigpose must
be homogeneous, amicable, and spiritual, i.e.ugtrbe akin to the body (of gold), and yet strongugh to
overcome it; and penetrate to its very core, Igidl/ing each smallest part of the gold true golold@oes not easily
give up its nature, and will fight for its life, baur agent is strong enough to overcome andtkéirid then it also
has power to restore it to life, and to changdifekess remains into a new pure body.
CHAPTER VI

Of the First Agent or Womb, into which our Seed shold be emitted and where it is matured
There remains to be found an Agent, by means ofwthie aforesaid operation may be performed. Rsipilrpose
we require a homogeneous water. For we have saéththseed Of gold is concealed, and can remégnteél
only in water, and this water must be homogenedtistive body, or else it could not penetrate &l tthick
integuments by means of which this seed is sect@dike generates like, that is to say, everynatjeat exercises
a generative action upon anything, transmutesifgaas possible) into its own nature. The Aghahtmust be akin
to the body which is to be dissolved, and, moreoperfectly pure from all dross or alloy. Again, @vbas gold is
fixed and solid, the Agent must be highly volatiled spiritual; gold is thick and gross, our Agensibtle gold is
dead our Agent is living and life-giving: in shootyr Agent should have all those qualities whicldd@s not, and
which it is to impart to the gold. Hence we con@ublat Mercury alone is the true Key of our Art; ifois in truth
the dry water described by the Sages, which, thdigghd, does not wet the hands, nor anything tis¢ does not
belong to the unity of its substance. Mercury is @aorkeeper, our balm, our honey, oil, urine, rdayv, mother,
egg, secret furnace, oven, true fire, venomous @ragheriac, ardent wine, Green Lion, Bird of Hesim@oose of
Hermogenes, two-edged sword in the hand of ther(®hdat guards the Tree of Life, &c., &c.; it igrdrue, secret
vessel, and the Garden of the Sages, in which ouriSes and sets. It is our Royal Mineral, ourrtpphant
vegetable Saturnia, and the magic rod of Hermesydmns of which he assumes any shape he likesofthis
water that the Sage uses the words: "Let Alcherbisést as much as they like, but without this wHter
transmutation of metals is impossible. In Natuiis itot such as we use it in our Art; it is a mamthmon thing, and
yet the most precious treasure of all the worltherefore, Son of Knowledge, pay diligent heed jowords: Take
that which in itself is most impure, the strumpetman, purge it radically of all its uncleanness] artract from it
that which is most pure, namely, our menstruunvésd), the Royal Diadem." Behold, | have told yowifew



words that which ennobles the Sage, delivers hinmferror, and leads him to the most beautiful meaa
delights... The Arcanum which we seek is nothingdmld exalted to its highest degree of perfecttbrpugh the
operation of Nature assisted by our Art. When thers hidden in the body of gold is brought out bgams of our
Art, it appears under the form of Mercury, whertds exalted into the quintessence which is firktte; and then,
by means of continuous coction becomes red. Adlihthe work of our homogeneous Agent our Merturia
Ponticum, which is pure crystalline without trangrecy, liquid without humectation, and, in shohg true Divine
water, which is not found above-ground, but is preg by the hand of the Sage, with the co-operatidwature,
which we know, have seen, have made, and stillgzssshich also we desire to make known to thestugents of
our Art, while it is our wish to hide it only frotthe unworthy.
CHAPTER VIII
Concerning the Genealogy of the Mercury of the Sageits Origin, Birth, and the Signs which precede red
accompany it

Some boastful and arrogant sophists, who haveingagloks that our Mercury is not common Mercury] arho
know that it is called by different names, do nloish to come forward as pretenders to a knowledg@iArt, and
take upon themselves to describe this solventashdnous and limpid, or as a metallic gum whigbeisniscible
with metals, though they do not in reality know #niiyg whatsoever about it. The same may be sdidosie who
would extract our Mercury from herbs or other stilbre fantastic substances. These gentry know hptthe Sages
do not use Mercury such as is sold by apothecasgédkeir substance. They are aware of the factreut
unacquainted with its causes; and the consequsrhe idea which they have that anything which gearthe
nature of common Mercury, will convert it into thaftthe Sages. But in regard to these foolish peysbhave
already expressed our opinion... All metals, asrhdnstrated in the second chapter, have the samtasatial
principle, viz., Mercury. From this propositiorfdlows that the substance of common Mercury is bgemeous
with that of all the other metals, and if the Mamcaf the Sages be the homogeneous metallic wiatean differ
from common Mercury only in respect of its puritydsheat. The first substance of common Mercurlias of all
other metals, viz., our Mercury. So long as it reaan the veins of the earth, in a place perfeatigpted to its
generation, and is sheltered from crude air, &instits inward movement and heat, which are thseaf all
metallic development. But if it be marred by angident, or if the place become unfit for it, thevard movement
is stopped, and the germinal life chilled like tbdtin egg which a hen has left after sitting dielitsome time. This
is the reason why those who have attempted to thig@smon Mercury by means of artificial heat haaiefl as
ludicrously as any one who should endeavour tokataiartificially an addled egg. The differencensstn the egg
and the metal is that our Art is capable of malkingd the damage, but not by artificial means. Weslaacrude,
undigested, frigid, unmatured metallic mass, whigmts the form of our Mercury, for which it musiclange its
own, if it is to become that which we seek. Wittstlnd in view, its deficiencies are twofold; i&ture is clogged
with superfluous foreign matter, and it does natgaess the requisite spiritual virtue. Its supeiélgiconsist of
earthy leprosy, and aqueous dropsy. Its deficiemoye of true sulphureous heat, by means of wihigbuld be
enabled to purge off these superfluities. Watete@d, is the womb, but no womb can receive a géan without
warmth. Supplement your (common) Mercury, therefaii¢gh the inward fire which it needs, and it watbon get rid
of all superfluous dross. If you can do this, yawdraccomplished the great feat of the Sages.eduyzs recovered
his empire; the black clouds of Saturn are disgkrard the sparkling fountain wells forth clear gode. This
substance will dissolve gold by means of a truéophphical solution, which is as different as carfiom that
foolish use of corrosives which only destroy thdatiie nature. This Mercury (with) gold and silveaturally
produces the Arcanum, or potable gold, as all adepdw and can testify.
Here | conclude this Tract, as all that remainkeaaid is set forth in a special (the next) Tseati

The Three Treatises of Philalethes (part 2)

Concerning the Philosopher's Stone and its Grand Aranum

The Philosopher's Stone is a certain heavenlyitisglir penetrative, and fixed substance, whichdsiall metals to
the perfection of gold or silver (according to theality of the Medicine), and that by natural metsiowhich yet in
their effects transcend Nature.

It is prepared from one substance, with which tih@fchemistry is conversant, to which nothinguikled, from
which nothing is taken away, except that its supitigés are removed. No one will question the tytif our Art, if



he believes that it enables us to transmute batasiieto gold. That base metals are capable df sansmutation
is clear; Nature has destined them all to beconid gat they have not been perfectly matured hiént, that which
hinders their perfect digestion be removed, thdlyallibecome gold; for crude, cold, and moist Mearcis the
common first substance of gold as well as of tinreioimetals. Hence all other metals may be perfantedjold, by
the aid of our Divine Magistery, which, being prdied upon imperfect metals, has power to quickemthturing
process by as much as itself exceeds the standsrdiiy of gold. How patent, then, must the spaitoature of our
Stone be, which can effect more in one hour byra peojection than Nature in the course of agethaf substance
which Nature supplies be taken in hand by Art,alis=d, coagulated, and digested, its perfectiandseased from
a monadic to a denary virtue; by repeating the sameess, it is increased a hundred-fold, and ¢h#mousand-fold,
etc. This wonderful Medicine penetrates each ssigtiart of the base metals (in the proportion df,000) and
tinges them through and through with its own nataeure: your arithmetic will fail sooner than itsgrevailing
power. Each smallest part that is pervaded withvitadizing power of the Elixir in its turn tingdbkat part which is
nearest to it until the whole mass is leavened itstimarvellous influence, and brought to the petiée of gold.
This is done in a very short time, on account efgpiritual nature of the agent; it is the trueatlietfire, and as a
common fire warms even those parts of any objeatiware not in immediate contact with the fire tisig Elixir
penetrates dissolved and melted metals in a moafeime-just in the same way as the virtue of leaweyeast is
brought to bear even upon those parts of the meihwt never reaches. A reproach is sometimedi&lat our
Art, as though it claimed the power of creatingdy@very attentive reader; of our former tract Wwilbw that it only
arrogates to itself the power of developing, thiotlge removal of all defects and superfluities,gb&len nature,
which the baser metals possess in common withhigaty-digested metallic substance.

Listen, then, while | make known to you the Grandakum of this wonder-working Stone, which at tame time
is not a stone, which exists in every man, and b&found in its own place at all times. L he knadge which |
declare is not intended for the unworthy, and ndit be understood by them. But to you who are eastadents of
Nature God will, at His own time, reveal this gtmrs secret.

I have shewn that the transmutation of metals isarahimerical dream, but a sober possibility ofuda, who is
perfectly capable of accomplishing it without the af magic and that this possibility of metalli@hsmutation is
founded upon the fact that all metals derive thagin from the same source as gold, and have loeén hindered
from attaining the same degree of maturity by éeftapurities, which our Magistery is able to rereoltet me tell
you, then, what is the nature of this grand arcaruinich the Sages have called the PhilosophertseStiut which
is in every man, in every thing, at every seasothefyear, if it be sought in the right place.

It must consist of the elements, for they are thigarsal substance of all things, and as it is ohtre
homogeneous with that of gold, it must be that Witontains the qualities of all elements in suclmbination as
to render it incapable of being destroyed by firéollows, then, that you must look for the subste of our Stone
in the precious metals, since the required comininatf elements is not found anywhere else. Thosésh
sophists who seek it outside the domain of metélsyever arrive at any satisfactory conclusionr Eere is only
one true principle, and nothing heterogeneous migttroduced into our Magistery.

For as a lion is always born of a lion, and a mia man, so all things owe their birth to that whibey are like;
that which is combustible is derived from that whis combustible, that which is indestructible fridmat which is
indestructible. Nor must we expect to find the pifte which imparts the qualities of gold anywhbte in gold
itself. If, indeed, we were able to create the spef things, we might hope to evolve this metgtlimciple from
plants or animals which do not contain it; but tisahe privilege of God alone. We must be contertispose and
develop the sperm which is made ready to our haedsthings we are unable to produce, and even ifowd, our
artificial seed would be no better than that whitdture has provided. If any one calling himseliag& cannot use
the things which are already created, it does @efrslikely that he will be able to create new tkiogt of
heterogeneous substances-the seeds of metals leertsfor animals.

Thus, you see that the Stone which is to be thestoamer of metals into gold must be sought ingrezious
metals, in which it is enclosed and contained.

But why is it called a Stone, though it is not@ngt; and how is it to be found? The Sages desitrisebeing a
stone and not a stone; and the vulgar, who canmagine how so wonderful a thing should be prodwwexpt by
art-magics decry our science as impious, wicked,dabolical. Some silly persons clamour for an feaking the
profession or practice of this Art punishable tste law. Now, one can hardly be angry with theerhte and
ignorant persons who raise this cry; but whentiaken up by men of exalted station and profouadieg, one
hardly knows what to say. These men | also reckooray the rude multitude, because they are deplprgbbrant
of everything pertaining to our Art, and yet, fotfgéof their dignity, they join in the hue and cagainst it, like so



many cowardly village curs. It is neither religiousr wise to judge that of which you know nothiagd yet that is
exactly what these people do, who claim to be @ittistians and scholars.

But let us return to the point from which we strdy8ome Alchemists who are in search of our Arcaraek to
prepare something of a solid nature, because they heard the object of their search describedSteree.

Know, then, that it is called a stone, not becatisdike a stone, but only because, by virtué®fixed nature, it
resists the action of fire as successfully as amyes In species it is gold, more pure than thegtit is fixed and
incombustible like a stone, but its appearanchas af very fine powder, impalpable to the touakest to the taste,
fragrant to the smell, in potency a most peneteadpirit, apparently dry and yet unctuous, andyaapable of
tinging a plate of metal. It is justly called thatRer of all miracles, containing as it does &l éfements in such a
way that none predominates, but all form a ceffiftinessence; it is thus well called our gentletatie fire. It has
no name of its own; yet there is nothing in the igheorld whose name it might not with perfect piiepr bear. If
we say that its nature is spiritual, it would bemore than the truth; if we described it is as ooegl, the expression
would be equally correct; for it is subtle, pentte, glorified, spiritual gold. It is the noblest all created things
after the rational soul, and has virtue to reptidefects both in animal and metallic bodies, égtoring them to the
most exact and perfect temper; wherefore is ititdt §p quintessence.

But | must proceed to answer the second and mqaueriiant part of my question. How is this Stone écobtained?
It does not exist in Nature, but has to be prephyedrt, in obedience to Nature's law. Its subsgaisdn metals; but
in form it differs widely from them, and in thisrsge the metals are not our Stone. For if we wolidit eur
Medicine from the precious metals, we must desteyparticular metallic form, without impairing gpecific
properties. The specific properties of the metakhtheir abode in its spiritual part, which residehomogeneous
water. Thus we must destroy the particular forrgalfl, and change it into its generic homogeneouemnvin which
the spirit of gold is preserved; this spirit aftands restores the consistency of its water, anmybffiorth a new form
(after the necessary putrefaction), a thousandstimere perfect than the form of gold which it Ibgtbeing
reincrudated.

It is necessary, then, to reduce metallic bodighd¢dr homogeneous water which does not wet the$ahat from
this water there may be generated a new metakliciep which is nobler by far than any existing mefia., our
Celestial Ruby.

The whole process which we employ closely resenthigisfollowed by Nature in the bowels of the eaetkcept
that it is much shorter. Nature produces the metat®f cold and humid Mercury by assiduous digestour Art
takes the same crude, cold, and humid Mercurycangbins with it mature gold, by a secret artifittee mixture
represents a new and far more potent Mercury, winighligestion, becomes not common gold, but onenfare
noble, which can transmute imperfect metals inte gold.

Thus, you see that though our Stone is made of@oltk, yet it is not common gold. In order toiekair gold from
common gold, the latter must be dissolved in ouraral water which does not wet the hands; this miat®lercury
extracted from the red servant, and it is capab&ecomplishing our work without any further troalib the Artist.
It is that one true, natural, first-substance, tach nothing is added, from which nothing is suttied, except
certain superfluities, which, however, it will cadf without any aid by its own inherent vital amti The chief
object of your perseverant efforts should be tisealrery of this Mercury, or the albefaction of oed Laton; all the
rest is mere child's play, as the Artist has oalipbk on while Nature gradually matures his sufista

But remember that our albification is by no meam&asy task. Gold which has been thus whitenesheaer
resume its old form, for, instead of being corpbeeal fixed, it is now spiritual and volatile. Camtrate your
whole mind, therefore, on the whitening of the lrath is easier to make gold than thus to destt®form; he who
so dissolves it may be said rather to coaguldiar itlissolution of the body and coagulation of sipérit are
coincident in it.

Consider these signs, ye sons of knowledge. Thethwdissolves is spirit; that which coagulatesasiyn A body
cannot enter a body so as to cause dissolutiorg bpirit can enter it, attenuate and rarefy itl as you seek water,
you need water to bring it to light; for every Agdras a tendency to assimilate to itself that witielcts upon, and
every natural effect is conformed to the naturthefefficient; hence water is necessary if you \waxtract water
from earth.



When | speak of water, | do not mean aquafortigalravater, or any other corrosive whatsoever, liesse waters,
instead of dissolving metals, only corrode, mad eorrupt them, without destroying their old fortm,which task
they are insufficient, as they are not of a metalkture. No, our water is the water Mercury, whi@solves
homogeneous metallic bodies, and mingles with threimdissoluble union, abides with them, is digdstgth them,
and together with them becomes that spiritual windlech we seek. For everything that dissolves suitre
naturally (still preserving the specific propertaghe thing dissolved) becomes one with it botterially and
formally, coalesces with it, and is thickened hyhus nourishing it; as we see in the case ohmgf wheat,
which, when dissolved by the humid earthy vapcereby takes up that vapour as its radical moisamé grows
together with it into a plant. We may also obseahad, every natural dissolution being a quickerohthat which
was dead, this quickening can take place only tiin@ome vital agent which is of the same essenttethvé dead
thing; if we wish to quicken the (dead) grain ofeali we can do this only by means of an earthy wgpehich,

like the grain itself, is a product of the eartbr Ehis reason common Mercury can have no quickgeffect on
gold, because it is not of the same essence wighgtain of wheat sown in marshy soil, so far frbaing
quickened into life, is, on the contrary, destrgyeecause the aqueous humour of the soil is nitteofame nature.
In like manner, gold, if mixed with common Mercupy, with anything except its own essential hum@inot
dissolved, because such waters are too cold, camdeimpure; for which reason, being utterly unigjad, they
cannot amalgamate with it, or attain with it tcaa fiobler degree of development. Our Mercury, iddéeecold and
unmatured in comparison with gold; but it is puret, and well-digested in respect of common Mercuttyich
resembles it only in whiteness and fluxibility. QMercury is, in fact, a pure water, clean, cleaigtt, and
resplendent, worthy of all admiration.

If you wish for a more particular description ofravater | am impelled by motives of charity to tgtiu that it is
living, fluxible, clear, nitid, as white as snowgthhumid, airy, vaporous, and digestive, and tjudd melts in it like
ice in warm water; moreover, that in it is containkbe whole regimen of fire, and the sulphur whegfsts but does
not predominate in it. This water is the true Keegfeour Gates, the Bath of the King and of his @yewvhich
warms them incessantly, but is not taken of thalirstgance, and is distinct from the whitening sutxsteof the
water, though the two are united and appear umgesame flowing form and colour. It is our vesesel, fire, the
abode of our furnace, by whose continuous and gevarmth the whole substance is digested. If yawkthis
water, it will be seen to contain all our fired,@lr proportions of weight, all our regimens.dtBernard of Trevisa's
clear pellucid Fountain, in which our King is clead and strengthened to overcome all his foes/Allhave to do
is to find this water and to put into it the pwedibody; out of the two Nature will then produce Stone.

This mineral water can be extracted only from thibéegs which contain it; and that thing from whitls most
easily obtained is difficult to discover, as iscateke mode of its extraction. It dissolves goldhwiit violence, is
friendly to it washes away its impurities, and isit®, warm, and clear Without our Mercury, Alcheoould not be
a science, but only a vain and empty pretenceoufgan obtain it, you have the key of the wholelyaiith which
you can open the most secret chambers of knowlétigeature is the same as that of gold, but itstnce is
different, and the preparation of it causes a ggtatch. Weigh well the possibilities of Naturdraa from
introducing any heterogeneous element into our ktagy, and do not blame me if you fail to underdtary words.
. Our Stone is produced from one thing, and fourcomial sub-. stances, of which one is matureptiers pure,
but crude, two of them being extracted in a wondarfanner from their ore by means of the third. The are
amalgamated by the intervention of a gentle finel #here subjected to coction day by day, unti thikbecome
one by natural (not manual) conjunction.

Afterwards, the fire being changed, these volatilbstances should be fixed and digested by medmsapfvhich
becomes a little more powerful every day (i.e.nmmans of fixed and incombustible Sulphur of theesgenus)
until the whole compound attains the same essémig, and colour.

There are twelve degrees or phases of this ouepspevhich | may briefly enumerate and describfelasvs. The
first is Calcination.

Calcination is the first purgation of the Stones thrying up of its humours, through its naturalthesich is stirred
into vital action by the external heat of water-wdi®y the compound is converted into a black powdhich is yet
unctuous, and retains its radical humour.

This calcination is performed for the purpose @idering the substance viscous, spongy, and moilg eas
penetrable; for gold in itself is highly fixed, addficult of solution even in our water; but thrglu this calcination it
becomes soft and white, and we observe in it tworea, the fixed and the volatile, which we likertwo serpents.
In order that a full dissolution may be made, thieneeed of contrition, that calcination may aftards produce a
viscous state, when it will be fit for dissolution.



When the substances are first mixed, they areraitgmvith each other, by reason of their contramgliies, for
there is the heat and dryness of the Sulphur figcmntending with the cold and moisture of the Mey. They can
only be reconciled in a medium which partakes aghb@tures, and the medium in which heat and c@d a
reconciled is dryness which can co-exist with bdthus cold and heat are brought to dwell peacealglgther in
the dryness of the earth, and dryness and moistihe coldness of the water. This reconciliatibcantrary
gualities is the second great object of our catwina

Its sufficient cause is the action of the inwardthgpon the moisture, whereby everything that tediss converted
into a very fine powder; the moving and instruméogaise is the fire contrary to Nature, which, gdiidden in our
solvent water, battles with its moisture and digésinto a viscous or unctuous powder.

This operation takes place before our dissoluti@eause whenever bodies are dissolved, the dpititeir turn are
congealed. Again, the woman must reign, beforésbeercome by the man. The dominion of the wonsan the
water, and if the man overcome her in the elementhich both her qualities of coldness and moistoinere, he
will easily conquer her where she has only oneityual

Calcination, then, is the beginning of the workg avithout it there can be neither peaceable comamixtor proper
union. The first dealbation reduces the substamds two principles, sulphur and quicksilver, fivet of which is
fixed, while the other is volatile. They are congzato two serpents, the fixed substance to a sewithout, and
the volatile substance to a serpent with, wingse €arpent holds in his mouth the tail of the otteeshew that they
are indissolubly conjoined by community of birthdagtestiny, and that our Art is accomplished throtighjoint
working of this Mercurial Sulphur, and sulphureddsrcury. Hence the whole compound is at this stadjed
Rebis, because there are two substances but oalgssence. They are not really two, but one andaime thing
the Sulphur is matured and well digested Mercurg,NMercury is crude and undigested Sulphur. Itat@ady been
said that in our Art we imitate Nature's methogrfducing metals in the bowels of the earth, extegttour
method is shorter and more subtle. In metallic ¥@nly crude and frigid Mercury is found, in whittte inward
heat or dryness (i.e., Sulphur) can scarce malefiteence felt. No digestive heat is found thdret in the course
of ages an imperceptible motion changes this netafinciple. In the course of centuries, howevis
imperceptible digestive heat changes the Mercunywhat is then called fixed Sulphur, though befbreas
denominated Mercury.

But in our Art, we have something besides crudefegal Mercury, viz., mature gold, with its manifbactive
gualities. These are united to the passive quslitfeour Mercury; and so one aids and perfectother, and as we
have two fires, instead of the one slow inward &ifélercury, the operation is more expeditious, aothething far
nobler than common gold is produced.

Thus you see that in our Art we have two Sulphadstavo Mercuries (i.e., Sulphur, and Mercury of ke, and
Sulphur and Mercury of gold), but their only difeice consists in degrees of perfection and matuity, the
perfect body of gold is reduced to its (two) fipsinciples by means of our Divine water which doeswet the
hands (viz., Mercury and Sulphur). This operationg time gives the ascendancy to the female abetthis being
unnatural, the male agent soon reasserts itselfpgmeans of its heat dries up the moisture oféh@ale agent,
and-through calcination-converts it all into a magbtle and viscous powder, which powder is theangbd by
dissolution into a water, in which the spirits bétsolvent and the thing dissolved, the male aedemale
principles, are mingled. But the inward heat, whigls once been roused into action, still continoesgork,
separating the subtle (which floats on the surféoeh the gross (which sinks to the bottom), uthitd man has
gained the upper hand, the inseparable union fakes, and the male impregnates the female; thalé&ebrings
forth a nebulous vapour, in which they are putceied decay, and from which both arise with a glesibody, no
longer two, but only one by inseparable conjunctibms new birth is then coagulated, sublimed, rshed, and
exalted to the highest degree of perfection, ang afterwards be indefinitely multiplied by fermetia, and used
both for projection and as an Universal Medicine ¥ée, then, that these black and fetid asheate he
despised, since they contain the Diadem of our }mgr substance will never be white, if it has fist been
black. It is by means of putrefaction and decay itrettains the glorified body of its resurrectidrherefore, you
should honour the tomb of our King, for unless gouso, you will never behold him coming in his glor

A great many students make a mistake at the veilsebhy performing this calcination on a wrong sabse-borax,
or alum, or ink, or vitriol, or arsenic, or seedsplants, or wine, vinegar, urine, hair, bloodpguesin, etc; or they
choose a false method, and corrode instead ohoadcthe metallic bodies on which they operatecibation can
take place only by means of the inward heat obitdy, assisted by friendly outward warmth; but icetion by
means of a heterogeneous agent can only destraoydtelic nature, in so far as it has any effealhatEvery
calcination of gold, which is not succeeded by @spneous dissolution, without laying on of hansiglso
fallacious.



The true calcination is by means of Mercury, whicking added to gold in due proportions) softertsdiasolves
the gold, and, by its inward heat, united to outivaeat, stirs into action the native heat of thiel gand thus causes
it to dry up its humidity into that fine, viscoudack powder. And this is the true key of the weskincrudate the
mature by the conjunction of an immature-beingudated to calcine it-being calcined to dissolvarit all this
philosophically, not vulgarly.

The outward signs of the calcination are as folteWwdien the gold has become saturated with watertlan fire of
the Mercury has called into play the heat of thith bidne water which was so brilliant begins to gmiv, then
visibly swells and bubbles, until the whole becoradatty and viscous powder, which, however, stithins its
radical humour. For when the heat first beginsgerate, the cold and the moist seek refuge bygisirithe top;
thence they descend in liquid form and assimilatemach of the substance as they can to themsé¢heesthe
powder is converted into a glutinous water. Fomeen the different processes of our Art, theretexdach a
concatenation that not one can be produced or stmtet without the rest. In order to hide our megriiom the
unworthy, we speak of several operations; buthaisé-the whole progress of the substance from ixewkite and
red-should be philosophically understood as oneatips, one thing, one successive disposition &clylwhite, and
red.

The following rules should be observed if you wistbring about true calcination:- In the first pdagou must
procure our Mercury; common Mercury will produceeftect if you operate on it till doomsday.

Secondly, the external fire of the furnace shoddbither too violent (in order that the equililniwf chemical
forces in the substance may not be disturbed)yeiotoo gentle, so that the action of the inward fnay not
languish for want of outward heat. It should be gich as to keep up an equable vital warmth.

In the third place, the Laton should receive neitbe much nor too little to drink. If it received much, it will not
be able to give it out, and a nebulous tempestasiitle; if too little, it will be burnt to cinder§he activity of the
Sulphur must dry up the superfluous humour of tlerdury; therefore, the active (sulphur) must noslwamped
with too much sperm; nor must the moisture be ctiaki¢h too much earth. The proportions should bgben two
or three parts of water to one of gold; but thgdarthe quantities of both substances, the moffegiexill the
calcination and dissolution be. The chief mistagaiast which you must guard is the swamping of yearth with
water. For the earth contains the fire, which esphincipal digestive in our Art.

In the fourth place, you should take care to spataur vessel properly, to prevent the spirit fremaporating.
Consider how carefully Nature has closed up theaferwomb to prevent anything from escaping or émgethat
might prove hurtful to the young life; and quiteragch (if not more) care is required in our Magigt&or when
the embryo is being formed, great winds arise, tinizist not be allowed to escape-or else our lalMiuhave
been all in vain.

The fifth requisite in our work is patience. You shmot yield to despondency, or attempt to hasterchemical
process of dissolution. For if you do so by meandgalent heat, the substance will be prematurelsched up into a
red powder, and the active vital principle in itlbiecome passive, being knocked on the head,vesré, with a
hammer. But our true calcination preserves theceddiumour in the body dissolved, and convertstd an
unctuous black powder. Patience is, thereforegthat cardinal virtue in Alchemy. It must not b@pased that the
signs and colours which | describe appear on teeday, or even within the first week: Bernardioévisa tells us
that he waited in an anguish of expectation fotyfdays, and then returned and saw clouds and.nYistsneed the
patience of the husbandman, who, after committiegseed to the earth, does not disturb the soiyelay to see
whether it is growing... As soon as you have preggour substance i.e., mixed mature yellow sulptitlr its
crude white sulphur, put them in a vessel anchlemt stand undisturbed; at the end of twenty-foursiahe
Mercury, which is attempting to rouse the laterd ff the sulphur, will begin to effervesce anddsap bubbles.
But little variation of colour shall appear untilt object of the Mercury has been accomplishedita&oyal Bath
prepared; at first it is the Mercury alone thaatsvork. When, however, the Bath has been madé.katthe inward
warmth of the gold roused) the greater part ofwank is over, and we shall be easily able to digtigh the various
operations. The first colour which appears afterditver colour of the amalgamated body, is nofgotblackness,
but only a darkish white; the blackness become®morsnounced day by day, until the substance assame
brilliant black colour. This black is a sign thhetdissolution is accomplished, which does not cabat in one
hour, but gradually, by a continuous process;HerTincture which comes out of the Sun and Mooreappblack
to the eyes, but is insensibly and imperceptiblyseted. When the whole of the Tincture has bedraeted from
the body that is to be dissolved, the blacknessiisplete. The more you digest the substance &ttfires more you
subtilize the gross, and blacken the compound.éraes four principal colours, the first of whichbisickness; and
it is of all colours the most tardy in making ifsp@arance. But as soon as the highest degreeeasmblackness
has been reached (there being no idle intervadsiirwork), that colour begins little by little taeyd to another. The
time during which this blackness is developed iyVeng, and so is the time during which it disagse but it is



only for one moment that the blackness neithereiases nor decreases: for things find rest onlgahwhich is the
end of their being, but blackness is not the enouofsubstance.

The advent of the blackness is like the comindhefriight, which is preceded by a long twilight-whka last ray of
light has faded away, the blackness of night hasec@nly our work is more tedious, and the chasgtherefore,
still less perceptible.

It may be objected that the black tincture beginksd extracted as soon as the inward heat is rpasddhat,
therefore, the colour which appears must be, ftoenvery first, an intense black. My answer is thatTincture
which is extracted is, as a matter of fact, notkléut of a dazzling white; and that the blackrieggoduced
gradually, through the action of the water on thdyh out of which it draws the soul (the tincturdys giving the
body up to decomposition. It is this putrefactitime(result of the mutual action of the Sulphur &etcury) which
imparts to the Tincture its black colour; in its#lé Tincture is brilliantly white. How long, thewjll you have to
wait till perfect blackness appears? Flamellus ted that this intense blackness comes at thefeafubat forty
days. Ripley advises us to let the mingled substmnemain together for six weeks, until the coriceptas taken
place, during which time the fire must be very ¢g2mAnd Bernard (of Trevisa) suggests the samegthitmen he
says in his parable: " The King doffs his glorisabes, and gives them to Saturn, who clothes hisngarment of
black silk, which he retains for forty days." Ofuree, the blackness which is here spoken of ieqoally intense
all the time, as you will understand from what basn said above.

In the course of this change from white to blable, substance naturally passes through a varietyeyfediate
colours; but these colours (being more or lesgdantal) are not invariably the same, and depengmeich on the
original proportion in which the two substances@mbined. In the second stage, during which thstsimce
changes from black to white, it is already far putiee colours are more lucid, and more to be dépeémpon. In the
two phases there are intermediate colours; biterfitst they are more dingy and obscure thaneénsitond, and
very much less numerous. In the progress of thetanbe from blackness to whiteness (i.e., the sepbase of our
Magistery), the most beautiful colours are seem variety such as eclipses the glory of the rainbmfore the
perfection of blackness is reached, there aresals@ transition colours, such as black, azureyatow-and the
meaning of these colours is that your substannetiyet completely decayed; while the body is dythg colours
are seen, until black night shrouds the whole loorin pitchy gloom. But when the process of restiio@ begins
(in the second phase) the hues are more numerduspéendid, because the body is now beginning tgldrified,
and has become pure and spiritual.

But in what order do the colours of which we spapgear? To this question no definite answer cagivan,
because in this first phase there are so much tanarand variation. But the colours will be tHearer and more
distinct, the purer your water of life is. The fqanincipal colours (white, black, white red), alvgapllow in the
same order; but the order of the intermediate ¢sloannot be so certainly determined, and you otagbé content
if within the first 40 days you get the black calo@ihere is only one caution you should bear indnin regard to
this point: if a reddish colour appears beforelttaek (especially if the substance begins to logkathd powdery at
the same time), you may be almost sure that yoe h@aured your substance by too violent a fire. ¥oould be
very careful, then, about the regulation of youe;fif the fire be just hot enough, but not too, bé inward
chemical action of our water will do the rest.

Our Solution, then, is the reducing of our Stongddirst matter, the manifestation of its essartquid, and the
extraction of natures from their profundity, whighfinished by bringing them into a mineral wateoy is this
operation easy: those who have tried can beaheutath of my words.

The Three Treatises of Philalethes (part 3)

Our Magistery consists of three parts: the firstlglevith the essential and substantial composafasur Stone; the
second describes their manner of combination;Hing the mode of chemical procedure. Our substaac=éred
ore," or matured Sulphur, and water, undigestedchtgr or "white ore." To these a vessel is addddrrzace, and a
triple fire. In discussing their manner of combioat we have to consider their weight and the reginThe weight
is twofold, and so is the regimen: between themg tireduce the following processes -- Calcinatioigsblution,
Separation, Conjunction, Putrefaction, Distillati@oagulation, Sublimation, Fixation, and Exaltati@he first two
produce the black, viscous powder, by means ofuitheatural fire," a temperate, incomburent, andraig ignition.
There is then a further change into a mineral watkee three operations which follow are the restithe first and
third fires, namely, natural and contra-natural] &irculate” the substance, until the gross isasgjed from the
subtle, and the whole is evenly tempered, the s¢gadelements being then recombined, impregnated, a
putrefied.



The five last operations are the result of natfiralwhich increases and gets stronger from dajetn purifying the
putrefied substance of its dross, by continual @sioas and descents. This process is thereforedcdistillation,
volatilization, ablution, imbibition, humectatioff the earth, and is continued until the drynesslgadly thickens
the substances, and, finally, under the influerf@doction or continued sublimation, induces fixatithe terminal
point of which is exaltation, an exaltation whishnot local, from the bottom to the surface, bligative, from
vileness to the highest excellence.

These operations are sometimes called regimenshéng. are only two kinds of fire, the natural amel non-
natural, the latter being employed to call outdhgvity of the former. Putrefaction precedes regation, and is
caused by the strife of the two fires. That parhefwork which is subsequent to putrefaction amgunction,
when the Sulphur and the water have become oneglaadeceive congelation, is effected by the rsfiine alone.
The substances are our body (commonly styled Lemgsath) and our water (our true rain water). Oatewis the
life of all things, and if you can by much toil @lot it, you will have both silver and gold. It lsetwater of Saltpetre,
and outwardly resembles Mercury, while inwardljtstheart there burns purest infernal fire. Do b@teceived
with common quicksilver, but gather that Mercuryiebhthe returning Sun, in the month of March, diéfg
everywhere, till the month of October, when itifger

Know that our Mercury is before the eyes of all mtliough it is known to few. When it is preparad,splendour is
most admirable; but the sight is vouchsafed to neaee the sons of knowledge. Do not despisedtetbre, when
you see it in sordid guise; for if you do, you witver accomplish our Magistery -- and if you chargye its
countenance, the transformation will be glorious:. ur water is a most pure virgin, and is lovednainy, but
meets all her wooers in foul garments, in ordet sha@ may be able to distinguish the worthy fromdhworthy.
Our beautiful maiden abounds in inward hidden gsaaalike the immodest woman who meets her lovers i
splendid garments. To those who do not despiséobikexterior, she then. appears in all her beaang, brings
them an infinite dower of riches and health. Oue@uis pure above measure, and her splendouhkitet a
celestial being -- and so indeed she is callechby83ages, who also style her their quintessenaebriligancy is
such as baffles imagination, and, if you would hamg idea of it, you must see it with your own ey@sr water is
serene, crystalline, pure, and beautiful- thougtait assume its true form only through the aidunfArt. In that
form it is our sea, our hidden fountain, from whgtid derives its birth by natural descent; yét élso stronger
than gold, and overcomes it, wherefore gold isathib it, and is washed in it, and the two togetrew up into a
strong hero, whom neither Pope nor Emperor carfdrug price. Hence you should, above all thingekdais
water, by means of which (with the solitary additmf a clean and perfect body) the Stone may bespeel.

But it requires profound study to become acquaimtitd all the secrets of our sea, and with its abd flow. It took
me 18 months, after | had discovered the sprirmuofvater, to find the method of making it welltforbecause |
did not know the meaning of the fiery furnace & 8ages. When | discovered it, indeed, the sigithwihbeheld
richly rewarded me for all my pains. | was thendrnly, as by a flash of inspiration, enabled toarathnd all the
secret words and enigmas of the Sages. Our wattee fre which causes both death, and, througkhgdeamore
glorious life. Whoever discovers it has reachedathigimn of his Magistery, as Nature will then (whie@ pure
body has been put into it) perform all the othercgisses, and carry the substance onward to perfebtiough all
the different regimens. This water, though on@gissimple, but compounded of two things: the Viessd the fire
of the Sages. and the bond which holds the twathegeSo when we speak of our vessel, and ounfieemean by
both expressions, our water; nor is our furnacehang diverse or distinct from our water. Therghien one vessel,
one furnace, one fire, and all these make up onerwBhe fire digests, the vessel whitens and patest, the
furnace is the: bond which comprises and encloesna all these three are our Mercury. Therenaa@y kinds of
fire (and of water) in our Magistery, but all themdy represent different aspects of our Mercury.

There is only one thing in the whole world from alhiour Mercury can be obtained. It is like goldessence, but
different in substance, and if you change its el@mgou will have what you seek. Join heaven tthdarthe fire of
love, and you will see in the middle of the firmarhthe bird of Hermes. Do not confound the natuoes separate
and re-combine them, and you will reign in hondluyeur life.

In the South-west there is a high mountain (vertee Sun), one of seven, and the second in h&lghtmountain
is of a very hot temperature (because it is nofréan the Sun), and in this mountain is enclosedour or spirit,
whose services are indispensable for our work.iBides not ascend, unless it is quickened, nibmgickened
unless you dig knee-deep on the summit of the naounif you do this, a subtle exhalation (or spisiscends, and
is congealed by the air into drops of beautifullgdid water -- which is our water, our fire, oursgel, and our
furnace; not common Mercury, but the hot and masid of most pure Salt, which we call Mercurychese in
comparison with the Sun, it is immature and cdithé Almighty had not created this Mercury, thengmutation of
metals would be impossible, because gold doedmg# tinless it be first tinged itself. Our Mercisythe beloved
spouse of gold, and changes its body into a pw@Eihtual substance; gold loves it so, that foyMewe he dies, and



is revived by his spouse, and she is impregnatddrbyand conceives, and bears a most beautifall smyn. The
whole knowledge of our Art consists in the discgvef this our sea; any Alchemist who is ignoranttpis simply
wasting his money. Our sea is derived from the rneinrof which | told you above. The exhalation drite smoke
which ascends there, will accomplish our whole Mtagy. There is another secret which you shouldwkifigou
wish to see your hope fulfilled, viz., how you #@oedig a hole in the mountain, as its surface igdnetrable to
ordinary tools, its dryness being such that itflwsome harder than a flint. But in the places afi®sa small herb
is found, called Saturnia, whose twigs appear lolnyin whose roots there is abundance of juices hierb you
should carefully take up with the roots, and cavith you to the foot of the mountain, and, with tredp of fire,
bury it beneath the mountain; its virtue will atcerpenetrate the whole mountain, and soften ith.€ahen you
may ascend to the summit, easily dig a hole knee,d&nd pour in so much dry and viscous water itipanetrates
to where the herb lies buried, and makes it asesralfume, which carries upward with it the sgifithe mountain.
This spirit is the strength of fire mingling withater, and dwelling in it. The spirit of Saturniah® whitening fume,
the vapour of the mountain is fire, and all thésads are fire. Thus you obtain Saturnia, the rgyaht and mineral
herb, which together with fat flesh makes suchupsas to eclipse the richest banquets in the wbitde is an
enigmatic description of our water, which should¢@urse of time and study, become plain to thgeliit enquirer.
There is the King (gold), and the water which is King's Bath; our water is the vessel, inasmucbuading is
enclosed in it, and the furnace, inasmuch as oaiidienclosed in it, and our fire, inasmuch asvittee or spirit of
the mountain dwells in it, and the woman, inasmagiit receives the vapour of the plant Saturnid;amnthe dear
friend of the Sun penetrates, whitens, and softeasd causes it to emit its sperm. Then the fiéryie which is in
the water, begins to act on our body, wasting aadifying it, until at length the innate heat o&tBun is roused
into activity. Our Stone is called a little worloecause it contains within itself the active arelpghssive, the motor
and the thing moved, the fixed and the volatile, tiature and the crude -- which, being homogendwmlis,and
perfect each other. We have already shewn thablgect in adding matured Sulphur to crude Mercting 6ame
thing in different stages of development), is torsén and accelerate the natural process. Golthdd and dry body,
silver a frigid and humid one, Mercury the meansarfveying tinctures. The body of the Sun is magtlly
digested, that of the Moon imperfect and immatuigle Mercury is the bond by which these two corigmare
united. Join the Moon to Mercury by means of prdpeat, so that the two become one Mercury whickingtits
inward fire; then the Mercury will be freed from dtoss and superfluities, and it will become trzarent like the
tears we shed, though not exactly perspicuousuftiten unite this purified Mercury to gold, in whiis the Moon
and fire, the hot and dry will love the-cold andid, and they will unite on the bed of the fireflaéndship; the
man will dissolve over the woman, and the womandagulated over the man, till the spirit and thdybbecome
one by commixtion. Continue the same operatiortifietheaven descend to the earth) till the spiris pn the body,
and both are fixed together. Then our Stone willhabtained its royal virtue. For Mercury is theteveof all
metals, and they are digested in it. When vegetadoie boiled in ordinary water, which is naturditlgid and
humid, it partakes of their qualities, and is yepparable from them; so the pure Mercury, whicmiali metals and
minerals, is perfectly separable from the drossfarelgn matter which has become mixed up with thget the
different minerals and metals qualify the Mercurthe same way as the water is qualified by thetadges cooked
in it. There are these two differences betweerMbecury and the water, that the water is not cogtgal and fixed
with the vegetables as our water is with the megadd that, while the colour of common water israied by
anything boiled in it, Mercury retains its own cotand fluxibility, though its essence is qualififtherefore the
Mercury is effectual in the dissolution of the miggand the metal in the coagulation of the Mercanygl as, in the
dissolution, the form and colour of the metal teifd in the form and colour of the Mercury, soc@agulation, the
form and colour of the Mercury is hidden in thenfoand colour of the metal; neither do the qualitiEthe metal in
dissolution prevent the fluxibility of the Mercunyor the qualities of Mercury in coagulation thetfi of the metal.
Do you not here observe a wonderful harmony betWwéertury and the metals? For their love is liket tifamother
and son, sister and brother, male and female. Hiegeare calculated mutually to perfect each oter water
imparting to the body a spiritual and volatile matuwvhile the body gives to the water a corporabksance. The
reason that the colour of Mercury is not changetbittion by the dissolved body, is this: the eartd water in the
Mercury are homogeneous, and so well temperechititer can be separated from the other, and tteegcawell
mixed that the whole substance exhibits (togethtr great fluxibility) so great a consistency asirety to conceal
the colours -- and only if a part of the Mercuryglestroyed or marred by some deleterious chemirabsive, are
the colours seen. The relations of Mercury in respéearth and water are these: in respect ofnvigite fluxible
and liquid, in respect of earth it moistens nothdog what is of the same essence with it. Thesks il enable you
to detect any errors in your treatment of Merc@gme obstruct or divide its homogeneity by undulgirey up its
water; others corrupt the earth and render it diaphs by disproportionate mixing. Mercury is thersp of the
metals; it contains in itself the Sulphur by whalbne it is digested (through which Nature woulddurse of time



have matured it into gold); nor would it be possitd convert Mercury into gold without it. This meg¢ Sulphur,
then, is radically mixed with the Mercury, and pidigests it, while itself is putrefied by the Mery, and is
revived again, not as common, but as spiritualefrative, and tinging gold, which has power to fyuinperfect
metals of all their dross, and to change themiistown nature. Thus you see that none of the Mgrsliould be
destroyed, or violently dealt with; all you havedwo is to add to it a mature body sprung from #maes root, and
mix the two in their smallest parts, by mea s af@unning conjunction (which is performed, not bynanual, but
by a purely natural process, of which the Artistslaot even understand the cause). We must diggmdwwever,
between our transmutative conjunction, and a darbnjunction practised by sophists which is megefysing
together of the two substances, and leaves eaciyexdat it was before. In our operation the gpifigold infuses
itself into the spirit of Mercury, and their unibecomes as inseparable as that of water mixedweitar. The
conjunction can take place only by means of the Maoan imperfect body and fire; and this Moorhis sap of the
water of life, which is hidden in Mercury, and 81®d up by fire; it is a spirit which enters thedy, and compels it
to retain its soul. We speak not of common Merdwiyich lacks the spirit and fire), but of our Meral water --
though common Mercury may be made like it by théitaah of that which it lacks. Our conjunction letgrand
secret of our Art for earth is not inseparably edito water, but the union of water with watem@issoluble; hence
our conjunction can take place only after dissolutiwhich dissolution takes place through the Mand fire that
are in the Mercury. For the Moon penetrates andenkj and the fire mortifies and frets, while watembines both
these properties, according to the philosophiaatuda: "The fire which | shew you, is water,"” andrless the
bodies are subtilized by fire and water, nothing lsa done in our Magistery.” Thus everything, frloaginning to
end, is accomplished, not by sophistical operatibosby our Mercury, which, unless it be violenttypeded, is
kept to the right road by the necessity of arrivatt@ certain goal.

Some Alchemists fail because they put (common) gatld Mercury in a phial over the fire, and thuswsgood seed
in barren earth. But gold is not the substanceuofStone in its whole essence, nor yet Mercury. Weawant for
our work of generation is the seed of gold whichrizfoundly hidden in our metal. This seed mustdmeived into
its own proper womb, and there mingle with the fenszed, in order that, being kindly fostered wigat, and fed
with its proper aliment, it may become that pargold which is of abundant use in our work. It & the whole of a
man that generates the infant, but only his se&é;hnis rightly disposed in the proper womb; andsty the seed
of gold (and not the whole metal) is useful for metallic generation. Gold is the Father of oum8tadhe substance
of our Stone is in gold, but gold is not the substaof our Stone; yet there is that in gold (thersp which, by
right manipulation, may become our Stone. We ekfram gold, by a cunning process, that whichssitost

highly matured virtue, and this is called, not coomyndead, but our living gold. The difference betweommon
gold and our gold, is that which exists betweemthé&r and his seed; common gold is dead and usakefs as our
work is concerned, until it emits its living seddke the body of gold, then, and gently extraafibits seed, and
you will have the living male seed of our Stonejalkhwve now no longer call gold, but ore, magnéesiadg, etc. --
because it is no longer a body, like gold, but @osh or spirit, which cannot revert to its corpbfeem. Aristotle
says: "The first thing you should do is to sublithe Mercury, then you should put a pure body ihtogure
Mercury." The sublimation of the Mercury which isrh referred to, is not an artificial, but a truel aatural one. It
is the " first preparation of the thin substands;'which the eclipse caused by the interpositioeatfth is removed
from the Moon, enabling her to receive the lighttef Sun -- which happens when the murky spheBatirn (that
overshadowed the whole horizon) is removed, andehigscends the throne; then there rises upwarsteof
dazzling whiteness, whence there is distilled ugh@nearth a pure, sweet, and fragrant dew, th&grsoft and stirs
up great winds at its centre; these winds beaStame upward, where it is endowed with heavenlygirand
thence descending once more to its nurse, the, éardlothed upon with a corporeal nature, and teasives the
strength both of things above and of things beldhis living gold is "that which is, but does notpaar till it
pleases the Artist, and in the knowledge of whicthe secret of all perfection.” Mercury is outdign which the
Sun rises and sets; let the two be inseparablgdioih the bed of love, till from this (regeneraisrcury there
comes forth a quickening virtue, which is ableaise the dead. Then there will appear the roydd chihose father
is the Sun, whose mother is the Moon... Besidesethi@ngs, we need, of course, a furnace of clagsael of glass,
and a triple fire; but we do not call these thraewessel, our fire, or our furnace, because orglisaphists employ
these things as well as the Sages; when we speak oEssel, our furnace, and our fire, the terrag@be
interpreted in accordance with the explanation wihie gave above. Of this fire a Sage might well $Bghold,

the fire, which | will shew you, is water "; - aadain, "The vessel of the Sages is their waterdther Sage says,
that all our operations take place in our humid,fin our secret furnace, and our hidden vessdlitzareby clearly
shews that there must be a fire, vessel, and farrdber than those which ignorant Alchemists pasgegreater
perfection and abundance than we. Our applian@paat of our substance, and are described by &agids, for
instance, as the "vessel of Nature," and the tfirdature." This practice is followed by Flamelldstephius,



Lullius, and all other Sages; and | tell you thedse three appliances are, after all, only onghfnature of our
substance is one. Our fire is that which dissobres heats bodies more effectually than ordinagy fience it is
called ardent wine and a most strong fire, andSidiges bid us burn our ore with our most strong-firgords which
are falsely interpreted of an ordinary coal firé.tids fire John Mehungus writes: "No artificiatdican infuse so
high a degree of heat as that which comes fromdreav



